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TO THE PURCHASER. 



This book which we now offer you is emphatically a maniia] for th« 
guidance of any and every ma|^ in busineaa transactioni, in a manner 
prescribed by law and the naagea of trade. Bat in addition to thla, H 
embodies an array of practical information which makes it a meet Talnabl* 
raference-book to the busineai man ; and we awome that the world is not 
in possession of its eqnal in point of fulivess and connaoTirBss. It bat 
been prepared by a lawyer of high character and standing in the city of 
New York, whose professional reputation is a sufficient guaranty for its 
accuracy, assisted by a business-man well acquainted with the wants of th« 
community, which this work is intended to supply. 

In presenting its claims to public favor, we do not address onrseWes as 
is usual ** to the Reader," but *< to the Purchaser," for we do not expect any 
man to read it through, but to use it as a reference-book, not only that his 
business may be done in a form that shall secure his legal rights, but also 
to ascertain what protection the laws of the states afford him in the prose- 
cution of his business. When we ask the business-man to purchase it, w« 
azped him to inquire, ** Will it Pat V* we answer — 

It will Pat the Citt Wholesale Merchant. 

Your customers are scattered throughout the country, and it is important 
for you to know the laws of the Tarious States for the Collection of Debts, 
the kinds of Property Exempt from Attachment, Customhouse Regulations^ 
Foreign Weights and Measures, Liabilities of Common Carriers, Forms of 
Power of Attorney and of Revoking the same, Agreements, and many 
other things which the index will show. 

It will -Pay the City Retailer. 

We give Forms of Articles of Copartnership, of Leases, Aasignmrat of 
Policy of Insurance, Notes, Orden, Receipt Value of Coins, dice ; besidss 
important information on various subjects. 

It will Pay the Country Merchant. 

We give yon Forms for Bills of Sale, Contracts, Letters of Credit, Ship- 
ping Bills, Agreement for Sale of Personal Property, Bonds, Book-Keeping, 
Chattel Mortgages, and a large number of other items adapted to your dai- 
ly wants. 

It will Pay the Attorney. 

Out book, emanating from one whose legal acumen will not be ques- 
tioned, gives the profession the State Laws for the Collection of Debt% 
Laws Regulating Conveyances, the Limita^on of Actions, Property Ex* 
emptions, Rates of Interest, Acknowledgments of Deeds, Statutes of Ffaudy 
Willsi vid a long array of forms for drafting business papers, 



4 TO THE PUBCHA8KB. 

It will Pat the Farmer. 

We give you Forms for Deeds, Mortgages, datisftetion of Mortgages^ 
Bills of Sale, Culti^tion of Land, Sale of Animals with Warnntj, Home- 
stead and other Exemptions, Instructions for obtaining Public Lands of the 
l^vemment, and numerous other forms and information which might be as 
important to a ftrmer as his plough. 

It will Pat the Mechanic. 

Turn to the Lien Laws for the benefit of mechanics, Liabilitice of Minon^ 
Indentures fiMr an Apprentice, Articles of Partnership, ferma and mles pre* 
scribed for securing Patents, Contracts, Aangmnents : the index wfll ezhifail 
other aubjecte equally useful to you. 

It will Pat the EMiGRAirr. 

We giTe you the Laws and Forms regulating Naturaltzatioii, Right of 
settling on United States Public Land, Homestelid and other Property Ex- 
empt from Sale for Debts in the different States, Rates of Postage to For- 
eign Countries, Value of Gold and Silver Ccmus, besides buaineaB forma, Ac 



It will Pay Every Man. 
Look at the array of subjects already mentioned, besides FomM for hold- 
ing Property in Trust, Promissory Notes, Compounding with Creditors^ 
LioiUlord and Tenant's Agreements, Rights of Married Won»eD» Dowers- 
Rights to Military Bouii^r Land, Interest Tables, dtc, together with anoth- 
er item giving great interest to this work, being a well-delineated 

Map op each State in the Union, and a Map op the IT. S. 

which Maps alone are worth three times what is adced Ibr the whole work. 

The special State Laws have been compiled at great labor and expense, 
from the lates^statutes of the various States, so &r as they could be reach- 
ed, and will be found more complete and reliable than anything now before- 
the public. 

If we have now made it {jfain thtt it will be a valuable book to yoo, we 
ask yon to buy it, not simply to promote our interest, but because we give 
you ra retam that haformatioB which every man ought to have at his com- 
mand. Tm PVBLISHSBS. 

January 1, 1851. 
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74 Broadway^ New York* 
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AGREEMENTS. 

An agreement or contract is the mutual connent of two or 
more persons respecting anything done or to be done. 

When reduced to writing, the memorandum or articles 
containing the agreement, signed by the parties thereto, is 
usually called an agreement. 

It is advisable, in all cases, to reduce the agroements and 
contracts of parties to writing ; not only because, in case of 
dispute, tho instrument is a more reliable and satisfttctory 
source of eyi^encQ than the memory of witnesses^ but be- 
cause, by statute, many agreements are yoid unless put into 
writing and subscribed by the party to bet charged. 

BvLt care must be taken to put the whole aad exact contract 
in writing, as verbal evidence will not be^admitted to alter or 
Tary a written instrument. If erasures or interlineations are 
made, the fact should be stated on the paper, that they were 
80 done before the parties signed it. 

la all agreements or contracts there must be a considera- 
' tion flowing from the promisor to the promisee, such as the 
payment of money, the sale and delivery of property— some- 
thing whereby the promisee is benefited or the promisor put 
to inconvenience ; and this consideration should be expressed. 

Contracts which militate against the public good can not 
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be enforced — as a contract not to exercise one's trade or 
calling at all, a contract to erect a public nuis^ice, &c. 

It is understood, in every contract for w^ork or labor, tbat 
it shall be executed in a suitable and workmanlike manner^ 
whether it is so expressed in the contract or not. 

If it is desired by both parties to an agp"eement to waive 
the performance of a part of it, let it be so endorsed on the 
back of the agreement, and signed by the party who so con- 
sents to waive it. 

The law of the state where the contract is made regulates 
the construction of the contract ; the law of the state where 
the contract is sought to be enforced regulates the remedy. 

Amounts aad dates should always be vmtten out, and not 
expressed in figures : thus, two thousand dollars, instead of 
62,000. 

The words .in italics, and names in capitals, are merely 
inserted to show how the forms may be filled out. They 
should be always omitted in drawing a paper, and such words 
inserted as correspond with the facts in hand, and the actua* 
agreement of the parties. 

Fraud destroys every contract into which it enters. 



No* 1. — G-eneral Fonn of Agreement 

8CI)i0 QlgteemiCnt, made this Jirst day of May, one thou^ 
sand eight hundred and ji^/lfy, between John Doe, of iAie village 
of Black 'Rock, in the county of Erie, and state of New York 
of the first part, and Richard Roe, of the dty of Buffalo, in 
said county and state, of the second part-—* 

tDiltt^Sd^tl)^ that the said John Doe, in consideration of 
the covenants on the part of the party of the second part 
hereinafter contained, doth covenant and agree to and with 
the said Richard Roe, that [here insert the agreement on the 
part of John Doe], 

And the said Richard Roe, in consideration of the cove- 
nants on the part of the party of the first part, doth covenant 

* To avoid repetition, we have referred in the anoceeding^ foroM to certain 
nambers, for the introductory matter of the form. For example, in Na 5, tho 
first part of No. 1 is to b'e-copied in that form a« far aa the star. 
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tod agree to and with the said John Doe, that [Aere ituert 
the agreement <w» the part of Richard Roe\, 

t iTn mitness m\\ttttfU we have hereunto set our hands 

and seals, the day and year first above written. 
Signed, sealed, and deliv- ") 



ered, in presence of 
JoHi9 Smith, 
Jaiaes Short. 



JOHN DOE fiealj. 
RICHARD R0£ (^tttl). 



[ When rt^ired, this clause may he inserted .•] 

!3lnb it is fsrttjtr a%tttb between the parties hereto, that 
the party that shall fail to perform this agreement on his pait, 
will pay te the other the full sum of ^fiy dollars, as li^ui- 
*lated, fixed, and settled dainages4 



Ko. 2L — Afpceemeat for Hxe Sale and Delivwj of 

Personal Property. 

Q[i)i0 ^gre^ntent, made this ^«( day of Jif/jT, one thousand 
eight hundred and ,^y, between John Doe, of the village 
of New Albany, in the county of Floyd, and state of Indiana, 
of the first part, and Richard Roe, of the<c//^ of Buffalo, in 
the county of JBlrie, and state of New Ktr^, of the second 
part — 

tt)itttedB^tt|) that the said John Doe, in consideration of 
tlie covenants on the part of the said Richa^kp Roe, dath cove- 
nant to and with the said Richard Roe, that he will deliver 
to the said Richard Roe, at his storehouse in New Albany 
^foresaid, one thousand bushels of wheat, of good merchant" 
able quality, on or before the Jivst day of September nexL 

And the said Richard Ro£, in consideration of the cove- 
nants on the part of the said John Dob, doth covenani and 
igree to and with the said John Doe, that he will pay to the 
said John Doe at the rate of one doUar for each bushel of 
wheat so delivered, immediately on the completion of the 
delivery thereof. 

t Thni fom ^ witneariog end Mgntng mwy Im &d(ipte4 in -ereTy fegrnl mstm- 
ment. except where a different form is partioalarly given'idi;' <fireeted ta be maed. 

% When "ft is desived to Hz the. dmnages Tor the violation of 1^ coniraql. tlua 
elanse may be iaterted before lihe witneBeiRg datrse. It lias iS\e K^mB^^ df 
fnaking certain the amoant of damages to l>e paid, inntead of leaving it to be 
•ettled by a suit at law^ «r tti ^jgweaeat ketweeaihe ^ariiei, tifier ibe cMArwA 
Imm bocM iriofa.t'Pd. 
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Stt WtUtU wtlCttof^ the said parties have liereunto 

their bands and seals the day and year first above written. 
Signed, sealed, and deliv- ^ 

ered, in presence of [ JOHN DOE (seal).. 

John It^mitb, f RICHARD ROE (sedljt. 

James Short. 3 

The foregoing form can be used for any deseripdoa ol* 
persoDal property. 



No. 3.— Agreement for Bnitding, 

Contract for IBoilMnS, made the tenth day of JW/y, one 
thousand eight hundred and.^.v> ^ ^^^ between Jokn Doe^ 
(^ Brooklyn^ in the county q£ Kings, and state of New York, 
of the first part, and Richard Roe, of New York, in the 
county of New York, and state of New York, of the second 
part, m these words : the said party of the second part cove- 
nants and agrees to and with the said party of the first part^ 
to make, erect, build, and finish, in a good, substantial, and 
workmanlike manner, a three^^ory brick dwelling-house, on 
the lot of land situated [here insert deserij^iion &f loi^ agree* 
able to the draught, plan, and explanation,* hereto annexed^ 
of good and substantial materials, t>y the^r*# day of January 
next* And the said party of the first part covenaBts andl 
agrees to pay unto the sedd party of the second part, for the 
same) the sum of two thousand dollars lawful money of the 
United States, as follows : the sum of one thtmscmd dollars 
wihen the hmlding is enclosed and the roof put on, and the 
remaining one thousand dollars tchen the hmlding is com." 
jfleted. 

And for the true and faithful pcrforuMtnce of all and every 
of the covenants and agreements above mentioned^ the parties 
to these presents covenant and agree", each with the other, 
that the sum o^ one thousand dollsfrs, as fixed, settled, and 
liquidated damages, shall be paid to the other by the failing 
party. 

3n mtlXtB^ mlfCttt^ &c. [a» in No. 1}. 

^ The drftvghia ftnd explanations shoold be all BigwA b j tW parties t» tb« 
i^greeoMikty ia ordav that tboj OMy b« ideotifiecL 



Vo. 4. — ^Agraement for the Sale of IiaikL 

3ltlicU0 0f ^qxctmtnU made the fifth day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred KtiAJiftyi between John Dob, of 
Rochester, in the county of Monroe, and state of New York, 
of the first part, and Richard Roe, of Neicbmrgh, in the county 
of Orange, and state of New York, of the second part, wit- 
nesseth, that the said party of the iirst part, for and in con- 
sideration of the sum oi fifty dollars, to him in hand paid, has 
contracted and agreed to sell to the said party of the second 
part, all that certain piece or parcel ot land, situate in the 
town of Newhurgh, in Orange county, and state of New York, 
and which is bounded and described as follows, to wit : be- 
ginning at, &c. [here insert description of the /a»/i].* 

And the said party of the iirst part agrees to execute and 
deliver to the said party of the second part a warranty deed, 
for the said land : Provided, and upon condition nevertheles8« 
that the said party of the second part, his heirs or assigns, 
pay to the said party of the first part, his heirs or assigns, for 
the same land, the sum of five hundred dollars lawful money 
of the United States of America, payable as follows : the su^i 
of two hundred and fifty dollars on the first day of June next, 
and the further and remaining sum of ttpo hundred and fifty 
dollars on the first day of August in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-ttvo, together with lawful interest on 
the same, from the date hereof: And the said party o^ the 
second part, for himself, his heirs, executors, and administra- 
tors, doth covenant and agree, to and with the said party of 
the first part, his heirs and assigns, that the said party of the 
second part will pay the said several sums as they severally 
become due, with the intefest thereon, without deductioi;i of 
any taxes or assessments whatever. And it is further agreed 
between the parties to these presents, that if default be made 
in fiilfilling this agreement, or aiiy part thereof, on the part 
of the said party of the second part, then, and in such case, 
the said party of the first part, his heirs and assigns, shall be 
at liberty to consider this contract as forfeited and annulled, 
and to dispose of the said land to any other person, in the 
•ame manner as if this contract had never been made. 

3n mitnceB mi^tttof^ &c. [as in JVb. i]. 

• In deflcribing land, buildings, &c., care ehoald be bad to make tbe deicrlp- 
tion at complete as posabl^i so as to be readily identified on examina^on* 

2 
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Na &— Agreement for fhe Hbing of a Clerk or 

WorkmaiL 

®l)i« Qlgreement, &c. [as in No. l to the • ]— 
tDitne00tti), that the said John Doe has agreed to enter 
the service of the said Richard Roe as clerk [orjournet/man], 
and covenants and agrees, to and with the said Richard Roe, 
that he will faithfully, honestly, and diligently, apply himself 
and perfoiin the duties of a clerk [or journei/man] in the store 
[or shop] of the said Richard Roe, and faithfully obey all the 
reasonable wishes and commands of the said Richard Roe, 
for and during the space of oTie year from the Jirst day of 
December next, for the compensation oi Jive hundred, dollars 
per annum, payable quarterly. ' 

And the said Richard Roe covenants with the said John 
Doe, that he will receive him as his clerk [or journeyman] 
for the term of one year aforesaid, and will pay him for his 
services as such clerk [or journeyman] the sum oi Jive hun^ 
dred dollars annually, m quarter yearly payments. 

Jn mintM V3\itttol^ &c. [as in No. 1]. 



Na 6.'^Agxeement for making and deliTering 

Boots. 

ttljifi Qlgreement, &c. [as in No. ito^]— 

tDit1t^00tti), that the said John Doe, in consideration of 
the covenants on the part of the party of the second part, to 
be performed, doth covenant and agree, to and with the said 
Richard Roe, that he will, within [h^e insert the time] from 
the date hereof, make and deliver to the said Richard Roe, 
ten thousand pairs of boots, made from calfskin, of the first 
quality, and of the following sizes \here insert sizes]. 

And the said Richard Roe covenants to pay to the said 
John Doe two dollars for each pair upon the completion of 
the delivery of the said ten thousand pairs, 'f the same are 
delivered within [insert the time agreed upon] from the date 
hereof as aforesaid. 

Jfn mintM m^c^txtol^ &c. [as in No. 1]. 



1 
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Na 7.— Agreement for making Floiir-BaxreI& 

ffljis ^Qrumtnt^ &c. [as in Na. 1 to the • ] — 
iDitTte00<tl)^ that John Doe, in consideration of the agree* 
ment on the part of Richard Roe, to be performed, covenants 
with the said Richard Roe, that he will make and deliver to 
the said Richard Roe, during the term of one year next en- 
suing from the date hereof) one thousand merchantable flour- 
barrels in each toeekf said flour-barrels to be made of good» 
hard, well-seasoned white-oak stuffy and the hoops to be of 
black ash. 

And the said Richard Roe, in consideration thereof agrees 
to pay to the said John Doe at the rate of twenty cents for 
each ban-el, such payment to be made on each thousand bar- 
rels immediately on the delivery thereofy until the whole 
quantity is made and delivered.* 

3n mlXUM mlicxcof^ &c. [as in No. 1]. 



No. 8.— Agreement to sell and deliver Cord-Wood. 

8i)i0 ^S^umcnty &:c. [as in No. 1 to the •]. 

wUtt^60^tt|f that the said John Doe agrees %o sell to the 
said Richard Roe one thousand cords of wood, all of it to be 
well seasoned, and to be of beech and maple only, and to de- 
liver the same, securely corded, at the factory of the said 
Richard Rob in the toton aforesaid, for the price of two dol- 
lars per cord, on the^r«^ day of June next. 

And the said Richard Roe, in consideration thereof, agreeet 
to pay to the said John Doe, for the said wood, at the rate 
of two dollars for each cord of wood, immediately upon the 
completion of the delivery thereof. 

Jfn toititieee toiin^eof, &c. [as in No. i]. 



No. 9. — ^Agreement to sell Shares of Stoek. 

(Kl)i0 ^%XttVXtni^ &c. [as in No. Ito*] — 

iDittteee^ttl^ that, in consideration of the agreement of 
Richard Roe, hereinafter contained, the said John Doe 
i^prees to seD, transfer, and convey, to the ssdd Richard Roe^ 

* The time and rate of payment may be altered to ootxeppond with the spo* 
«al a^Teement between tue parties. 
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on the tenth day of July next, one thousand shares of tlxe 
Glenville Manufacturing Company , now owned by the said 
JouN Doe, and standing in his name on the books of said com- 
pany, and to execute and deliver to the said Richard Roe all 
necessary assignments, transfers, and conveyances, to assure 
and convey the same to the said RicaABD Roe, his executors, 
adminiaOrators, and assigns, for ever. 

In consideration of which, the said Richard Roe, agrec^a 
with the said John Doe to pay to him one hundred dollars 
£oT each share of the said capital stock, on the said tenth day 
of July next. 

Mn mittUM ttljerieof, &c. [«# in No. i]. 



No. KX-^Agpreement to sell Goods in Store. 
Sl)i0 QlgreemetU, &c. [as in No. 1 to^] — 

tDitn^00<ti)f that in consideration of the covenants on the 

5 art of the said Richard Roe, hereinafler contained, the said 
OHN Doe doth covenant with the said Richard Hob, that 
he will take of the said Richard Roe all his stock of goods, 
wares, and merchandise, now being in his store in the village 
of Cooperstotont together with all the fixtures thereto belong- 
mg ; an account of such stock of goods, wares, and merchan* 
dise, to be taken by the parties hereto in the presence of each 
ether : and the said John Doe agrees to pay for them at the 
invoice price ; but if any of said goods be damaged, such dam- 
aged goods, together with the fixtures aforesaid, to be valued 
by two disinterested persons, one of whom is to be selected 
by each of the parties heretOi» and to pay for the same the 
value or price that the said appraisers may agree to set upon 
them as a fair valuation of the same ; and that in ^ve daye 
after the value of said goods, wares, merchandise, and fixtures, 
can be ascertained as aforesaid, said value is to be paid by 
the said Jonk Doe to the said Richard Roe. 

And the said Richard Roe, in consideration thereof, agrees 
to sell to the said John Doe the said goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, at the invoice price, and the fixtures and such goods 
as may be damaged at such price as the appraisers appointed 
as aforesaid may fix and determine ; and make, execute, and 
deliver, to the said John Doe, a good and sufficient biU of 
sale and conveyance thereof. . 

3n toittiega wl)^riC0f, &c. \as in No. i]. 
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Na 11.— Agreement to cnltiTate Land on Sbaree. 

Sl|i0 Stgreemmt, &c. [as in No. ito^] — 

tSJilnCBBttii^ that the said John Doe agrees with the said 
Richard Roe, that he will properly plou^, harrow, till, fit, 
and prepare for sowing, all that certain field of ground be- 
longing to the said Richard Roe, which field lies, &c. [here 
imert description of the field], containing aboat fifty acres, 
and to sow the same with good winter wheat, finding one half 
of the seed wheat  necessary therefor, on or before the first 
day of September next ; and that he will at the proper time 
cut, harvest, and thrash, the said wheat, and properly winnow 
and clean the same, and deliver the one half part of the said 
wheat to the said Richard Roe, at his ham, on his premises, 
in the town of Washington aforesaid, near his dwelling-house, 
within ten days after the same shall have been cleaned ; and 
will carefully stack the one half part of the straw on the 
premises of die said Richard Roe, near to his bam aforesaid. 
And the said Richard Roe, in consideration of the forego- 
ing agreement, promises and agrees, to and with the said 
John Doe, that he may enter in and upon the said field for 
the purpose of tilling and sowing the same, and of harvesting 
the crop ; and flfee ingress and egress have and enjoy for the 
purposes aforesaid ; and that he will furnish to the said John 
Doe one half part of the see"d wheat necessary to sow the 
same, on or before the first day of September next, and per- 
mit the said John Doe ta thrash and clean the wheat upon 
the premises of the said Richard Roe. 

3n mXXUM Vll^tXtcf^ Sec. [as in No. 1], 



No. 12. — ^Agreement for the Sale of Horse. 

(tt|i0 SLgreentJetttf &c. [as in No. 1 to the * ] — 
tDitttieS0etl), that the said John Doe hereby agrees to sell 
to the said Richard Roe his dark-bat/ horse, with a white 
star in the forehead, and black mane and tail, and to warrant 
the said horse to be well broken, to be kind and gentle, both 
under the saddle and in single and double harness, to be 
sound in every respect and free from vice — ^for the sum of 
one hundred dollars, to be paid by the said Richard Roe on 
the tenth day of May next. 

2» 
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In consideration whereof, the said Richard Roe agrees to 
purchase the «aid horse, and to pay therefor to the said Johic 
Doe the sum of one hundred dollars, on the tenth day of May 
next. 

In miXntM m})tttol^ &c. [as in No, 1]. 



ITa 13. — ^Agreement for Sale and Purchase of 

Fmit-Trees. 

Sl)i0 Qtgreentjent, &c. [as in No, llo^] — 

tDitnit60etl)t ^^^ ^^ said John Doe agrees to sell and 
deliver to the said Richard Roe, at his dwelling-house in 
Springfield aforesaid, five hundred apple-trees, ttoo hundred 
and fifty peach-trees, two hundred plum-trees, one hundred 
pear-trees, and fifty nectarine-trees, all in good order for 
transplanting, in the month of May next, for the following 
prices, namely : for each hundred apple-trees, twenty dollars ; 
for each hundred peach-trees, fifteen dollars ; for each hun- 
dred plum-trees, thirty dollars ; for each hundred pear-trees, 
twenty five dollars; and for each fifty nectarine-trees, ten 
dollars.* 

And the said Richard Roe, in consideration thereof, agrees 
to purchase the trees aforesaid, in the quantity aforesaid, and 
at the prices aforesaid ; and to pay to the said John Doe the 
price Uierefor in cash upon the delivery of the said trees. 

In »UtU00 m^itxtsA^ &c. [as in No. 1]. 



No. 14. — Agreement for Barter. 

ttl)i0 ^grumtnU &c. [as in No. 1 to • ] — 
tDittt^00i^t^« that the said John Doe, in consideration of 
the agreement of the said Richard Roe, hereinafter con- 
tained, agrees to deliver to the said Richard Roe, on or be- 
fore the first day of October next, one thousand bushels of 
potatoes, at the dwelling-house of the said Richard Roe. 

And the said Richard Roe, in consideration thereof, agrees 
to deliver to the said John Doe, at his dwelling-house^ on or 
before the first day of October next, two hundred and fifty 
bushels of goody clean, merchantable wheat. 

Jn tDitnie00 toijer^of^ &c. [as in No. i]. 

* The number of treei and the price may be raried to oorreipond with tlia 
agreement between the parties. 
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No. 15. — ^Agreement for the Sale of AwlmaTg 

®l)i0 3lgre^micntt &c. [as in No. 1 to*] — 

toitttessettlt t^^^ i° consideration of the agreement of the 
said Richard Roe, hereinafter contained, the said John Dob 
agrees to sell and deliver, on the ^rst day of June next, to 
the said Richard Roe, at his store in Bennington, one yoke 
^t four-year old oxen. 

And the said Richard Roe, in consideration thereof, agrees 
to pay to the said John Doe sixty dollars immediately upon 
• the delivery thereof. 

Jn 1Bitnje00 toljmofy &c. \as in No. 1]. 



No. 16. — ^Apprentice's Zadentore.* 

St)i0 Stibcnlnti^ mitntMCtlf^ that James Doe, of the toum 
of Cooperstoivn, in the county of Otsego, and state of N^^ 
York, now aged eighteen years, hy and with the consent of 
John Doe his father, hath voluntarily, and of his own free 
will and accord, put and bound himself apprentice to Rich- 
ard Roe, of the dty of Rochester, in the county of Monroe, 
and state of New York, to learn the art, trade, and mystery 
of a hatter, and as an apprentice, to serve from this date, 
for and during and until the full end and term' of three years 
^ext ensuing ; during all which time, the said apprentice his 
master faithfully, honestly, and industriously shall serve, his 
secrets keep, all lawful commands everywhere readily obey, 
and at all times protect and preserve the goods and property 
of said master, and not suffer or allow any to be injured or 
wasted ; he shall not ^ buy, sell, or traffic with his own goods, 
or the goods of others, nor, be absent from his said master's 
service day nor night, without leave, and in all things behave 
himself as a faithful apprentice ought to do, during the said 
term. And the said master shall use and employ the utmost 
of his endeavors to teach, or cause him, the said apprentice, 
to be taught or instructed, in the art, trade, and mystery of a 
hatter, and of making and finishing hats in all its branches.] 

* An indenture is an instrument, under seal, indented or notched at the top, 
" inatar dentiuta" like the teeth of a saw. Most of the states have special 
regulations in regard to the rights and duties of the parties, which should be 
elwerved. - ^ 

t The oonditions in regard to hoard and loggings, and the rate of wages with 
the time of nayment, should hero be inserted, according to tb« terms of agree- 
ment made between the partiea. 
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And for the true performance of all and singular tHe coto- 
nants and agreements aforesaid, the parties bind themselves 
each unto the other, firmly by these presents. 

3X1 tDittt060 XBhCTCof^ the parties aforesaid have hereunto 
set their hands ana seals, the tenth day of July, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and ^ty. 

Sealed and delivered ") 

in the presence of I JAMES DOE fsealj, ' 

John Smith, f RICHARD ROE (sealj. 

. Peter Jones, j 

I do hereby consent to, and approve of, the binding of my 
son, James Doe, as in the above indenture mentioned. 
CoopERSTowN, July lb, A. D. 1850. JOHN DOE. 



No. 17. — Benranf s IndiBHture. 

ffiljis SnitntntC toitttedSJetl)^ that John Doe, now aged 
seventeen years, of the ciit/ of Bos ton t in the county of Suffolk f 
and state of Massachusetts, by and with the consent of Wil- 
liam Doe, his father, hath voluntarily, and of his own free 
will and accord, put and bound himself servant to Richard 
Roe, of the same place, and as a domestic servant, to serve 
from the date hereof, for and until the full end and term of 
his minority ; during all which time, the said servant his mas- 
ter faithfully, honestly, and industriously shall serve, all law- 
ful commands everywhere readily obey, protect and preserve 
iiie goods and property of his said master, and not suffer or 
allow any to be injured or wasted ; he shall not be absent 
from service without leave, and in all things and at all times 
behave as a faithful servant ought to do.'' And the said Rich- 
ard Roe shall and will furnish and provide the said servant, 
during the continuance of the said term, with suitable and 
sufficient board, lodging, and washing ; and in case of sick" 
ness, with medical^ attendance, care, and medicines. 

And for the true performance of all and singular the cov- 
enants and agreements aforesaid, the said parties bind them- 
selves, each unto the other, firmly by these presents. 

In mXntM lulj^reaf, &c. [as in No, 16]. 

I do hereby consent to, and approve of, the binding of my 
son, John Doe, as in the above indenture mentioned. 
Boston, November 1, 1850. WILLIAM DOE. 
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ARBITRATION. 

ARBiTitATioN is an agreement by parties who have a con* 
troversy, to submit that controversy or difference to the de- 
cision of a third party. 

When the matters in difference are simply those of fact or 
opinion merely, it is often more expeditious and satisfactory 
to submit them to the decision of mutual friends than to the 
regularly - constituted authorities. 

The agreement to refer matters in difference to the decision 
of a third party, is called a submission. 

The decision of the arbitrators is called an award. 

The award should be specific and distinct, containing the 
decision of the arbitrators <m as clear and concise language 
as possible. 

When the arbitration is under a rule of court, the award 
should be sealed up and delivered to the court without delay. 

The following oath should be taken by the persons chosen 

as arbitrators, before entering upon the examination of the 

matters in dispute :•— > 

Wb, the undersigned, arbitrators, appointed by and be- 
tween John Doe and Richard Roe, do swear fairly and faith- 
fully to hear and examine the matters in controversy between 
the said Jobn Doe and Richard Roe, and to make a just 
award according to the best of our underst-anding. 

JOHN JONES, 
HENRY SMITH, 
THOMAS SHARPE. 

Sworn to, this j^Uenth day of Octoberir A. D. 185—, before 
me— 

John Richter, Justice of the Peace 

Oath to be administered to a witness by arbitrators :— 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give to 
the arbitrators here present in a certain controversy submit- 
ted to them by and between John Doe and Hiohard Roe, 
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth ; 
80 help you God, 



A&BIT&ATIOK. 

No. la— Fonn of BnbmiBBion- 

UnotD all illett bu tljese T^tCBtnlB^ that whereas a contro- 
versy is now existing between John Doe, of the ciiy of JNew 
York, in the county of New York, and state of New York^ and 
Richard Roe, of /Ac tame place, concerning the sale, warrant!/^ 
and soundness, of a certain horse, which it is alleged was sold 
by the said John Doe to Richard Roe aforesaid, upon, a 
tcarranty that the said horse was sound in every respect^ and 
which horse, it is alleged, is not and teas not at the time of 
such sale sound in every respect : 

Now, therefore, we the said John Doe and Richari> Roe 
do hereby submit the said controversy to the decision and 
arbitration of John Jones, Henry Smith, and Thomas 
Sharpe, all of New York tzforesaid, or to any two of them ; 
and do covenant each with the other that we will in all things 
faithfully keep, observe, and abide by. the decision and awai'd 
that they or any two of them r^ay make in writing in the 
premises under their hands, ready to be delivered on or be- 
fore the first day of October next 

3lnb it ifi ftirtljrr a^tth between the parties hereto^ 
that the party that shall fail to keep, abide by, and observe 
the decision and award that shall be made according to the 
A-.cgoing submission, will pay to the other the sum of ttoo 
hundred dollars, as liquidated, fixed, and settled damages. 

ij)itn£00 our hands and seals, this tenth day of October^ 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty. 

Sealed and delivered^ 

in the presence of 1 JOHN DOE (seal), 

John Smith, [ RICHARD ROE Y^aZj. 

John' Stone. i 



Na 19. — ^Arbitration Bond. 

lEnotD all iBXf^Xl bs X\)tBt l^Xtlitni% that I, John Dob, 
of the city of New YorJc, in the county of New York, and state 
of New York, am held and firmly bound unto Richard Roe, 
of the same plaice, in the sum of five hundred dollars, lawful 
money of the United States of America, to be paid to the said 
Richard Roe, his executors, administrators, or assigns ; for 
which payment, well and truly to be made, I bind myself, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators, each and every of them 
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firmly t»y tliese presents. Sealed with my ieah Dated the 
twelfth day of Oetoher, one thousand, eight hundred, and ' 

^h^ ronbitiott of the above obligation is such, that if the 
aboro'bounden John Doe shall well and truly submit to the 
decision of John Jones, Henry Smith, and Thomas Sharpb, 
or the majority of them named, selected and chosen arhitra* 
tors, as well by and on the part and behalf of the said John 
Doe as of the said Richard Rob, between whom a contro- 
versy exists, to hear all the proofs and allegations of the par- 
ties of and concerning the sale, warranty, and soumdnesSf of a 
certain horse, which it is alleged is unsound, and that it wa$ 
sold hy the said Zqvlt<i Doe to the said Richard Roe with 
warranty that it was in every respect sound^^nd all matters 
relating thereto ; and that the award of the said arhitratori 
be made in writing, subscribed by them or the majority of 
them, and attested by a subscribing witness, ready to be de- 
livered to the said parties on or before the Jirst day of iV^ 
vetnher next. But before proceeding to take any testimony 
therein, the arbitrators shall be sworn ''faithfully and fairly 
to hear and examine the matters in controversy between the 
parties to these presents, and to make a just award according 
to tbe best of their understandmg." And the said parties to 
these presents do hereby agree, that judgment in the supreme 
court of the said state shall be rendered upon the award which 
may be made pursuant to this submission, to the end that all 
matters in controversy in that behalf, between them, shall be 
finally concluded — ^then the above obligation to be void, other- 
wise to remain in fuU force and virtue. 

Signed, sealed, and dehv- 1 

ered, in presence of I JOHN DOE (seal). 

Peter Penny, f RICHARD ROE (seal). 

Hiram Jones. j . 

Another bond should be executed by Richard Roe to John 
Doe, similar to this in every respect, except reversing the 
names. 



H 
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No. 20.— Award of AxUtratoxs. 



8:0 all to miiom ihtBt Ilriesente stjall tomt or man 

C01tfl(rtt> Greeting : We, John Jones, Henry Smith, and 
Thomas Sharpr, to whom was sulmiitted as arbitrators the 
matters in controversy existing hetween John Doe and Rich- 
ard Roe, Wth of the city of New York^ in the county of New 
York, and state of New York, as hy the condition of their re- 
spective honds of suhmis^ion, executed by the said parties 
respectively, each onto the oth^*, and bearing date the twelfth 
day of October^ one thousand eight hundred and Jifty, more 
fully appears. 

Now, therelbxie, know ye, that we the arbitrators men- 
tioned in the said bonds, having been first duly sworn accord- 
ing to law, and having bpard the proofs and allegations of the 
parties, and examined the matters In controversy by them 
submitted, do make this award in writing : that is to say, the 
said John Dob did sell to the said Richard Rob a certain 
horse on ike fifteenth day of September hut, warranting" him 
to be sound in every respee$ffor the price of one hundred and 
fifty dollar i ; the said horte is and was at the time of such 
sale unsound, and worth only the sum of forty dollars ; and 
the said Jonv Doe should pay to the said !&ichard Rob one 
hundred and ten dollars for the difference in price, and thirty 
dollars for the expenses of keeping iUm, besides the costs of 
this arbitration.' 

3X1 mitntW tol)ertof« we have hereunto subscribed these 

S resents, this^r#^ day of November, one thousand eight hun- 
red and fifty. 

In the presence of ) JOHN JONES, 

Peter Penny, ^ HENRY SMITH, 

Hiram Jones^. ) THOMAS SHARPE. 



r 
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ASSIGNMENTS. 

» 

. An assignment is a transfer of one man's interint in prop- 
erty to another, enabling the person to whom it is assigned 
to have the same control over the thing assigned as though 
he were the original owner. 

An assignment made with the intent to hinder, delay, or 
defraud creditors or other persons, is void. 

An assignment may be made for the benefit of the one to 
whom it is made ; or partly for his bii|iefit and partly in trust 
for the benefit of others ; or wholly in trust for the benefit of 
others. ^ 

If there be reserved in an assignment any profit, benefit, or 
advantage, to the one making the assignment, this will be con- 
clusive evidence of fraud ; and the assignment would be tt 
once set aside oh the application of creditors prejudiced by it. 

But ihe assignee may employ the assignor in settling up 
the claims and such like business necessary to be done. 

An assignment, like any other conveyance, of an interest fa. 
lands, should be immediately acknowledged and properly 
recorded. 

An assignment to a neir relatiofn is always looked upon 
with great suspicion by the courts;" and, unless made with 
entire good faith, and for a valuable consideration, will be set 
aside on the application of creditors, upon whom it operal^s 
as a fraud. 



Tto. 21, — General Form of AsBignment. 

If 

Ktt0TD all Mtn bj tl)ese ^xeMeM% that I, JTohn Doe, 

within named, in consideration of ^^/^y dollars, to me in hand 
paid* by Richard Roe, of the eity o£ Bostonj^in the county of 
Suffolk, and state of Massachusetts , the receipt whereof is 

• It will hardly be necessaiy to caation a pt^dedt penon agaioat P^Jfe^ ?** 
the poMescioa of an instrument acknowledging the receipt of the eoiiiP»at^oi|| 
vmm it bM acuu% been ^d» 
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hereby acknowledged, have sold and assigned, imd by titese 
presents do sell and assipi, to the said Richard Roe, the 
within instrument in writing, and all my right, title, and in- 
terest in and to the same, authorizing him, in my name or 
otherwise, but at his own expense, to enforce the same ac- 
cording to the tenor thereof. 

3n toitftCSS ttliereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal, this Jirst day of Juli/, one thousand eight hundred and 

•^^^* JOHN DOE fsealj. 

Sealed and delivered in presence of 

John Smith, 

John Ston£. 

The foregoing fc^noi" to be endorsed on the instrument 
assigned* 

No. 22.---A8Bignment of Bond. 
IRnom all Ulen bg tjjeee JJreeentB, that I, John Doe, 

of the viti/ of Rochester, in the county of Monroe, and state 
of New Yorky of the first part, for and in consideration of the 
sum of one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States 
of America, to me in hand paid by Richard Roe, of the cie^ 
of Brooklyn, in the countj of Kings, and "state of New York, 
of the second part, at or before the ensealing and delivery 
of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
have bargained, sold, and assigned, and by these presents do 
bargain, sell, and assig^, unto the said party of the second 
pai't, his executors, administrators, and assigns, a certain writ- 
ten bond or obligation and conditions thereof, bearing date 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
Jifty, executed by John Smith, of the city of New York, in 
the cSunty of NmP York, and state of New York, to me, con- 
ditioned K)r the 'payment of twelve hundred dollars, on the 
first day of May next, with interest, and all sum and sums 
of money^ue, or to grow due thereon. And the said party 
of the first part doth covenant with the said party of the sep^ 
ond part, that there is now due on the said bond or obliga- 
tion, according to the conditions thereof, for principal and 
interest, the sura of tioelve hundred and forty-two dollars, and 
doth .^if^eby authorize this said party of the second part, in 
his nasae to &sk» demand, sue for, recovej, receive, and enjoy» 



vi- 
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tiie money due, and that may grow due thereon, as afore- 
said. 

Jtt mitnCBQ tDi)ereoff I have hereuntp set my hand and 
seal, this Jifth day of Jult/^ one thousand eight hundred and 

JOHN DQ« fiealj. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
Peter Pepper, 
John Stone. 



No. 23. — ^Assignment of Mortgage. 
Vinom all iSleti b^ tijese l^xtumi^^ that I, John Doe, 

of the town of White Plaii98, in the county of Westchester, 
and state of New York, of the first part, in Consideration of 
the sum of two thousand dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, to me in hand paid hy Richard Roe, of the same « 
place, of the second part, at or before the ensealing and de- 
livery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, have granted, bargained^ sold, assigned; trans- 
ferred, and set over, and by these presents do grant,- bargain, 
sell, assign, transjfer, and set over, unto the said party of the 
second part, a certain indenture of mortgage, bearing date 
the tenth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and Jifty, made by Hiram Smiih, of the torvn of White 
Plains, in the county of Westchester, and state of New York, 
to secure the sum of two thousand dollars, together with the 
bond or obligation therein described, and the money due add 
to ffrow due thereon, with the interest, ffxjr Ijovc anb Uf 
l)0lu the same unto the said party of the second part, his ex- 
ecutors, administrators, and assigns, for his sole use, benefit, 
and behoof, for ever, subject only to the proviso in the said 
indenture of mortgage mentioned : and 1 -do hereby make» 
constitute, and appoint, the said party of tlie second part my 
true and lawful attorney, irrevocable* in my name or other- 
wise, but at his proper costs and charges, to htil^, use, and 
take, all lawful ways and means for the recovery of the said 
money and interest ; and in case of payment, to discharge the 
same as fully as I might or could do if th^se presents were 
not made. » 

And I covenant, for myself, my heirS, -executors,- ;^d ad- 
xmnistrators, that I am the tru« and lavyfal owner of ih^ »|tid 



*i»rtw) nrtA mimfpige, mi Aat I have jurt rigtMaD poww 
tii.ii SiHhfrrity Hi wII, MKipi, and dispose of the same; wta 
(tiKt llicfn i" now nwiiiji tlicreon the said principal sum of (it* 
t/i'tutui'l (Ifillurit, Ki(((!tlier with the interest thereon, from the 
//■*t (lny (if AttgUll lll»t pait. 

Jn vltHlfff IDl)rWO& fto. (a* in No. 22]. 

Mo. 34.— AMlCiim«ft of Mortgage to lie endorsea 

thereon.* 
t. .TfiMM T>nti, In eons id or at ion i>f_fiee hnndrtd dollars, to me 
III hniid pnld by RroH^BD Rof. of the ci/i/ of Hartford, in the 
Cdlility (tf llaTl/iirA, nm! ntiite of Connecticut, the receipt wbere- 
tif in lidrplijr aiiltimwU-UjIPil. do hfireby assign, transfer, cxrnvey, 
mill not nviT, iimKi tliA niiiil Kichakd Roe, the within iiiden;- 
ture of miirtj(nirii ami llio Viond accompanying the 
ftll my ri^lit, tilm, ami itiieront, 
' aulh'ii'i/.o tliG naiU Ui(;H\nD R< 

hut at iri» uwu yu^\H 1111.1 .OiLiii; 

ttiQiit III' iIki ULtne. 
" for priiii;l|iBl npon tli 
fii^e hvndrcd doUara, 
cmo tluiii^nnil ciRht 1 
owijer ihoMiof; iuul h; 

3u miineae ulicreoE, 
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•ir aBBigna, shall collect the money eecnred by the bond uid 
TXiortgage hereby assigned ; then, after taking therefrom the 
said sum of fine, hundred dollara, with interest thereon from 
the dare hereof, and (he amount of the costs and charges prop- 
erly incurred in and about the collecting thereof, he or they 
ehall pay over the surplus (if any) to the said John Doe, his 
executors, admiaiatraiors, or assigns. 

3n mitncse mlftreot, we have hereunto set our hands 
and seals, this first day of October, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fi/ty. 
Signed, sealed, and deliv- ") ' 

ered, in preaence of I JOHN DOE ffealj. 

John SMrrn, (" RICHARD ROE (lealj. 

Jaues Suobt. 3 



No. 26.— Aasignmant of a Debt 

KnuB) all iHen bj) lljese ^ttatnte, that I, John Doe, 
of the citff of New Orleans^ in the parish of Orleans, and stite 
of Louisiana, in consideration of one thontand dollars to me- 
in hand paid l>v "Rinurio Ror, of ike laine j>lace, the receipt 
Irtwreof I lif;u'ljy inknowledge, have sold, transferred, and 
siiid JlicHARD Roe, a certain debt due and 
Jdiiv Smith, of the dty of Gvncinnati, in 
iiiihin, and'ttate of Ohio, for \here itate the 
-ai.K of indebtedness^, amountiQg to twelve 

;e the said Ri<Aiari> Koe, in uty 
.1 c iiis own coats, to sue for, colleei) 
iransfer, settle and discharge, the's&id 

that the said sam of twelve hundred dol- 
due to me from the said John Smith, 
lone nor will do anything to less^u or 
or hinder the said Richard I(oe or 

ii, &c. [as in No. a2].'. 
3» 
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No. 27. — Asslgninftnt of Judgment. 

Sl)i0 StihztliUXt^ made the Jirst day of October, one thou- 
sand, eight hundred and fifty, between John Doe, of the 
town of Winchester, in the county of Cheshire, and state of 
New Hampshire, of the first part, and Richard Roe, of the 
same place, of the other part : Whereas, the said party of the 
first part, on the^r*^ day oi June, one thousand eight hundred 
BXidi fifty, recovered by judgment in the superior court of the 
state of New Hampshire, against John Short, the sum of ten 
thousand dollars : 

Noto tl)i0 JTnbentitre pittiessetl), that the said party of 

the first part, in consideration of ten thousand dollars, to him 
duly paid, hath sold, and by these presents doth assign, trans- 
fer, and set over, unto the said party of the second part, and 
his assigns, the said judgment, and all sum and sums of money 
that may be had or obtained by means thereof, or on any pro- 
ceedings to be had thereupon. And the said party oi the 
first part dotb hereby constitute and appoint the said party 
of the second part, and his assigns, his true and lawful attor- 
ney irrevocable, with power of substitution and revocation, 
for the use and at the proper costs and charges of the said 
party of the second part, to ask, demand, and receive, and to 
sue out executions^ and take all lawful ways for the recovery 
of the money due or to become due on the said judgment ; 
and on payment^ to acknowledge satisfaction, or discharge the 
same : and attorneys one or more under him for the purpose 
aforesaid, to make and substitute, and at pleasure to revoke ; 
hereby ratifying and confirming all that his said attorney or 
STxbstitute shall lawfully ^o in the premises. And the said 
party of the first part dodi covenant that there is now due on 
the said judgment the sum of ten thousand dollars, and that 
he will not collect or receive the same, or any part thereof, 
nor release or discharge the said judgment, but will own and 
allow all lawful proceedings therein, the said party of the 
second part saving the said party of the first part harmless of 
and from any costs in the premises. 

Jn tnitness toliereoft the party* of the first part hath 
hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year first above 
written. JOHN DOE (sealj. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John SsfiTH, 
Peter Jon^ s. 



No. 28.— Assigmnent of Lease. 
Knoto all Men b^ ti)e0e |)»0ent9, that T, John Doe, 

of the city of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, and state of 
MassachtLseits, for and in consideration of the sum of one iUin- 
dred dollars, lawful money of the United States, to me duly 
paid by Richard Bx>e, of the same place, have sold, and by 
these presents do grant, convey, assign^ trans^r, and set 
over, unto the said Richard Roe, a certain indenture of 
lease, bearing date the Jirst day of April, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred 2ind Jifiy, made by Jaiibs Smart, of 
tbe aiii/ of Bodon aforesaid, to me for the term of twenty 
years, reserving unto the said Jahe^ Smart the yearly rent 
of ttoo kimdred dollars, payable quarterly, with all and sin- 
gular the premises therem mentioned and described,, and the 
buildings thereon, together with the appurtenances. Co 
i^avt attb to bold the same unto the said Richard Roe, his 
executors, administrators, and assigns, from th^ Jirst day of 
JUiay next ensuing, for and during all the rest, residue, aad 
remainder, yet to come of and in the term of tu)enty years 
mentioned in the said indenture of lease : subject, neverthe- 
less, to the rents, covenants, conditions, and provisions, therein 
also mentioned. [And I do hereby covenant, grant, promise, 
and agree, to and with the said Richard Roe, that tlie said 
assigned premises now are free and clear of and from all far- 
mer and other gifts, grants, bargaiiis, sales, leases, judgments, 
executions, back rents, taxes, assessntents, and eiaicuiifbrances, 
whatsoever.] 

Jfn t»Uttea0 wl)^eof, &c. [as in^No. 32]. 

Instead of the clause within brackats, the following may be 
used : — 

And I do hereby covenant and agree, to and with the said 
RjcHARD Roe, that the said assigned premises are free and 
clear of and from all other gifls, grants, bargains, sale^, leases^ 
aiihd encumbrances, by me suffered, made, or createiL 
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No. 29. — ^Assignment of Policy of Insurance.* 
Snow all Men bg tijese |)re0ent0^ that I, John Dob, 

of the cffi/ o^ St, Louis, in the county of St. houis, and state 
of jtf/.v«o«ri, for and in consideration . of the sum oi Jive hvn- 
drei dollars, lawful money of the United States, to me in 
hand paid by Richard Roe, of the same place, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, do hereby sell, assign, trans- 
fer, convey, and set over, unto the said Riciiaro Rob all my 
right, title, interest, claim, and demand, in and to the within 
named policy of insurance, and all sum and sums of money, 
interest, benefit, and advantage whatever, now due or whicb 
may hereafter arise, or to be had or made, by virtue thereof^ 
to have and to hold the same unto the said Righarb Roe, his 
heirs and assigns, for ever. 

Jfn tDitneee wljereof, &c. [as in No. 22]. 



Ho. (^0.— Assignment for the Benefit of all Credit- 
ors equally. ' 

IRnov) all IHen b^ tfjese presents^ that T, John Dof, 

of the toiim of Mifford, in the county of New Haveny and 
filiate of Connecticut, for value received, have sold, and by 
these presents do grant, se^, assign, and convey, tin to Rich- 
ard Roe, of the same place, all the accounts, debts^ dues, 
notes, bills, bonds, and demands, enumerated and specified in 
the schedule hereunto annexed, and marked ** Schedule A ;"i 
to have and to hdld the same, unto the said Richard Roe and 
his assigns : 

In trust to collect, sue for, demand, receive, and recover^ 
all such sums of money as may be due, owing, and payable 
thereon ; and after paying all reasonable and proper costs, 
charges, and expenses, to pay to each and all of my creditors 
the full sum that .may be due and owing to them from me, 
of whom the said Richard Roe is one, and a full and com- 
plete list of whom, with the true anjount due to each, is con- 
tained in the schedule hereto annexed, marked " Sf^hedu/e 
B;" and if the proceeds of the said notes, accounts, bonds, 

* Thia assignment mosl be endorsed on the insurance policy, and approval ol 
the insuren attested by the signature of ooe of the principal officers of the iDSCft- 
rance company. 

t The echedalfts abonld state the aasigDment to which they beloilig, an^ btt 
dated and signed by the paities, far die purpose of identification. 
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and so forth, be not suffiSent fully and entirely to pay off and 
satisfy each and all of my creditors, then to pay tbem fro rata 
in proportion to the amount due and owing to each. And if 
the proceeds as aforesaid shall be more than sufficient to pay 
and satisfy every one of my creditors, then to pay and nffun 
to me the balance that ma^bf^ left, if any, after paying all my 
creditors as aforesaid. 

And I do hereby nominate, constitute, and appoint^ the said 
Richard Rob my true and lawful attorney, irrevocable, in my 
name or otherwise, for the purpose aforesaid, to ask, deroana, 
sue for, collect, receive, and recover, all and singular such 
sum or sums of money as now at© or hereafter may become 
due, upon, for, or on account of any of the property, effects, 
things in action, or demandu above assigned ; giving and 
granting unto my said attorney full power and authority to 
do and perform every act, deed, and thing, requisite and ne- 
cessary m the premises ; as fully, to all intents and purposes, 
as I might or could do, if this assignment had not been made ; 
with full power of substitution and revocation, hereby rjitify- 
ing and con6rming all that my said attorney or his substitut# 
may lawfully do or cause to be done, in the premises, by vir- 
tue hereof 

%Xi tDUne00 TO\^tXtisi^ &c. \as i» No. 22]. 



Ko. 31.— Assignment by m Firm for the Benefit of 

Preferred Creditors. 

Qlt)i0 3nitntUXt^ made this ^rst day of Juli/, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and ^J'ti/, between John Doe 
and Richard Doe, of the ct(i/ o£ Philadelphia, in the coimty * 
of Philadelphia, and state of Pennsylvania, copateers, 
known as, and doing business under the name, style, or "firm, 
of John Doe and Brother, of the first part, and James 
Smith, of the city of Philadelphia aforesam; of the second 
part : 

Whereas, the said firm or copartnership are justly ifidebted 
in sundry dues and considerable sumsjof money, and have be- 
come unable punctually to pay and discharge the same, and 
are desirous of making a. fair, ju8t,;-ftnd equitable distribu- 
tion of all their property and effects among their creditors — ' 

Jfoto, Ujtrrfore, ti)i6 JfnietUjwfe tutttt^esetlj, that the said 

parties of the first part, in consMeration of the premises and 
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of the sum of one dollar to them m hand paid by the said 
party of the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, have granted, bargained, covenanted, released, 
sold, assigned, transferred, and set over, and by these pres- 
eaii do grant, bargain, covenant, release, assign, transfer, and 
set over, unto the said James S^tHTH, of the second part, and 
to his heirs and assigns for ever, all and singular the lands, 
tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances, situate, lying", 
and being within the state ol Pennsylvania ; and all goods, 
ViOCeSr merchandise, chattels, notes, bills, bonds, judgments, 
evidences of debt, Securities and vouchers for and affecting* 
the payment of money, claims, demands, things in action, and 
property, of every name and nature whatsoever, of and be- 
longing to the said parties of the first part (and which are 
more particularly and fully enumerated and described in the 
schedule hereto annexed, marked ** Schedule A** J, flto ijavc 
dXlb ttf l)0lb the same and every part and parcel thereof with 
the appurtenances thereunto belonging, to the said party of the 
second part, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns : 

In trust, nevertheless, for and upon the following uses and 
purposes, namely : the said party of the second part to take 
possession of all and singular the lands, tenements, and he- 
reditaments, property and effects, hereby assigned, and sell 
and dispose of the same upon such terms and conditions as in 
his judgment may appear best and most for the interest of all 
the parlies concerned, and convert the same into cash ; and 
to collect aU and singular the said notes, bills, bonds, judg- 
ments, evidences of debt, securities, claims, demands, things 
in action, and property, or so much thereof as may prove 
collectible, and thereupon execute, acknowledge, and deliver, 
all conveyances, receipts, and instruments, necessary and 
proper in the premises,, for the purposes aforesaid. And by 
and with the avails and proceeds of such sales and collections 
to pay or cause to be paid — 

Firity all the just and reasonable expenses, costs, commis- 
sions, and charges, of executing and carrying out the objects 
of this assignment ; and all rents, assessments, and taxes, due 
or to become due on l^e lots, lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments aforesaid, until &e same shaU be sold and disposed of 
according to this assigor&ent. 

Secondly J to pay and' discharge in full the several and re- 
spective debts, notes, bonds, obligations, and suilis of money 
aue or to grow due from the said parties of the first part, or 
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for wliiclK they axf jointly liable to the said party of the sec- 
ond part, and tliWieyeral other persons and hrms specified in 
the schedule hereto annexed, marked *' Schedule B;** together 
with all interest-moneys now due or to grow due thereon ; 
and if the said proceeds and avails shall not be sufficie^to 
pay and discharge the same in full, then such proceeds^bd 
avails shall be distributed pA rata among the said several 
persons and firms named in S^edule B afiiresaid, in propor- 
tion to the amount of their respective claims. 

Thirdly y to pay and discharge all the other copartnership 
debts, demands, and liabilities whatsoever, now exisClDg^ 
whether now due, or hereafier to become due, provided that 
there be sufficient funds for that purpose ; and should they 
prove insufficient, then the same shall be applied pro rata to 
the payment of such debts, demands, ana liabilides» in pro- 
portion to their respective amounts. 

Fourthly y to pay and discharge all the private and individ- 
ual debts of the parties of the, first part, or either of them, 
whether now due or to grow due, provided there be sufficient 
funds for that purpose ; and should they prove insufficient, 
then the same to be applied pro rata to the payment of the 
'said debts in proportion to their respective amounts. 

Lastly t to return the full surplus o^ the said proceeds and 
avails, if any there shall be, to the said parties of the first 
part, their executors, administrators, and assigns. 

And for the better execution of these presents, and of the 
several trusts hereby reposed, the said parties of the first part 
do hereby nominate, constitute, and appoint, the said party 
of the second part, their and each of their true and lawful 
attorney, irrevocable, with full power and authority to do, 
transact, and perform all acts, deeds, matters, and things, 
which are or may be necessary in the premises, a^ fully and 
completely as they, the said parties of the first part, or either 
of them, might or could do, were these presents not executed ; 
with full power of substitution and revocatitm, hereby ratify- 
ing and confirming all and every thing whatsoever that our 
said attorney or his substitute fihall lawfully do or ^use to 
bS done in the premises. » 

JTn toitnedd tDijereof, &c 

Sealed and delivered ") 

in the presence of I JOHN DOE (seal)* 

JoBBf Smith, f RICflULRD DOB OealJ. 

Pbter Jonxs. 3 
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hereby acknowledged, have sold and assigpied, and by tJiese 
presents do sell and assign, to the said Richard Roe, the 
within instrument in writing, and all my right, title, and in- 
terest in and to the same, authorizing him, in my name or 
otherwise, but at his own expense, to enforce the same ac- 
cording to the tenor thereof. 

3n witltCSS ttliereof, I have hereunto set my hand and* 
seal, this fint day of July^ one thousand eight hundred and 

JOHN DOE (Beat). 

Sealed and delivered in presence of 
John Smith, 
John Ston£. 

The foregoing ibnn*to be endorsed on the instrmnezit 
assigned. 

No. 22. — Assignment of Bond. 
^noxiy all iSlen bs tjjeee flreeente, that I, John Dok, 

of the vity of Rochester, in the county of Monroe, and state 
of New York, of the first part, for and in consideration of the 
sum of one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States 
of America, to me in hand paid by Richard Roe, of the city 
of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings, and "state of New York, 
of the second part, act or Iwfore the ensealing and deliveiy 
of these presents, tjie receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
have bargained, s<jld, and assigned, and by these presents do 
bargain, sell, and assigm, unto the said party of the second 
part, his executors, administrators, and assigns, a certain writ- 
ten bond or obligation and eonditions thereof, bearing date 
^hie Jirst day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
^ty, executed by John Smith, of the city of New York, in 
the c6unty of NmP York, and state of New York, to me, con- 
ditioned K)r the 'payment of twelve hundred dollars, on the 
Jirst day of May next, with interest^ and all sum and sums 
of money^ue, or to grow due therieon. And the said party 
of the first part doth covenant with the said party of the sep^ 
ond part, that there is now due on the said bond or obliga- 
tion, according 1» the conditions thereof, for principal and 
interest, the sura of ttoelve hundred and forty-two dollars, and 
doth liereby authorize the said party of the second part, in 
his name to ask, demand, sue for, recovej, recejivey and enjoy» 
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tlie money due, and that may grow due thereon, as afore- 
said. 

3n witness toljereof^ I have hereuntp set my hand and 
seal, this Jifth day of Jult/, one thousand eight hundred and 

JOHN DO* f teal J. 

Sealed and deliyered in the presence of 
Peter Pepper, 
John Stone. 



No. 23. — ^Assignment of Mortgage. 
KnotD all iSleti bg tijese ^ttBmt&^ that I, John Doe, 

of the totan of White PlaintSf in the county of Westchester, 
and state of New York, of the first part, in Consideration of 
the sum of two thousand dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, to me in hand paid by Richard Roe, of the same ^ 
place, of the second part, at or before the ensealing and de- 
livery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged^ have granted, bargained'^ sold, assigned,* trans- 
ferred, and set over, and by these presents do grant, bargain, 
sell, assign, transjfer, and set over, unto the said party of the 
second part, a certain indentutte of mortgage, bearing date 
the tenth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and Jifty, made by Htram Smi'Vh, of the torvn of White 
Plains, in the county of Westchester, and state of New York, 
to secure the sum of two thousand dollars, together with the 
bond or obligation therein described, and the money due and 
to ffrow due thereon, with the interest. ff0 (jdtJ^ a<l5 t0 
|)0lu the same unto the said party of the second part, his ex- 
ecutors, administrators, and assigns, for his sole use, benefit, 
and behoof, for ever, subject only to the proviso in the said 
indenture of mortgage mentioned : and 1 'do hereby make, 
constitute, and appoint, the said party of t£e second part my 
true and lawful attorney, irrevocablei in my name or other- 
wise, but at his proper costs and charges, to h«%0, use, and 
take, all lawful ways and means for the recovery of the said 
money and interest ; and in case of payment, to discharge the 
same as fully as I might or could do if th6se presents were 

not made. ^ j ^ 

And I covenant, for myself, my heirS, -executorsi- 1^ a^ 
ministrators, that I am the true and lawful owner of the sg,id 
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the United States, to me in hand paid, theTeceipt wbereof is 
hereby acknowledged, I-tiave assigned, sold, and set over, 
and do hereby assign, sell, and set over, unto the said Rich- 
ard Roe, all the right, title, and interest, which I have in the 
said invention, as secured to me in the said letters-patent [for, 
to, and ih the several states of Ohio and Michigan, and in no 
other place or places] : 

The same to be held and enjoyed by the said Richard 
Roe, for his own use and behoof, and for the use and behoof 
of his legal representatives, to the full end of the term for 
which the said letters-patent are or may be granted, as fully 
and entirely as the same would have been held and enjoyed 
by me had this assiopment and sale not been made. 

3X1 teetimons W^CVtoL I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my seal, this Jirst day of October, one thousand eight 
hundred and ^ty. 

JOHN DOE C^ealJ. 
Sealed and delivered in presence of 
John Smith, 
John Stone. 

This form can be used for the assignment of a partial right 
in a patent, by omitting the words (in the first paragraph) 
" purchasing from me all the right, title, and interest, which 
I have in and to the said invention, in consequence of the 
grant of letters-patent therefor," and inserting the words 
'* acquiring an interest therein," and by adding the words in 
brackets.* 

* Thif MMigtiinetit nrait be recorded in the patent-office within three montbff 
fkom the date of tiie fame. For fees, see '* Patents." 
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AFFIDAVIT. 

An affidavit is a written statement, subscribed by the party 
making it, and sworn to or affirmed before the pr<^p«r oflicer* 

A deposition is the testimoiiy of a witness under oath, re- 
duced to writing. 



> to wit : 



No. 34.— Form of AfEUlavit 

State of Ulinoia, 
County of Kane^ 

John Dob, of the town of Geneva, in the county afore^ 
saidf being duly sworn, says [here state tkejacts], and further 
says not. 

JOHN DOB. 

Sworn to this tenth day of October, A. D. 1850, 
before me, John Jones, 

Commissioner of Deeds. 

If the matters embraced in the affidavit are not within the 
deponent's own knowledge, but have been communicated to 
him by others in whose assertion he places confidence, the 
affidavit should be in this form : — 

State of Illinois, ) .^ ^ 

County of. Kane, f 

John Doe, of die tottm of Geneva, in the county ctfore^ 
said, being duly sworn, says that he has been informed, and 
believes it to be true, that [here insert what he has been in- 
formed of\ ; and further says not. 

JOHN DOE. 
Sworn to this tenth day of October, A. D, 1850, 
before me, John Jones, 

CommissioTier of Deeds, 
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BILLS OF EXCHANGE. 

A hill of exchange is a written request from one person to 
another, desiring him to pay a sum of money to a third per- 
son, a1:)3o]utely and at all events. They are seldom used 
except in drawing upon a person who is abroad in a foreign 
country. 

The person who draws the bill is called the drawer ; the 
person on whom it is drawn is called the drawee. After the 
drawee has accepted the bill, he is called the acceptor, 

A bill or note drawn payable to order must have the name 
of the person to whose order it is made payable written on 
it before it can be negotiated to a third person ; and he whose 
name is thus written on it is liable to pay the bill or note, if 
not paid, and he have due notice of the same. 

In accepting a bill of exchange or draft, write the word 
" accepted," together with the date when accepted, and the 
name of the party or firm accepting, across the face or on the 
back of the bill or draft. 

Acceptance acknowledges the genuineness of the signature' 
of the drawer ; and the acceptor would be liable to a holder 
in good faith, although the signature of the drawer were a 
forgery. 

When a bill is drawn payable so many days after sight, it 
should be presented for acceptance on the rext day after it is 
received. If you keep the bill without presenting it for ac- 
ceptance, to the injury of the drawer, you must bear the loss 
yourself. 

The drawee of a bill has twenty-four hours' time within 
which to make up his mind whether he will accept the bill ; 
but if he refuses to retuna it after the expiration of that time, 
he is to be considered as having accepted it. 

If the drawee refuses to accept a bill presented for accept- 
ance» or to pay a bill presented for payment, it should be im- 
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mediately protested, and notice sent to all the endorsers on 
the bill ; otherwise the endorsers will not bo liable. 

Three days of grace, as they are called, are allowed on 
bills o£ exchange that are not drawn payable at sight ; that 
is, they are not due until the third day after the time men- 
tioned in the bill. If the third day happens to fall ^ Sunday, 
they are then due the day before, that is, on Saturday. 

A bill drawn at sight is payable on presentation : at least 
it is advisable to protest it first for non-payment, and then 
demand acceptance ; and if acceptance is refused, protest it 
also for non-acceptance. 

A person becoming surety for a note o9bill of exchange, 
should be notified of its non-payment in the same manner as 
an endorser. A check ought to be presented for payment 
"within twenty-four hours of the ti|ne of receiving it. 

Jf the drawer of a check payable on demand have no funds 
in the bank at the time it is drawn, it is a fraud. 

The holder of a check is not obliged to accept part pay- 
ment thereof, although tendered by the bank : he has a right 
to have the whole, awd may decline any less sum. 

If the drawee of a bill or maker of a note be out of the 
state or at sea, the same must be presented at his usual place 
of business, or ati^bis place of residence, unless some other 
place is specified therein. 

Any material alteration of a bill of exchange, drafls, &c.— 
such as an alteration in the date, in,flie amount, or the time 
of payment — discharges all the parties thereto wha do not 
assent to the making ^f the alteration. 

See " Promissory Notes," &c. * 

- 4* 
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No. 36.— Ordinary Bill of Exchange or Draft at a 

certain Time after 




$250:: New Orleans^ Sept. 12, 1850. 

Ten Days after sight,* pay to the order of 
John JoneSj Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars, 
Value received, and charge the same to account of 



To Richard Ttoe, 




d itoej ^ 

Detroit^ > 

Michigan. ) 



Yours, &c., 

John DoCy 
New Orleans, Lam 



No. 37. — ^Bill or Draft at a Certain Time after Date. 



llO.y^^^ ^ Chicago, July 10th, 1850. 

Twenty Days after date, pay to the order of 
James Smithy One Hundred and Ten ^^th Dollars, 
Value received, and charge the same to account of 



.To Richard Roe, 
Buffo 

New 



Yours, &c., 

John Doe, 
Chicago, III. 



No. 38. — Check or Draft on a Bank. 

q4o. so. TRm fork, Q^^ /4 ^S50. 

Ca0{)ur0ftf)e PlLZXirVEllS' BASTS, 

/4SO:,' 





• For a bUl payable at sight, inst^d of the wordi, « ten day« after right," 
insert •* at light." A check made payable to order moat be endoraed befiwe oaeO. 



« 



46 BILLS OF SALE. 



BILLS OF SALE AND CHATTEL MORTGAGES. 

A hill of sale is a written instrument, transfenipg the own- 
ership of personal property therein mentioned from one per- 
son to another. 

The things included in the hill of sale should he delivered 
into the entire and continued possession of the purchaser ; 
else the sale will he presumed to he fraudulent as to the 
creditors of the vendor. 

A chattel mortgage is a* written instrument, transferring 
the ownership of personal property therein mentioned condi- 
tionally. The usual conditian is, that it is to hecome the 
property of the one to whom it is mortgaged, if the mortga- 
ger fail'4;o make payment; of rhoney in the manner specifie4 
in the mortgage. 

As to the validity and registering oi these mortgages^ see 
tlie respective states. 



No. 39.— -General Form of Bill of Sala 
Vinom all SCitn b^ tijese |)ri^sent0, that I, John Doe, 

of the city of Detroit^ in the county of Wayne, a.nd state of 
Michigan, of the first. part, for and in consideration of the 
sum oijine hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, 
to me in hand paid, at 'er hefore the ensealing and delivery 
of these presents, hy Richard Roe, of the same place, of the 
second part, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
have bargained and sold, and by these presents do grant and 
convey, unto the sjud party of the second part, his executors, 
administrators, and assigns, one dark-hay colt, sixteen hands 
high, one single harness, one light single wagon, one cow, two 
^igs, and three geese, ®0 l)atie atlb t0 Ijolb the same unto 
the said party of the second part, his executors, administra- 
tors, and assigns, for ever. 

And I do for myself, my heirs, executors, and administra- 
tors, covenant tod agree, to and with the said party of the 
second part, to warrant and defend the sale of the said goods 
and chattels horeby sold unto the said party of tho iecond 
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pan.Ws *eei.tors;adn.inis«ato«. and assigns, against aU «.d 
every person and persons whomsoever. 

Jn VoiitlCBQ tD^creoff I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal, this ^rst day of July, one tliousand eight hundred and 
Ji/ty, 

JOHN DOE (sealj. ' 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Smith, 
Peter Jones. 



No. 40.— Bill of Sale of Horse, with Warranty. 
KnotD all iMen bg tlje©^ J)re6ent0^ that I, John Dob, 

of the toton of Racine,' in the county of Racine, and state of 
Wisconsin, of the first part, for and in consideration of the 
sum of one hundred and Jifty doDars, lav«rful money of the 
United States, to me in hand pai5 at or before the ensealing 
and delivery of these presents^ by RicHARO Roe, of the same 
place, of the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, have bargained and sold, and by these presents 
do grant and convey unto the said Richard Roe, his execu- 
tors, administrators, and assigns, one dark-bay horse, toith a 
white star in the forehead, and a black mane and tail. So 
l)(It)e at(b t0 l)rol2^ the same unto the said Richard Roe, his 
executors, administrators, and assigns, for ever. 

And I do hereby warrant the said horse to be sound in 
every respect, to be free from vice, to be well broken, and 
kind and gentle in single and in double harness, and under 
the saddle '^ and I covenant for myself, my heirs, executors, 
and administrators, with the said Richard Roe, to warrant 
and defend the sale of the said horse unto the said Richard 
Roe, his executors, administrators, and assigns, against all 
and every person and persons, lav^lly claiming or to claim 
the same, whomsoever. 

Jfn toitness tDi)ereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal, this fifth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and|- 

fifiy- 

JOHN DOE (seal). 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
Peter Pepper, 
John Stone. 
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Ho. 41.— Bill of Sale of Registerod or Enrolled 

Vessel 

IRnom all jBXtn bg lljeee {Iresents, that'!, John Doe. 

of tjbe cify of San Francisco^ in the state of California^ owner 
•of the ship or vessel called the America, of the burden of one 
thov^and tons or thereabouts, now lying at the port of Sacra- 
mento, in the state aforesaid, for and in consideration of the 
sura o^ fifty thousand dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, to me in hand paid by Richard Roe, of the place 
-first aforesaid, at or before the ensealing aod delivery of these 
presents, the receipt whereof I hereby acknowledge, have 
granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents do grant, 
bargain, and sell, unto the said Richard Roe, his executors, 
administrators, and assigns, all the hull or body of the said 
ship or vessel, together with the masts, bowsprit, sails, boats, 
anchors, cables, spars, and all other necessities thereunto ap- 
pertaining and belonging ; the certificate of the registry or 
enrolment of which said ship or vessel is as follows, to wit 
[here copy the whole of the certificate of registry or enrolment.] 
So \)avc dtib to ijolb the said ship or vessel, and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging, unto the said Richard Roe, his 
executors, administrators, and assigns, to his and their proper 
use, benefit, and behoof, for ever. 

And I, the said John Doe, for myself, my heirs, executors, 
and administrators, do covenant with the said Richard Roe, 
his executors, administrators, and assigns, that I am the sole, 
true, and lawful owner of the said ship America, and her 
appurtenances ; and that I have full power, eood right, and 
lawful authority, to sell and dispose ot the said Aip and her 
appurtenances in manner aforesaid. And I do further cove- 
nant, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, that 
I, the said ship America and her appurtenances, as aforesaid, 
against the lawful claims of all persons whomsoever, claiming 
or to claim the same, will for ever warrant and defend. 

3n witness toljereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal, this first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 

JOHN DOE fsealj. 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Smith, 
John Jones. 
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« 

No. 42. — Form of Chattel Mortgage, 
Sot ad to wi)om ti|e$e ]Present0 sijall come, knoit ts 

that John Doe, of the toicn of Princeton, in the county of 
MlddZeteXj and Btate of 2Vi?tt? Jersey, of the first part, for secu- 
ring the payment of the money hereinafter mentioned, and in 
consideration of the sum of one dollar to me duly paid by 
Richard Roe, of the dty of Trenton, in the county of Hun- 
tingdon, and state of New Jersey, of the second part, at or 
before the ensealing and delivery of these presoBls, the re- 
ceipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have bargained and 
sold, and by these presents So grant, bargain, and sell, unto 
th« said party of the second part, all my household furniture^ 
and all other goods and chattels mentioned in the schedule 
hereunto annexed,* and now m the house in which I reside dn 
the town aforesaid, STo |)at)e CO^ii t0 \^o[b all and singular 
the goods and chattels above bargained and sold, or intended 
so to be, unto the said party of the second part, his executors, 
administrators, and assigns, for ever. 

And I, the said party of the first part, for myself my heirs, 
executors, and administrators^ all and singular the said goods 
and chattels above bargained and. sold> unto the said party of 
the second part, his heirs, executors, administrators^ and as- 
signs, against taA, the said party of the first part, and against 
all and every person or persons whomsoever, shall and will 
warrant, and for ever defend ; npotl conbition, that if I, the 
said party of the first part, shall and do well and truly pay 
unto the said party of the second part, his executors, admin- 
istrators^ or assigns, the sum cf three hundred dollars on the 
first day of August next — then these presents shall, be void. 

And I, the said party of the first part, for myself, my exec- 
utorsy administrators, and assigns, do covenant and agree, to 
and with the said party of the second part, his executors, ad- 
ministrators, and assigns, that in case de&ult shall be made 
in paym^t of the said sura above mentioned, then it shall and 
may be lawful for, and I the said party of the first part do 
hereby autiiorize and empower the said party of the second 
part, his executors, administrators, and assigns, with the aid 
and assistance of any person or persons, to enter my dwelling- 
house, store, and other premises, and such other place or 
places as the said goods or chattels are or may be, and tak|> 

• Annex a schedale, specifying all the articlee mortgaged, adapted to tbo 
Wintt of the om9* The plao of one Is appended to ttufi mortgage. 

6 
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and carry away the said goods and chattels, and to sell and 
dispose of the same for the best price he can obtain ; and 
out of the money arising therefrom, to retain and pay the 
said sum above mentioned, and ^ all charges touchmg the 
same, rendering the overplus (if any) unto me or to my 
executors, administrators, or assigns. And until default be 
made in the payment of the said sum of mouey, I am to re^ 
main and continue in the quiet and peaceable possession of 
the said goods and dbattels> and the full and free enjoyment 
of the same. 

3n mitmae wljereof^ I, the said party of the first ^part, 
have hereunto set my hand and seal the Jirst day of Septe^m' 
her, one thousand eight hundred and Ji/ty. 

JOHN DOE fseitlK 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 

John Stoned • 

JosN Smith. 



ScheMe referred to in the foregoing Mortgage* 

IN TH£ PAALOA. 

No. 1. — Two mahogany so^is. 
•* 2. — Fourteen mahogany chairs. 
" 3, — ^One large looking-glass. 
a 4^ — Que centre-table. 
** 5, — One card-table. 

IN THE DINING-ROOM* 

•' 6. — One dining-table. 

*t 7. — Ten cane-bottomed chairck 

•* 8. — One sideboard. 

'* 9.— One clock. 

** 10.— One lounge. 

" 11. — One book-case. " 

[And so on through the list in each room.} 
Septemher 1, 1850. 

;rOHN DOE. 
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BILES OP LADING. 

A hill of lading is a receipt from the agent or masler of a 
vessel, that he has received the goods named therein, and an 
agreement for the safe carriage of the same to the port of 
destination, and delivery to the person to v^hom they are 
consigned. Two or three bills are usually signed, one to be 
retained by the agent of the vessel, and another to be for 
v^arded to the party to v^hom they are shipped. 

See article, " Liabilities of Common Cabbixrs." 



No. 43.— BiU of Lading. 

S^ipil^bf in good order and well conditioned, by John 
Doe, on board the shi^ called -the United States, whereof 
Rich Ann Roe is master, now lying in the port of New Yorkf 
and bound for Havre, France. To sg-y : Jive packages of 
merchandise, being marked and numbered as in the 



«r. 2A. I margin, and are to be delivered in the like order 
V^^e 1 ^^^ condition at the port of Havre, France (the 
— ^ — J dangers of the seas only excepted), unto Jacques 
MoNTALEMBBRTi or to his assigns, he or they paying freight 
for the said packages the sum oi jive dollars, with fifty cents 
primage and average accustomed. 

3tl toitn^60 mijen^off the master or purser of said vessel 
hath affirmed to two bills of lading, both of this tenor and 
date ; one of which being accomplished, the other to stand 
void. 

Dated in New York, the first day of October, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty. 

RICHARD ROE, Master, 
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BONDS. , 

* * 

A bond is a written instrument under seal, acknowledging 
some liability, duty, or obligation, with a penalty for non-ful- 
filment. Fraud vitiates every instrument into which it enters. 

The maker of the bond is^called the obligor, the person to 
whom it is made the obligee. 

As to what is sufficient to constitute a seal, see the respec- 
tive states, titles, deeds, &c. 

The amount of money first named in a bond for the pay- 
ment of money is called the pencd sum, and is usually double 
the amount of the condition, in order to cover interest and 
cost of recovery, 'should the conditions of payment not be 
complied with. 

No. 44.— Bond for tixe PayTuent of Money. 
KnoiD all &itn bg tl)e«e llresenla, that I, John Doe, 

of the town of Jamaica, in the county of Queens, and state of 
New York, am held and firmly bound unto Richard Roe, of 
the city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings, and state of 
New York, in the sum of two thousand four hundred dollars, 
lawful money of the United States, to be paid to the said 
Richard Rob, his executors, administrators, or assigns : for 
which payment, w^ell and truly to be made, I bind myself, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators, and each of them, firmly 
by these presents. Sealed vnxh my seal. Dated the first 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, — ^ 

flCl)^ ronbition of the above obligation is such, that if the 
above bounden John Doe or his heirs, executors, or adminis- 
trators, shall well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the 
above-named Richard Roe, his executors, admmistrators, or 
assigns, the just and full sum of twelve hundred dollars on the 
first day of May next, with interest thereon at the rate of 
seven per cent, per annum — then the above obligation to be 
Toid, otherwise tc^ remain in full force and virtue. 

JOHN DOE (seal). 

3e9led| i^ in pr^sQpce of John Jones and John Smith. 
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Na 45.— Bond, conditioned that if the Interest is 

not paid within a certain Time after it is due^ the 
whole Sum^ Principal and Interest^ shall^ at the option 
gf the Obligee, be due immediately* 

SturiD all iSlen b^ tijese Presents, that I, John Doe, 

of the city of Portlandf m the county of Cumberland, and 
state of Maine, am held and firmly bound unto Richard Rob, 
of the same place, in the sum of ttoo thousand eight hundred 
dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be paid to the 
said Richard Boe, his executoirs, administrators, or assigns : 
for which payment, well and truly to be, made, 1 bind myselfj 
my heirs, executors, and administrators, and every of them» 
firmly by these presents. Sealed with my seal. Dated the 
tenth day of August, one thousand eight huiidred and ^ty. 

9\)t condition of the above obligation is such, that if the 
above-bounden John Doe, or his heirs, executors, or admin- 
istrators, shall well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto 
the above-named Richard Roe, his executors, administrators, 
or assigtf d, the just and full sum of one thousand Jour hundred 
dollars od the tenth day of March, which will be in the year 
one thousand^ eight hundred and Jifty-six, and the interest 
thereon, to be computed from the date hereof, at and after the 
rate of six per cent, per annum, and to be paid quarter yearly 
— ^then the above obligation to be void, efee to remam in fuU 
force and virtue. 

And it is hereby expressly agreed, that should any default 
be made in the payment of the said interest, or of any part 
thereof, on any day whereon the satae is made payable, as 
above expressed, and should the same remain unpaid and in 
arrear for the space of ten days, then and frojn tbsnceforth, 
that is to say, aner the lapse of ^e said ten days, the aforesaid 
principal sum of one thousand four hundred dollars, together 
with all arrearage ofi interest thereon, shall, at the option of 
the said Richard Roe, his executors, administrators, and as- 
signs, become and be due and payable immediately thereafter, 
although the period above limited for the payment thereof 
may not then have expired, anything herein before contained 
to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 
Sealed and delivered in the pres- ) 

ence of John Jones, > JOHN DOE (»e<aj. 

John Smith. 

5* 
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No. 46.— Bond of a Corporation. 

Unom all Mtn b^ tl)e0^ Presents, that the president and 
directors of the Ascutney Bank, at the city of Cleveland, in 
the county of Cuyahoga, and state of Ohio, are held and 
firmly bound unto John Doe, of the village o£ Parkman, in 
the county of Geauga, and state of Ohio, in the sum of ten 
thotisand dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be 
paid to the said John Dob, his executors, administrators, or 
assigns : for which payment, well and truly to be made, the 
president and directors of the said Ascutney Bank bind them- 
selves and their successors firmly by these presents. Sealed 
with their corporate seal. Dated the fifth day of JvHyt one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty* 

8lje C0nbiti0n of the above obligation is such, that if the 
above-bounden president and directors of the Ascutney Batik 
shall well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto the above- 
named John Doe, the sum of five thousand dollars on the 
first day of August next, with interest thereon at the rate of 
five per cent, per annum — then the above-written obligation 
to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 

RICHARD ROE, President (corporMe seal). 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Jones« 
John Smith. 



No. 47.— Bond to be given to a Shexifl^ to indemnify 

him for levying upon Goods, Sfc.y when claimed by an* 
othefthan the Judgment Debtor. 

EnotD all SCitn bg tijese Jlresentd^ that we, John Doe 

and Richard Roe, both of the city o£ Madison, in the county 
of Jefferson, and state of Indiana, are held and firmly bound 
unto John Smith, sheriff of the said county of Jefferson, in 
the sum of one thousand dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, to be paid to the said John Smith, or to his certain 
attorney, executors, administrators, or assigns : for which pay- 
ment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our and 
each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, jointly and 
severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our ses^ls 
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I>ated tlie tenth day otJtme, one thousand eight hundred and 

iSHftrtaS^ the above-bounden John Doe and Rich akd Roh 
did obtain judgment in the supreme court against John Jones 
for three hundred dollars, damages and costs, whereupon exe- 
cution has been issued, directed, and delivered to the said 
John Smith, commanding him, that of the goods and chattels 
of the said John J'oNEs,he should cause to be made the dam- 
ages and costs aforesaid. And whereas, certain goods and 
chattels that appear to belong to the said John Jones ar^ 
claimed by James Short, of the said city of Madison : 

TSiow^ tl)ereforet the toitbition of this obligation is such, 

that if the aboye*bounden John Doe and Richard Roe shall 
well and truly save, keep and bear harmless, and indemnify 
the said John Smith, and all and every person and persons 
aiding and assisting him in the premises, of and from, all harm, 
let, trouble, damage, costs, suits, actions, judgments, and exe- 
cutions, that shall or may at any time arise, come, or ba 
brought against him, them, or any of them, as well for the 
levying and making sale under and by virtue of such execu- 
tion, ot all or any goods or chattels which he or they shall or 
may judge to belong to the said John Jones, as well as in 
entering any shop, store, building, or other premises, for the 
taking of any such goods and chattels — ^then this obligation 
to be void, else to remain in full force and virtue. 

Signed, sealed, and deliv- 1 

ered, in presence of 1 JOHN DOE fteal). 

P^TER Penny, f RICHARD ROE (^^J* 

Hiram Jacobs* \ 



No. 48.— Bond to Ezecutors. ^ 

Uttom all Mtn bg tiff se llresente, that I, John Doe, 

of the village of Clinton, in the county of Oneida, and state 
of New York, am hdd and firmly bound unto Richard Rob, 
of the city of Utiea, in the county of Oneida, and state of New 
York, and Peter Smith, of the village of Clinton, in the 
county of Oneida, and state of New York, executors of the 
last will and testament of Peter Hamilton, late of the viU 
lage of Clinton, in the county of Oneida, and state of New 
York, now deceased, and the survivor of them, his or their as* 
iigns» in the penal sum of^t7€ thomand dollars, lawful money 
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» 

of the United States, to be paid to the said executors, or th« 

survivor of them, his or their assigns : for which payzoentn 
well and truly to be made, I bind myself, my heirs, executors 
and administrators, and every of them, firmly by these pros 
ents. Sealed with my seal. Dated this jfirst day of Ma^ 
one thousand eight hundred and ./^y. , 

JSOVD^ t^e C0ttbiti0n o^ this obligation is such, tlmt if the 
above>bounden obligor, his heirs, executors,^r administrators^ 
shall well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto tke said 
KiCHARD Roe and Pet^r Smith, as such executors as afore- 
said, or the survivor .of them, his or their assigns, the sum of 
two thousand Jive hundred dollars on the firU day of Mai^, 
one thousand eight hundred and Ji/tj/'three, with interest 
thereon at the r^e of seven per cent, per annum — then this 
obligation to be void, otherwise to remam in full force, virtue, 
and eSect. . 

JOHN DOE (seuij. 

Sealed and delivered in presence of 
John Smith, 
John Stone. 



Ko. 49.— Bond for a Deed. 

ItttOlD all Men, &c. [as in JV&. 44 to the * ] — 

NotDf li)e COnbition of this obligation is such, that if the 
above- bounden obligor shall, on the tenth day of Deeemher 
neott, make, execute, and deliver, unto the said Richard Rob 
(provided that the said Richard Rob shall on or before that 
day have paid to the said obligor the sum of twelve hundred 
dollars, the price by said Richard Rob agreed to be paid 
therefor),jL good and sufficient conveyance in fee simple, with 
the usual covenants, of all that certain piece or parcel of land 
[here describe tk^ land] — then this obligation to be void, oth- 
erwise to remain in full force, virtue, and effect. 

JOHN DOE (seal). 
Sealed and delivered ") 
in the presence of 
John Smith, 
Peter Jones. \ 
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If a 50l— Bond of TrMsurer or Tmstoe of an 

Bociation. 

ItnotD all SXtti bQ ti)e0e {Indents, that we, John Doe, 

as principal, and Richard Roe and Ira Stbarkb as sure- 
ties, all of the city of Richmond^ in the county of Henrico f 
and state of Virginia, are held and firmly bound unto Hbnrt 
HiGGiNS and Thomas Sharpe, both of the city of Richmond 
aforesaid, in the sum oi one thousand dollars, lawful money 
of the United States, to be paid unto the said Henrt Higoins 
and Thomas Sharpe, or their successors in office* or their 
certain- attorneys, executors, administrators, or assigns; to 
which payment, well and truly to be made» we jointly and 
sevei*ally bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and administra- 
tors, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals, and 
dated the twenty -Jifth day of December ^ one thousand eight 
hundred and Jifty. 

®i)e C0nbiti0n of this obligation is such, that whereas the 
above-named John Dob has been chosen by an associaiionf 
known as the Union Association, treasurer [or one of the trus- 
tees] of said association, by reason whereof, and as such treas- 
urer [or trustee], he will receive into his hands and possession 
divers. sums of money, goods and chattels, and other things, 
the property of said association; and is bound to keep true 
and accurate accounts of said property, and of his receipts 
and disbursements for and on account of said association : 

Now, therefore, if the said John Doe shall well and truly 
perform all and singular the duties of treasurer [or trustee] of 
said association, for and during his official term, and until he 
shall deliver all the property which he may receive as such 
treasurer [or trustee] to his sutcessor in said office, or to such 
other person as the said association or its authorize officers 
may direct, according to the provisions of the cQnstitutio|», by- 
laws, rules, and regulations, of said association now exist ing» 
or which may be by said association adopted ; and shall keep 
true and^ just accounts of all property belonging to the said 
association that may come to his hands ; and shall exhibit and 
submit to the said association, or to the persons by them, there- 
unto appointed, his said accounts and the vouchers therefor, 
whenever he shall be thereto properly requested ; and shall, 
at the expiration of his term of office, by any cause whatever, 
deliver up to his successor in office all the property of the 
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said association that may be found to remain in bis hands, and 
his books of accounts, and the vouchers thereunto belonging 
-—then this obligation shall be nuU and void, otherwise to 
remain in full force and virtue. 

Signed, aealed. and deliv- "j j^^^ jjqj; ^^^^j 



ered, in presence of 
John Smith, 
James Short. 



RICHARD ROE (seal). 
IRA STEARNS (seal). 



Na 51.— Bottomxy Bond. 
IKnotD all SXtn bg these predents^ that I, John Dob, 

now master and commander of the hark or vessel called the 
Isidore f of the burden of Jive hundred tons or thereabouts, 
now lying at the port of Baltimore, am held and firmly bounds 
unto Richard Roe, of the city of Baltimore, in the county 
of Baltimore, and state of Maryland, in the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars, lav\rful money of the United States, to be paid 
to the said Richard Roe, or to his certain attorney, execu- 
tors, administrators, or assigns : for which payment, well and 
truly to be made, I bind myself, my heirs, executors, and ad- 
ministrators, and also the said vessel, her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, firmly by these presents. Sealed with my seal, at 
the dty of Baltimore, this first day- of November, one thou- 
sand eight hundred Kadi fifty, 

iDi|eread, the above-bounden John Doe has* been obliged 
to take up and borrow, and has received of the said Richard 
Roe, for the use of the said vessel, and for the purpose of 
fitting the same for sea, the sum of one thousand dollars, law- 
ful money of the United States, which sum is to be and re- 
main as a lien and bottomry on the said vessel, her tackle, 
appaiel, and fomiture, at the rate or premium of twenty-five 
per cent, for the voyage ; in consideration whereof, all risks 
of the seas, rivers, enemies, fires, pirates, &c., are to be on 
account of the said Richard Roe : And for the better secu- 
Tity of the said sum and premium, the said master doth, by 
these presents, hypothecate and assign over to the said Rich- 
ard RoE,iiis heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, the 
said vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture. And it is here- 
by declared that the said vessel Isidore is thus hypothecated 
and assigned over for the security of thd money so borrowed* 



JC. 



BON]»S-*BOTTOIffRT. M 

and taken up as aforesaid* and shall be delivered for no otber- 
use or purpose whatever, until this bond is first paid, together 
with the premium hereby agreed to be paid thereon. 

NoiDf tlje ronbition of this obligation is such, that if the 
above-boiinden John Doe shall well and truly pay, or cause 
to be paid, unto the scud Richard Roe, his certain attorney, 
executors, administrators, and assigns, the just and full sura 
of one thousand dollars, lawful money as aforesaid, being the 
sum borrowed, and also the premium aforesaid, at or before 
&e expiration of ten days after the arrival of the said vessel 
at the port of Netp York — ^then this obligation, and the said 
hypotbecation, to be void and of no effect, otherwise to remain 
in full force and virtue. Having signed and executed two 
bcmds of the same tenor and date, one of which b^ing accom- 
plished, the other to be void and of no effect. 

JOHN DOE ("seal J. 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 

Peter Pepper, 

John Stone. 



• Note. — Bottomry is the act of borrowing money, and pledg- 
ing the keel or bottom of die ship (that is, the ship itself) as 
security for the repayment of the money. The contract of 
bottomry is in the nature of a mortgage — the owner of a 
ship borrowing money to enable him to carry on a voyage, 
and pledging the ship as security for the money : but if the 
ahip is lost, the lender loses the money ; if she arrives safe, 
he is to receive back the money lent, with the interest agreed 
upon, although it may exceed the legal rate of interest The 
tackle of the ship is also liable as well as the ship itself, and 
the borrower is likewise personally responsible if the ship 
arrive. 

Respondentia is where the money is boxTOwed upon goods 
shippedi instead of the ship itselE 
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COMPOSITION wit;h creditors. 

 • 

This' is a contract between a debtor who is able only to 
pay a portion of his debts, with his creditors, whereby they 
agree to accept a certain sum less than the original claim ; 
«nd, upon the receipt thereof, not to prosecute or trouble the 
debtor oit account of his debt. 



Ha 52. — ^Form for Compofdtton with Creditors. 

JKn0ttt all iJIen bp tl)cee |)«fients, that whereas Jouh 

Doe is justly indebted unto us, John Jone», Henrt Smith, 
and Thomas Sharpr, creditors of the said John Doe, dn 
divers sums of money, which he has become unable fully to 
pay and discharge :' therefore we, the said creditors, do con- 
sent and agree with the said John Doe to demand less than 
the full amount of our respective claims, and to accept of ten 
cents for every dollar owing t^ each of us the said creditoA 
of the said John Dob, in full satisfaction and discharge of our 
several claims and demands ; Aie said sum of ten cents on a 
dollar to be paid to each of us, our heirs, executors, and ad« 
ministrators, within the space of thirteen months from the date 
hereof. And we, the creditors aforesaid, do further severally 
and respectively covenant and agree with the said John Doe, 
that he may, within the said time o£ thirteen months from the 
date hereof, sell and dispose of his goods and chattels, wares 
aad merchandise, at his own free will and pleasure, for the 
payment of the ten cents on the dollar of each of our respec- 
tive debts; and that neither of us will, at any time hereafter, 
sue, arrest, or attach the said John Doe, or his goods and 
chattels, fi>r any debt now due and owing to us or any of us, 
provided the said John Doe does well and truly pay, or cause 
to be paid, the said ten cents for every dollar of each of our 
several and respective claims against him. And all and each 
of the covenants and agreements herein contained shall ex- 
tend to and bind our several executors, administrators, and 
assigns. 

Jtt mincM solj^reof^ &c. [as in No. 25]. 
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CONTRACTS. 

A contract is an agreement, between two or more partieSt 
for the pei*formance of some certain thiog by them respec- 
tively agreed upon. For forms of contracts^ see under the 
bead ** Agb.kements." 

A charter-party is a. contract of affreightment in writing* 
by which the owner of a vessel lets the whole or a part of 
her to another for the conveyance of goods on a particular 
^<^yage, in consideration of the payment of freight. 



No. 53.— Form of Charter-Pafty. 

8l)i0 Cl)attet-|lart2^ made and concluded upon in the 
city of New Yorkt the tenth day of October^ in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty r Between John Dot:, agent 
for the owner and master of the hrig Eagle, of the city of 
New Ybrkf of the burden ofjbvr hundred tons or thereabout8» 
register measurement, now lying in the harbor of Mobile^ in 
tbe state of Alabama, of the first part, and Richard Roe, 
tnerchant, of the city of Mobile, in the state of Alabama, of 
the second uart, toitnessetl), that the said party of the first 
part, for ana in consideration of the covenants and agreements 
hereinafler mentioned, to be kept and performed by the said 
party of the second part, doth covenant and agreb on the 
freighting and chartering of the said vessel unto the said party 
of the second part, for a voyage from the port o£ Mohihy 
in the state of Alabama, to Liverpool, England, on thet^rms 
following, that it is to say : 

First, The said party of the first part does engage that the 
said vessel in and durkig the said vpy age shall be kept tight, 
stanch, well fitted, tackled, and provided with every requisite, 
and with men and provisions necessary for such a voyage. 

Second, The said party-of the first part does further engage 
that the whole of said vessel (with the exception of the cabin, 
the deck, and the necessary room for the accommodation of 
the crew, and the stowage of the sails, cables, and provisia^|^ 

6 
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sball be at the sole use and disposal of the said party of the 
second part during the voyage aforesaid ; and that no goods 
or merchandise ivhateyer shall be laden on board, otherwise 
than from the said party of the second part, or his agent, 
without his consent, on pain of forfeiture of the amount of 
freight agreed upon for the same. 

Third. The said party of the first part does further engage 
to take and receive on board the said vessel, during the afore- 
said voyage, all such lawful goods and merchandise as the 
said party of the second part or his agents think proper to 
ship. 

And the said party of the second part, for and in consider- 
ation of the covenants and agreements to be kept and per- 
formed by the said party of the first part* does covenant and 
agree with the said party of the first pjfrt, to charter and hire 
the said vessel as aforesaid, on the terms following, that is to 
say : 

First. The said party of the second part does engage to 
provide and furnish to the said vessel a sufficient cargo of 
freighifor hallastfrom one port to another on her voyage. 

Second. The said party of the second part does fiirther 
engage to pay to the said party of the first part, or his agent, 
for the charter or freight of the said vessel during the voyage 
aforesaid, in the manner following, that is to say : 

For the voyage to Liverpool, the sum of four thousand dol- 
lars, lawful money of the United States, on the Stelivery of 
the freight aforesaidin the port of Liverpool, It is further 
understood and agreed that the said party of the second part, 
or his agent, is to pay all foreign port-charges, pilotage, and 
dues incurred by the vessel on her voyage, exclusive of the 
hefore^mentioned sum of four thousand dollars; the said par- 
ty of the second part, or his agent, to furnish the said party 
of the first part sufficient money in the port aforesaid free (f 
charge for the §afne. 

It is further agreed between the parties to this instrument, 
that the said party of the second part shall be allowed for the 
loading and discharging of the vessel at the respective ports 
aforesaid, lay days as follows, that is to say : in the port of 
Mobile twenty lay days, and customary despatch in the port 
of Liverpool. And in case the vessel is longer detained, the 
said party of the second part agrees to pay to the said party 
of the first part at the rate oi fifty Spanish milled dollars per 
4a^, day by day, for every day so detained, provided such 



CONTRACTS. 



«s 



detention shall happen by default of Baid party of the seoond 
pait, or his agent. 

It is also further understiltid and agreed, tliat the cargo or 
cargoes shall be receiyed and delivered alongside of the res* 
Bel, within reach of her tackles, or according to4he custom 
and usages at the ports of loading and discharging. 

It is also further understood and agreed, that this charter 
shall commence when the vessel is ready to receive cargo at 
her place of loading, and notice thereof is given to the party 
of the second part, or his agent ; and the said party of the 
first part agrees to proceeed toith all despatch from Mobile 
direct to Liverpool, and ihere discharge the cargo aforesaid. 

To the true performance of all and every of the foregoing 
covenajits and agreements, the said parties each to the other 
do» hereby bind themselves, their heirs, executors, adminis- 
trators, and assigns (especially the said party of the first part 
the vea|^ her freight, tackle, and appurtenances ; and the 
said party of the second part the merchandise to be laden on 
board), each to the other in the penal sum of eight thousand 
dollars. 



3n toitn^fiS i»})eteoff the said parties have hereunto i 
terchangeably set their hands and seals the day and year first 
above written. 

Sealed and delivered^ 

in the presence of 1 ^ JOHN DOE fsealj. 

John Smith, f RICHARD ROE fsealj. 

John Stone. 3 
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DEEDS AND MORTGAGES. 

Strictly speaking, every instrument under seal is a deed ; 
but, in ordinary language, a conveyance of lands is intended. 

There should be a good consideration for a deed, which 
may be money, goods, services, or marriage. 

A deed in fte simple is a conveyance of the absolute and 
entile ownership of the land. 

A warrantjf deed is a conveyance in which the grantor 
agrees to be answerable for any deifect whatever thit th^re 
mdy be in the title. 

A quit-claim deed is one whereby the grantor conveys away 
all the title (if any) that he may perchance have in the land. 

A trust-deed is a conveyance by which the grantee takes 
the estate upon some trus^, or for some special purpobe, 
tiierein specitieJ. 

A mortgage is a deed of lands conditionally, and is usually 
given to secure the payment of money, by pledging the land 
of the grantor therefor. It is usual to execute a bond, bear- 
ing date on the same day with the mortgage, specifying the 
amount to be paid, the time when it is to be paid, and the 
interest agreed upon, to secure which the mortgage is given. 
In some states a promissory note is used instead of a bond. 
The description of the premises should be exact, so that they 
may be readily identified. 

These instruments should always be sealed, subscribed by 
the person whose estate is conveyed, and- by that person ac- 
knowledged before the proper officer. 

If it be impossible to acknowledge the instrument at the 
time of execution, it is advisable always (and in some states 
requisite) that it should be witnessed by two subscribing wit- 
nesses. 

The person to whom the conveyance is made should imrne* 
didtely have tne ittstmment recorded in the proper office. 
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When a deed, mortgage, off reTease, is executed to two or more penons» 
tlie whole name of each should be given ; an<f also when they are tho 
grantors, each should sign his individual name. Never sign as a firm. 

As to acknowledgments, and the^lights of the wife, see the respecttva 
istates. For form of satisfaction of mortgages, see ** Rxlkasb avo Satib- 
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No. 54. — Simple Deed, with Warranty. 

®l)i0 Snbent»re, n^ade the Jlfth day of December, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ^fy, between John 
Doe, of the city of Detroit, in .the county of Wayne, and 
state of Michigan, of the first part, and Richard Roe, of the 
same. place, of the second part—* 

iOittize^t^y that the said party of the first part, for and 
in consideration of the sum of ten thousand dollars, lawful 
money of the United States, to him duly paid befi^re the d^ 
livery hereof, hath bargained and sold, and by these presents 
doth grant and convey to the said pstrty of the second part, 
his heirs and assigns, for ever, all that certain piece or parcel 
of land, lying and being in the county of Shiawassee, and state 
of Michigan, and which is known and described as follows^ 
to wit : — 

The north hedf of the northeast quarter of section number 
ten of town number eight north, in range number six east^ 
containing Mghty acres more or less, together with all and 
singular the tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances, 
and all the estate, title, and interest, of the said party of the 
first part therein. And the said party of the first part doth 
hereby covenant and agree with the said party of the second 
part, that at the time oi the delivery hereoij the said party of 
the first part is the lawful owner of the premises above grant- 
ed, and seized thereof in fee simple absolute, and that he wili 
warrant and defend the above-granted premises in the quiet 
and peaceable possession of the, said party of t^e second part, 
his heirs and assigns, for ever, 

3ti toittl^SS loljereof, T have hereunto set my hand and 
seal, this fifth day of December, one thousand eig^ht hundred 
^nd fifty, JOHN DOE (seal). 

Sealed and -delivered in the presence of > 
John Smith, Peter Jones. ) 

6* 
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Ho. 55.— Simple Deed, without Warrant7. 

QHlin InbenttiWt &c. [as m No. d^tothe*]— 

iDUlie60^ti|, that the said John Dob, for and in consider- 
ation of one thousand dollars, lawful money of, the United 
States, to him in hand paid by the said Richard Roe, the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bar- 
gained, and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, 
sell, convey, and confirm, unto the said Richard Roe, his 
heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, for ever, all and 
singular that certain piece pr parcel of land situate in the 
town of Andover, in the county ot Windham, and state of 
Vermont [here describe th^ land], together with all and singu- 
lar the tenements, hereditaments, imd appurtenants, there- 
unto belonging ; and the reversions, remainders, rente, issues, 
and profits thereof, and all the estate, title, and interest, of the 
said John Doe, to the said premises, or any part thereof 

Jfn witness to^eof, &c. [as in No. 54]. 



Ho. 56.— Qnit-daim Deed by Husband and Wifa* 

8l|i« Jfnbentace, made the tenth day of April, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and Jiftt/^ between John 
Doe, of the city oi NashvUUy in the county oiDavidstm, and 
state of Tennessee, and Susan his wife, parties of the first 
part, and Richard Rob, of the toton of Lebanon, in the county 
of Wilson, and state of Tennessee, party of the second part — ^t 

tOitttiees^t^, that the said parties of the first part, for and 
in consideration of the sum of two thousand dollars, lawful 
money of the United States, to them in hand paid by the said 

Earty of the second part, at or before the ensealing and de- 
very of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, hsLve remised, released, and quit-claimed, and 
by these presents do remise, release, and quit-claim, unto the 
said party of the second part, and to his heirs and assigns, 
for ever, all that certain piece or parcel of land lying and 
being situated in the toton, &c. [here describe the land], to- 
gether with all and singular the tenements, hereditaments, 

* It will be nnderstood that the forms in which the wife is indaded are- also 
«x>iTect for a single person, by the omliaion of those parts which zefer to the wife 
and her interest in the prop^rQr* 
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and appurtenances, thereunto belonging or in an^ise apper- 
taiuing, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and re- 
mainders, rents, issues, and profits thereof; and also all the 
estate, right, title» interest, dower and right of dower, prop- 
arty, possession, claim, and demand whatsoever, as well m 
law as in equity, of the said parties of the first part, oC in> or 
to tlfe above-described premises, and every part and parcel 
thereof with the appurtenances. So huvt OXlb tO tfolb all 
and singular the above mentioned andf described premises, 
together with the appurtenances, unto the said party of the 
second part, his heirs, and assigns, for ever. 

3X1 VoitntBB tohier^of, the said parties of the first part 
have hereunto set tneir hands and seals the day and year first 
above written. 

JOHN DOE (seal J. 
SUSAN DOE fsealj. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Smith, 
John Jones. 



Na 57. — ^Deedi hf Husband and VTife, wifh foil 

Covenants (or Warranty). 

®l)is Jnieninxc^ &c. [as in No. 56 to the t ] — 

tXlitn^SSCti), that the said parties of the first part, for and 
in consideration of the sum of twelve hundred dollars, lawful 
money of the United States, to them in hand paid by the said 
party of the second part, at or before the ensealing and de- 
livery of these presents, the receipt vtrhereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, and the said party of the second part, his heirs, 
executors, and administrators, for ever released and dis- 
charged from the same, by these presents, have granted, bar- 
gained, sold, alienedv remised, released, conveyed, and con- 
firmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, alien, 
remise, release, convey, and confirm, unto the said party of 
the second part, and to his heirs and assigns, for ever, all that, 
&c. [iere describe the property^, together with all and singu- 
lar the tenements, hereditaments, and ^appurtenances, there- 
unto belonging or in any wise appertaining, aup^ tibe reversion 
and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues, and 
profits thereof; and. also all the estate, right, title, interest, 
dower and right of dower, property, p08sea»ot*» claim, and 



. £S DEEDS. 

demand whatsoever, as well in law as in equity, of the said 
parties of the first part, of) in, and to the same, and every 
part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances. tJ[o l)aDe 
atib lO tjol!) the above granted, bargained, and described 
premises, with the appurtenances, unto the said party of tbe 
second part, his heirs and asaigna, to his and their own proper 
use, benefit, and behoof, for ever. 

And the said John Doe, for liimself, his heirs, esecntors, 
and administrators, doth covenant, grant, and agree, to and 
with the aaid party of the second part, his heirs and assigns, 
that the said John Dob, at the time of the sealing and delivery 
of these presents, was lawfully seized in his own right of a 
good, absolute, and indefeasible estate of inheritance, in fee 
simple, of and in all and singular the above granted and de- 
scribed premises, with the appurtenances, and has good right, 
full power, and law^ authority, to grant, bargain, sell, and 
convey the same, in manner aforesaid ; and that the said paity 
of the second part, his heirs and assigns, shall and may, at all 
times hereafter, peaceably and quietly have, hold, use, occupy, 
possess, and enjoy the above-granted premises, and every 

Eart and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, without auy 
it, suit, trouble, molestation, eviction, or disturbance, of the 
said parties of the first part, their heira or assigns, or of any 
other person or persons lawfully elaiming or to claim the 
same : and that the same now are. free, clear, discharged, and 
tmen cumbered, of and from all former and other grants, titles, 
charges, estates, 'judgments, taxes, assessments, and encum- 
brances, of what nature or kind soever : and also that the 
8Md parties ofilie first part and ^Wu- heirs, and all and every 
person or persons whomsoever, lawllilly or equitably deriving 
any estate, riglit, liile, or interest, of. in, or to the herein be- 
fore-granted premises, by, from, under, or in trust for them 
or either of thcra, shall and will, at any time gr dmes here- 
after, upon the reasonable requc^i. and ,at the proper costa 
end charges in the law, of the said pafty of the second part, 
his heirs and assigns, make, do, and execnte, or cause to ha 
made, done, and executed, all and every such further and 
other lawful and reasonable acts, conveyances, and assurances 
in the law, for the better and, more effectually vesting and 
confirming the [fremisea hereby granted or so intended "to be, 
in and to ihe said party of the second part, his heirs and as- 
signs, for ever, as by the said party of the second part, his 
heirs or assigns, hia or their counsel learned in the law. ehall 
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be reasonably advised or reqtiired. And the said John Doe, 
his heirs, the above described and hereby granted and re- 
leased premises, and every part and parcel thereof, with the 
appurtenances, unto the said party of the second part, his 
heirs and assigns, against the said parties of the iirst part and 
their heirs, and against all and every person and persons 
whomsoever, lawfully claiming or to claim the same, shall and 
will warrant and by these presents for ever defend. 

3n tDlttUeSd tD^^W0f, &c. [as in No. 56]. 



Ho. 58. — ^Deed by Executors. 

€1)10 JtibtttiUXt^ made the twentieth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and Jiftyr between John Doe, of 
the dty of I^emphis, in the county of Shelby, and state of 
Tennessee, and Richard Roe, of the tot4m of Raleigh, of the 
county and state aforesaid, executors of the last will and tes- 
tament of John Smith, late of Raleigh, in the county of 
Shelby, and state of Tennessee, deceased, parties of the first 
part, and John Jones, of Raleigh, in the county of Shelby, 
ind state of Tennessee, farmer, party t)f the second part-^ 

iDitttesSietl)/ that the said parties of the first part, by vir- 
tue of the power and authority to them given in and by the 
said last will and testainent, and for and in consideration of 
the sum of eight hundred dollars and twenty-jive cents, lawful 
money of the United Stales, to them in hand paid at or before 
the ensealing and delivery of these presents, by the said party 
of the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowl- 
edged, and the said party of the second part, his heirs, execu** 
tors^ and administrators, for ever released and discharged 
from the same by these presents, have "granted, bargained, 
sold, aliened, released, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these 
presents do grant, l^argain, sell, alien, release, convey, and 
confirm, unto the said pskrty of the second part, bfe heira and 
assigns for ever, all that certain piece or parcel of land, situ- 
ate, lying, and being in the town of Raleigh, in the county of 
Shelby, and state of Tennessee, and which is known and de- 
scribed as follows \here insert description of land] ; together 
with all and singular the edifices, buildings, rights, members, 
privileges, advantages, hereditaments, and appurtenances, to 
the same belonging, or in any wise appertaining ; and the 
reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents. 
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issues, and profits thereof: and also all tbe estat^ rigbt, titl^ 
interest, claim, and demand whatsoever, both m law and 
equity, which the said testator had in his lifetime, and at the 
time of his decease, and which the said parties of the first 
part, or either^ of them, have or hath, by virtue of the said 
fast will and testament, or otherwise, of, in, and to the sajne^ 
and every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances. 
ffio liatie arib to Ijolb the said premises above mentioned 
and described, and hereby granted and conveyed, or intended 
BO to be, with the appurtenances unto the said parly of the 
second part, his heirs and assigns, to his and their only proper 
uise, benefit, and behoof, for ever. 

And the said parties of the first part, for themselves sever- 
ally and respectively, and for their several and respective 
heirs, executors, and administrators, do severally, and not 
jointly, noF the one for the other or others of them, nor for 
the heirs, executors, administrators, or acts or deeds of the 
other or others of them, but each and. every of them, for him- 
self only and for his and their heirs, executors, and adminis* 
trators, and their several and separate acts and deeds only, 
covenant, grant, promise, and agree to and with the said party 
of the second part, his heirs and as^gns, that the said party 
of the. second part, his heirs and assigns* shall and lawfully 
may from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, 
peaceably and quietly have, hold, use, occupy, possess, and 
enjoy, all and singular the said hereditaments and premises 
hereby granted and conveyed, or intended so to be, with their 
and every of their appurtenances, and receive and take the 
rents, issues, and profits thereof, tp and for his and their own 
use and benefit, without any lawful let, suit, hinderance, mo- 
lestation, interruption, or denial whatsoever, of, from, or by 
them the said parties of the first part, their heirs or assigns ; 
or of, from, or by any other person or persons whomsoever 
lawfully claiming, or who shall or may lawfully claim here- 
after, by, from, or under them, or either of them, or by, from, 
or under their or either of their right, title, interest, or estate : 
and that free and clear, and freely and clearly discharged, 
acquitted, and exonerated, or otherwise well and sufficiently 
saved, defended, kept harmless and indemnified by them, the 
said parties of the first part,, their heirs and assigns, of, from, 
and against all and all manner of former and other gifb, 
grants, bargains, sales, mortgages, judgments, and all other 
charges and encumbrances whatsoever, had, made, commit- 
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ted, executed, or done, by them the said parties of the first 
part, or- by, through, or with, their or either of their act8» 
deeds, means, consent, procurement, or privity. 

3n witntBB Vxi^Cttot, the said parties to these presents 
have hereunto interchangeably set their hands and seals the 
day and year first above written. 

Signed, sealed, and deliv- 1 j^^^ ^qj, ^^^^^ 

ered, m presence of I richARD ROE f seal J. 

Henry HiGoiNS, f j^^^ g^^j^jj ^; ^ / 



No. 59. — ^Trust-Deed. 

®f)i0 3nitninxe^ &c. [as in No. 54 to • ]— 
t))l)^ca6f the said John Doe is desirous to make provis- 
ion ^or his daughter Jane Doe, now of the age of twenty-two 
years, against future contingencies,' and for her maintenance 
and support ; and whereas, the said John Doe is dl&siroua 
that his said daughter should enjoy the proceeds, rents, i^ues, 
and income, of the real estate herein^er more particularly 
described, during the term of her natural life, free from the 
control, liabilities, or interference, of any husband that she 
now has or may hereafter have : 

JSitm^ tl^erefore, tl)i0 JftibenttiTetDimeftaelh. that the said 

John Doe, in consideration of the premises, and of the sum 
of one dollar, lawful money of the United States, to him in 
hand paid by the said party of the second part, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath bargained, sold, ali#tiedy 
Teniiised, released, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these 
presents doth bargain, sell, alien, remise, release, convey,^nd 
confirm, unto the said party of the second part, all that cer- 
tain lot, piece, oc parcel of land situate, lying, and being in 
the toton of, &c. \heri describe the jpremises] ; together with 
all and singular the tenements, hereditaments, and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining ; and 
the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, 
issues, and profits thereof;' and also all the estate, right, title, 
interest, property, possession, claim, and demand whatsoever, 
as well at law as in equity, of the said party of the first p«|t, 
of, in, or to the above-described premises, and every part and 
parcel thereof, vnth the appartenances» Ca l)<^^^ ^^^ to 
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tfO[b all and singular the above Tnentioned and described prem- 
ises, together with the appurtenances, unto the said RiCHiiRD 
Rob, -his successors and assigns — 

Stl SttlStt* and to and for the several uses, intents, and 
pui*p03es, hereinafter mentioned, namely : 

First. In trust to lease the saiQe, and to take, colle<^t, and 
receive the rents, issues, and profits thereof; and out o£ 
the same to keep the said premises in good order and re- 
pair, and properly insured, and pay all taxes, assessments, and 
charges, tnat may be imposed thereon. 

Secondly, In trust to pay the residue of such rents^ issues, 
and income, to my daughter Jane Doe, upon her sole and 
separate receipt, to the intent and purpose that she may en- 
joy, possess, and have the same, free from the control, inter- 
ference, or liabilities, of any husband she now has or may 
hereafter have, during the term of her natural life. 

Thirdly. In trust to convey the said land and premises to 
such person or persons as she, the said Jane Doe, by her 
last will and testament, ox by an instrument in the nature of 
a last will and testament, subscribed by her in the presence 
of two credible witnesses, notwithstanding her coverture, may 
direct and appoint. 

And the said John Doe hereby declares, that upon the de- 
cease of his said daughter Jane Doe, the said trusts shall 
cease and determine, and the land and premises above de- 
scribed, shall belong, in fee simple absolute, to such person 
or persons as the said Jane Doe shall, as aforesaid, direct 
and appoint ; and in default of such appointment, shall revert 
to the said John Doe, the grrantor herein named, and to his 
heiiv, to his and their sole use, benefit, and behoof, for ever. 

And the said party of the second part doth hereby signify 
his acceptance of this trust, and doth hereby covenant and 
agree, to and with the said party of the first part, faithfully to 
discharge and execute the same according to the true intent 
and meaning of these presents. 

In 1OittU00 iol)ere0f^ &c. [as in No. 54]. 

* It will be nnderetood that only the general idea of tlie mamier In which a 
trast should be drawn can be given : the condition for which the trast iff granted 
most depend on the nature of the property and intentipn of the grantor. 
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Tfo. 60.— Short Form of Mortgage, with Power of 

Sale. 

QTijis SnitnttlW, made the thirtieth day of November, in 
the year one thousand jei^ht hundred Bind^Jlti/, between John 
!DoE, of the town of Wheatland^ in the county of Monroe^ 
and state of New York, of the first part, and Richard Roe, of 
the village of Scottviile, in the county of Monroe, and state 
of New York, of the second part — 

tXIitneeseti), that the said party of the first part, in con- 
sideration of the sum of one thousand dollars, lawful money 
of the United States, to him duly paid, has sold, and by these 
presents does grant and convey, to the said party of the sec- 
ond part, a!] that certain piece or parcel of land, &c. [here 
describe the land], with the appurtenances, and all the estate, 
title, and interest, of the said party of the first part therein. 

S^is ®tattt is intended as a security for the payment of 
one thousand dollars, on the ^rsC day of January, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and jiftij-five, with interest thereon, pay- 
able semi-annually, at the rate of seven per cent, per annum, 
which payments, if duly made, will render this cgnveyance 
void. And if default shall be made in the payment of the 
principal or interest above mentioned, then the said party of 
the second part, and his assigns, are hereby authorized to 
sell the premises above granted, or so much thereof as will 
be necessary to satisfy the amount then due, with the costs 
and expenses allowed by law. 
jitl tDXttuesS XDlj^r^of, &c. \as in No. 54]. 



No. 61.— Mortgage by Husband and Wife, with 
Interest and Insurance Clause. 

Shis %xihtX{\XliXZ^ made the sixth day of July, in the ye;tr 
one thousand eight hundred ^ndi fifty, between John Doe, of 
the dty of Charleston, in the district of Charleston, and state 
of South Carolina, and Jane his wife, parties of the first part, 
and Richard Roe, of Xhh.same place, party of the second 
part: 

tDljereaSt the said John Doe is justly indebted to th® swd 

party of the second part in the sum of one thousand f<f^T ^•*" 

red dollars, lawful money of the United States, secured to 

7 
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1)6 paid by his certain boncl or obligation bearing even cJate 
with these presents, in the penal sum of tito thousand eight 
hundred dollars, lawful raoney as aforesaid, conditioned for 
the payment of the said first-mentioned sum of one thousand 
four hundred dollars, .lawful money as aforesaid, to the said 
, party of the second part, his executors, administrators, or as- 
wgns, on the tenth day of March, which will be in the yeai 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, an<l 
the interest thereon, to be computed from the date hereof at 
and after the rate of six per cent:, per annum; and to be paid 
quarter yearly: And it is thereby expressly agreed, that 
should any default be made in the payment of the said inter- 
est, or of any part thereof, on any day whereon the same iB 
made payable, as^ abbve expressed, and should the same re- 
main unpaid and in arrear for the space of ten days, then and 
from thenceforth, that is to say, after the lapse of the said ten 
days, the aforesaid principal sum of one thousand four hun' 
dred dollarti with all arrearage of interest therpon, shall, at . 
the option of the said party of the seoond part, his executors, 
administrators, or assigns, become -and be due and payable 
immediately thereafter, although the period above limited 
for the payment thereof may not then have expired, any- 
thing thetein befure contained to the contrary thereof in any 
wise notwithstanding : as by the said bond or obligation, and 
the condition thereof, reference being thereunto had, may 
more fully appear.* 

NCTD t!)is Jnbenttire tDltneSfietl), that the said parties 
of the first part, for the better securing the payment of the 
said sum of money mentioned in the condition of the said 
bond or obligation, with interest thereon, according to the 
true intent and meaning thereof, and also ^r and in consid-. 
eration of the sum of one dollar, to them in hand paid by the 
said party of the second part, at or before the ensealing and 
delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
l(nowleidged» have granted, bargained, sold, aliened, released, 
conveyed, and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bar- 
gain, sell, alien, release, convey, and confirm, unto the said 
party of the second part, and to his heirs and assigns for ever, 
all that certain lot, piece, or parcel of ground, situate, lying, 
and being in the district aforesaid, and which may be better 
kiMgni aiid described as follows, namely: Beginning at a 

* Bond No. 45 hai been drawn to correspond with thU mortgage, and sbookl 
SA^OMupany i^ to ni«ke the papexn complete. 
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post' planted on the norfk&ly side of the highway hadirtg 
from the said city of Charleston to Palmetto bridge disfant 
two hundred and fifty feet easterly from the easterly side of 
John Smith's stone mill ; thence running nofih twenty-Jive 
degrees east thirty chains, to -a stone- there planted; thenee 
east sixty 'five degrees south thirty-five chains ; thence south • 
twenty-five degrees west twenty fivi chains, to the said norther- 
ly side of the said higlyway ; thence westerly along the nor- 
therly side of the highway thirty-six chains, more or lessf to 
the place of beginning, contUining by admeasurement ten 
acres more or less :* together with all and singular the tene- 
ments, hereditaments, and appurtenai^es, thereunto belong* 
ing or in any wise appertaining; and the reversion and rever- 
sions, remainder and remainders, rent?, issues, and profits 
thereof: and also all the estate, right, title, interest, dower 
and right of dOwer, propeity, possession, claim, and demand 
whatsoever, as wfell in law as in equity, of the said parties of 
the first part, of, in, and to the same, and every part and par- 
cel thereof, with the ap]9urt0nances. 9io Ifavc atib tO ifolb 
the above granted and described premises, with the appurte- 
nances, unto the «aid party of the second )part, his heirs and 
assigns, to his and their own proper use, benefit, and behoof, 
for ever : Provided always, and these presents are upon 
this express condition, that if the said parties of the first part, 
their heirs, executors, or administrators, shall well and truly 
pay unto the said party of the second pait, his executors, ad- 
ministrators, or assigns, the said sun* of money mentioned in 
the condition of the said bond or obligation, and the interest 
thereon, at the time and in the manner mentioned in the said 
condition, according to the true intent and meaning thereof, 
that then these presents, and ihe estate hereby granted, shall 
cease, determine, and be void : 

And the said John Doe, for himself, his heirs, executors, 
and administrators, doth covenant and agree tP pay unto the 
said party of the second part, his executors, administrators, 
or assigns, the said sum of money, and interest, as mentioned 
above, and expressed in the condition of the said bond. 

[And it is also agreed by and between the parties to ^lese 
presents, that the said parties of the first part shall and yfJXl, 
keep the buildings erected and to be erected upon the lands 

• Thi« form of deicribing property ii that usually adopted in tbe *>^^If^^ 
The description in No. 04 ftppUei U) Iftndii wUch have been »axveye« uy xttQ 
general govenment. 
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above conveyed, insured against loss and damage by fire> by 
insurers and in an amount approved by the said party of the 
second part, and assign the policy and certificates thereof to 
the said party of the second part ; and in default thereof, it 
shall be lawful for the said party of the second pait to effect 
.such insurance, and the premium and premiums paid for 
* effecting the same shall be a lien on the said mortgaged prem- 
ises, added to the amount of the said bond or obligation, and 
secured by these presents, and payable on demand with inter- 
est at the rate of seven per cent, per annum.]* 

Stt IDltneee T»l)ereof^ the parties to these presents have 
hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above 
written. 
Signed, sealed, and deliv* 1 

ered, in presence of I JOHN DOE (seal). 

Peter Penny, [ JANE DOE (seal). 

Hiram Jacobs. \ - 



No. 62. — ^Mortgage to Executors. 

Sl)is JixHitXilViXt^ made the tenth dav of April, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and jfifty, between John 
Doe, of the city of Savannah^ in the county of Chatham^ and 
state* of Georgia, of the first part, and Richard Roe and John 
Jones, both of the tovm of Milledgeville, in the county of 
Baldwin, and state of Georgia, executors of the last will and 
testament of John Smith, late of Milledgeville aforesaid, of 
the second part : 

tii\)ttta% the said John Doe is justly indebted to the said 

I)arties of the second pait in the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
awful money of the United States, secured to be paid by his 
certain bond or obligation, bearing even date with these pres- 
ents, in the penal sum of twenty thousand dollars, lawful money 
as aforesaid, conditioned for the payment of the said first- 
mentioned sum of ten thousand dollars, on the Jirst day of 
January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
six, with interest thereon at the rate of six per cent, per a^- 
num, payable semi-annually, as by the said bond or obligation 
and the condition thereof, reference being thereunto had, may 

more fully appear. 

» 

* TbiU InimniDoe dsiuie may l^e omitted ot ploMwo. 
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IXom tllis 3tibtntnxt mtneSQttil^ that the sakl party of 
the first part, for the better secunng the payment of the said 
sum of money mentioned in the condition of the said bond or 
obligation, with interest thereon, according to the true intent 
and meaning thereof, and also for and in consideration of the 
sum of one dollar to him in hand paid by the said parties of 
the second part, at or before the ensealing and delivery of 
these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
has granted, bargained, sold, aliened, released, conveyed, and 
confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, 
alien, release, convey, and confirm, unto the said parties of 
the second part, and the survivors and survivor, and their 
assigns, for ever, all that, &c. [7iere 4^scri6e the property 
mortgaged]; together with all and singular the tenements, 
hereditaments, and appurtenances, thereunto belonging or in 
any wise appertaining^ and the reversion and reversions, re- 
mainder and remainders, rents, issues, and profits thereof: 
and also all the estate, right, title, interest, property, posses- 
sion, claim, and demand whatsoever, as well m law as in equi- 
ty, of the said party of the first part, of, in, and to the' same, 
and every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances. 
®0 t)at)je (mb to l)otb all and singular the above granted, 
l>argained, and described premises, with the appurtenances, 
unto the said parties of the second part, the survivors and 
survivor, and their assigns, to* their only proper use, benefit, 
and behoof, for ever : Provided always, and these presents 
are upon this express condition, that if the said party of the 
first part, his heirs, executors, or administrators, shall well 
and truly pay unto the said parlies of the second part, the 
survivors or survivor, or their assigns, the said sum of money 
mentioned in the condition of the said bond or obligation, and 
the interest thereon, at the time and in the manner mentioned 
in the said condition, according to the true intent and mean- 
ing thereof, that then these presents, and the estate hereby 
granted, shall cease, determine, and be null and void. 

And the said John Doe, for himself, his heirs, executors, 
and administrators, doth covenant and agree to pay Unto the 
said parties of the sfecond part, the survivors or sui*vivor, or 
their assigns, the said sum of money,' and interest, as men- 
tioned above, and expressed in the condition of the said bond. 

2n minzw y»\^tXt(A^ &c. [as in No. 54]. 
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No. eft.— Mortgage to Bocnre a Note. 

Wjie Jnbenttrre, made the twelfth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and Jifty, be- 
tween John Doe, of lotoa City, in the county of Johnson ^ 
and state of Iowa, of the first part, and Richard Roe, of the 
toton of Galena, in the county of Jo Daviess, and state of 
Illinois, of the second part : 

tXHttueasetl^f that the said party of the first part, in consid- 
eration of the sum of seven hundred and ten dollars, lawful 
money of the United States, to him in hand paid, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, 
sold, aliened, remised, released, conveyed and confirmed, and 
by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, remise, i-e- 
lease, convey, and confirm, unto the said party of the second 
part, and to his heirs and assigns for «ver, all that, &c. \here 
describe the property mortgaged^, together with all and singu- 
la*- the tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances, there- 
unto belonging or in any v^se appertaining, and the reversion 
and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues, and 
profits thereof; and also all the estate, right, title, interest, 
claim, and demandoaclmtsoever, as well in law as in equity, of 
the said party of thenr5l>nart, of, in, and to the same, ffo 
|)at>0 Otlu to Ijolb the abov^^anted and described prem- 
ises, with the appurtenances, unto the said party of the sec- 
ond part, his heirs and assigns, to his and their own proper 
use, benefit, and behoof, for ever : Provided always, and 
these presents are upon this condition, that if the said party 
of the first part shall well and truly pay his certaiti promissory 
note, bearing even date herewith, given to the said party of the 
second part for the sum of seven hundred and ten dollars, 
lawful money as aforesaid, according to the tenor of said note, 
then these presents shall become void, and the estate hereby 
granted shall. cease and utterly determine. 

Jn toitnesa totljereof^ the said party of the'first part to 
these presents has hereunto set his luuid and seal the day and 
year first above written. 

JOHN DOE (seal). 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Smith, 
John Jones. 
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2fo. 64. — ^Mortgage on Lease, witih OoTenant^lo 

Ihsura 

Sl)i0 3ubttliUVtf made die seventh day of November , in 
tbe year one thousand eight hundred and j^y, between Sda« 
Doe, of the fity of New York, in the county of New Yorh, 
and state of New York, and Richard Rob, of the same place^ 
parties of the first part, and John Smith, of the village of 

W^illiamskurghj in the county of Kings, and state oi New 

York^ of the second paa-t : 

i33\)tVCaSi^ John Jones did, by a certain indenture of lease, 
bearing date the jCr«^ day of August, in the year one thousand 
ei^ht hundred and ^ty, demise, lease, and to farm let, unto 
the said parties of the first part, and to their executors, ad* 
zninisCrators, and assinis, all and singular the premises here* 
inafter mentioned and described, together with their apptir- 
tenances: So j^avt atlb tO ijoU the same unto the said par- 
ties of the first part, and to their executors, administrators, 
and assigns, for and during and until the full end and term of 
tuenty-one years, from the Jlrst day of August last, and fully 
to be complete and ended, yielding and. paying therefor unto 
the said John Jones» and to his oeirs, executors, administra- 
tors, or assigns, the yearly rent or sum of •»« hundred dollars : 
and whereas, the saad paities of the first part are justly in- 
debted to the said party of the second part, in the sum of 
Jioe hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, se- 
cured to be paid by tlieir certain bond or obligation bearing 
even date with^these presents, in the penal sum of OTte ikou- 
Mand dollars, lawful money as aforesaid, conditioned for the 
payment of the first-mentioned sum of five hundred dollars, 
as by the said bond or obligation and -the condition thereof 
reference being thereunto had, may more fully appear i 

SSToiD t^lB Jnbentttre toitnesdeti), that the said parties 
of the first part, for the better securing the payment of the 
said sum of money mentioned in the condition of the said 
bond or obligation, with interest thereon, according to the 
true intent and meaning thereof, and also for and in consider- 
ation of the sum of one dollar, to them in hand paid by the 
said party of the second part, at or befi^iVs the ensealing and 
delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, have granted, bargained, sold, assigned, trans- 
Ibrred, and set over, and by these presents djo g^ant, bargam. 
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sell, assign, transfer, and set over, unto the said party of tlie^ 
second part, afl that certain piece, parcel^ or lot offand, ^tu- 
ate m tfee city of New York, in the county of New Yark, an<i 
state of New York, and which is known and described as 
follows, namely \7iere describe fhe land], together wilh alf and 
singular the edifices, buildings, rights, members, privileges, 
and appurtenances, thereunto belonging or in any wi-<e ap- 
pertaining : and also all the estate, right, thle, interest, terra 
of years yet to come and unexpired, property, possession, 
claim, and demand whatsoever, as well in law as in equity, f)f 
the said parties of the first part, of, iu, and to the said demisecl 
promises^ and every part and jmrcel thereof, wiih the appur- 
tenances : and also the said indenture of lefise, and every 
clause, article, and condition, therein expressed and contained, 
ftc l)at)e avih to Ijolb the said indenture of lease, and other 
hereby granted premises, unto the said party of the second 
ptrt, his executors, administrators, and ^assigns, 'to his anci 
their only proper use, benefit, and behoof, for and during 
all the rest, residue, and remainder, of the said term of 
years yet to come and unexpired : subject,^ nevertheless, 
to the rents, covenants, conditions, and provisions, in the 
said indenture of lease mentioned : Provided always, and 
these presents are upon this express condition, that if the 
said parties of the first part shall well and truly pay unto 
the said party of the second part the said sum of money raen»- 
tioned in the condition of the said bond or obligation, and 
the interevSt thereon, at the tim^ and in the manner mentioned 
in the said condition, according to the true intent and nciean^ 
ing thereof, that then and from thenceforth these presents, and 
the estate hereby granted, shall cease, determine, and be ut- 
terly null and void, anything herein before contained to th» 
contrary in any wise "notwithstanding. 

And the said parties of the first part do hei'eby covenant, grant, 
promise, and agree to and with the said party of the secondpart^ 
that they shall well and truly pay unto the said party of the sec- 
ond part, the said sum of money mentioned in the condition of 
the said bond or obligation, and the interest thereon, accord- 
ing to the condition of the said bond or obligaticm ; and that 
the said premises hereby conveyed now are free and clear of 
all encumbrances whatsoever, and that they have good right 
and lawful authority to convey the same in manner and form 
hereby conveyed : and if default shall be made in the payment 
of the said sum of money above mentioned, or in the intereai 
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which shall accrue thereon, or of any part of eithor, that then 
and from thenceforth it shall he lawful for the said party of 
the second part, and his assigns, to sell, transfer, and set over, 
all the rest, residue, and retnainder, of the said teim of years 
then yet to come, and all other the ri^ht, title, and interest, 
of the said parties of the first part, of, in, and to the same, at 
puhlic auction : and as the attorney of the said parties of the 
first part, for that purpose by these presents duly authorized, 
• constituted, and appointed, to make, seal, execute, and deliver to 
the purchaser or purchasers thereof, a good and sufficient as- 
signment, transfer, or other conveyance in the law, for the 
same premises, with the appurtenances ; and out of the money 
arising &om such, sale, to retain the pnncipal and interest 
which shall then be due on the said bond or obligation, to- 
gether with the cost and charges of advertisement and sale 
of the same premises, rendering the overplus of Hie purchase 
money (if any there ^hall be) unto' the said parties of the first 
part, or their assigns ; which sale, so to be made, shall be a 
perpetual bar, both in law and equity, against the said parties 
of the first part, and against all persons claiming or to claim 
the premises, or any part thereof, by, from, or under them, 
or any of them. 

[And it is also agreed by and between the parties to these 
presents, that the said parties of the first part shall and will 
keep the buildings. erected and to be erected upon the lands 
above conveyed, insured against loss and damage by fire, by 
insure rs, and in an amount approved by the said party of the 
second part, and assign the policy and certificates thereof to 
the said party of the second part ; and in default thereof, it 
shall be lawful for the said party of the second part to effect 
such insurance, and the premium and premiums paid for 
effecting the same shall be a lien on the said mortgaged prem- 
ises, added to the amount of the said bond or obligation, and 
secured by these presents, and payable on demand, with in- 
terest, at the rate of seven per cent, per annum.]* ' 

3n tDittt^60 to\]tXCOi^ the parties of the first part to these 
presents have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and 
year first above written. 

Sealed and delivered^ 

in the presence of 1 JOHN DOE ("seal J. t^ 

John Gates, J RICHARD ROE fsealj. "^ 

John Stone. j 

* Tlu8 clatue can be omitte4 when not req;Qired. 
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DOWER. 

Dower is the interest which the law allows a wife in the 
lands of her husband, in the event of her surviving him. It 
is generally the right to have the one third part in value of 
the lands of her husband set off to ^er for her use during her' 
natural life, bat which she can not dispose of for a longer 
period than her life.* The rights x»f the wife in personal 
property depend on the statute regulations of the states. 

If the husband by his will devise a legacy to her in lieu of 
her dower, she has the right to choose which she will take, 
-the dower or the legacy. • 

In case of an exchange of lands, tfie widow must elect 
whether she will take her dower in the lands given in ex- 
change or in those taken in exchange. 

An assignment of dower is a conveyance, by the heirs, of a 
certain part of the lands to the widow for life, in lieu and sat- 
isfaction of her dower interest in the whole. 

Never take a conveyance of real estate from a married 
man without seeing that his wife joins in the conveyance, and 
properly acknowledges it, according to the laws of your state, 
before the proper officer. If she be not twenty-one years of 
age, she can not bar her right of dower, in which case it will 
be of no use for her to join in the conveyance. 

As to acknowledgments by the husband and wife, see the 
respective states. 

A female wishing to secure the property she may possess, 
BO as to enjoy the benefit of it after marriage, free from the 
control and liabilities of her husband, can effect her purpose 
by conveying it to a third person in trust for her benefit. 

If a husband wishes to convey jiroperty to a wife, he can 
do so by conveying to some friend in trust for her benefit. 
Such a conveyance would be set aside on the application of 
creditors whose rights were prejudiced by it, but they will 
B<ecure the property to th^ wife against everybody else. 
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Na 65.— Assigiimdiit of Dower. 

Q[I^0 Snientnvt^ made the tkirtiHk dny of November^ in 
tiie year one thousand eight Imndred sjkd Jiftp^ between Jonir 
OoK, of tfee town of Merrut9um, in the county of Myrru, and 
state of New Jersey , and Richard Doe, of the tovji of RaA^ 
^ocLy^ in the county of Essex, and state of New Jersey, sole 
lieirB of William Doe, late of M.orrist4iwn aforesaid, now 
^deceased, parties of the first part, and Susan Dus, of Mor^ 
Tzstovm efort^aid,, widow and i^lict of tbe said William Doe* 
deceased, of tbe other part: 

13} ^eteas, the said William Doe was seizod at the timd 
o€ liis decease in fee simple of certain lands and tenements, 
w^liich, upon his decease aforesaid, descended to tbe said Jojur 
IDoB and Richakd Dos, his sole heirs at law — 

35D'0tD tl)is JnbjenttiTe toitness^t^, that the said Johw 

X>0£ and Richard Doe have set off and assigned, and by 
these presents do'set off and assign, unto the said Sudan Doe;, 
all that, &c. [^€rc describe the premises assigned] : 9io 1)01) t 
tltlb to l)0lilt the same, with all the tenements and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging, unto the said Susan Dor, for 
and during the term of ker natural life, as at)d for her dower, 
and in lieu of and full satisfaction of all her dower and claim 
of dower, in tbe lands of which the said William Doe died 
eeized. 

^nd the said Susan Doe hereby signifies her acceptance 
of the premises so set off and assigned to her, as and for her 
dower and in full satisfaction of all her dower and claim of dower 

in the lands whereof the said William Doe, her late husband, 

d.ied seized. 

3n tBitli^00 wlfCVCOf, the parties to these presents have 
hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first abov« 
w^ritten. 

Signed, sealed, and deliv- ^ j^^^ jjq^ ^^^^^^ 

^'nZr^^Zf \ RICHARD ^K /*«/;. 
' J::^^Z ' I SUSAN DOE r««// 
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• No. 67,--^liort Form of Leasa^ 



in the presence of 
John Smith, 
p£T£R Jones. 



JOHN DOE C^ealJ, 
RICHARD ROE fsealj. 



\ 



Cl)i0 Jnbenttire^.inade the first day oiAprih iu the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty, ^heXwoen. John Dob; 
of the city o{,New York, in the county of Neto York, and state • ^ 
of New York, of the first part, and RichariI Rob, of the ^ 
same place, of the second part — ^ ^ j 

toiltiCMtttf^ that the said party of the first part h^th let- ' 
ten, and by these presents doth grant, demise, and to farni let^ 
unto the said party of the second part, all that, ^c. [here dc' 
scribe the premises intended to- he let], with the appurtenances, 
for the term of twenty years, from the fir^t day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, at the yearly rent or sum 
of two hundred dollars, to be paid in equal qtiarter yearly 
payments. And it is agreed that if any rent shall be due and 
unpaid, or if default shall be made in any of the covenants 
herein contained, then it shall be lawful for the said party of 
the first part to re-enter the said premises, and to remove all 
persons therefirom. 

And the said party of the second part doth covenant to pay 
to the said party of the first part the said yearly rent as 
herein specified, namely, in quarter yearly payments on the 
first day of August, November, February, and May, in each 
and every year : and^ that at the expiration of the said term, 
the said party of the second part will quit and surrender the 
premises hereby demised in as good state and condition as 
reasonable use and wear thereof will permit, damages by the 
elenients excepted : and the said party of the first part doth 
covenant that the said party of the second part, on paying the 
iaid yearly rent, and performing the covenants aforesaid, shall 
and may peaceably and quietly have, hold, and enjoy, the said 
demised premises for the term aforesaid. 

3tt 1Ditnes0 tO^ereof, we have hereunto set our hands 
and seals, this first day ofAprU, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty. 

Sealed and delivered " 
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• • • 

liifo. e8.--^IiM(se : Tenant to ppy Taztfs, a3|d not to 
nndarlet without Consent of tho Landlord, nn- 
•der bis Hand and Seal 

ttl)i0 SnitntUXe^ &c. [as in No. 67 to • ]— - . 

tOitltieBdett), that the said party of the first part, in coni 
Bidet ation of the rents and covenants hereinafter reserved and 
contained, on the part and behalf of the said party of the sec- 
ond part, to him, his executors, administrators, and assigns, 
to be paid, kept, and performed,. hath granted, -demised, and 
to farm let, and by these presents doth grant, demise, and to 
farm let, unto the said party of the second part, all that, Sec. 
[here describe the propertT/]. ®0 Ijiltie ailb to Ijolb the said 
above mentioned and described premises unto the said party 
of the second pait, his executors, administrators, and assigns, 
from the ^rst day of May, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and Jlfi^j for and during, and until the 
full end and term of Jive years, from thence ne!kt ensuing, and 
fully to be complete and ended ; yielding and paying for the 
same unto the said party of the first part, or to his heirs or 
assigns, the rent or sum of three hundred dollars, lawful money 
of the United States, yearly and every year, during the said 
term, in equal q%art€r yearly payments, to be made on the 
first day of August, November, February, and May, in each 
and every year, during the term hereby demised, the first 
payment to be made on the first day of August next : Pro- 
vided ALWAYS, that if it shall happen that the said yearly rent 
or any part thereof, shall not be paid . on any day on which 
the same ought to be paid, as aforesaid, then, and at all times 
thereafter, it shall and may be lawful for the said party of the 
first part, his heirs and assigns, into the said demised prem- 
ises, or any part thereof, in the name of the whole, to re-enter 
and to re-possess, have, and enjoy the same again, as of his or 
their formei estate and interest therein, anything herein con- 
tained to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. 

And the said party of the second part, for himself, his ex- 
ecutors, administrators, and assigns, doth by these presents 
covenant and grant, to and with the said party of the first 
part, his heirs and assigns, in manner following, that is to say : 
that he, the said party of the second part, his executors, ad- 
ministrators, and assigns, shall and will, during the term here- 
by demised, well and truly pay unto the said party of the first 
part, his heii's or assigns, the said yearly rent hereby reserved. 
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at the days and times herein before limited &r the payment 
thereof, without fraud or delay. 

And also, that he, the said party of the second part, his ex- 
ecutors, administrators, or assigns, shall and will, at his and 
their own proper costs and charges, bear, pay, and discharge, 
faS such duties, taxes, assessments, and payments, extraordi- 
nary as well as ordinary, as shall during the time hereby de- 
mised be laid, levied, assessed, or imposed on, or grow due 
or payable out of, or for, or by reason of the said demised 
premises, or any part thereof: and also, that he, the said 
party of the second part, himself, his executors, administra- 
tors, or assigns, or any of them, shall not, nor will, at any 
time or times hereafter, during the term hereby granted, 
lease, let, or demise, all or any part of the«aid premises here- 

' by demised, nor assign, transfer, or make over the same, or 

this present lease, or any of his or their term or time therein 
to any person or persons whomsoever, without the consent of 
the said party of the first part, his heirs or assigns, in writing, 
under hi^> or their seal, for that purpose first had and obtained, 
anything herein before contained to the contrary thereof in 
any wise notwithstanding : and also that he, the said party of 
the second part, his' executors, administrators, or assigns, or 
some or one of them, shall and wi!l, on the last day of the 

t*' term heieby demised, or other sooner detei mination of the 

estate hereby granted, well 'and tiuly deliver up the said 
hereby demised premises, in good and sufijcient order, into 
the possession of the said party of the first part,, his heirs or 
assigns, without fraud or delay. 

And provided furthkr, and this present lease is upon this 
express condition, that if the said party of the second part, his 
executors, administrators, or assigns, at any time during the 
term hereby granted, shall fail in the performance of any oi^ 
either of the covenants, conditions, or provisoes, in these pres- 
ents contained, which, on the part and behalf of the said party 
of the second part, his executors, administrators, and assis^ns, 
are or ought to be observed, performed, fulfilled, and kept ; 
then, and at all times thereafter, it shall and may be lawful 
for the said party of the first part, his heirs and assigns, into 
the said demised premises, or any part thereof, in the name 
of the whole, to re-enter and re-possess, have, and enjoy the 
sanrie again, as of their former estate and inteiest therein, any- 
thing herein contained to the contrary in any wise notwith* 
standing.— Jfn wUtWMl U)I)iCU0f, &c. [as in No. 67], 
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No. 69. — Agreement to Let, with Covenant not to 

Underlet. 

ffl)i0 ^gteettitnU n^ade the sixteenth day of February, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred wndjlfty-one, between 
John Doe, of the citf/ of Brooklyn, in the county of KingM, 
and state of New York, of the first part, and Kiciiard Roe, 
of the same place, of the second part — 

iDitn^SSett)^ that the said party of the first part hath agreed 
to let, and hereby doth let, and the said party of the second 
part hath agreed to take, and hereby doth t^e, that certain 
lot or parcel of land lying and being situated on the north 
side of Franklin street, knovm and at present numbered a*' 
twenty ^ne, in the third ward of the city of Brooklyn afort" 
said, together with the two-story brick dwelling and other 
<ippurtenances thereunto belonging, for the term of one year, 
to commence on the first day of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-one, and to end on the first day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred 3x\d fifty -two. 

And the said party of the second part hereby covenants 
and agrees to pay unto the said party of the first part the 
yearly rent or sum of three hundred dollars, payable quar- 
terly on tbe first days of August, November,, February, and 
May, in each year, and to quit and surrender the premises at 
the expiration of the said term, in as good state and condition 
as reasonable use and wear thereof will permit, damages by 
the elements excepted. And the said party of the second 
part further covenants that he will not assign, let, or underlet, 
-the whole or any part of the said premises, without the writ- 
ten consent of the said party of the first part, under the pen- 
alty of forfeiture and damages ; and that he will not 6ccupy 
the said premises, nor permit the same to be occupied for any 
business deemed extra-hazardous without the like consent, 
Under the like penalty : and the said party o/ the second part 
further covenants that he will permit the said party of the 
first part or his agent to enter said premises for the purpose 
pf making repairs or alterations, and also to show the prem- 
ises to persons wishing to hire or purchase ; and on and after 
the first day of February next will pennit ihe usual notice 
of " to let" or " for sale" to be placed upon the walls of said 
premises, and remain thereon, without hinderance or moles- 
tation : and also, that if the said premises or any part thereof 
fihall become vacant during the said term, the said party of 

S* 
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the first part may re-enter the same, by either force or other- 
wise, without being liable to any prosecution therefor; and 
re-let the said premises as the agent of the said party of the 
second part, and receive the rent thereof, applying the same, 
first to the payment of such expense as he may be put to in 
ife-entering, and then to the payment of the rent due by these 
presents ; and the balance (if any) to be paid over to the said 
party of the second part. 

And the said party of the second part hereby farther cov- 
enants that if any default be m^de in the payment of the said 
rent, or any part thereoT, at the times above specified, or if 
default be made in the performance of any of the covenants 
or agreements herein contained, the said hiring, and the rela- 
tion of landlord and tenant, at the option of the said party of 
.the -first part, shall wholly cease and determine ; and the .said 
party of the first part shall and may re-enter the said prem- 
ises, and remove all persons therefrom ; and the said party of 
the second part hereby expressly waives the service of any 
notice in writing of intention to ye-enter. 

3n witness mlftxeof^ &c. [as. in No. 67], 

3n tonBiiiC%aiion of the letting of the premised above 
mentioned to the above-named Richard Roe, I do hereby 
covenant and agree, to and with the party of the first part 
above named, and his legal representatives, that if default 
shall at any time be made by the said Rychard .JR,oe in the 
payment of the rent and performance of the covenants above 
contained on his -part to be' paid and performed, that I will 
/ well and truly pay the said rent, or any arrears thereof, that 
may remain due unto the said party of the first part, and 
also all damages that may arise in consequence of the non- 
performance of said covenants, or either of them, without 
requiring notice of any such default from the said party of 
the first part. 

iX)ittteS0 my hand and seal, this sixteenth day of Febru- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and fifty -one. 

THOMAS SHARPE. 
Witness (John Stone, 
Witness I John Smith. 
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Ufa. 70. — Teiidnt^s AgreemeiilL* 

®i)i0 is to itcttifp, that I have hired and taken of John 
Smith, of the village of Smithtotcn, in the county of Sagivaw, 
and state of Michigan , a house and lot knoion as number twenty* 
one, Smith street, in the village of Smithtotcn aforesaid, mr 
the term of one year from \hQ first day of June, on'e thousand 
eight hundred and fifty, at the yearly rent of tioo hundred 
dollars, payable quarter yearly. And I hereby promise to 
make punctual payment of the rent in manner aforesaid, and 
quit and surrender the premises at the expiration of the said 
term, in as good state and condition as reasonable use and 
wear thereof will permit, damages by the elements excepted, 
and engage not to let or underlet the whole or any part of 
the said premises, without the written consent of the land- 
lord, under the penalty of forfeiture and damages ; and also 
not to occupy the said premises for any business deemed 
extra-hazardous without the like consent;, under the like pen- 
alty. 

CSSitljeit under my hand and seal, the tenth day of May^ one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, JOHN DOE (seal). 

Witness i ^''^^^ Short, 
\ John Jones. 



No. 71.— Landlord's Agreement. 

St)i0 ii to Certify, that I have let and I'ented unto John 
Doe, of the village of Smithtovm, in the county of Saginaw, 
and state of Michigan, my house and fbt , known as number 
twenty-one, Smith street, in the village of Smithtoum af&re" 
said, for the term of one year from the first day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, at the yearly rent of two 
hundred dollars, payable quarter yearly. The premises are 
not to be used or occupied for any business deemed extra- 
hazardous, on account of fire, nor shall the same or any part 
thereof be let or underlet without the written consent of the 
landlord, under the penalty of forfeiture and damages. 

^V^VX under my hand and seal, the tenth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty. JOHN SMITH. 

Witness ^ James Short, 
\ John Jones. 

• If a surety is required, as decurity for jthe payment of the rent, the one ap- 
pended to No. 69 can be added. 
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No. 72.— Agreetoient for Letting, with Mortgage on 
Personal Property to secure the Rent. 

® l}is ^Qteement, mnde the serentJi day of Juhf, in the year 
one thousand eijrht hundred ^x\(\Jiftyy between John Doe, of 
the city of Bostoriy in the county of Stfffblk, and state of 
Massachusetts, of the first part, and Richa'rd Roe, of the same 
place, of the second part — 

toittttSSEtt), that the said party of the first part hath agreed 
to let, and hereby doth let, and the said party of the second 
part hath agreed to take, and hereby doth take [Jiere descrihe, 
the premises], for the term o^ three years, to commence on the 
Jirst day of August, one thousand eiffht hundred and fifty ^ 
and to end on the thirty-first day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred an d fifty -th ree. 

And the said party of the second part hereby covenants 
and agrees to pay unto the said party of the first part the 
yearly rent or sum of four hundred dollars, payable quar- 
ter yearly, that is to say, on the first day of November, 
February, May, and August, of each and every year, 
*nd to quit and surrender the premises at the expiration of 
the said term, in as good state and condition as reasonable use 
and wear thereof will permit, damages by the elements ex- 
cepted ; and not assign, let, or underlet, the. whole or any part 
of the said premises, or occupy the same for any business 
deemed extra-hazardous, without the written consent of the 
said party of the first part, under the penalty of forfeiture 
and damages. 

And the said party of the. second part hereby further cove- 
nants, that if any default be made in the payment of the said 
rent, or any part thereof, at the ,times above specified, the said 
party of the first part shall and may re-enter the said prem- 
ises, and remove all persons therefi'om. 

And the said party of the second part, for the considera- 
tion aforesaid, and for the sum of one dollar to him paid by 
the said party of the first part, doth grant, bargain, and sell, 
unto the said parties of the first part, all and singular the 
goods and chattels mentioned in the schedule hereto an- 
nexed * So ijatie anb to l)Olb the said goods and chattels 
for ever : Upon Condition, that if the said party of the sec- 
ond part shall well and truly pay, or cause to be paid, unto 

* See page 50 for plan of schedole. 
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the said party of the first part the rent ahoye reserved punc- 
tually, at the several times when the same shall become due 
as aforesaid, then the said bargain and sale' shall be null and 
void. But in case default shall be made in the payment of 
the said rent, or.- any part thereof, at the several times men- 
tioned as aforesaid, and shall remain unpaid five days after 
the same becoines^ due and payable, then it shall be lawful fol: 
the said party of the first part to take possession of the said 
goods and chattels, wherever the* same may be found, and to 
sell the same at public sale (first giving three days* notice of^ 
the time and place of such sale), or so much thereof as may 
Be necessary to pay the rent due, and the balance of rent for 
the whole unexpired term, whether due or not due, and all 
costs and expenses that may have accrued on account thereof^ 
rendering the remaining goods and chattels, and the surplus 
jtioney from said sale, if any there shall be, unto the said party 
of the second part. 

3Lni it is fnrtl)er agttcb between the parties to these 
presents, that in case the said party of the second part shall 
sell, assign, or dispose of, or attempt to sell, assign, or other- 
wise dispose of the said goods and chattels, or shall attempt 
to remove the same from the premises hereby demised to the 
said party of the second part, it shall and may be lawful for 
the said party of the first part to take possession of the same, 
and retain them in his possession until the said rent shall be 
paid, or until default Jn the payment thereof. But until de- 
fault be made in the pigment of the said rent, thtf said goods 
and chattels (unless the said party of the second pait shall 
Bell, or attempt to sell or remove the same, as aforesaid) shall 
remain in the possession of the said party of the second part. 

3tt VdUmm VOifevtof^ the parties to these presents have 
hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above 
written. 

Signed, sealed, and deliv- ") 

ered, in presence of I JOHN DOE f seal J. 

Peter Penny, [ RICHARD ROE (sealj. 

HiRAM Jacobs. j 
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LETTER OF CREDIT. 



This is a letter frequently given by a person of known 
responsibility to a friend, to enable that friend to procure 
goods on time. It is usually somewbat in this form : — 



No. 73.— Fonn of Letter of 

Hamilton, Canada West, > 
October 15, 1850. j 
Messrs. John Smith & Co. -^Gentlemen : Please deliver 
to Richard Roe, of this place, goods, silks, and merchandise, 
to any amount not exceeding^re thousand dollars, and I will 
hold myself accountable to you for the payment of the same, 
in case Mr. Roe should fail to make payment therefor. 

You will please to notify me of the amount for which you 
may give him credit ; and if default should be made in the 
payment, let me know it immediately. 

I am, gentlemen, your most ob't servant, 

JOHN DOE. 



Messrs. ^ohn Smith & Co., 
No — Broadway y New York 



.] 



LETTER OF LICENSE. 



A letter oflicefise is an agreement by creditors to penpit a 
d^.btor, when he is not able to pay his debts at the time due, 
tr> carry on his business without molestation. It does not 
7 elease the debts, or prevent creditors who have not signed 
it firom collecting their claims in the usual method. ^ 



Ko. 74.— Agreement not to sue a Debtor. 
Vinom all SXtn bp ti)e$e Presente, that whereas John 

Doe, of the city of Baliimore, in the county of Baltimore, and 
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ft 

ft 

itate of Maryland, is justly indebted to us, KrcHARD Roe, 
John Jones, Thomas Sharpk, and Henry Smith, in divers 
sums of money, which the said John Doe is unable to pay ; 

Now, theref<)re, we do hereby grant unto the said John 
Doe full liberty and license to attend to, follow, and nego- 
tiate, any business or affairs whatsoever, without any suit, 
trouble, or hinderance from us, or any of us, for the space of 
two years from the date hereof. 

And we and each oi us, for ourselves, our and each of out 
beirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, for and in cox)/» 
sideration of the agreement and covenant of the said John 
Doe hereinafter contained, do covenant and agree with the 
said John Doe, that we will not, nor will either or any of us, 
at any time during the said space of two year 9^ sue, pro^cute, 
an-est, molest, or troublei the said John Doe, in respect or 
on account of any debts now by him due to us or any or either 
'of us. 

-And the said John Doe, in consideration of the foregoing 
covenant and agreement, for himself, his heirs, executors, or 
administrators, covenants and agrees with the creditors afore- 
said, that he will faithfully apply all moneys, property, and 
effects, that he may earn or procure during the said term of 
two yearsy to the payment of his debts owing to the creditors 
aforesaid, in proportion to the amount due and owing to each. 

3xi t9itne60 1oi)ereof, we have hereunto set our hands 

and seals, this JirU dgg, of Ap^ril, one thousand eight hundred 

VLndAfiy. 

RICHARD ROE, 
JOHN JONES; 
THOMAS SHARPE, 
HENRY SMITH. 

-_. ( John Stone, ^ 

Witness ^ John Smith, 
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MARRIAGE. 

Marriage is a civil contract entered into by persons capti 
ble of consenting thereto. • 

It can not be entered into by idiots o^ lunatics. When 
 procured by force or fraud, it is also void. Marriage is like- 
wise prohibited between near relations. 

The parties must be of the age of consent, which is gener- 
ally fourteen in males and twelve in females. 

No peculiar ceremonies are requisite by the conynon law 
to the valid celebration of the maririage rite, but it is advisa- 
/ ble that the contract should be entered into in the presence 
of some clergyman or civil magistrate. In all cases be sure 
to take a certificate of the marriage : it is of much importance 
to have that certificate in case of necessity. 



No. 75.— Form of Marric^e. 

The parties having joinedTiands, say : " By this act of join- 
ing hands, you do now assume toward 0aeh other the relation 
of husband and wife, and do* solemnly promise, as such, to 
love, honor, and cherish each other, so long as you both shall 
live. 

" I therefore pronounce you to be henceforth husband and 
wife." 



No. 76.— Marriage Certificate. 

State of Massachusetts, ^ 3 io IjetebB Certifg, that on 
County of Franklin, > the ^rst day of July, in the year 
Town of Deer^eld. ) of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and Jlfti/, at the house of John Jones, in said town, 
John Dob, of the citj/ of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, 
and state of Massachusetts, and Harriet E. Jones, of the 
city aforesaid, to me personally known [ot proved by the oath 
of John Jones aforesaid] to bd the persons described in this 
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certificate, "V^ere by me joined together with their mutual con- 
sent in the bonds of wedlock ; and £ did first ascertain that 
the said parties were of sufficient age to consent to the same : 
which marriage took place in the presence of John Sbiith 
and John Stone, subscribing witnesses hereto. 

Witness my hand and seal, this^r^^ day o£ Julp, one thou« 
sand eight hundred and J/ty. HENRY HOI^E, 

Pastor of First Church in Deerjield. 

Marriage celebrated in ) John Smith, 
presence of us, ) John Stone, 



JUDGiynSNT NOTE- 

This note enables the holder, in some of the states, to enter 
Bp judgment thereon without suit, if it be not paid when iC 
is due. 



No. 77.—- Form of Judgment Note. 

$1,000. Sox Siaiut re«inei, I promise to pay t9 
Richard Roe, or order, the sum of one thousand doUaT8» 
thirty days after date ; and I hereby nominate, constitute, and 
appoint the said Richard Roe, or any attorney-at-law of this 
state, my true and lawful attorney, irrevocable, for me and in 
my name Xo appear in any court of record of this state, at any 
time after the above promissory note becomes due, and to 
waive all process and service thereof, and to confess judg- 
ment in favor of the holder hereof for the sum that may bo 
due and enving hereon, with interest and costs, and waiving 
all errors, &c. 

3n minCQQ mtiextof^ I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal, at the city of CAicago, in the county of Cook, and state 
of Illinois, this Jirst day of JwZy, one thousand eight hundred 
and ^ty, 

JOHN DOE (smIJ. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Smith, 



fToHff Jones. 



ft 
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PROMISSORY NOTES. 

A prwHUSory note is an .absolute engagement in writing 
to pay a specified sum at a certain time to a person named, 
or to hid order, or to the bearer. 

The signer of the note is called the maker ; the one to 
whom it is made payable, the payee ; and he to whom the 
payee makes it payable by endorsement, is called the endor^ 
gee ; be who endorses the note, the endorser, 

A consideration must be given for a note to make it valid, 
as between the maker and payee ; but any one who has given 
Talue for it, before it had become 4|i6» s^id not knowing that 
k was originally made without considersttton, can recover on 
T^ against all the antecedent parties to the note. 

The words " value received" should be inserted in a prom- 
issory note, so as to express a consideration for the promise. 
• But he who receives a promissory note for a consideration 
before given, for instance as security for a precedent debt, 
4ii|f not givt V4due for it, and is inno better position than the 
payee. 

A negotiable note is one that is traqpferable without, or 
is made transferable by endotsement. A note negotiabh^ by 
the laws of the state where it is miade is negotiable elsewhere. 

The noost usual methods of drawing notes are on demand, 
or at a cortain time afber date ; either payable only to the 
person named, or to his order, or to bearer, or in a specified 
commodity. A note payable to the person named, where the 
words, to order, or to hearer, are omitted, is not negotiable ; 
if payable to order, it is negotiable by the payee endorsing it 
by writing his name on the back of the note, in which case 
the payee is liable to the holder if it is not paid by the 
maker, provided he have due notice thereof. If payable to 
bearer, the holder can demand payment without endorsing it. 

Any payee who desires to transfer a note by endorsement, 
without ijacurring any respon^bility, can do so by endor^ng 
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the note in this manner : '' Without recourse to me, Johw 
Doe." If be wishes to make it payable to a third party spe- 
cially, he can do so by endorsing it thus : ** Pay the within to 
John Jones, or order, John Dois ;'' John Jones must then 
endorse it in order to transfer it to another person. 

A note running thus, '' I promise to pay," and signed by 
two parties is joint and several, and may be collected of either 
party ; if it is desired to make only a joint note, write it thus, 
** We jointly and not severally promise." 

If a note is made payable to the order of two or more per- 
sons who are not partners, they must each and all endorse it, 
in order to make a valid transfer. 

A note negotiated after it. is due is subject to any ofiset the 
maker df the note may haye against the person to whom it is 
made payable. - ^ 

The word9 ** without defalcation or discount," must be in- 
serted in notes in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. In those 
states a note in which these words are not inserted is subject 
to the same dissibilities as a note that is past due. 

Promissory notes are entitled, like bills of exchange, to 
three days of grace, and payment should be demanded on 
the la^ day of grace. Custom, and the statute in some states^ 
make a note falling diye on Sunday payable the day previous. 

Demand of payment should be made of the maker on the 
day when the note is due, and if not paid, notice should be 
immediately given to all the endorsers, if thb is not done they 
win be discharged from their liability. ? 

If the words " with interest" are omitted in a note, it will 
not draw interest before the time at which it is due. If it is 
not paid when due, it will draw legal interest from Aat time* 
If the note is payable on demands it will draw interest from 
the time payment is demanded. If a note is made payable 
in a specified commodity payment must be offered at the time 
required, otherwise the holder $an demand its vfi^e in money. 
(This rule is equally applicable in all contracts for barter.) 
The holder of a note need not accept a sum less than the 
whole amount due, but if he doea» h© sbQuld ^^^% *9 
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amount received on the back of the note. The rate of in- 
terest allowed on money past due, is the legal rate of the 
state in which the paper is drawn. 

When a note has been lost it is advisable to give the fact 
all the publicity possible, so that the public may be prevented 
from purchasing it ; yet if it get into the hands of one who 
paid value for it in good faith, it must be paid, unless its nego- 
tiation has been accomplished by forgery. 

See Bills of Exchange, page 40. 



No. 78.--Note not Negotiable. 



$610: : JSew YorJcy November 9, 1850. 

Twenty Dayr after date, I promise to pay to 
Martin W. Goodman, Six Hundred and Ten Dollars, 
value received. JOHN DOE. 

No. 79. — ^Note Negotiable by Endorsement. 

;$250:: New Orleans, Sept. 12, 1850. 

Ten Days after date, I promise to pay to the order 

of John Jones, Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars, 

value received. 

JOHN DOE. 



No. 80. — Note Negotiable without Endorsement 

a|fi ' . 

^^ $125.-AV Chicago, July 10th, 1850. 

Three months after date, I promise to pay to 
James Smith, or bearer. One Hundred and Twenty- 
Five ^^th Dollars, value received. 

^ JOHN DOE. 
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No. 81. — Joint Negotiable Note, payable at a Bank. 

$200:: Boston^ Jantumf 8, 1851. 

Six months after date, for value received, we.propiise 

to pay Henry Reed, or order. Two Hundred DoHars, 

at the People's Bank, Boston. JOHN DOE, 

RICHARD RCffi. 

No. 82. — Negotiable Note payable in Mttrcfaandiae. 

$300:: Philadelphia^ Sept. 12, 1850. 

Sixty Days after date, for value received, I promise 
to pay without defalcation, to John Jones, or order, 
Three Hundred Dollars, in merchantable wheat at the 
current price. JOHN DOE. 




" Without defalcation" are inserted in'notes drawn in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey to protect them when dae against any offset of the maker. 

No. 83. — ^Negotiable Note on Demand. 



$400:25 New TorJc, November 4, 1850. 

On demand, I promise to pay to the order of 
Martin H- Johnson^ Four Hundred r^th Dollars, 
value received. JOHN DOE. 



No. 84. — Note on Demand, with Interest from date, 

not Negotiable. 

 i n  ' I I I II I II I. .1. I I I !!■ I !!■ 

$15t):: Detroit^ June lOth, 1850. 

On demand, I promise to pay to James Smith, 
One Hundred and Fifty Dollars, with interest from 
date, value received. 



M 



JOHN DOE. 
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DUEBILLS. 

Due-bills are general informal notes, or memoranda, ac 
knowledgimg tbitt a certain amount is due to the party to 
whom they are given. They are frequently given when 
money or merchandise has been temporarily borrowed, as an 
evidence of the fact. 



116. 85.— Form of Due-BilL « 

. New t^oRK, October 20, 1850. 
HSViC Richard RoBji^on demand, ttoenty-Jive dollan, value 
received. 

JOHN DOE. 

This form may be varied in the same manner as a note, to 
express time, amount, kind of payment, and who paid to. 
The same is also true of orders. 
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ORDERS. 

An order is a writtea request by one person to another, to 
do an act fqr his own benefit or accommodation, or that of a 
third party. It has, of course, no value, unless the party to 
whom it is addressed is willing to perform the act desired. 



Na 86. — Order for Money. 

New York, November 10, 1850. 
Mr. Richard Roe will please pay to John Smith, or or- 
der, twenty -fi'Bt dollars, on demandi and charge the same to 
th6 account of 

JOHN DOE 
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No. B7.—Or6ffr to sell Merchandise. 

Boston, Novemher 12, 1850. 
Please let Mr. Thomas Shakpe have sucb merchandiae 
as be may select, to the amount of one hundred doUar^i and 
diarge the same to the accouut of 

To Richard Roe. JOHN DOE. 



Ho. 88.^-Ord6r to delitrer OoedOb 

Charleston, November 15, 1850. 
Mr. RrcHARD Roe: Please deliver to Dunn Brown^ or- 
beai«r« the packsige ^ goods belonging to me, and oblige 

Yours, 

JOHN DOEL 



RECEIPTS. 

A receipt Is not conclusive evidence of payment, bat k 
tkrows tbie burden of proof upon him who attempts to im- 
f^each it. For this reason, no prudent person wiW part with 
a receipt until the payment has actually been made. They 
may be either in full of all demands, for a special account, ia 
part payment of an account, or for a special purpose. The 
arrangement ^f the wording of ^retseipt is not Important, if 
the object and time be distinctly stated in it< .. / 

A general receipt in Jtdl of all demmsi* is a <Siai^ai:]ge <if 
all debCfly except special debts under seal. 



No. 89.— Receipt in FuIL 

Boston, June 15, 1850. 

Received of Rf chard Roe ^ty-^me didlars, in full oi all 

dtanapda up to this date. 

^ JOHN DOBt 



S 
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No. 90.— Receipt on Account 

Boston, July 1, 1850. 
ReceWed of Richard Roe ten ddlars, to apply on aecounf. 

JOHN DOE. 



No. 91.— Receipt for a Special Purpose. 

gjpceived, Boston, July 24, 185t0, from Richarh. Roe, on^ 
"hundred dollars, to pay the account of John Doe against 
lum. PETER PEPPER. 

Na 92L— Receipt when Money is paid by a Third 

Person. 

Boston, Jtdy 25, 1850. 
Received of Richard Roe, through Peter Pepper, one 
hundred dollare in full of all demands against Richard Rob 
up to this date. 

JOHN DOE. 



No. 93.— Receipt of Interest to be endorsed on a 

Bond. 

Received, August 15, 1850, from Richard Roe, one hun- 
dred and twenty dollars, being the se/ui-annual interest this 
day due on the within bond. 

JOHN DOE. 



No.^c9^. — Receipt in full for a Special Account 



* » 



New York, Octoher 15, 1850. 
Received from Richard Rob two hundred dollars and 
twenty 'Jive cents, in full of all demands for printing to Octo 
her 1, 1850. 

JOHN DOE 



^ 
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PARTNERSHIP. 

Partnership is & voluntary contract between two or moro 
persons, for joining together their money, goods, labor, and 
skill, or any or all of them, for the purpose of carryings on a 
lawful business,' nnder an understanding to participate in the 
profits in certain proportions. 

They whose names appear to the world as partners ari^ . 
f termed ostensible partners. 

An ostensible partner who has no interest in the firm is 
called a nominal partner. 

A nominal partner is liable for all the debts and contracts 
of the firm. 

One who has an interest in the firm, but whose name is not 
published to the world as a partner, is called a dormant or 
silent partner. 

Any one who permits his name to be used in a firm, or 
who shares the profits of the business, is liable to the world 
as a partner. ^ 

Each individual of a firm is liable to the whole amount of 
the debts of the concern. 

The acts of one partner bind all the others, when done in 
pursuance of rfie business of the firm, and in the usual course 
of that business ; but any act not required by the nature of 
the business will not bind them. ' , ' 

There" is a contract of partnership known as a special part' 
nership, consisting of one or more persons called general 
partners, who attend to the carrying on of the business of the 
concern and are liable to the full amount of the debts of the 
firm, and of one or more persons called special partners, who 
are liable only to the amount of the capital they put into the 
concern. These special partnerships ire wholly regulated by 
statute, and can only be entered into by conforming strictly 
to the statute regulations of the state- where the partnership 
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is formed. The laws regulating the formation and coiyiact 
of special partnerships are so particular, that no prudent man 
will take any steps in the formation of such a partnership 
without good legal advice. 



No. 9& — Article of Copartii«rshi|x 

ftorticle of %%xeement^ made the^rst Akj of January, ia 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one^ between 
John Doe, of the town of Wilmington, in the county, of Nezo* 
castle, and state of Delaware, of one part, and Richard Roe, 
of the same place^ of the other part, as follows : 

The said parties. above named have agreed to become co- 
partners in the business of wholesale and retail dry goods and 
groceries merchants, and by these presents do agree to be co- 
partners together under and by the name or firm of "Dob 
and Roe," in the buying, selling, and vending, all sorts of 
goods, wares, and merchandise, to the said business belonging, 
and to occupy the store in the toum aforesaid now occupied hy 
said Doe, their copartnership to commence on the first day 
of August »ea;/,,and to continueybr three years from that day ; 
and to that end and purpose the said John Doe furnishes 
and puts into the concern the stock in his said store, and two 
thousand dollars in cash, as part of the capital of the said 
firm; and the said Richard Roe puts into the said firm the 
sum of five thousand dollars as his portion of the common 
stock — ^all which it is agreed is to be used and employed in 
common between them, for the support and management of 
the said business, t6 their mutual benefit arid advantage. 

An4 it is agreed, by and between the parties to these pres- 
ents, that at sJl times during the continuance of their copart 
nership, they and each of them will give their attei^dance, and 
do their and each of their best endeavors, and, to the utmost 
of thi^r skill and power, exert themselves for their joint in- 
terest, profit, benefit, and^ advantage, and truly employ, buy, 
and sell merchandise with their joint stock, and the increase 
thereof, in the business aforesaid : and also, that they shall 
and will, at all times during the said Copartnership, bear, pay, 
and discharge equally between them, all rents and other ex« 
penses that may be required for the support and management 
of tile said busiiiess ; and Uiat aU gains, profit, and increase, 
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that sball come, grow, or arise, from or by means of their 
fiaid business, shall be divided between them equally ; and 
all loss tha1«>6han happen to their said joint business bj ill 
commodities, bad debts, or otherwise, shall be borne and paid 
between tbem equally. 

And it is agreed, by and between the said parties, that 
thei'e shall be had and kept at all times during the continu- 
ance of their copartnership, perfect, just, and true books of 
account, wherein each of the said copartners shall enter and 
«et down, as well all money by them or either of them re- 
ceived, ptud, laid (ntt, and expended, in and about the said 
business, as also all goods, wares, commodities, and merchan- 
dise, by them or ettfaer df them bought or sold, by reason or 
on account of the said business, and all other matters and 
things whatsoever, to the said business and tlie manasement 
ihereof in any wise belonging ; which said books shall ba 
used ki common between the said copartners, so tlwt either 
of them may have access thereto, without any interruption or 
hinderance of the other. And also, the said copartners, once 
in each and every year, that is to say, on the Jirtt day of Am^ 
gust in tach pear, or oftener if necessary, s&all mak€^ y^^ 
and render, each to the other, a true, just, and perfect inven- 
tory and account of all profits and increase by them, or either 
of them, made, and of all losses by them, or either of them, 
sustained ; and also of all payments, receipts, disbursements^ 
and of 8l11 other things by them made, received, disbursed, 
acted, done, or suffered, in their said copartnerdaip and Imisi- 
neas ; and the same account so made, shall and will clear, 
adjust, pay, and deliver, each to the other, at the time, their 
just share of the profits so made as aforesaid. 

And the said parlies hereby mutually covenant and agree, 
to and with each other, that during the continuance of the 
said copartnership, neither of tbem shall nor will indorse any 
note, or otherwise become surety for any person 0r persons 
whomsoever, without the consent of thf» other of the said co- 
partners. And at tjie end or other sooner determination of 
their copartnership, the said copartners, each to the other, 
shall and will make a true, just, and final account of all things 
relating to their said business, and in all things truly adjust 
the same ; and all and every the stock and stocks, ns well as 
the gains and increase thereof, which sliall appear ^^ '^'' 
maining, either in m(iney, goods, wares, fixtures, debts, or 
otherwise, shall be divided between them. 
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3n VnltUW totievtof^ tbe parties to these presents have 
hereunto set their hands and seals tbe day and year first abore 
written. 

Signed, sealed, and deliv- 1 

ered, in presence of I JOHN DOE f seal J, ^ 

Peter Pennt, [ RICHARD ROE fsealj. ' 

Hiram Jacobs. \ 



No. 96. — ^Renewal of Partnership, to be endorsed 

on the Article. 

JfttdSmitcl) as the partnership formed between the subscri- 
bers by the within agreement will expire on the Jirst day of 
August next. It is hereby agreed that tbe same be contin- 
ued, upon the same terms in every respect as is within men- 
tioned, for the further term of three years from the said Jirst 
day of August next. 

U}itlte09 our hands and seals, this Jirst day of Jult/, one 
thousand eight hundred and Jifty-four. J. D. 

R. R. 



ITo. 97. — ^Agreement to Bissolve a Partnership, to 

be endorsed on the 



toe, tlje Snbersigneh, do mutually agree that the part- 
nership formed between us by the within article be ana the 
same is hereby dissolved, except fur the purpose of the final 
liquidation and settlement f»f the business thereof; and upon 
such settlement; then wholly to detennine.* 

toittUSS our hands, &c. \as in No. 96]. 

• The agreement to dlasolve shoald state whether one or all the partners art 
aathorized to si^rn the name of the firm in the liqoidBtion nnd seltlement of its 
basiness ; and if lens than the whole, the name or names of those who may Ho 
■o. See form of Assignment by one partner to another, page 36, which can be 
iue4 for A dissolation. 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY. 

A power of attorney is an instrument in writing whereby 
one person delegates to another authority to do any act for 
him, with the same binding effect as though it wei^ done by 
the principal. 

Every person who has power, in his own right, to do any 
act, may delegate the power to do that act to any other per- 
son ; bull an attorney can not substitute another in his place 
unless express authority is given him to do so. 

Every person intrusted with discretionary power in respect 
to the business of another, should perform the duties himself; 
for, generally speaking, he can not give to another authority 
to exercise those discretionary powers. 

The authority of an attorney ceases when withdrawn by 
his principal ; but when the attorney has an interest in the 
execution of the power, it is then irrevocable. 

The revocation of a power of attorney takes effect as to 
third persons from the time they have notice of it. 

Powers of attorney, to be used in a foreign country, should 
he acknowledged before a notary public, and the signature 
of the notary certified by the consul of the government to 
which the power of attorney is to be sent. 

When intended to be used in another state, they should be 
daly proved or acknowledged according to the laws of the 
Blate where they are executed. 



No. 98. — General Power of Attorney. 
Kttoto all iSlett bg tl]ese Jpresents, that I, John Doe, 

of the city o^ St, Atigustine, in the county of St, JohrCs^ and 
state of Florida^ have made, constituted, and appointed, and 
hy these presents do make, constitute, and appoint RicHARi|p 
Roe, of the same place, my true and lawful attorney for me 
and in my oame^ place, and stead,* to [here insert the things 
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which the attorfiey u to do]; giving and grantingt unto my 
said attomay full power and authority to do and perform aU 
ani^very act and thing whatsoever requisite and necessary 
to be done in and about the premises, as fully, to all intents 
and purposes, as I might or could do if personally present, 
with firtl power of substitution and revocation, hereby ratify-* 
ing and confirming all that my said attorney or his substitute 
shall lawfully do or cause to be done by virtue hereof. 

3% Daftness t}l}\)ttto{^ I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal, this Jirst day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 

Ml/' 

JOHN DOE ffealj. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Jones, 
John Smith. 



No. 99. — General Customhouse Power. 

RnoTO oil Men bp tljese JJresents, that T, John Doe, 

of the city of New Orleans, in the parish of Orleans, and state 
of Louisiana, have made, constituted, and appointed, and by 
these presents do make, cojastitute, and appoint Richard Roe, 
of the same place, my true and lawful attorney, for me and in 
my name, to receive and enter at the customhouse of the dis- . 
trict of New Orleans, any goods, w^ares, or merchandise, im- 
ported by me or which may hereafter arrive, consigned to 
me ; to sign my name, to seal and deliver for me, and as my 
act and'deed, any bond or bonds which may be .required by 
the collector of the said district, for securing the duties on 
any such goods, wares, or merchandise : Also, to sign my 
name to, seal, and deliver for me, and as my act and deed, 
any bond or bonds requisite for obtaining the debenture on 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, when exported, and gen- 
erally to transact all business at the said customhouse in which 
I am or may hereafter be interested or concerned, as fully as 
I could if personally present. And I hereby declare, that all 
bonds signed and executed by my said attorney shall be as 
Q^gatory on me as those signed by myself: and this power 
djshall remain in full force until revoked by written notice 
given to said collector. 

3n ]oUtlt00 V>\itKt0ff &c. [as in No. 98]. 
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No. 10b.-^Power to transfer Stock. 
. IRnom all Men bQ tti^se llr^sjentd^ that I, John Pob 

of the 1014^ of Raleigh, in the county of Wake, and state of 
North Carolina, do Jiereby make, constitute, and appoint 
RiCHARB Roe, of the same place, ray true^and lawful attorney, 
for me and in my name, to sell, transfer, and assign, all stock 
of the Greenville and Roanoke Railroad Company standing 
in my name on the books of the said company ; with power 
also, an attorney or attorneys under him for that purpose, to 
make and substitute with like power, and to do all lawful acts 
requisite for effecting the premises ; hereby ratifying aud con- 
firming all that my said attorney or his substitute or substi 
tutes shall do therein by. virtue of these presents. 

In miintm wljmof, &c. [as in No. 98]. 

Acknowledgment of the foregoing. 

State of North Carolina, \ * 
County of Wake, K^* _ 

B^ it knoton^ that on the third day of September y in the 
year one thousand eight hundred dJiA fifty, before me person- 
ally came John Doe, to me known to be the person described 
in, and who executed the foregoing letter or power of attor- 
ney, and acknowledged the above letter of attorney to be his 
act and deed. 

Jftt teslimong tnijereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 
affixed my seal of office, the day and year last above written. 

JOHDJ- JONES, 
( Seal of office, J Notary Fuhlic. 



No. 101.— Proxy, or Power to Vote at Election of 

Directors. 

EnotD all Mtn b^^ tl)je0e llresentd, that T, John Doe, 

of the toion of Concord, in the county of Merrimack, and state 
of New Hampshire, do hereby constitute and appoint Rich- 
ard Roe, of the same place, my true and lawful attorney and 
agent, for me and in my name, place, and stead, to vote as 
my proxy at any election pf directors of the Merrivmfk 
County Bank, according to the number of votes I Bhouldhn 
entitled to vote if then personally present. 

Jn V^lXxv^t^ toljetJeof, &c, [as in No. 98]. 
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Oath or Affirmation to the foregoing. 

lido swear [or affirm] that the shares on which my attorney 
and agent in the above proxy is authorizecj to vote, do not 
belong, and are not hypothecated to the said Merrimack 
County , Bank, and that they are not hypothecated or pledged 
to any other corporation or person whatever ; that such shares 
have not been transferred to me for the purpose of enabling 
me toyojte thereon at the ensuing election, and that I have not 
contracted to sell or transfer them upon any condition, agree- 
ment, or understanding, in relation to my manner of voting 
at the said election. 

JOHN DOE (iml). 

Sworn [or affirmed] Xhisseeond day of Dc^4|jp*, A.D. 1850, 
before me, John Richter, Justice of $fie "Peach. 



No. 102. — ^Power to Collect Debts. 

ffinotD oil SXVX^ &c. [as in No. 98 to the • ] — ^to demand, 
ask, sue for, collect, and receive, all sums of money, debts, 
rents, dues, accounts, and other demands of every kind, na- 
ture, and description whatever, which are due, owing, or 
payable to me fi*om any person or persons whomsoever, and 
to give good and sufficient receipts, acquittances, and dis- 
charges therefor ; giving and granting, &c. [as in No. 98 from 
tke t to the end]. 



No. 103. — ^Power to Sell and Convey Real Estate. 

StttOtD all iHen, &c [as in No. 98 to the • ] — to enter into 
and take possession of all the real estate belonging to me, sit- 
uate in the town of Rutland, in the county of Rutland, and 
state of Vermont, and to bargain, sell, grant, convey, and con- 
firna, the whole or any part thereof, for such price or sum of 
money or on such terms as he may think best, and for me and 
in my name to make, execute, acknowledge, and deliver, unto 
the purchaser or purchasers thereof, good and sufficient con- 
Uglfances, with warranty, of the same ; and to demand, re- 
ceive, and collect, all sums of money which sliall become due 
and payable to me by reason of such sale or sales ; giving 
and gi-anting, &c. [as in No. 98 from the t to the end]. 
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No. 104. — Substitation to be endorsed on the 

Power of Attorney.* 

Unov) all SXen bg tljese IJr^seuts, tj^t T, Jonw Dob, 

of the c?V^ of Louisville^ in the county oi Jefferson^ and state 
of Kentttcky, by virtue of the authority to me given by the 
within power of attorney, do substitute Bjchabd Roiir of the 
toiim of Frankfort^ in the county of Franklin, and state of 
Kcntticky, as attorney in my stead, to do, perform, and exe- 
cute, every act and thing which I might or could do by virtue 
of the within power of attorney ; hereby ratifying and con- 
finmng* all that the said substitute may do in the premises by 
virtue hereof and of the within power of attorney. 

3n tDitttje0jft.|IJl)erje0f, &c. [as m No. 98]. 



No. 105. — Revocation of Power of Attorney. 

iDijrr^as JT, John Doe, of the iovm of LitHe Rocky in the 
county of Pulaski, and state of Arkansas, by my certain 
power of attorney, bearing date the Jiftk day of July, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and Jlfty, did appoint Rich- 
ard Roe, of the same place, my tiiie and lawful attorney, for 
me and in my name, to [here set out what he was authorized 
to do, using the precise language of the power of attorney 
originally given hini]^ as by the said -power of attorney, ref- 
erence thereunto being had, will niore fully appear : 

tli[\txzioxt^ knom all Men bg tlj^se Jptesenta^ that I, 

John Doe aforesaid, have countermanded and revoked, and 
by these presents do counterraandf^nd revoke the said power 
of attorney and all power and authority thereby given to the 
said Richard Roe. 

3n toitttess xoljexcof^ T bave hereunto set my hand and 
seal, this Jifth day of Decemher^ one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty, 

JOHN DOE (seal). 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Smith, 
Peter Jones. . _^ 

• This power of substitation can only be used when the attorney has had th^ 
right expressly granted to him in hifl appointment by tibe principaL 
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HELEASES. 

A release is a written instrument, under seal, whereby one 
man diacharge» aiu>tker, either from all claims and demands* 
or from certain demands specified therein. 

A covenant not to sue one of two joint obligors will not 
release the other; and may be pleaded by the one to whom it 
is given in bar to an action. 

A release of one of several joint debtors releases all. 



« No. 106.— Form of Release. 
Unom all Men bg tittM Prr^ente, that I, John Doe, 

of the ciCi/ of Natchez, in the county of Adams, and state of 
Mississippif in consideration oi'Jbrty dollars to me in hand ' 
paid by Richard Roe, of the same place, have released and 
lor ever discharged, and hereby, for myself, my heirs, execu- 
tors, and administrators, do> release and for ever discharge the 
said Richard Roe, his heirs, executors, and administrators, 
from all claim, Remand, and cause of action, which I now 
have or may hereafter have against the sai^ Richard Roe by 
reason of any contract which he may have entered into wi^ 
me for the purchase of lumber. 

3n tDittU00 m\jetZOf^ &c. [as in No. 98]. 



Na 107. — General Release of every Demand. 

So ail to tDJ^om these |)u0ent0 $l)aU come, or may 

concern. Greeting : Know ye, that 1, John Doe, of the tovm 
of Montpelier, in the county of WashiTigton, and state of Ver* 
mont, for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred dol- 
lars, lawful money of the United States, to me in hand paid 
by Richard Roe, of the same place, have remised, released, 
and for ever discharged, and by these presents do, for myself 
n^ heirs, executors, and administrators, remise, release, and 
IV ever discharge the said Richard Roe, his heirs, execu- 
tors, and administrators, of and from all, and all manner of 
action and actions^ cause and causes of action, suits, debts. 
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m 

dues, sums of moneyt accounts, reckonings, bonds, bills, spe- 
cialties, covenants, contracts, controversies, agreements, prom- 
ises, variances, trespasses, damages, judgments, extents, exe- 
cutions, claims, and demands whatsoever, in law or in equity, 
which against the said Richard Roe I ever had, now have, 
or which ray heirs, executors, or administrators, hereaftisr 6an, 
shall, or may have, for, upon, or by xem^ of, any matter, 
cause, or thing whatsoever, from the beginning of. the workl 
to the^ day of the date of these presents. 

3ft| mxxitin toljetjeof, &c. [a« in No. 98]. 



No. 108. — Release of part of Mortgaged Premises. 

81)10 Jfnbentnre^ made this^r*^ day oi April, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and Jiftyy between John Doe, 
of the town of Harrisburghi in the county of Dauphin^ and 
state oi Pennsylvania, of the first part, and Richari> Roe, of 
the same place, of the second part : 

U}l)£r^a0, RtcHARD Roe aforesaid, by indenture of mort- 
gage, bearing date the Jirst day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-fivcy for the consideration therein 
mentioned, and to secure the payment of the money therein 
specified, did convey certain lairds imd tenements, of which 
the lands hereinafter described are part, unto John Doe afore- 
said ; and whereas, the said party oC the first part, at the re- 
quest of the said^ party of the second part, has agreed to give 
up and surrender the lands hereinafter described unto the 
said party of the second part, and to hold and retain the 
residue of the mortgaged lands as security for the money 
remaining due on the said mortgage : 

JfotO tl)i0 Jnbentttrje Witne00eth, that the said party of 
the first part, in pursuance of the said agreement, and in con- 
sideration oifour hundred^ dollars, lawful money of the tjnited 
States, to him duly paid at the time of the ensealing and de- 
livery, of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, hath granted, released, quit-claimed, and set 
over, and by these presents doth grant, release, quit-claim, 
and set over, unto the said party of the second part all t||p.t 
part of the said mortgaged lands [here describe the mortgaged 
premises intended to he rAedsed^from ths lien of the mort* 
gag^], togej^her with the bereditaments and appurtenances 
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thereto belonging; and all the right, title, and interest, of the 
said party of the first part, of, in, and to the same, to the in- 
tent that the lands hereby conveyed may be discharged from 
the said mortgage, and that the rest of the lands in the said 
mortgage specified may remain to the said party of the first 
part, as heretofore. So i^avc atib to l)Olu the lands and 
premises hereby released and conveyed to the said party of 
the second part, his heirs and assigns, to his and their only 
proper use, benefit, and behoof, for ever, free, clear, and dis- 
charged of and from all lien and claim, under and by viitue 
of the indenture of mortgage aforesaid. 

3n toitn^sfi mijttzoff &c. [as in No. 63]. 



The following is the form to be used for the purpose of 
discharging a mortgage that has been fully paid. It should 
be acknowledged before the proper officer, in order that the 
mortgage may be cancelled of record : — 

No. 109. — Satiltfaction of Mort^jage. 

3[, John Doe, of the town of Columbus^ in the county of 
Franklin, and state of OhiOy \io l)erebp cettifo, that a cer- 
tain mortage, bearing date the tenth day of JDecemher, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven^ made and executed 
by Richard Roe, of the city of Cincinnati, in the county of 
Hamilton, and state of Ohio^ to me, to secure the sum of 
tliree thousand dollars, and recorded in the office of the clerk 
of the county of Hamilton aforesaid, in liber thirty of mort- 
gages, page 610, on the fifteenth day of December aforesaid, 
is paid. 

Dated the tenth day of December^ 4ne thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty. JOHN DOE. 

Acknowledgment of the foregoing. 

State of- Ohio, ) 

County of Hamilton, ) * 

On the tenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
fndjiffy, before me came John Doe, to me known to be the 
individual desciibed in, and who executed the above certificate, 
and acknowledg-ed that he executed the same. 

JOHN SMITH, Justice of the Peace. 
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No. 110. — Satisfaction of Mortgage to be ezecnted 

ligr a Corporation. 

S, John Doe, Pres^ent of the Northv^stern Life Insu* 
ranee Company, of the city of New York, a' body corporate, 
ho lierebj certifg^ that a certain mortgage, bearing date the 
tenth day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-eighty made and extecuted by Rich4bd Rob, of the 
tovm of Jamaica, in the county of Queens, and state of New 
York, to the said corporation, and recorded in the office of 
the clerk of the county of Queens, in liber twenty of mort- 
gages, page 425, on the sixteenth day of June, one thousand 
eight bundled and forty-eight, is paid. 

31 tt tDltness Vol^CXtof^ the seal of the said corporation is 
hereunto affixed, this tenth day of June^ in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and Jlfty. 

JOHN DOE, President (corporate seal J. 
Witnessed by John Smith, Secretary. 



Acknowledgment of the foregoing* 



State oi New York, 

City and County of New York, } 

On the tenth day of June, in the year one thouip^nd olght 
Lundred and Jifty, before me came John Doe, with whom 1 
am personally acquainted, arid known to me to be the presi' 
dent of the above-named corporation, who being by me duly 
sworn, says that he resides at No. ten Cliff street, in the said 
city ; that the seal which is affixed to the above certificate is 
the corporate seal of the said corporatioui and was so affixed 
by their authority. 

JOHI* JONES, Commissioner of Deeds. 



., "WILLS. 

Thb fiillowing forpis of wills are insertecl for xhm bencCt of 
tbose who may be unexpectedly caTled to draw up a will 
without being able to procure good legal advica. 

It is of the uttnoBl importance that the property bequeathed 
and the conditions and intentions of the bequest be dietiaclly 
defined, for wills are generally construed according to the 
strict letter of the instrument. 

"Whenever good legal advice can be obtained, it is advisa- 
ble to procure it ; for the statute regulaCinna respecting wills 
and devises are so minute and important, yet varied in every 
state, that there is dmger of coming in confitot with some 
statute provision in attempting to make a will without advice. 

The person making his will must be of sound mind, must 
act freely and voluntarily, and with a deliberate intention of 
making his will. He may, of course, revoke his will by any 
act which evidences such an intention. 

Gfeuerally, infants and married women can ntrt make a 
will, but in some of the stales ihey are empowered to do so 
by statute. 

By common ]awi marriage and the birth of a child subse- 
quent to the making of a will in which no provision is made 
for such an event, will be considered a revocation of the will ; 
at least it can not bar the rights of the wife, and the child S9 
bom, from an interest in the est^e. The will of an unmar- 
ried woman is in many states revoked by her subsequent 
marriage. 

A bequest to a wife will not take away her right of dower, 
unless it be clearly inconsistent with such right, or it be ex- 
pressly stated that it is in lieu of such right, 

A codicil is something in addition to a will, and should be 
executed in the same manner as the will. It may consist of 
a further bequest, or of a revocation, in part, of the wilL 
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A bequest to a person witnessing a will is void, though all 
the rest of the will is valid., Coeicion and undue influence, 
"H'hen exercised upon a testator, will invalidate the will. 

As to the fonn of attestation of wills, see the dirpctions un- 
der head of wills in the respective states, and page 163» 



No. 111.^— Short Fonn of WilL 

3tt tht Kam of ®ob, %mtn. I, John Doe, of the 
tovm of Middleioiont in the county of MiddleseXf and state of 
Cyonnecticvtf being of sound mind and rhemory, and consider- 
ing the uncertainty of this frail and transitory life, do there- ' 
fore make, ordain, publish, and declare, this to be my last 
iXJill and ^t^iavxtXli : That is to say, First, after all my 
lawful debts are paid and discharged, the residue of my estate, 
real and personal, I give, bequeath^ and dispose of, as follows, 
to wit : [To my beloved wife, the land and appurtenances sit- 
uated thereon, known and described as the Wells farm, lying 
in the town of Middletown, in the county of Middlesex, and 
state of Connecticut; together with ten shares of the capital 
stock 0f the Middletoum Bank, now possessed by me, during 
the term of her natural life ; and after her death, to be divided 
equally among my heirs : To my son Geoiige the farm situ- 
ated and lying on the highway between Middletown and Hart* 
ford, known as the Wilcox farm ; also all the right and title 
I now have or may have in the axe-factory ntuated on what 
is commonly known as the Millpond, together with the ma 
cbinery connected therewith : To the American Bible Society, 
instituted in the city of New York in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteep, the sum of five hundred dollara : 
I give, bequeath, and device, all the rest^ residue, and remain- 
der of my real and personal estate, to my child now living, or 
to my children, or their heirs, who may be living at the time 
of my decease, to be divided equally between them, share 
and share alike.] 

Likewise I make, constitiite, and appoint, my said son 
George, and my brothers William and James Doe^-^o be* 
executors of this my last ^ill and testament, hereby revoldpg 
aU former wills by me made. , 

3n mttU00 toljieuof, I have hereunto fubscribed my 
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name, and affixed my seal, the thir^ day of Aprils in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred ^ndi Jjfty. 

JOHN DOE r*faZ;. 
The tibove- written instrument was subscribed by the said 
■^6hn Doe in our presence, and acknowledged by him to each 
of us: and he at the same time published and declared the 
above^ instrument so subscribed to be his last will and testa- 
|6 ment ; and we, at the testator's request, and in his presence, 

have signed our names as witnesses hereto, and written oppo- 
site our names our respective places of residence. 

RICHARD ROB, Middletotm, Middlesex Co., Ct. 
JOHN SMITH, Middletoum, Middlesex Co^ Ct, 
JOHN JONES, Portland, Middlesex Co., Ct. 
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No. 112.— Codicil to a *V7ilL 

\Sy[\tXtati 3^ JopN DoE, of the town of Middletotim, in the 
county of Middlesex, and state of Connecticut, have made my 
last will and testament in writing, bearing date the third day 
of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundrea 
and Jifty, in and by which I have given and bequeathed to 
the American Bible Society, instituted in the city of New 
York in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
the sum of live hundred dollars : 

' NotO> tljtxtfott^ I do, by this my writing, which I hereby 
declare to be a codicil to my said last will and testament, and 
to bfe taken as a part thereof, order and declare that my will 
X is, that only the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars shall be 
\ paid to the said American Bible Society, as the full amount 
bequeathed to the said society, and that the residue of the 
said legacy be given to the person who shall be acting as 
treasurer at the time of my decease, of the Young Men's 
^ Itibrary, located in the town of Middletown, to be expended 
by the siociety in the purchase of books for the said library : 
and lastly, it is my desire that this codicil be annexed to and 
made a part of my last will and testament as aforesaid, to all 
intents and purposes. 

In toitnedo XD^jetJeof, &c. {as in No, lll]t 
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No. 113. — Fonn of 'Will, in which the Testator 
devises all his Property to Trustees for certain 
Purposes. 

®[)e lost iUill of ilUe, John Smith, of the toitn of €5?- 

hem7)ia, in the district of Richland, and state of South Caro^ ' 
Una, being of sound mind at tbe time of making and publishing 
this ray last will and testament, I give and devise all my estate, 
real and personal, whereof I may die seiz^ or possessed, to 
John Doe, of the said town of Columbia, and Richard Rok, 
of the same place, gentlemen : ©0 l}avt fltlb tO Ijolb the 
same to themselves, their heirs and assigns for ever, upon the 
uses and trusts following, namely : In trust to pay all my 
debts and funeral expenses : [secondly, to pay to my wife 
Jane, upon her sole and separate receipts, the interest, in- 
come, and revenue, of all my said estate, during the term of 
her natural life : and thirdly, upon the decease o£ my said 
wife, to convert all my said estate into money, if such a course 
shall be thought best by my said trustees, and pay to my 
daughter Jane the one third part thereof, it seeming to me 
Lest to give her so large a share oil account of her bodily 
infirmities and inability to provide for herself, and the re- 
maining two thirds equally to divide between my four sons 
Petek, John, Henry, and Thomas. If either of my childrea 
shall, before such division, have died, leaving lawful issue, 
such issue to receive the parent's share ; but if there be no 
issue, then such share to fall into the general fund, to be ' 
divided among the survivors in the manner before directed. 

And I hereby give to my said trustees full power and au- 
tlaQi'ity to sell any or all of my real estate at private or public 
sale, and invest the proceeds, or to lease the same as they pay 
deem best for the interest of my family. 

And if my said daughter Jane shall not have attained the 
age of twenty-one upon the decease of her mother, I hereby 
nominate, constitute, and appoint my said trustees^^ guardiaM 
of the person and estate of my said daughter Jane ouring the ^^^ 
remainder of her minority, commending her to their fatherly ""■ 
care and protection. 

And I hereby nominate, constitute, and appoint my said 
trustees, John Dob and Richard Roe, executors of this my 
last will and testament. 

3n mtnic9fi tohewot &c. [as in No. nil 
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LIABILITIES OF MINORS. 

Persons of both sexes are minors until they are twenty 
one years of ^ge. 

In Vermont and Ohio, females are of age at eighteen. 

Minors can nof do any act to the injury of their property, 
which they may not repudiate or rescind when they arrive at 

full age. 

Every contract entered into by a minor which is clearly to 
his prejudice, is absolutely void ; and a contract which is 
clearly to his benefit, is good ; and one that is uncertain 
whether prejudicial or advantageous, is voidable only at tiie 
election of the minor. 

If the contract be voidable only, it is binding on the adult 
party thereto until it is rescinded by the minor. 

A contract for necessaries is binding on an infant, and he 
may be sued on such a contract, but the articles must be 
shown to have been necessary for him under the circum- 
stances and condition in which he was placed when they were 
furnished. The real circumstances of the minor must bo 
looked at, not his ostensible condition. Necessaries for a 
minor's wife and children are necessaries for him. 

Infancy or non-age can not be taken advantage of to pro- 
tect a fraudulent act. An infant has been held liable for 
deceit in obtaining a loan of money on the fraudulent affirma- 
tion that he was of age. 

A father is not bound by the contract of his son, even for 
articles that are necessary and suitable for the minor, unless 
ffn actuql -authority be proved, or the circumstances be suffi- 
cient to imply an authority. What circumstances will be 
sufficient to infer an authority must always be a question to 
be determined in each particuleu: case. 

The father is liable for necessaries furnished his minor 
children, but they must be strictly necessaries, such as the 
father is in duty bound to furnish, and has not provided. 
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LIABILITIES OF COMMON CARRIERS. 

A common carrier is one who undertakes to carry goods 
or packages of any kind, by land or water, for hire, stated or 
implied, as an employment : owners of stage-wagons, stage- 
coaches, and railroad-cars, who carry goods for hire ; truck- 
men, teamsters, porters^— owners and masters of vessels in 
the caiTying-trade — danal-boatmen, barge-owners, &c., are 
common carriers. "•' 

Owners of steamboats who tow vessels, and private individ- 
uals who may agree to convey a man's goods on a special 
occasion, are not liable as common carriers. 

Owners of stages, hackney-coaches, and other vehicles for 
canying passengers with their ba;^age, are liable as common 
carriers for baggage or luggage intrusted to their care, but 
not for goods, unless under a special «^greement. 

Common carriers are liable for the entire value of the 
goods, if not delivered to the proper person; except a 
pirate or other public enemy destroys or captures them, 
or the act of God (against which foresight can not provide 
nor human power withstand) destroys them. They are not 
liable for inevitable losses caused by lightnings, stoitns» hur- 
ricanes, earthquakes, the ordinary decay of perishable goods, 
spontaneous combustion, leakage of casks, or the carelessness 
of shippers. Against all other perils the carrier is held as an 
insurer. If a mob seize the goods, the carrier is held. Any 
passenger-line in the habit of carrying goods for hire, is under 
the carrier laws. If a stagcndriver, or person going along in 
the conveyance, takes money or goods to carry for his own 
profit, he alone is responsible : it is the same if he went in a 
railroad-car, steamboat, &c., which takes passengertt||iily. 

To make the owner or master of a vessel liable ^fi'd com- 
mon carrier, she must be open to transport anybody's goods 
to the port agreed on — ^no matter ^hether there be one ship- 
per or many, or whether she be !n -^he home, foreign, coast- 
ing, river, or ocean service ; but a ship that carries, only for 
one or more particular individusds, comes not under the car- 
rier laws, nor does an owner who lets the tonnage to particu- 
hr shippers. If the owners charter a vessel to c^ctaxa pep- 
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sons for a voyage at a specified freight, they are common 
carriers, unless the terms of the charter-party relieve them. 

Carriers are responsible for the acts of all persons in their 
employ : the act of the agent or servant is deemed to be ihe 
act of the principal and master. Injuries done to the goods 
by strangera must be made up by the carrier. He is liable 
fur accidental fires, thefts, robberies : the goods must be de- 
livered as directed, in the same good order in which they 
were intrusted to him. 

The common carrier must receive all such goods as are 
offered for the place to which he carries, from anybody wil- 
ling to pay the regular or a reasonable freight-charge : proof 
of readiness and willingness to pay is enough, though it might 
be advisable to tender the charges if a suit is intended. The 
can-iBr may refuse if he is full, or the goods are dangerous to 
be cirriQd, or until he is ready to receive them, or if they ate 
goods it is not his custom to carry, or for a good reason. 
When he takes ireight, he must deliver it in a reasonable time ; 
his ship should be seaworthy, and properly furnished and 
mannea« and he must proceed to the port advertised or other- 
wise agreed on. 

A caiTier is not liable for loss by a river or canal freezing 
up, during his voyage, unless he neglected to use due dili- 
gence ; nor for the leakage of a ship strained in a storm, nor 
fi)r losses from collision of his ship with another, unless he 
was negligent ; but for losses by theft and robbery, and for all 
felonies except piracy, he is liable. 

The carrier is liable for goods the moment they are deliv- 
ered to him ; any delivery, in which he specially accepts the 
eoods, binds hira ; acceptance is frequently implied and bind- 
ing from the usage of business. Where a carrier receives 
bis freight, even at ihe shipper's warehouse or that of his 
agent, and takes it in charge, if that be the usage, it binds 
him. 

He jiinot liable for goods left in the yard of an inn, where 
several carriers put up, and not actually delivered to him. 
For goods delivered at a wharf to some unknown person, of 
which the wharfinger h^ no knowledge, he was held not 
liable. 

When goods have reached the destined place, they must bo 
delivered to the proper person, or deposited in the proper 
place, and the consignee, or one entitled to receive them, 
duly notified. If be accepts the delivery, the carrier is no 
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longer liable. In some instances the local usage, or the cus- 
tom of particular carrying-trades, in the absence of express 
directions from the shippers, regulates the delivery; but if 
there is a special contract, it must be fulfilled. 

If the carrier of a line from Boston to New York takes 
goods to be forwarded to Philadelphia by a particular con- 
veyance, his liability ceases, as carrier, when they are safely 
deposited at New York, and ready for such next conveyance; 
but if he takes goods to forward to placeai beyond the extent 
of his own line, he is answerable as carrier to the place of 
final destination. 

A carrier is answerable for losses from depoaites or storage 
of goods on the route ; but if good^ are left in his possession .. 
beyond a reasonable time, he is only bound to take ordinary 
care. If he delivers goods under a mistake of his own, or 
of fraud on the part of others (other than the owners o^^p- 
pers), he must make good the value to the owner. ^ .flp 

No contract, no public or personal notice, will exempt the 
carrier of goods from losses caused by his or his qgents* neg- 
lect or fraud ; but any notice of the carrier (if the shipper can 
be proved to have read it or known of' its existence,* and not 
otherwise) that he will not take goods of great value, or that 
he will not pay more than a specified sura unless specially 
informed of such value and paid-in proportion to the risk, is 
good. An ambiguous notice will be construed against the 
carrier. Notices at each end of a route will not bind those 
who ship goods at iiilennediate places, unless specially made 
known to them. A personal notice to the principal is binding 
on all his agents who may forward by the same line. A car- 
rier can not, by any transfer of the, goodB to another carrier, 
exempt himself: if he forward in another mode than that un- 
derstood, he vnll be liable, in cases where his notice would 
have otherwise protected him. 

If the owner of goods mislead the carrier as to their value, 
or make false statements calculated to lessen. his vigilance, it 
is a fraud upon him. *% 

Where there is no notice, or special contract of limitation, 
it is enough for the owner to show the carrier's undertaking 
the carriage of his goods, and a non-delivery. The carrier 
must show why he did not deliver ; but when there is a notice, 
the owner must show a want of ordinary prudence in the car- 
rier. A valid seizure of goods because of an illegal act of 
the owner, will excuse a non-delivery ; but the seizure must 

ii* 
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be valid, or the carrier will be liable. The carrier bas le^^al power 
sufficient to put any claimant to the proof as to bis title to take tbe 
gorxls ; if he neglect to use that power, he is liable. In case of 
stolen goodSf the carrier must deliver them to the owner on demand. 

When goods are sent by water, and it becomes necessary to throw 
a part overboard, thereby to save the rest, the Iws is to be general. 
When one shipper's goods are thus destroyed, and those of others sa- 
ved, the loser may demand a contribution from all the others, and 
from the ship-owners, and the party entitled to freight, in such equi- 
table amount as will subject him only to his fair proportion of the loss 
according to the value of goods he had shipped. Land- carriers, when 
inevitable perils oblige them to incur unusual charges, may demand 
payment by an. equitable contribution. 

The carrier has a right to demand payment when he receives tbe 
goods : he may refuse to take them if not so paid ; but if he take 
them, to be paid at the end of the route, he may retain them till paid, 
on his arrival there. He may waive this lien by agreement, in which 
>B6SQ bk charges .become a simple debt. As a general rule, the con- 
^^gr is^ound for the freight ; but the consignee, if he engage to 
pay, 'js alsib. Nautical usages have often become, by the decisions 
of <ioUct% positive law. Diflferent states have passed local laws to 
reifolate their navigation : if a carrier break any of these rules to tbe 
loss of a shipper, he is liable. 

In the states of New York and Ohio, special notices and special con- 
tracts, by common Carriers, are held to be against the policy of the 
law, and therefore titterly void. The courts also hold that the notice 
that **all baggage is at the risk of the owner,** is a nullity ; but the 
carrier may require the shipper to disclose tbe nature and value of tbe 
property, or make a special acceptance. 

Wa rehouse meli, wharfingers, and private carriers, are only bound 
to use Qrdinary care and diligence, and are liable but for gross negli- 
gence or bad faith. 

Ccimmon carriers are bound to carry passengers safely and properly 
to their place of destination ; to use the utmost skill, care, and dili- 
gence ; and are responsible for the least neglect. If an accident hap- 
pen, it falls to the carrier to show that it was not his fault. All who 
seek a passage are to be treated with impartiality, but must pay in 
advance if requiretT and submit to reasonable rules for the general 
convenience and comfort. Persons of coarse, rude conduct, or suspi- 
cious or notorious bad character, may be refused. 

The conveyance must be suitable for the passage, having skilful, 
prudent, faithful conductors .and servaiits. If by water, the vessel 
must be seaworthy, with a competent crew. Ilis baggage must be 
duly delivered to the passenger, or the carrier must keep it for him 
a reasonable time. 

In case of a coachman, if he be rash, careless, races violently, or by 
want of caution runs foul of anything, and an accident happen, the 
proprietors are liable. The baggage he may detain for unpaid fare. 
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LIABILITY OF SHIP-OWNERS. 

The fblloiviDg Act In regard to the liabflttie* of ahi'i^owBen, which wm paM- 
«d by CoDgretNS, March, 1^51, has so impoitiint a bearing on aea-carriu;e of 
BDerchandiae, that it is inserted entire. Kovr far it will effect the old estabMhed 
priBciples of comoMsn carrier liabilhies, stated in the piecediiig artidi^ rei&aiM 
to be settied by the legal tribanals. 

No owner or owners of any «hipor vessel shall be svbjeet or liable to aatwer far or aaake 
^ood to aay one or tnore person or persons any loss or damace which may happen to any 
ipoode or naerdbavdiee whatsoever, wfaieh shall be shipped, tuea in, or p«t on noard nay 
aach ship or vessel, by reMoo or by means of any fire hippening to or cm board the aaia 
afaip or vessel, unless siach fire is caused l>y the design or aegieet of mch owner or owiieras 
Froviied, That aorfaisg in this act contained shall preveut tha ]Mmies frooi aaakiagaacb cuiv> 
tract as tney please, extendini? or limiting the liability of ship-owners. 

If any shipper or shippers of platiaa, gold, icoid-dustj silver, bnllion, or other preekms neV 
als, colas, jewelry, bills of any osn^ <ir public body, diaoaonft or other precious stones, shall 
Jade the same on'board any snip or vessel, without at i^ie ttiae of such lading, giving to tha 
master, agent, owner or o«rners of the ship or vessel receivtaor the same, a note ia writing: 
of the true cbaracfer and value tiiereof, and have the same eocered oa the bill -af ladtag 
therefor, the master and owner or owiters of the said vessel shall not be liable, as carriew, 
in any form or faaaner. Nor shall aay such master or oamers be liable for any aach vaiv 
bl«3 goodfl beyond the value and aocordimr to the character thereof aQ notified ^MKHMinN 

Tbe liability of the owner or owners of any ship or vessel for any ombezj/^ggjiggf^vc 
destraction, by tbe master, officers, mariaers. passengers, <fr any odier pe^ 
of any property, goods, or merchaadise, shipped or put on Iward any such 
or for any loss, damage, or injury by eoBisioa, or fur any act, njatter or thiag ^^ 
or forfeiture, done, occasioned, or incurred, without the priviiy or kaowledgi^lHKewB< 
«r or owners, shall in no case exceed the amount <Mr value of tbe i^terettof atck 4nh»t or 
owners, respectively, in such Miip or vessel, and, her freights then peadiag'. 

If any such embezzlemeat, lose, or destruction, ahall be suffered by several freighters or 
owners of goods, wares, or merciiandise, or any propelly whatever, on the same voyage, 
and the whole value of the sldp or vessel, and bier freit^ht for the voyage, fhall not foe suffi- 
cient to xnaJie cowpeasation to each of thetn, they shall receive comneosation flrom tha 
owner or4»wners of theabip or vessel in proportion to their respective kmsosj and for that 
purpose me said freighters and owners of me property, and the owner or owners of tbo 
«hip or vessel, or any of them, may take the appropriate preceediags in any court fur the 
purpose of apportioning the sum for which tie owner or owners, of any ship or vessel, 
may be liable among the parties entitled thereto. And it shall be deemed a suRicieai cooa- 
pliance with the requirements. of tliis act, oa the part of sach owner or oiKperB. if he or they 
shall transfer his or their interest in sucli vessel and freight, for the hflBit of such claim!< 
aiTits, to a trustee, to be appointed by any court of competent jurlsdicnbn, to act as suck 
trustee for tbe person or persons who may prove to be legally entitled thereto, from and af- 
ter which traasfer, aU claims asid proceedings against the owner or owners shaN eease. 

The charterer or charterers of any ship or vessel, in ease he or fhey shall man, victuOS, 

amd navigate, such vessel at his or their own eKpesse, or by his or their own procuremenL 

ahall lie deemed the owner or owners of such veaael, within the meaaiag of this act; and 

I anch afaip or vessel when so cbarlered shall be liable in the aaate raaniter as if navigated by 

' ifae owner or owners thereof. 

Nothing in tbe preceding sections shall be eoastiued u» take away or affaet the reawdy to 

\ which any party may be entitled, against the master, officers, or mariners, for or on account 

\ cf any embezslemeat, in^^, lost, or destruction of goods, wares, merchandise, «r other 

property, jput eu board anjr ship or vessel or on aceoant of anv aegiigeace, frauds or oihec 

malveraatum of sach master, clfficersjor mariaen^ respaciiverjvj^er ahali anytliia^ herein 

contained lessen or take away any reepoasibility to which s«y master or mariner of any 

ahip or vessel may now by law lie liable, notwiihstanding such master or mariner amy ba 

an owner or part owner of such ship or vessel. 

Any person or persons shipping oil of vitriol, unslaked IfaMe, iijdiammable matches, or 

Einpowder, in a ship or vessel taking cargo for divers persons on freijcht, wHIwutdelivei^ 
g at the time of shipment, a note in writing, expressing tiie nature and eliafacter uf such 
BierdiaBdiae, to tbe master, mate, officer, or person in charge of tbe lading of the diip or 
WueU shall forfeit to the United States one thuasand dollars. 
tM» aet *f*^ "^ ipt^V to the owner or ownert of any canaUboat^ bmrge, or if^Uer, ar As aa§ 
:^4m^dt»enptimi vhB t t» ) tK <er^¥udm river sri^^ 



I2S CUSTOMHOUSE REGULATIOIV9* 



CUSTOMHOUSE REGULATIONS. 

V 

Entry of Ve^^eU from Foreign Port^. — It ia necessary that three copies of tW 
uaiii&sts of vessels from fureiga ports shouid be made out before arrival, iu order 
to l« preseiUed to the boarding offictr v/ton arrival They should include erert^ 
ihing on board; and, alter stating the cargo kden at the port of departurerif thera 
shonld be .any return cargo, it shoakf then be added under that head. If there 
are any sorpnis siores, these sliontd then be particularized; and, finally, the pas- 
■eo^'^ers' names, individotillyr wkh the number of packages of baggage belongiug 
to earh — the whole to be signed by the master. 

Where tliere. are passengers, a separate Int, besides the Dames on each mani- 
fest — inclmiing the uanietv ages, sexr-occupa ion,. country to >\hich they severally 
belongs and of which they inteud to become inhabitHuts, and if any have died oo 
tlie passage — will 8lso be necessary. Juother list of passengers, simikir to the 
"biaU is required by the mayor of the port m some of the states. 

If any part of the cargo is t<> be lauded at a different port thaD>the first one of 
entry, it mn^t be sostateti iu the roiinifest, as otherwise tliat privilege will be losl^ 
and the cargo required to he kaiided' at the first port of entry. 

The captain should be particular in having his crew mustered by the boarding- 
efficer^ npoa arrival, in order to tlie caDcellixig of the Uiud given 1k>v tlieir sate 
reiurn. Vessels must report at thecutitomlicjuse within twelve hoo-rs, and eute? 
within forty-eight liours, after^rrival. If ibe cnptain is not an owner of the 
Tes^ely and thei;e should be a resident owner at the port of entry, such owner is 
required to accompany tlie captain, in order to- swear tathe register. 

Enl.i-y &f Vessteh cor/st/.tcise. — Noihiug tarther is req»ire<i ilwn the clearance 
from the customhouse at the poit of departure, and tire register, if she is a regis* 
tered vessel. 

Cienrance of Ve^xe^K for Foreign Port$ — ^Ev^ry shipper must clear his goods 
st the customiiott^ before the vessel can clear. From these t^hippeis' clearances 
the vessels manM;st is to be mude, after the same form,, and includln:^ all the 
particulars therein contained. A notarial crew-Ust aixl dtfplii'ate bhippitig arti>-lea 
are also required If there b any change of owner or master. m)tiGe thereof should 
be given, at least the day previous, in order thai the register may be endorsed or 
s. new one issued. 

Intjuiry sliould }«1po be made, a day or two previous to clearing (io case of ves* 
■els last from foreign ports), whetluT the return of Uie inward CHrgo eoiTespouda 
with the manifest, as delays mny piherw^ise occur in setUiiig discrepancies, ^vllich 
to adjust may and dofequeaiLy detain vesnels from clearing, when the hurry is 
great, and 0O«!isi^nees are anxious to get their vessels tasea. 

If there is any cargo brought in the vessel not to be Innded, a permit most be 
obtainedto retain the same un board, several days bef ire rlearing, as the othcer disr 
charging the vessel Cfln not make his leturn without it; and, without />/» return, the 
Tessel can not be cleared. W'hen cleured. the captain will receive bis register, 
crew-lisr, clearance, bill of heahh, and shipping articles ; or, in case of a fneign 
"vessel, all that be rej^aires is a clearance and bill of health, upon presenting which 
to the consul of his nation, lie wilt receive all other necessary papers. 

dearanee of Ve«fteh cootitfotse. — Duplicate raanifesis, made out from the bills 
of lading (number of pacl^ffg'es io each bill of lading being stated in wrttiugj^ 
with the names of the shippers and cotiAignees, and their places of residence^ 
are dl that is required. * ,  ^ ^, 

Lft7cs relative to Inooices.—^vnmeB must be made out in the corrency of the 
country whence the eoods are imported. V\' hen the value of such currency is net 
fixed by law, the invoice must he a^compattied by a consular certiticate, stating 
the true valae of such corrency in Spanish or United States silver dollars ; and la 
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default tliereoC a bond for the prodaction of sncb certificate mast be given. If no 
invoice of goods has been received by the consigrnee or owner, tbey may be 
entered by appraisement, the owner or consignee first taking oath that no invoice 
has been received, and giviQg;bond to prodace invoice. 

GkxKis belonging to persons residing in the United States, bat abaent fiom the- 
plftce of importation, may be admitted to entry, the importer or agent fir^t giving 
bond to produce invoice duly verified by the oath of the owner, administered by 
a collector of the customs or by a public oflScer duly anthorized to administer oatfaa. 
Goods belonging to a person not residing at the time inihe United States, can 
not be adnoitted to entry, unless accompanied by an invoice verified by the own- 
er*s oath; stating that the goods were actually purchased for his account, and 
that the invoice contains a true and faithful account of the eo»f p( soch goods. 

If sach goods have not been acquired in the usual mode, of bargain and sale— 
or if they belong in whole or in part to the manufacturer therem-^the oath an- 
nexed to the invoice must specify that the invoice contains the tuctaalfnirmark^ 
value at the time and place when and where the same were procured <Nr mana- 
factnred. 

The verification may be made before a consul or commercial agent of the Uni- 
ted States. If there is no consul or commercial agent in the country or place of 
purchase, the onth may be administered by any public ofiicer authoiized in sncb 
place to advninister oaths, which authority must be authenticated by a consul or 
commercial agent of the United StHtes : if there be^o such consul or agent, then 
by the anthentication of a consul of any nation at peace with the Unitfd States: 
if no such consul can be found, then the certificate of two respectable^^pfchants 
will answer. 

Goods owned by persons not redding in the United States, and not aocompa- 
nied with an invoice verified as required above, may be admitted by the secretary 
of the treasury, the collector first certifying that no frand was intended ; but 
before snch entry shall be permitted, the importer shall give l)ond to firoduce 
an invoice of such goods, duly verified by the Bv^^ner, in the mode and to the 
eifect before mentioned 

The owner, connignee, or agent of imports, which have been actually pur- 
chased, on entry of the same, roust make such addition in the entry to the co^t or 
value given in the invoice as in his ofirnion may raise the same to the true market 
value of such imports in the principal markets of tl\e country whence the impor- 
tation shall have been made, or in which the goods imported shall have been 
originally mnnufactured or produced, as the case may be. 

No goods, wares, or merchandise, subject to doty, can be imported into the 
United States on the seahoard in vessels of less than thirty tons' burden, under 
the penalty of the forfeiture of vessel and cargo. 

Invoice must contain' the weight, quantity, or measure of goods, or the same 
will be weighed, gauged, or measured, at the expeqse of the importer. The 
number of bushels of wheat is to be ascertained by actual' measurement by the 
standard bushel, and not by weight. 

In all cases where there are more goods found on board a vessel than the 
master thereof has reported in his manifest, he most, with t]^e co^e^t of the oflS< 
cers of the customs, make a post entrj' hr the same, and pay two doff^rs therefor; 
and for every disagreement between his manifest and cargo^ he is fisble to a fine 
of five hundred dollars. All goods, on examination by the urpraiaers, ii0t corre- 
sponding with the entry made of titem, are liable to fbt'feituWL 

Druwhnck. — To he entitled to drawback, the duties on the importation of the 
goods exported most have been at least fifty dollars by one vessel, at the same 
time, and by the same person, and the merchandise be, at the time of ejcporta- 
tfun, in the same package and same condition, indading wrapper and original 
mark and number, as when' imported. ^ 

Register Art. — Every owner of a Vessel, IMiding within the limits of the Uni- 
ted States, must swear (or aflSrm) to tiie register within ninety days after its 
bein? granted, or it becomes void, andthe vessel and cargo pays foreign tonnage 
and duty. 
All thUiet most be paid in gold or lilver coin. 
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TFareftmwin^.— Ooodi, wwea, or mercbandiM, entitled to oatry ibr Wttff 
hauiog, are rach ooly m afaan have been sctaNlly imported after the passage of 
tlM act "rediiciBg the doty on impart8» and for other porposes/' appruvet) July 
30, 1846. Where owners, inaportera^ eoosignees, or agents, desirfe to warehooso 
Aeir goodii dae entry in writing most be made in each case, and a bond taken 
with surety or sureties to the satisfaction of the odlectcH-, in doable the amoauK 
of the duties. 

Goods, wares, or merehandise, ottered for warehoasing, roast be conveyed 
horn the vessd, or wharf where iaoded« to the warehoase, under the special an- 
pormtend^nce of an iiMpector of the customs^ in drays, carts, or other asanl a)ode« 
of conveyance, to be employed on public account, by the proper offica* of the 
cnstomsi and the expense at the rates usaally paid for such service at the port in 
question is to be defrayed at the time by the person who enters said goods, 
waive, or merdnndiae, for wardMosing. In cases where gcods, wares, or mer- 
diaDdise« imported after the passage of the act of July 30, 1846, are intended Lo 
be expiHted directly from warehouse toja foreign oountiy, entry roust be made 
and bond given, in the manner now required by exitfting laws relating to expor- 
tatioos Ibr the benefit of drawback. In all sudi esses the appropriato expense* 
are to be paid before granting permit for expcMtation, ^ 

Where any goods, duly warehoosed, shall remain in store beyond one year, 
without payment cf the duties and charges tho'eon which in pursuance of the 
act are required to be appraised and sold, the tressuv^ department prescribes 
tliat all such sales shall lakh place within thirty days after the expiration of the 

If a part of an importation is to be landed and the duties paid fordiwith, and 
tiie remainder warehoused, Uie two entries must be made simultaneously. If 
no invoice has been received, the goods may be entered iu conformity with the 
second scciioD of the act of Msrch 1, 1823, but can not be entered for warehoa- 
aing. W lien the goods have been deposited in the wsrehoose, the collector sliall 
cause them to be compared with the invoice, and the dutiable value, quantity, 
and the character thereof, ascertained in the manner provided by law ; and after 
die repoitof the appriiaers has been received by the collector, the importer, 
agent, or purchaser, may withdraw any^entire case or package, or any quantity 
not less than one ton in weight, if imported in bulk. 

W hen the goods have arrived at tlie port of destination, they may^ be depoa- 
ited in the public store, snd the duty paid fortliwith. ]f the duty is not paid 
forthwith, the eatry fur vicarehousing shall be presented to the collector, and 
accompanied with the transportation certificate and copy from invoice, and shall 
be verified by the oath of the owner or consignee : the collector will then take a 
bond with satisfactory security. 

When the goods are deposited in warehonse, they must be subjected to the 
same examination as is required by law on the importation of goods from foreign 

n, and must be carefully compared with the copy from the original invoice. 
»e collector is satisfied that the goods so examined are the identical goods 
described in the trsnsportation certificate, he wiU grant a copy thereof and cer- 
tify thereon, which cerdficate being presented to the collector at the port whence 
tiie goads weri transivoried, the bond may be cancelled. 

If the goods are withdrawn from warehouse at the port of original importation^ 
for exportation, t^n entry must be made, the oath prescribed taken, and bond 
with.:^^afActory Wearily given for the delivciy of the goods at a foreign port or 
plaee : when the bond is received, the collector and naval officer will issue a 
permit tp deliver thegoods to the surveyed, and sbaU direct the surveyor to cause 
the same to be ladi^ on board for exportation, indicating which are to be weighed, 
gauged, or measured. ^Xk» offieer under wliose inspection the goods are shipped 
mast certify on the enti^ t .|r cjincel tho export bond, the exporter mast farntsh 
tiie proofs reqaired by low. 

When goods have been deposited in the public stores, the owner or importer 
on api^ication therefor shall be entitled to receive a certificate, either for Um 
entire importation, or for each package or parcel thereof, on payment of twenty 
cents Ua «ach oertificato— wlufih c egi flo at s ihall be iaaoad and aigned by tha 
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^vonedor, or,^ somd perion to be de«ig:n«ted for that parpote by the rolTtelM', 
wkfa the apprc^fition of the secretcry of the treaeury, which person aball be enti- 
tled to receive from the importer a copy of the warehoaain^ entry, and aliatl be 
Allowed to f«Cain out of the money received for certificntea ■ocb retmooabla 
amoant as may be fixed by the coltector, with the aanctiotrof tlie 8<*cret«fy of thd 
treasury, as his compensation ; and the residue ti)ereof, if sny. after dednctimp 
the expense ef printing, fitting np, regi«tering, and canoeHing said certificates, 
flhall be p A id over to the collector, to be by him placed to the credit of the treai- 
arer of tne United States. 

•■ When goods are witlidrawn from warehonse in qoantitiea less than the entire 
iniportatioci, the expense of weighin?, gauging, or mcflsanng, most be paid by 
the owner, lenfiorter, or agent, if it be necessary to weigh, geege, or measoro 
sach portion, in order to ascertain the dntiatiie value. 

The wan4iooeeB are 0]iened at sanrise, and dosed at sunset. 

Recording the Sfde or Moiigaffe of Vessels. — No bill of sale, moftgage, liy» 

gDthecatron, er conveyance, of any vessel or part of any vessel of the United 
tatea, ahall he vatid ageinat any person otlier than the grantcv or morrgagoc, hit 
heirs, and devi ees. and persons having actnal notice tliereof ; nnless i^tch biH of 
eale, mortga^, faypodiecation, or conveyance, be reootxled in tlie office of tiie 
collector ofcestoras where soch vessel is regintered -or eurdted ? Ptvvided^ That 
tlie Ifen by bottotory on any vessel created <ktring ker voyage, by a leap of 
uoiiey or materials, necessary to repair or enable such vessel to prosecote « 
Voyage, aiiall not l<»se its priority or be in any wa.^ a^ected by the provisimis of 
this act. The collectors of tlie cnstonia ehan record all sndi bills of sale, mort- 
gages, hypothecations, or convey a iicea, and also all certificates kvr diichargiog 
and canceiKng any snch conveyances, in a book or boc|ks to be kept (or that pur* 
pose, in the order of their reception, and shaB certify on the paper so recorded 
the time wlien the same was r^eived, and the nember of the book and pago 
where tiiey are recorded. 

Tlie owner, or agent of the owner of any vessel of the United States, apply iny 
to a collector of the eoHtoms for a register or enrolment of a vessel, shnH, m addi- 
tion to tlie oath now prescribed by law, set fi»rlh, in the oath of owuerBhip, the 
part or proportion of sodi vessel befonpinglo each owner, and the same shall he inr 
serted in the register or enrolment^ and all bills of sale of veaeels regirtered or en- 
tolled shaU B€^ tbrth the part of the vessH owned by each person § eHing, and the 
imrt conveyed to each person purchasing. Thiskct went uito eiiect Oct 1. 1850. 

Aa blank forms are prepared according to the regnlationa of tiie cestomiineae^ 
mnd can be obtained at ports of entry, we shall omit them here. The details of 
passing goods tlirough tlie oistomhouse are so intricate, that it wil} generally be 
§OQ.wdi advisaUe to emf^y a broker to attend to the bosioess. 
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FoK admeasoring every Vessel, in order to the entvlxnent, ISt -Ifoeming; 

and recording the same, if of 5 tons, and less than S<3 .V. . #d 80 

Of 20. and not over 70 ; 75 

Over 70, and not over 100 ,.,;i....... ;*,.. 1 09 

Over 100 : .>.... v.. .-..J... ! Sd 

Certificate of Enrolment -^v  -^ - --^. •- * 50 

Endorsement on Certificate of Bnro^^jentk....*.., «.. 20 

License, and granting the aane, inclod^i^ the BonA^if not over 20 tons. .. 25 

Above 20, and not over JOO/. .'....,,... i.. A 50 

Over 100 .*lv.--.----...-T^>,, 1 00 

Endorsement on a License ._,..... ^ .^r^,,, ••-- ® 2Q 

Certifying Manifest, and granting Fermif for ]iee4aed Vessels to go tram 

Diatrict to District, under 50 tdna :/..:*--. ** ^ 

OTer50toof • • ^ 
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BeceiviDg certified Manifest, and grantiog Permit on arriral of aacb VesseT, 

if under 50 tons 29 

Over 50 tons - 50 

Certifjring Manifest, and granting permission to registered Vessels to go 

from District to District 1 50 

Bteceiving certified Manifest, and granting Permit on arrival of sach regis- 
tered Vessel - 1 !0 

Granting Permit to a Vessel, not belonging to a Citizen of the United 

States, to go from District to District, and rereiviug Manifest. . . ^ 2 GO 

Keceiving Mnnifest, and granting Permit to unload, ibr last-mentioned Ves- 
sel, on arrival at one District from another 2 GO 

Granting Permit for Vessel carrying on Fishery, to trade at a Foreign 

Port - 25 

Report and £ntry of Foreign Goods imported in such Vessel 25 

£ntry of Vessel of 100 tons and more 2 50 

Clearance of Vessel of 100 tons and more 2 50 

£ntry of Vessel under 100 tons 1 50 

Clearance of Vessel under 100 tons 1 50 

Post Entry 2 00 

Permit to land Goods — all official Certificates, and Orders to ddiver or 

transfer 20 

Bond, taken offirially t - 40 

Permit to load Gmxls fi)r Exportation, entitled to Drawback 30 

Debenture, or other official Certificate 20 

Bill of Health 20 

Official D(»cament5i, except Register, requirt'd by any Merahaut, Owner, 

or Master of any Vessel/ not before enumerated 20 

Admeasurement and certifying Vei^t^Is of 100 tons and under 1 r. per ton 

Over 100, and not ever 200. ) 50 

Over 200 2 00 

Other services to he performed by the Survey or, in Vessels of 100 tons and 

more, having on board Mercliandise subject to doty 3 00 

Lilce services in Ves^el^ under 100 tons, having similar Merchandise 1 50 

All Vensels not having Merchandise subject to duty 67 

Protection 25 

Crew-List 25 

Certtfirate of Regittry and Bond 2 25 

£ndOi-sement on Register 1 0§ 

All Orders, Permits, and other Documents, requiring the Collector's signa- 
ture, including CertiBcutes on Invoices, and Shipping Manifests, and 

for every jnrot or verification on oath 20 

For recording Conveyantre or Certificate of Smisfartion of a Record 50 

Fum'shing Certificate of facts regarding the Record of a Vessel 1 00 

Furnisbutg Certified Copies of tlie Record 50 

lu all cases where the lovoice or Eutiy does give them, there shall be chargeil 
for — 

"W'jBighing— l%r. per 112 lbs. 
Gauging — Ca«Us, 12r.eRch; Cases and Baskets, 4>!:r. each ; Ale, Porter, &c^ 

Ihc. per dozen bottles. 
Mea4iil|N|t*-Co:<l, 90r. per 100 bnshelst Chnlk, Brimstone, &c., 90^. per 100 
buntSs; Suit, 75r. per 100 liushels : Potatoes, Seeds, Grain, and all otlier 
measurable articles, 4or. per lOU bushels. 
Measuring — Marble, Mahoi>any, Cedar-wood, &c , the actual expense incnrred. 
Marking — Spirits, Wines, &c., 2>£^ per package; issuing Certificates (Spirits 
oi^'^}» ^HP' pei^ package-^wben requested by the importer. 
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NATURALIZATION. 

In order for a free white person, bom in a foreign country, to becoroe a ci'tizea 
of the United States, it h necessary that he shnald make a declaration under 
oath, at least two years before his admission, of bis intention to beoome a citizen* 
and must renounce his allegiance to his own sovereign. This declaration mast 
be made before — - 

1. Any state coart, being a court of record, and having a seal and clerk, And 
common -law juriwliction 

2. Before a circuit court of the United States. 

3. Betbre a diHinct court of the United States. 

4. Before a clerk t)f either of these courts. 

After he has been a resident of the United States for five years, and has made 
his declHration of intentions at least two years before, he may then be admitted 
t) the H;<hts of citizenship. In order for this, be most prove, jby the oath of two 
ciriz'na of the Uuited iStHtes, that be has been a resident »f the United States 
for five years, and one year within the state where the court ia hehl. 

Ue must also take an oath to support the constitution of the United States, and 
on oath renounce and abjure his niitive allegiance. 

If he have been a minor, and shall have resided in the United States for three 
years next before his attainini? hin maiorify. he may he Hdmiffed without such 
declaration, on pri>ving hy two witnesses that he has resided five years in the 
Uuiied r^tfttes, three years as a minor and two since be became of atre, making 
the declaration of his intentions at the time of*l)i8 admission, and declaiinu: on 
oa:h and proviny to the satisfaction of the court that for three years next prece- 
ding it had been his bona-Jid£ intention to become a citizen. 

The alien's country must, at the time of his admission, be at peace w^t^ the 
United Stattjs. ; 

If an alien die after having made his declaration of intention and before hia 
admission, his widow and children are citizens. 

'i he minor children of any one duly naturalized, if dwelling in the United 
Slates, are citizens. 



No. 114. — Form of Declaration of Intention. 

I. John Doe, do declare, on oath, that it is bona fde my intention to become 
a citizen of the Unire<i States, and to renounce for ever all allegiance and fidelity 
to all and any foreign prince, potentate, state, and sovereignty whatever; and 
particularly to the queen oj Great Britain and Irelandl of whom I V^as a subject. 

JO$;X{,DO£. 
Sworn in open court, this ) 
Jirst day of October, 1850. J A^ -. 

Clerk's Certificate. 

I, John Smith, clerk of the district court of the United Stntea, do certify that 
the above is a true copy of the original deci[M»t?oqi,of intention of John Dok to 
become a citizen of the United States, remaiiPng oC record in my office. 

In testimony wheireof, I have hereunto subpCfJbed my name, and affixed the 
•eal of the said court, \ia\B Jint day of OctobevJ^G tUoasaud eight hundred and 
Afty. • 

(Seed of ihe courtj JOHN SMITH, Clerk. 

12 
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Na 11&— Affidavit of one who arrived before he 

was ZSighteen. 

Id the matter of JoHif DoK, > 
on bis Naturalization. ) 
John Doe, being daly fiwom, aays, that for the continaed terra of five yeara 
last past he has resided within the United States, and that for one year last paat 
be baa resided within the state of Michigan ; and at the time he an arrived in 
the United Stales he bad not attained tiis eighteenth year; that it is bona fide 
his intention, and has been for tlie last three yevs, to become a citizen of the 
United States, dbd to renounce for ever all allegiance and fidelity to all and every 
foreign prince, potentate, state, and sovereignty whatever ; and particularly to 
Victoria, the fueen of Great Britain and Irdand, of wbom be was a eabject. 

JOHN D0£. 



Sworn in open court, the > j fiw,-.H riM-k 
tenik day of AuguU, 1850. \ ^^^^ °"'^"' ^^*- 



No. 116. — ^Affidavit to prove the Intention of be- 
coming a Citizen, to accompany the preceding 
Affidavit. 

Bute of Michigan^ \ . 

County of Wayne, J » '«^«« 

John Jones, being duly sworn, says that be is a citizen of the United States; 
that he is well acqnninted witli tlie above-named John Dor. and that the said 
John Doe has resided within the territory of the United Statea for five yean 
last past, and for one year last past in the state of Michigan ; and that daring 
■Qch period he has behaved himfleif as a man of good moral character, attached 
to (he principlea of the constitution of the United States, and well diaposed to 
the good order and happiness of the same : that for three years last past it has 
been bona fide the intention of the said John Doc to become a citizen of the 
United StateS) and that at tl^e time the said John Doe arrived in the United 
States he had not attained his eighteenth year. 



Sworn to in open court, this ?joHMRmTH ri^rk. 
ierUh day oIAuguat, 1850. 5 •*°"'' ^**"^» ^'^^ 



JOHN JONES. 



No. 117. — ^Proof of Residence, &a, to be made at 

the time of Admission. 

State of Indiana, ? m wit - 

County of J^^erwn, jw^"- 

pET«H Smith and John Jones, being daly sworn, say tbat they are both of 
tbem citizens of the United States of America; that they know John Doe, and 
tbat he has resided within the territory and jarisdiction of the United States for 
five years last past ; that daring that time he has behaved as a man of good 
morfj character, attached to the principles of the cpnstitation of the United States^ 
and well disposed to the good order and happiness df the same. 

PETER SMITH, 
JOHN JONfiS. 
Sworn in open court, ^ianrst diiy of November, 1850, > 
befiace me^ Qsoitas aooDXAN, Jud^e, $ 
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No. lia— Oath to support the Constitation of the 

United States, &c 

I, John Dok, do solemnly swear that I will rapport the oonstitntion of the 
United States of America, and that 1 do absolately and entirely renoauce and 
al'jare all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sriy- 
ereignty whatever; and particalarly to ViCTOHi a, queen of the United Kingdom 
of Ch-eal Britaia and Ireland^ of whom I was a subject. 

JOHN DOR. 
Sworn in open coart, the^Srs^ day of November^ 1852, 
before me> Geokge Goodman, Judge. 



No. 118.— rCertificate of C^tisensfaip. 

TTnlted States of America, '^ 

State of Indiana^ -> $8, ^ 

Coanty of Jejfhson^ ^ 

Be it remembered, that on the Jirst day of November, in the year of oar Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and ffty-lhree, John Dob appeared in the circuit 
court (the said court being a court ofrecord, having OHnmon-law jurisdiction, and 
a clerk and seal), and applied to the said court to be admitted to become a cili* 
xen of the United States of America, pursuant to the provisions of the several acta 
of the Congress of the United States of America, for that purpose made and pro- 
vided ; and the said applicant having thereupon produced to the court such evi- 
dence, made such declaration and renauciation, and taken such oaths as are by 
the said acts required : ^ 

Thereupon, it was ordered by the said court, that the said applicant be 
admitted, and he was accordingly admitted by the said court, to be a citizen of 
the United States of America, 

In testimony whereof the seal of the said court is hereunto affixed, thit'^rat 
day oi November, one thousand eight hundred aadjifty-tttree, and in the seventy^ 
eighth year of our Independence. 
^ -^ " Per curiam. JOHN SMITH, Clerk, 

{Seed qf the court.) 
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PATENT LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

The lawa now tb force relative to patents are those approred Jaly 4, 1835 
March 3, 1837, Manh 3, 1839 Aapusl 29, 1842, May 27, 1848, nnd March 3, 1849. 
The forms reutinsf U|X)ii these are fixed, and can not, of coarse, be varied withoat 
the iutenrention of Congress ; bat rules, having ihetr origin in' the oouiniissionery 
can be revised or modified at his discrtrtion. 

For what Pofents may be granted. — By the act of 1836, section 6, patents 
were granted for any new and asefol art, machine, mauatacture, or composition 
of matter, or any new and useful improvement on any art, maihine. manutacture, 
or composition of .matter, not known or ased by others be&re the applicant's dis- 
covery oriuveution thereot and not, at th^ time of his applii-aiion for a patent, in 
pablic use, or on sale, with hiH consent or nlloM ance, as the inventor or discov- 
erer ; bat, by the act of the 3d of MMrch. 1839, no patent is held U) be invalid by 
reason of ihe parchaSfe, sa)%, or use of the invention, prior to the npplicitiou for a 
patent, except on pn of of abnndonmeut of such iuvrnlion to the public, or that 
such purch-ise. sale, or pabUc use, has been fur more than two years prior to such 
appl'CNtiun for a pntent. 

By tlie thini seciiou of the act of 1842, patents are also granted for new and 
origii.al desijt $ : — 

1. Ft»r a inaiiufictare, whether of metal or otler material. 

2. For tl a printing of vto illen, silk, cotton, or o hi r fabri s. 

3. For buiits. statues, or b t8-ie iffs, or c>iin| o i i >n in fkllo or bas^o relievo. 

4-. For any impression or ornxineur (wh ther complete in itself, o.) to be placed 
on any Hrticle of m)iii||f«*cture in mnrble or other material. 

5 For any new and ori.i;iual pattern, or print, or picture, to be either worked 
into or worked on, or piiuted or painted, or cast or oihei wise fixed on, any aitlcle 
of iiiE iiif .ctare. 

6. For any new sh^pe or configaia'ion of any article of msnofactare. 

All ^u(;h (Jesigus not being previously known or used by others 

Wo icfiom Ptitents vmy he granted. — Patents are granted to citizens of the 
United Stales; to aliens who shall have been resident in the United 6iftlcsoue 
year next preceding, and shall have made oath of their intention to become citi- 
zens thereof; to one or more a.'^si^nees of entire patent-ri^^hts ; to administrators 
and executors, and to foreign hiventors or discoverers: but the law makes no 
piovivion f »r granting to the latter patents for new -and original designs.^ 

In case of rlie deceise of an inventor before he has obtained a patent for his 
in.eiitio.i, "ih > right ot applying for and obtaining such patent sIihII devolve on 
t:ie a Imini.^trHtor or executor of such person, in tiust for the heirs at-law of the 
d'ceaseil, if he shall h»tve died intt state: but if cthcrwiKe, then in trust for his 
devisees, in hs tbil and ample manner, And under the saine conditions, limitations, 
and rehtnctions, as the same was held, or niigbc have been claimed or enjoyed, 
by such person in his or her l.fetime; and when application for a patent siiall be 
made by such legal reprt sentaiives, tbe oaih or affirmation shall be so varied as 
to be api*licable to tliem." 

Joint inventors are entitled to a joint patent, bat neither can claim one sepa- 
rately. . 

Aftplicnfiont for Patents.— In presenting an application for a patent, mach 
disitppointment and delay will be avoided by attending to the Ibllowing direc- 
tions :* 1. The ptlition should be made to tbe commustoner, praying that a 

* Of the propriety of makinflr an application for a patent, the inventor or his agent must 
be tlie sole jadge. The patent-oflSce is upon : tiie records and luodels nmy be cousuited 
during office-hours; and the applicant can personally^ or by atiomey, satisfy himself of the 
expediency of filmghis papers. Further than the facilities tiius afforded, the office can yield 
no assistance, until tbe case Is regularly before it in laacner presciibed by law. 
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pntent may be granted for the invention. 2. The^^cfficntron sfionid be filed, 
describin*?, as clearly and concisely as possible, tiie improvement made. 3. The 
Ofrt^ or nffi.rinntion should be made to the orieinajity of the invention. i» Draw- 
irtfrxj when the natnre of the rase admits of them, shonld accompany the apfili< 
cation. 5. The moftel or specimen, as the case may he, clearly representing' the 
Improvement, should be deposited. 6. The y(« required by law should be paid, 
and in manner hereafter pointed out. 

All the papers and the fee in each application must be filed in the patent-office 
at the same time, whether they he delivered by the applicant or his ag:ent. or 
forwarded by mail; and in those cases where the party or his a?ent is in VVash- 
ington, then tho model most be delivered at the same time. If the party or hia 
apent is not on the spot, the model can be forwarded at their convenience Not 
until these requirements are faithfully and minutely fiilfilled, according to the 
iustrncrions hereafter civen, can any case receive the action of the office. 

1. The Petitinn. — The inventor, haviiijar made a n«ef«il invention or discovery, 
mnst make application in writing to the commissioner, siamifyinp: his desire of 
obfaininu- an exclusive property therein, and praying that a patent may be 
granted therefor. The usual form Is annexed. The petition must be signed by 
the applicant. 

No. 120. — Form of Petition. 

To the Commissioner of Patents : , * ' 

The petition of John Fitch, oi Philadelphin, in the cotinty o{ Philadelphia^ and 

State of Peniuiyhnnia — 

Rkspkctfullt rfprksents, That 3'onr petititoner ha« invented a new and 
improved mode of preve/dinpr steam-hoilers frcym hurntiuf^, which he verily be- 
lieves has not been known or used prior to the uiventipn thereof by your peti- 
tioner. He therefore prays that the letters-pntent of the United Slnlea may be 
granted ti>him therefor, vesting m him and his legal repr^ntntives the exclusive 
rlffht to the same, upon the terms and conditions expressed in the act of Con- 
gress in that case made and provided; he having paid thirty dpllars into the 
treasury, and complied with the other provisions of the same act. 

JOHN FITCH. 

2. Tka Sperificntion.T—'He must then deliver a wi^tten description of his in- 
vention or discovery, and of the manner and ptticessof making, constructing, 
using, and compounding the same, in such full, clear, and exact terms, avoiding 
unnecessary prolixity, as to enable any person skilled in the art or science to 
>»vbicli it appertains, or with which it is most clearly connected, to make.'con- 
stract, compound, and use the same : and in case of any mttchine, he shall fully 
exfdnin the principle, and the several modes in which he has contemplated the 
application of that principle or character by which it may be distinguished from 
other inventions ; and shall particularly specify and point out the part, improve- 
ment, or combination, which he claims as his own invention or discovery. 

It is important, in alhcases, to have the specification describe the sections of 
the drawings, and refer by letlem to the parts. The following ia the form 
adopted by the office : — 

Ifo. 121. — ^Form of ^x>ecification. 

To ALL WHOM IT MAY coNCKRN: Be it kuown that I, John Fitgh, of 
Philadelphia^ in the county of Philadelphia^ and state of Peunnylvania^ have 
'invented a new and improved mode of prerentin^r steam-boilers ff om hv rating ; 
and 1 do hereby declare (hat the followmg is a full and exact description thereof 
— reference being had to the accompanying drawings and to the letters of refer- 
ence marked thereon 

The nature of my invention consists in providing the upper part of a steam- 
boiler with an aperture in addition to that for the safety-valve; which aperture 
ii to be ckwed by a plug or diak of alloy, wfaich witt fuae at any given degree of 
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heat, and permit the steam to escape, sboald the safety-valve fail to perform iti 
funrtioQs. * • 

To enable others skilled in the art to make and use my invention, I will pro- 
eeed to describe its construction and operation: I constrapt my steam-boiler in 
any of the known forms, and apply thereto gaage-cocks, a safety-valve, and the 
other appendages of such boilers ; but, hi order to obviate the danger arising 
ftom the adhesion of the safety-valve, and from "other canses, I make a second 
opening in the top of the boiler, similar to that made for the safety-valve, as 
shown at A, in the accompanying drawing ; and in this opening I insert a plag 
or 'disk c^fasible alloy, securing it in its place by a metal rin^ and Screws, or oth- 
erwise. This fusible metal I, in general, compose of a mixture of a lead, tin, 
and bismnih, in such proportions as will insure its melting at a given tempera- 
ture, which must be that to which it is intended to limit the steam ; and will, of 
oourne, vary with the pressure the boiler is intended to sustain. 1 surround the 
opening containing the fusible alloy by a tube B, intended to conduct off any 
8!eam which may be discharged therefrom. When the temperature of the steam, 
in such a boiler, rises to its assigned limit, the fusible alloy will melt, and allow 
the steam to escape freely, thereby securin.^ it from all danger of explosion. 

What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure by letters-patent, is, the 
application to steam-boilers of a fusible alloy, which will melt at a given temper^ 
ature, and allow t)>e steam to escape, as herein described; using for that puipose 
die aforesaid metallic compound, or any other substantially the same, and which 
will produce the intended effect JOHN FITCH. 

When the application is fi)r a machine, the fpecification should commence 
thas: — 

Be it known that I, John Fitch, of PhUadefphia^ in the county of Philadd' 
pkutf and state of P^miii/tjflvania, have invenied a new and useful machine for— 
JstcUing the vse andUiHtitle of the machine ; and if the application is for an 
tmprovementf U should rtnd thvs : a new and useful improvement on a, or on 
the, machine, ice.] ; and 1 do hereby declare that the fiillowing is a full, clear, and 
exact description of the construction and operation of the same ; reference being 
had to the annexed drawings, making a part of this specification, in which figuii» 
1 is a perspective view, figure 2 a longitudinal elevation, figure 3 a transvene 
section. See. [thus describing all tlie sections of tlie drawings, and tbenTefnriog 
to the parts by letters. Then follows the description oi the consbnction and 
operation of the machine, and ending with th^ claim, which should express the 
natare and character of the invention, and identify the part 4Mr^varts claimed 
•eparately or in combination. If the speciiicatioa is for an inplovement, the 
original invention should be disclaimed, and tlie claim confined to the improve- 
mentl 

3. The Oath or Affirmation. — " Every inventor, before he can receive a patent, 
must make oath or affirmation that he does verily believe that he is the original 
and first inventor or discoverer of the art, machine, manafacture, composition, or 
improvement, for which he solicits a patent ; and thst he does not know or believe 
that the same was ever before known or used : and also of what country he is a 
citizen." In every case the oath or affidavit must be made before a person hav- 
ing general powers to administer oaths. Justices of the peace have not, in all 
cases, this general power. ^ 

The oath required finom applicants for patents may be taken when the appli- 
cant is not, for the time being, residing in the United States, before any minister 
plenipotentiary, charge d'affaires, consul, or commercial agent holding coromi»- 
sion under the government of the United States, or befoire any notary public of 
the foreign country in which such spplicant may be. 

If the applicant be an alien, and have resided one year in the United States 
next preceding the application, and have given legal notice of bis intention to 
become a citizen of the United States, he must make oath to these facts before 
he can apply for a patent for the iame fee tti that paid by a sitizen. 
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Mo. 122.— Form of Oath.^ 

City and County of Philftdelpkiaj ) 
fitate of Pennsylvanirt, \ 

On this Jirst day ot Decemher^ one ihoasand eight handred anH^Jffijf^, before 
die subscriber, a justice of the peace, perwnally appeared the wifhin-oamed 
John Fitch, and made solemn oath [or trffirrnation] that he verity believes him- 
self to be the originu] and first inventor of the mode herein described for vrevent- 
tug steam-boif era from bursting ; and that be does not know or believe tne same 
was ever before known or used ; and that he is a citizen of the Uuited States. 

JOHN «M1TH. 

A foreigner should make oath of what country he is a citizen. An alien^red- 
dent sbonlii make oath diat tie has resided it) the United Statics one year next 

Preceding his appHcation for letters-patent, and has made oalh of his iuteution lo 
ecome a citizen thereof. 

4. Ur'tnings. — The law inquires that '* the applicant for a patent shall accom- 
pany his application with drawings and written references, when the nature of 
the case admits of drawings." These drawings should, in general, be in per* 
spective, and neatly executed ; and such parts as can not be shown in perspec- 
tive, most, if described, be represented in plans, sections, or details. Dnplicatea 
of them are required, as one most accompany the patent, and one must be kept 
on file in the office. But an examination, as to origioalrQr of invention, may be 
made on a single drawing. Duplicates are only required in case the patent 
issues. 

They must be signed by the patentee, and attested by two witnesses, except 
when the specification describes the sections or figures, and refers tq the parts 
by letters, in which case they are neither required to be signed nor accompanied 
by written references — the whole making one instrument. Drawings are abso- 
lutely necessary, when tlie case admits of them. TlHM|j|)nst be on separate 
sheets, distinct from the specification, and one at leai^pust be made on stiff 
drawii'g paper.* 

5. Tlie Mfdd or Specimen — Every application must be accompanied by a 
model when ihe invention admits of one. It must be neatly and substantiaUy 
muiie, of durable material, and if possible not over one cubic foot in contents. In 
case models ar^ made of pine or other soft wood, they should be painted, stained, 
or varnished. The name of the inventor (and assignee, if assign#^teust. be 
printed or engraved up<^n, or fixed to it. in a durable manner. 

When the invention is of a ** onmpo«tion of matter," the law requires that the 
appitcatio I -beraxicompanied with specimens cf the ingredients, and of the com- 
position (tf mittcer, safficient in qanntity for the purpose of experiment. 

Models and specim«ns forwaided without a name cannot be entered on record, 
and are therefore liable to be lost or mislaid. 

Models, if deposited with any of the fi>Iiowing agents, will be forwarded to the 
patent office, free of expense: The collector of the port of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire ; Portland, Maine ; Burlington, Vermont ', Providence, Rhode Island; 
B(>8tr)u, Massachusetts: Hartford, Connecticut ; New York; Philadelphia, Penn> 
aylvania; Baltimore, Maryland; Richmond, Virginia; Charleston, South Caxo* 
lina; ci^avsnnah, Georgia; New Orleahs, Louisiana^ Detroit, Michigan; Buffalo, 
New York; and Cleveland, Ohio: the surveyor at St. Louis, Missouri; Pitta- 
burgh, Pennsylvania; Cincinnati, Ohio; and llmisville, Kentucky. 

A^eiits must send models received by them by packet, when the same are 
forwarded at the expense of the Office t 

* The patent-office does act make original drawinjn to accompany applications for patents. 
It fiimisliescopiea of tlie same only after the patent is completed. Draughtsmen in the city 
of Waahincton are alwnys ready to muke drawings at tlie expense of the patentees. 

t It applicants prefer to have their models transmitted by express instead of by packet, 
they most in all cases pay the expense of transportation. Neither models nor «Pf*"™®o» 
mast, under any circumstances, be sent by mail. The transmission of models by jy ^^^ » 
extends to those for new applicfttions as weU as those restored in consequOTca oi uw a^ 
struction of the originals. Models of unpatented machines, specimens of compo«iw?™ aoA 
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6. Feen paynhle for a Patent.— The fee payable on an application for a patent 
by a citizen oltlie United StnteS.or by a foreigner who hns resided in tlie United 
Stsit.'S one year next preceding the aprilicntion, and has made oath of his inten- 
tion to beiome a citizen, is thirfy dollars .- by a sn» ject of Great Britain, ^ve 
hundred dtdltirs : by any olher foreigner, three hundred dol/ars, 

la case of a U)ial assij^nment, before the patent issaes, of bis invention, by a 
foreigner to a citizen of the United States, the same fee is required as if the patent 
issued to the inventor himself. Instructions in regard to the manner of paying 
tbt'se fees may be found hereafter. ^ ^ ,. . . 

The above six pre requsites having been complied with, the application ii 
ready for examiuacion. But tlie neglect of any one of them, or of the inrtnictiona 
relative thereto will >>e sufficient to delay llie action of the office until tliey have 
been sMti^raciorily fulfilled. 

If I lie f<.Uo\\ing questions can be answered affirmatively, before transmitting 
the paiMTs, few afiplicatiojis will be returned for correction : — 

1, Is the petition signed by the applicant, and addressed to the commissioner 
of pai euts ? . 

2. U the specification signed, and attested by two witnesses; and does it con- 
tain a speci He claim? , , 

3 Has tlie inventor ftiade oarh of his citizenfibip, and in accordance with the 
instructions and forms given aJiove ? • . ^ 

4. A»e the drawings described and referred to in the specification? If not, 
are they i^ii^ned before two salwcribiog witnesses, and accompanied by written 
references? Are duplieales sent? 

5 Has the model (or spcimen) been deposited, and is tbe name of the inven- 
tor and RMsi^^'uee, if ttie invention he aasigiied, durably affixed thereto? 

6. Is the fee' remitted, and in manner prescril>ed in instructions on fees? 

Re»iilUvf an Exantiaation — If a patent is issued, it is transmitted to the 
inventor or his agent If to the latter, he must have filed a full power of attor- 
ney, authorizing him teJae<'eive it. In case an assignment be made of the entire 
patent right, tbe pate^lViil be sent to the assignee or bis attorney. In cases 
of rejection, such reference's are made in the officiHl communication as, in the 
opinion of the office, justify its decision. If the applicant is satisfied with the 
grounds of rejection, he may witlidraw bis application ; if, on tbe contrary» bo 
still deems himself entitled to a patent, he can appeal from tbe decislbli of the 
commit<i8iouer, as prescribed by law. . * ^ 

Wi/fuhrafOHl. — When .either an American or foreign applicaticA 'is rejected, 
and the aj)pH<'ant relinquishes his claim, and desires to avail-'hitwseJf of the pro- 
visions of the seventh section of the act of L836. and the twelfth section of the 
act of 1837, he must petition the commissioner of patents, stating. tbe abandon- 
ment of his application, in which case two thirds of the oiig^val fee will be 
returned. The model and papers are retained by the office ; and if the latter 
have l>een withdrawn for correction, or for any other purpose, they must be 
returned to their files before a withdrawal of two thirds of the fee can be allowed. 
No money is, however, refunded on the withdrawal of an application, after an 
appeal has been taken from the decision of the commissioner : nor any part of 
the fees received on filing caveats, or applications for additional improvements, 
or for re-issues, or for extensions, or for designs.* 

In withdrawing an application, the following forms may be followed: — 

To the Commissioner of Biftents : 

BiK : I hereby withdraw my application for a patent for improvements in the 
cotton-gin, now in your office, and request that twenty dollars may be returned 

of fabrics, and other manufactures, or works of art, will be received and arranged in the 
National Repository of the patent -office. 

* As the law dues not ellow public moneys to be ]iBid in bank-bills or by draft on banks, 
particular instructions should be gri^en, l>y (lie person withdrawing:, as to tlie manner la 
whicii tbe money shall be paid— that is, whether to his order at tbe patent-office, or remitted 
by mail, in gold, at bis risk. Money in gold and silver only is receivable and pa/able at 
toe patent*offiee. 
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to me ftgreeably.to the ^roviaibn of the act of CongreM anthorizinff rach wfth- 
drawal. EH WHITNEY. 

Cabotyille, Metst., July 16, 1850. 

Received of the treasurer of the United States, frer Tbomas Ewbanit, com- 
missioner of patents, twenty dollars, being the amount refunded on withdrawing 
my application for a patent for improvements in the cotion-fin. 

ELI WHITNEY. 

Cabotyille, Mass^ July 16, 1650. 

Appeal. — ^When a patent is refbsed by the commissioner, the applicant can 
have remedy by an "appeal to the chief-jastice of the district court of the United 
States for the District of Columbia," by giving notice tliereof tn the commissioner, 
and filing in the patent office, within such time as the commissioner shall appoint^ 
his reasons of appeal, specially set forth in writing, and also paying into the pat- 
ent-oflSce, to the credit of the patent fund, the sum of twenty-five dollars. 

Interferittg Applications. — W henever an application is presented fcir a patent 
which,*in the opinion of the commissioner, would interfere with any other patent 
for which an application may be pending, or with any unexpired patent which 
shall have been granted, it shall be the; duty of the commissioner to give notice 
thereof to such applicants, or patentees, as the case may be ; and if either shall 
be dissatisfied with the decision of the commissioner on the question d priority 
of right or invention, on a hearing thereof he may appeal from such decision on 
like terms and conditions as are provided in ihe case of applications for ioven. 
tions not new; and the like proceedings shall be bad to determine which, or 
whether either, of the applicants is entitled to receive a patent as prayed for. 

Additional ImproveMeiUs. — "Whenever the original patentee shall be desi- 
rous of adding the description and speeificatioh of any new improvement of the 
original invention or discovery, which shall have been invented or discovered by 
him subsequent to the date of his patent, he may,'like ^|toceedings being had in 
all respects as in the case of original applications, and fl^lhe payment of fifteen 
dollars, as hereinafter mentioned, have the same annexed to the original descrip- 
tion and specification ; and the commissioner shall certify on the mai^in of such 
annexed description and specification, the time of its beinpr annexed and re- 
corded ; knd tbe same shall thereafter have the same eficct in law, to all intents 
and purposes, S ^ough it had been embraced in the original description and 
specificatioii.*^^ , 

In alt surb c^s^ the claim in the original patent is subject^ to a re-examina- 
tion : and if i^ shall appear that any part of the claim was not original at the time 
of grauting tbe patent, a disclaimer of sa|d part must be filed in the patent-ofl[ice, 
or the specifictfHon of claims restricted, by baving tbe patent reissued before the 
improvement can be added. If the improvement can not be added, it may, if 
patentable, be secured by a separate patent, on the payment of the fee of thirty 
dollars. If the patent was griEtoted before the 15th of December, 1836, a model 
and drawings of the invention as first patented, verified by oath, most be furnished, 
unless dispensed with by the commissioner. ^ 

No. 123. — ToTm for Addition of new Improvements. 

To the Commissioner of Patents: ^^ 4-, 

The petition of John Dok, of the county of Berkely, and State of Virginia — 

Respectfully represents : That your petitioner did obtain letters-patent 
of the United States for an improvement in Uie boilers of steam-engine^, which 
letters patent are dated on the Jirst day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-five ; that he has, since that date, made certain improvements on his 
■aid invention; and that he is desirous of adding the subjoined description <^f h'S 
said improyeroents to hfs original letters-patent, agreeably to the provisi9ns of the 
act of Congress in that case mad.e and provided ; he baving paid fifteen doriara 
•into the treasuiy of the United States, and otherwise oon»pli«<> '^^iVw^nnw"'®' 
meats of the said act. J^^^ ^^^' 
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IHte^mmer*.— The Kventb sectioo of the law of the 3d of March, 1837. pro. 
▼idea " that whenever any pateatee shall have, ihi-ou jh inadvertence, accident, 
or mistake, made his apecifiration of claim too bnmd, claiming mor-e tlian diat of 
which he was the ori.irioal or tirat iuvciiUir, scune mMterial and sulistantial part at 
tlie tiling patented lieing tnily and jistly his own, any f och patentee, his admia- 
iat ators, executors, and assigua, whether o( the wliole or of a aet'tional interest 
therein, may make tlisclaimer of auch parte of the thing patented aa the din^Liim- 
ant shall not claim to hold by virtue of the' patent or asa'gnmeut. atating rherein 
the extent of his interest in sach patent; whi<h disi:lairaer shall be in writings, 
attested by one or more witnesses, and recorded in tlie patent office, on payment 
by the person diaclaiming, in manner as other patent daiiea are required by la^v 
to be paid, of tlie aam of ten dollars. And such disclaimer shall thereafter be 
taken and coiisi.lered aa part of the original speciHcatoo, to the extent of tiie in- 
terest which shall be possessed in the piitem or right secured thereby, by the dia- 
claimant, and by those claiming by or nqder him, subsequent to the record thereof. 
Bat no auch diaclaimer shall affect any action pending at the time of its beings 
filed, except ao far aa it may relate to the question of onreaaonable neglect or 
delay in fihng the same." 

Mo. 124.— Form of Disclaimer. 

To the Commissioner of Patents : 
The petition of John Fitch, of Pkiladelpkiaf in the county of Philadelphia, and 

State of Pennsylvania — 

Respsctfullt ksfubsxnts : That he has, by asBignmeot, duly recorded in 
l3ae patent office, become the owner of a right for the several stales of Maegacku- 
settSt Connec/ieut^ and Rhode Iflandt to certain improvements in the s/eam^ 
eM^'ne, for which letters-patent of the United States were granted to John Jonks, 
of Boston, in the stata*of MassaehufeU*, dated on the j^rst day of March y one 
thousand eight hundred and forty -eight. That he has reason to believe that, 
through inadvertence and mistake, tlie claim made ii^ the apccification of said 
letters-patent is too broad, including that of which the said f>ateotee wat iKit the 
JBrat inventor. Your petitioner, therefore, hereby enters hia disclaioier m tl^i part 
of the claim in the aforesaid specification which i^ in the following worda^ to wit; 
** I nlao claim the particular manner iu which the piston of the aboTe^eacribed 
engine is couatructed, so as to insure the cfose fitting of the packing thereof to the 
cylinder, as set forth ;" which disclaimer is to operate to the exfeot of the interest 
in said letters piUeot vested in your petitioner, who has paid ten dollars into the 
treasury of the United States, agreeably to the requiremeota of the act of Congress 
in that case made and poovidcd. 

JOHN FITCH. 
Witnesa : John Priitci. 

When the diaclaimer is made by the (nigina] patentee, it must, of coarse, be 
so worded as to expre^ that fact 

Jte-isnues. — When VSi a{|plicant wishea to cancel an old patent, and to correct 
a mistake or error whfehlnit arisen 6om inadvertence, he should state this fact in 
hia application, and expressly surrender the old patent, which must be transmitted 
to the j)atent-offics|l|fetore a. new patent will be issued. And no improvement or 
alteration made suHS^uently to One filing of the applicatbn upon which the origi- 
nal patent was granted, can be introduced into a patent upon reissue. 

In a re issue, the claim is subject to reexamination, and if it sliall appear that 
any part was not ori^nal at the time of granting tl)e patent, the re-isane will not 
be granted, unless satd part be omitted, or a disclaimer filed in the patent-office. 
If nothing can be claimed, the reissue can not be granted, nor the surrendered 
patent returned. 

In case of the death of an inrentor, or of any assignment of the original patent 
made by him, a similar rigltt vests in his executors, administrators, or assigna 

On a surrender, uveraT patents may be issued for distinct and separate parts 
of the inventioot.q]^ the payment of thirty dollars for each. 
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No. 125.— Form of Surrender of a Patent for Re- 
issue. 

To the CommiflsioDer of Patents ; 

The petition of Samdjel Mokkt, oi Philadelphia, in the cowaty cl[ PhUad^phiOp 

and Slate of Penmylvafiia — 

Respectfully represents : That he did obtain letters-patent of the United 
States for an improvement in the boilers of ste/im^n^nes, M')uch letters-patent 
are dated on the^r^Y day of Mftrck; one thonsand «ight bondred waA forty -eight. 
That he now beheves that (he same w inoperative and invalid, by reason of a 
defective speciiication, which defect has arisen from inadvertence and mistake. 
He therefore prays that he may be allowed to sorrender, and he hereby does sur- 
render the same, and request that new letters-patent may issne to him for the 
same invention, fijr the residue of the period for which the original patent' waa 
granted, under the amended specification herewith presented ; he having paid 
fifteen dollars into the treasury of the United States, agreeably to the reqaire- 
xnents of the act of Congress in that case made and provided. 

. SAMUEL MOEEY. 

Extentions. — The acts of 1636 and 184S provide tar the extension of a patent 
for seven years from the expiration of the fourteen years for which it was origi- 
Dally granted, npon certain conditions to be determined by the commissioner of 
patents. The qaestions which arise on each application for an extensioo are — 

1. Is the invention novel ? 2. Is it useful I 3. Is it vttluadle and important to 
the pablic 7 4. Has the inventor been adequately remunerated for his time and 
expenses in originating and perfecting it 7 5. Has he used doe diligence in in« 
trodncing his invention into general use 7 

The law now requiring that a notice of sixty days shall be. given of each appli 
cation for extension, it wiU be necessary for the applicant to Hie his petition, and 
pay the requisite fee, at least three months before bis patent expires. 

l)esi^ns. — In making an application to Secure a design, the same course ^^V^^ 
ceediu^s i« required as in applying for a regular patent. The petition, specifica- 
tion, and J0tftl^ executed as prescribed below^, must be filed, and the speciinen and 
duplicate drawiags deposited. In case of rejection, no part of the fee is refaoded 
on designs. 

No. It^.— Form of Application for Faten|B for De- 
signs. 

To the Commissioner of Patents : 

The petition of Bjenjamin West, of the city asd county of Philadelphia, tsi^ 

Sette of Pennsylvania — 

Rkspectfuclt represents : That your petitioner has inyented or produced 
a new and original design for a compositton in alto-^elii^Ot .which he^ verily 
believes has not been known prior to the production t\iiB^f^i%f your petitioner. 
He therefore prays that letters-patent of the United States may be granted to 
him therefor, vesting in him and his legal repre«0]iti#K^ tbe[Jni8ive right to 
the iaroe, npon the terms and conditions expressed in fiAnEict'tfP|rongress in that 
case madie and provided ; be having paid fifteen duUars into l!he treasury, and 
complied with the other ptovisbna of the said act 

BBNJAMm WEST, 

No. 127.— Form of Specification. 

To ILL WHOM IT MAT cfONCERN : Be it known thai I, Benjamis WlsT, of 
the cUy of Phildd^phda, in the county of Philadelphia, and state of Pennsylva- 
nia, have invented or produced a new and original design for^ composu%on%% 
alto-relievo, and I do hereby declare that the following is a ft* #lexact descrip- 
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tioo of tlie tame. [Here follows a description of the design^ with reference to the 
apecimen or drawing ; the specification to conclude with declaring what the 
inventor claims, in tenns chqracleristic of the design^ Scc.\ 

BENJAMIN WEST. 



Witne«e.: ^ J^J f-"' 



No. 12a— Form of Oath. 

City and Coanty of PhiladefjMa, > 

State of Pennsylvania, J ' • 

On thw ^rst day of December, one thousand eight hundred and ^ff-jft hefore 
the subKnber, k justice of the peace, personally appeared the within-named B^n- 
JAM IN W EST, aud made solemn oath \or nffit^motion, as ike case may be\ that 
he verily helieves himself to be the original and first inventor or prodacer of the 
desig;n for a composition in alto-relievo ; and that he does not know or believe 
that the same vs^aaever before known or oaed; and that he is a citizen of the 
United States. 

PETER SMITH. 

Foreign Patents. — A patent may be taken out by the inventor in a foreign 
country without aflecting his right to a patent in the United States, provided the 
invention has not been introda<^ into public and common use in the United 
States prior to the applioation. in every 'Soch case the patent is limited to four- 
teen years from the date of the foreign letters-patent. The introducer, as such^ 
of a new invention from a foreign country, is not entitled to letters- patent. If 
an alien neglects to put and continue on public sale the invention in the United 
States, on reasonable terms, for eighteen months, the patentee loses ail benefit 
of the patent 

Caveats. — The act of 1836 provides that any citizen of the United States, or 
alien who has declared his intention to become a citizen, who shall have invented 
any new art, machine, or improvement thereof, and desires further time to im- 
prove the same, may file in the patent-office a ovent. setting forth the design 
thereof, with its distinguishing characteristic, until he shall have matured his 
invention ; and such caveat .shall be filed in the confidential archives of the office. 
The patent can take date from the time of filing the specification, if the patent is 
issued within six months of the date of filing. The applicant is entitled^ notice 
of interfering applications. A full description of the invention is requ^m^ Cav 
eat papers can not be withdrawn or altered after they have -been filed, out addi 
tional papers relating to the invention can be added to them. 

No. 129. — ^Form of Caveat. 

To the Commissioner of Patents: 

The petition of Amos Whittkmore, of the City and County of New York, and 
* State of New York— 

KksprctfullT REPtiiescNTs : That he has made certain improvements in the 
machine for wngj^ng wool-cards, aud that he is now engaged in making experi' 
ments for the JpFposo jif perfecting the same, preparattny to his applying for 
letters-patent therefor. "He dierefore prays that the subjoined description of his 
invention may be filed as a ca.v£at, in/tbe confidentiaJ archives of the patent- 
office, agreeably to the provisions of the act of Congress in that case made and 
provided ; he having paid twenty dollars into the treasury of the United States, 
and otherwise complied with the xequiiements of the said act. 

AMOS WHITTEMORE. 
New York, July 16, 1850. 

Here should follow a description of the general principles of the invention^ bq 
(ar 00 it has b^^completed. 
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7^4 Vuraiion of Patents, and the Penalty for iUegaUy Stamping Artide»^-~ 
The lerm for which a regnil&i* patent is granted is fourteen yeart ; but it mayv 
UKlei certain circumstances, be extended for seven yean, ratents &r designi 
are granted for nevea years only. 

Stamping or affixing the name of any patentee on any article witfaovt authority 
so to do, or afBxuig £he word, patemt^ or letters-patent^ or the staaap, mark, or de* 
Tice of any patentee, on any nnpatentsd aiticie, is forbidden under a penalty oC 
not less than one hundred dollars. 

Patentees or their assignees are required to affix the date of the paten^n 
each article vended or offered for siUe» under a like penalty^ihus affording to the 
public notice of the duration of the patent. When the article is of such a nature 
that the name of the patentee can not be printed thereon, it abould be affixed to 
the case or package contammg it." 

AssignmeiUs* — An inrentbr^ can assign his entire, right before a patent i^eb- 
fained« so as to enable' the assignee. to take out a patent in his own name ; but 
lSt» assignment must be first entered of record, and the application therefor mnat 
be duly made, and the specification signed and sworn to by the inventor. In the 
case of an assignment by a foreigner, the same fee will be required a« if the 
patent issned to the inventor. 

The assignment of a patent nay be of the whole or of an undivided part, *' hy 
any instrument in writing." All as(dgnmentfl^ and also the grantor conveyance 
of the use of the pat6iU in any town, county, state, or specified district, must be 
recorded in tiM patent-office within three months fininn the dat^ of the sante. 
But assignments, if recorded after three mcmths have expired, wilt be on record 
•s notice to protect against aubsequent purchaaers. Grants and aasigumeifts^ 
recorded prior to the 15th of December, 1836, must be recorded anew beiore they 
can be valid as evidence of tmy^ title. 

In idl cases in which Uie entire invention has ^een asaigned beiore the issue of 
&e patent, the correspondence should be I& tlie name (u the-aasignee, he bein^ 
the party in interest. (The forms of asiignment will be found on pa^ 37.) 

The Fees : how payable. — ^All fbes must. be paid in specie, and in advance, 
except those required for drawings and copies, the expense of which will be 
cemmunicated on application for the same. 

Every appliolint, on presenting his petition or application, must pay into t%e 
treasury of the United States^ or i&tothe patent-office, or to any ol* the assistant- 
treasurers, treasurers of &e miut and branch-mints, collectors and surveyors of 
customs, and receivers of pul^ money, particularly named bebw, a deposite to 
the credit of the treasurer, as foltows i — 

If a citizen of the United States, as a patent-fee '........h, ...... $30 00 

Jf a foreigner who has resided in the United States on^ year next prece- 
ding the application for ft patent, aud shall httve made oath of his 

intention to become a cici«Bn ,^ '...•.' 30 -00 

Jf a subject of the flpvereign of Great Britain ....; 500 00 

All other foreigners » .,-,j...- 30a 00 

On entering a caveat V"^** ^ ^ 

On entering an applicatbn for an (ippeal from the deoii^a of fbi^. Com- 

misaoner... ,.h.... lm». 25 OQ, 

On extending a patent beyond the fourteen years .M .......... .^^. .... . 40 00 

Tat addmg to.a patent the specification of a subsequent improvflftent.. 15 00 

In case of re-issues, for every additional patent .'...:.....'....'.... 30 00 

On surrender of ail old patent, to be re-issued to correct a mistake of the 

patentee • ....;.. 15 00 

On application for a design.......... 15 00 

Fora disclaimer , ; 10 00 

For copies of patents, or anjr other paper on ffie, for each 100 words .... 10 

On all assignments, &g., which shall not Contain over 300 words 1 00 

On all assignments, &c., containing more than 300 and not more than 

1,000 words ' .' -* '» JJ 

On all assignments, &c, eontaiiung more than 1,000 words. . . ,s#- . i • • •/ • ** "** 

13 
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For ooplei of drawings a reaaonable sum, in p i oportl ott to the tkoe oecvpfetf 
fe anftking th* aame. 

In case oi depoaita nwde widi the ■flnstant-treasarers, or otbet persons av- 
thorized tp receive paUic money's, a dvjpliaite receipt sbmi]4 be taken, station 
by whom the payment was amdey and far what object IHie parUcnlar invexk- 
tion shonld he referred to, to enable the appjieant to reeoTer hack the twenty 
Arflara, in ease of the withdrawal of die petitbn. The certifibafe of depoaite 
may be made in the foUowing form: — 

Va 130.— Form of Cert£ficate of i>eposit& 

Office of the Voneetor of Bmton^ > 
mtcember 10, 1^50. \ 

. The treasurer of the TTnfted States has credit at tHfa oflSce &r thirty dollars, im 

?>ecie, deposited by John FiTCiT,ef the city of Philndefythia^ in ihe coonty of 
hitadel/tkia, and state of Penrtsyh/inut, the same beiag for a patent [or trkai^ 
ever ihe object may be] for a $team-boiltr. JOHN JONES^ 

Officers trko art authorized to receive Ihtfeni-FW^ 9n aceomM of^ Tf«/»«wry 
eflnt United Statea, and to /?we Receipts or Certijteolnof Depqsite. therefnr. — 
Assistant-treasurer of the United States at Boston, New York, CbaHeston, S. C^ 
and Sl Loais, Mo. : tveasnier of the mint, Philadelphia, and of the hraneh mint^ 
New Orleans, La.: sonreytMr and inspector, Pittsbargh, Fa.: Collector,^ Balti' 
more, Md. ; Richnwnd, Ya. ; Noffolk, Va. : Bnflafe Creek, N. Y. ; Wilniin?ton«, 
N. C : Savannah, Ga. ; Mobile. Ala. : snrveyor of die customs, NashviHe, Teiln., 
and Cincinnati, Ohio: receiver ofpobKo moneys. Little Bock, Ark.; Jefferson^ 
▼ille, Ind. ; Chicago, lU. ; Detroit, Mich. 

Any peraoft wishing to pay a patent or other fee, BMiy deposfte it with either 
of the officers above named, an^ ftrward the rece^ er eertfficate to the patent- 
office, at Washington, as evidence thereof 

Money sent by mail is at the risk of the person . sending the ■ame; and |U1 
money sent from the o$cc, by mjail, is at. the risk c^ the pemon reqneslik^ tff 
have it transmitted m that way. In no case shoold money be sent endosed witb 
models 
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Thk following saggestions, gathered fnm the circolar of the eonmiBrioner of patSDts,.ar» 
iJuerted for Oie benefit of tfaoao who may have basinesa widi the aiflSce :— > 

The patent-office can not act as connaeHor for indirldaals, nor aa anezpoonder of ]aw« 
except In ralferenee to qoeationa arlBinir within the office; and the extent of information thai 
cu be given in these cases ia to forwanl a copy of pateat4awB and die naaal printed official 
circular. 

Applications are examined and patents issued in the order in which the proper docnmenta 
are completed, except in cases in which the claims so nearly resemble those undergoing 
examioation as \q render an interference probable — ^in which case they will be taken op ana 
examined wish the cases then riader examination. 

A decision delibeiurely made' tfnd affirmed by one commissioner, can not be diacnrbed by 
Iris successor. Tte only remedy is by appeal, m the manner prescribed by law. 

The personal attsfidattce of an applicant at the patent-office is unnecessary : tiie basineaa 
can be done by correspondence or by attorney. The examiners will decide qnestione of 
novelty and patentability upon papers imperfectly prepared, if sufficiently perspicoooa to 
be understood, vAtn nm, papen are pr^trtd by ths tavMtor kimMtif. But if an agent be ea^ 
ployed, it is presumed that lie is oualified for the business be has undertaken witbout callins 
on the oflSce for instractiona. ^o donble correspondence ean be sanctioned: when an 
iarentOT employs an agent, the offiee will correspond with either, Im«< not with boA. 

All communications relatini; to official business should be addressed to the commlasioner 
of patents— no other can receive i^tention^ Correspondence with the examiners or other 
subordinates relating to patents is striptly prohibited. 

"RsauBST.— Congress having aurhorized the collection and distribution of seeds throagli 
the patent-office, a transmission to Washington of aay rare and aseftil seeds may confer « 
great bene6t on tlw community, and will, so for as is pjacticable, be reciprocated by th« 
commissioner. A History of 4ie seed traz)smUted, together with the nlace of its produccioQ. 
ifrespectfallysolitfitaa.''^  - » • '"•^ ** "^ 
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PUBLIC LANiDS— PEE-EMPTION. 

Thi right of pre-emptioQ to the public laodg of the United Stmtes is granted 
•ad defined by the act of Coiigreai of September 4, 1841, and the axnendatorv or 
aopplementaiy act of March 3, 1843. The regnlations which we here preaenl 
have been compiled from inatraeliona isaaed from the general Tand-ofBce to the 
registers and receivers, and will be found to contain all the informadon reqaiaitd 
lo enable pre-emptors to avail thenj^lvea of the privileges of the acts. 

The individual claiming the benefits of the act of 1841, as amended by the aoi 
of 1843, mait he — 

1. Either a citizen of the United States^ or have filed hit declaration of intention 
to become a citizen, at the time of the settlement on which his claim is baaed. 

2. Either the head of a family, or a widow, or a single man over the age of 
fweoty-one years. 

3. An inhabitant of the tract sought to be entered* npoo which in peraan ha 
has made a settlement and erected a dweHing-honse, and otherwise improved 
said tract since the 1st of June, 1840, and prior to the t^e when the land ia 
appKed for; which land must, at the date of the settlement, have had the Indian 
title eztingaished, and been surveyed by the Unitnl-States. 

By the ninth section of the act of the 3d of March, 1843, the entrv of a claim 
ttnder the act of the 4th of September^ 1841, may be made, aitboogn it meay ba 
for land not surveyed at the time of the settlement, where such settlement was 
made prior to the 4th of September, 1841, and- after the 6ztingtiisbment of tha 
In^an title. 

A penwn failing in any one of these reqnimtes can have no claim by virtue of 
thia'act 

A person^ bringing himself within each of the above requirements by proof 
aatisfactoi^tb the register and receiver of the land-district in which the lands may 
lie, taken pursuant to the rules hereinafter' prescribed, will, after havings taken 
the affidavit Inquired by the act, be entitled to enter, by legal subdivisions, any 
number of acres not exceeding one hundred and sixty, or a quarter-section, to 
include his residence, and he may avail himself of the same at any time prior to 
the day of the commencement of the public sale, including said tract where the 
land has not yet been proclaimed. 

Where the land was subject to^rivate entry at the date of the law,' and a set- 
tlement shall thereafter be ikiade upon such land* or where the land shall have 
become, or shall hereafter become, subject to private entry, and after that period 
a 8etfl|ment shall be made, which the settler is desirous of securing under this 
act, sqch notice of his intention must be given wilfbin thirty days af^r the date 
of such settlement. Such notice, in all oases, muA| be a written one^ describing 
the land settled upon, and declaring the intentioil^t^ such Person to claim the 
aame under the provisions of this act. (See fi>rras 131 and J^«) The proof, affi- 
davit, and payment, must be made wiuun twelve notonths jner Ithe date of such 
aettlement 

Where the land has not been offered at public safe, and thas rendered subject 
to private entry, a similar " nbdce in writing'' must be filed within three moathu 
after settlement (or sooner, if th^ land is proclaimed ibr sale) ; and the proof. pay> 
meat, and affidavit of the claimant, .most be made before the day fixed for the 
commencement of the public sale which shall include the tract claimed. (Sea 
fcrml33.) ' ' 

A person who has ffled, or shaQ hereafter file, according to law, a dectaratory 
statement ibr a tract of land subject to private entry, may «»ter tlje same after 
the ttnelve nwnthf from the tidie of hia aetOement shall haiie expired, withoq^ 
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filiD^ way^proct of his right u a pre-«mptDr, prorided he if Ihe fint applicanl^ 
•ftor that time, for the entry of the same at private sale. 

The tracu liable to entiy under these acts are lome one of tiie ioQowing deaig'- 
nationa: — 

1. A regular qoarler-aecticiD, notwithatandiDg its qoantity, mnj be a few acres 
more or leM than one hnndred and sixty; or a quarter-section, which, though 
fracdonsl in quantity by the passage of a navigable stream through the aame^ is 
atill bounded by regular sectional and qaarter-sectiooal lines. 

S. A fractional section, containing not over one hundred and sixty acre% or 
any tract being a detached or anomalous survey, made pursuant to law, and not 
exceeding said quantity. ^ 

3. Two adjoining l^lf quarter-sections of the regular qnarterl mentioned in 
the first designation ; or, two adjoining eighty-acre subdivisions of the irregular 
quarters fobnd on the north and west sides of townships, where more than two 
such subdivioons exist, or the excess may render them necessary, provided in 
the latter case the aggregate quantity does not exceed one hundred and sixty 
acres. 

4. Two half quarter or eighty-acre subdivisions of a finctiona] or lm>ken sec- 
tion, adjoining each other, the aggregate quntity not exceeding one hundred 
and sixty acres. 

5. A regular half-quarter and an adjoinii^ fractional section, or an adjoining 
half-quarter subdivision of a fractional section, the a^iregate qnantiQr not e# 
ceeding one handred and sixty acres. 

^ 6. If the pre-emptor should not wish to enter the qoantity of one hundred and 
sixty acres, he may enter a single half-quarter aection, or an eighty-acre subdi- 
vision of a fractioBiu section. ^ 

7. One or more adjoining forty-acre lots may be entered, the aggregate not 
exceeding one hundred and sixtv acres. 

8. A regular half-quarter, a half-qnaiter subdivision, or a fractional section, may 
eadi be taken with one or more forty-acre subdivisions lying a^joining^ the aggre- 
gate not exceed bg one handred and sixty acres. 

Forty-acre tracts or quarter-quarter sections, are subject to entnr, selection, 
or location, precisely in the same manner that eighty-acre tracts, or half quarter 
sections, have heretofore been. 

Only one perbon on a quarter-section is protected by this law, and that is the 
one who made the Jirst 'uiUemeni, provided he shall have oonfix|ned to the other 
provisions of the law. 

A person who has once availed, hittudf of the ipvovudons of tbia act, can not at 
any foture period, or at any other land-office, acquire another right under it. 

No person who is the proprietor of three hundred and twenty acres of land in 
taxy state or territory of the United States, is entitled to the beneflte of this act 

No person who shall quit or abandon h^s residence on bis awn landt to reside 
on the public land in the same state or terriiory, is entitled to the benefits of this 
act ; and satisfactory proof mast be farnisbed that he has not done so. 

Land is not properly, legally surveyed, until the sorveys made by the deputies 
are approved by the surveyor- general ; but in accoi-dance with the spirit and 
intent of the law, and for the purpose of bringing the settler within its provisions, 
the land is to be odbstraed as surveyed when the requisite lines are run on the 
field, and the comers established by the deputy-surveyor. 

No assignments' or transfers of pre-emption rights can be recognised. The 
patents mast issue to the claimants, in whose names alone aU entries must be 
made. 

Sundry Descriptions of Land which are exempted from the Operations of this 
Act,—!, Lands bcluded in any reservation by any treaty, law, or proclamation, 
of the president of the United States, and lands reserved for valines or fi>r other 
purposes. 

2. Lands reserved for the support of schools. 

3. Lands acquired bv either of the last two treaties with the Miami tribe of 
Indians in the state of Indiana, or which may be acquired of the Wyandot tribe 
of Indians in the state of Ohio^ or Qther i^SSbm reservation to which the title baa 
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been of may be extingaiefaed by. the Uoited States at any tiine during the opera- 
tion of these acts. 

4. Sections of land reserved to the United States, alternate to other sectiona | 
granted to any of the states for the constinction of any canal* raihuad, or other 

public improvement. 

5. Sections or fractions of sections inclnded ivrithin the limits of any incorpo- 
rated town. 

6. Every portion of the-pnblic landi which has been selected as a site for a 
city or town. 

7. Every parcel or lot of land aotnally settled and occnpied ibr the purposes of 
trade, and not agricnitore. 

8. All lands on which are sitnated any known salines or mines. 

Persons claimiDg the benefits of this act, are required to file duplicate aS- 
davits soch as the Taw requires, and to famish proof by one or more disinterestod 
witnesses of the facts necessary to establish the three requisites pointed out in 
the commencement of these instructions, and that referred to in a succeeding 
place, in relation to the claimant not having quit or abandoned his residence on 
his own land. 

The witnesses are to be first duly sworn or a£5rmed to speak the truth and the 
whole truth, touching the subject of inquiry, by some officer competent to admin« 
ister oaths and affirmations ; and, if not too inconvenient by reason of distance of 
^tftiidence from the land-office of the district, or other good cause, must be exam- 
ined by the register or receiver, and the testimony reduced to writing in their 
presence, and signed by each witness, and certified by the officer administering 
the oath or affirmation, v\-ho must also join in certifying as to the respectability 
and credit of each witness. 

In case adverse claims shall be made to (he same tract, each claimant will be 
notified of the time and place of taking testimony, and allowed the privilege of 
cross-examining the opposite witnesses, and of producing counter- proof^ which 
will also be subject to cross-examination. 

When, by reason of distance, sickness, or infirmity, the witnesses can not come 
before the register or receiver, these officers are authorized to receive their 
depositions, which must be, in all other respects, conformable to the within regu< 
lations. 

The procrC famished to the register or receiver, in all cases, should consist 
of a simple detail offsets merely, and not of statements in broad or general terms, 
involving contusions of law. It is the exclusive province of the register or re- 
•oeiver to detaatnine the legal conclusions arising from the facts. For instance, a 
Witness will not be permitted U^ state that a claimant is the " head of a family," 
&c., &>UowiDg the words of the law, but must set foith the facts on which be 
grounds soch alienations; because such a mode of testifying substitutes the jodg- 
naent of the witness for that of the register or receiver, and allows him not only 
to determine the facts, but the law. A witness may possibly conscientiously tes< 
ttfy that a minor son, living with a widowed mother, was the head of the family ; 
and, in another case, similar in point of fact, another witness, equally conscien- 
tious, might testify that the widowed mother was the head of the family. There 
can not he a unirorm' construction given to the law, if it is carelessly left to the 
opinion of every witness. Registers and receivers have tberaibre been instructed 
not to receive as testimony or proof a general statement, which embodies, in 
general terms, the conclusions of law, wirhout statine: the facts specifically. 

The witnesses must state, if the pre-emptor be tne " bead of a family*" the 
facts which constitute him such ; whether a husband having a wife and children, 
or a widower, er an unmarried perMn under fwenty-one years of age, having a 
family, either of relatives or othera depending upon him, or hired persons, or 
slaves. • 

All the facts respecting the settlement in person, inhabitancy or personal resi- 
dence. Me time erf commencement^ the manner and extent of continuance, as well 

as those diowing the apparent objects, should be stated. . 

It must be stated that the claimant made the settlement on the land in person ; 
that he has erected a dwelling iipo»the land ; that the claimant hved in it, and 

^ I3» 
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made it faw borne, &c By this means, tbe register or recei^r will be eqabled 
to determine whether or not the requisites of the law have'been complied with 
ia any given case. 

The ofUy a£Bdavit reqaired of the claimant is that prescribed by the tbiiteenA 
pecdon of dae act of 1841. (See form 134.) This affidavit must be taken " before 
the register or receiver of the laud district in which the land is situated,'* before 
an entry is permitted, and mast be of tbe same date with the certificate of entry. 
An affidavit before any other person will not Jostify the entry of the land. Da- 
plicates thereof mast be signed by the claimsntr* 

A claimant is bound to prove bis right to, and enter, all die' land embraced by 
his declaratonr statement, if liable to tlie operations of tbe act No transfer or 
assignment of his dums can be made by a claimant mider tbe law of 1841. The 
law declares socb "null and void." 

The proof filed by every claimant most show tbe Umef of the commencement 
cf the settlement. 

The second section of the act of March 3, 1843, provides for tbe rigbts of par- 
ties who shall have diea before consummating their claims, W the 6ling, in due 
time, of all the papers essential to establidi the same. If proof of sach right shall be 
filed, and payment therefor be made b^ the executor^ administrator^ or one of the 
heirSf during the period prescribed by the law vpon vhich the daim is founded, 
the entry may be made in the name (m " the heirs'* of the deceased claimant. A 
patent on sach an entry will caase the title to inure to said heirs, as if their . 
names bad been specially mentioned. In cases of this kind, the affidavit re- 
quired of the pre-emptor will be taken by the person so filing the proof; and 
should such person be one of the heirs, he or she should be of age and mind 
oompetent to appreciate the nature and obligation of an oath. (See form 135.) 

The fourth section of the act of 1843 declares it unlawful for an individual, wIk 
has once filed a declaration for one tract of land, to file at any future time a sec 
ond declaration for another tract This has reference to tbose required, undei 
the fifleenth sectbn of the act (^ 1841, for land subject at the time of setUemenl 
to entry at private sale. 

Tbe fifth section requires that similar notices or declarations in writing should 
be. filed by settlers, under tbe act of the 4th of September, 1841, on land not sub- 
ject to ps^i^ate entry. These declarations are to be filed in the office of the regia- 
ter or receiver by every such settler within three months after his settlement. 

By the sixth section, a claimant is authorized hereafter to file a declaration, 
finder the law of tbe 4ih of September, 1841, or to make an entry of a claim under 
it, although the time prescribed by the law, for the filing of socb declaration, or 
the making of such entry, shall nave expired, provided the claimant wss pre- 
vented, by vacancy in either the receiver's or register's office, from performing 
said act or acts within such time, and shall perform tbe duties required by tbe 
law within the same period after the disability is removed, as he would have 
had if such vacancy had not occurred. 

^lie only things required of a purchaser of public lands are, that he shall make 
an application in writing to the register for the tract desired b) be entered, 
and pay to the receiver toe porchase-mQney. He will find a blank application 
at any of tbe land-offices where such porchaae may be desired to be made. 

• The law pro^des that " If any person shall swear falsely in the premises, he or she shaD 
be •abject to aU Oe nains and penidties of perjury, and shall forfeit the money which he or 
abe may have paid for said land, and all right and title to tbe eame ; and any grant or con- 
vevance which he or she may have made, except in the hands of bonaJUe purchasers, for a 
valuable consideration, shall be null and void." "» •  

t Thia date u aU imporumt for the purpose of determining in aU earn whether the settle- 
ment was made withm the proper tmni, and wheAer the declaratory statement was fiM 
la due season, and the entry mane within the legalflkiod after tbe sememenL ^^ 
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No. 131. — ^Form for Cases where the Land claixued 

was subject t9 Private Entry prior to September 4, 1841. 

T, John Do«, of the (onm of Peoria^ in tbe oonnty of Ptorin^ and state of Iffi' 
noix^ being \tke. ^ad cfiafthnilff, orwtdoi(i, or single wan over the age of tjcenfy* 
•Jie ffears, its the case rhnp be, and a citizen of ike Uitiled iS/fffjeR^ or hnvittgJUed 
my afcfarafiou'fo become a citizen as reqvirtd by ^ nMuraJiz'ttion loio», as the 
case mny he\, have, aince the /Jrjti day of Jnne^ one thoasand eig'^t hundred and 
forty, ti> wit: on fhe ffleenth day ox January, one thousand ei.^ht hundred and 
Jiffy* setded and improved the uorfhea:gt quarter off sect, number tn^a, iu township 
waxtnher foTir norths of x^nf^vrnxtAier eight east, in the distilctof ianda suliject to 
tsale at the 'land'office at i^hicago, and containing one hundred and sixty acrea, 
which land was subject to private eotry at the passage.nf the act of the fbnrth 
of SeptetBhec^ one thousand eight hundred and foity-one ; and I do hereby dedlaro 
fny intention to olaitB ^e said fcract of 4and as a pre-eviptioQ n^ht under the pro- 
Tisiotts <tf ssid w:^t df the fourth ^ September, ooe thunsa&d eight hundred and 
Corty-ooe. 

Given under my hand, this twentieth da^ of ^A«tMcr«K, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ^/y. JOHN DOfi. 
SigaediApFeaeBeeofJtoifN Smith. 



mo. 132. — ^For Cased ivhere the Xiand daimed shall 

kat>e heen rendered subjeGt to Private Entry since Septemf 
her 4, 1841. 

I, John Doe, of the/oir«f oT^r/rfeno, Iq the county c^Jo DaviesK, and state of 
Illininsj being ^the head of a fimti^y^ or toidow, pr singfe -man over the age of 
twenty-one years, as the case nt'/y be, and a cif.izfm of the Ututied Sftite.% «r h,av 
ifig JjJed my deelaratio^n to become a ei/izen as required by the naturuHzatintk 
9aw^ as the case may be\^ have, since the first day of Jnne. one thousand eight 
hundred and ^/ify, settled itlnj sovther/sf. qnaiter of pectipn nnraber thi-ee, in town, 
chip number J^ve nnrthj d[ tsm^fonr east, in the district of lands subject to sale 
at the land office of Chicago, an<i containing o«4? 3few«ttl#r<£ 4ihS siaiy acres, whtdi 
land llha been rendered sut^ect to private entry since the pa(?soge of t*ie act of 
tbe fiwirthof Sefjtember, one thousand eight hundred and forty one, hutjiiior td 
toy settlement thereon ; and I do hereby' declare my iutentioN to daim tlie said 
tract of land as a pneemptipri right, «inder die provisions of said act of tiie fomth 
<k September, one tlKiusand eight hundred Mad forty-one. 

Given under my hand,-this J$r^ day of July, one tboosand eiglit hundred and 
/ifty. JOaN DOjfc- 

SigBodiaj^Keseiaoeof John Smith. - ^^^ 



Ko. 3.33u— Declaratory Statement for Caseist where 

the Land is not subject to Private Entry* 

If John Doc, of the city of Detroit, ie the county of Wayne; and state of 
Mii^igan, being, A:c. [as m Nos. IIH. and lt?2^, have, on the^rs^ day (^4Jctober, 
one thousand eight bundred. and f^fy^ settled aad improved the vertheast quar- 
ter of section JiiMnber'^/f, in township nunther eighi norfh^ cf range number six 
east, in the district of lands subject to sale at the laM-o^c^ ftt Detroit, and oon- 
taitting one hundred and sixt^ acres, which land has nst yet been offered at 
public sale, and thus rendered subject to private entry ; and I do hereby declare 
my iaieatioa (0 4daiffi tbojaid' tcact 4^ laad aa' a |»re-emptioa ri^ht, uadoc tbe 
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provisions of raid act of the fourth of September, one thousand e2ig:ht hnndred 
£>rty-one. 

Given under mv hand, this tenth day of Octdber, one thousand ei^ht handretfl 
wmdj^ty. JOHN DOB. 

Signed in presence of John Smith. 



No. 134.— AfBldavit required of Fre-*emption Claim- 
ant. 

I, John Doe, claiming the right of pre-emption under the provisions of the act 
of Congress, entitled "An act to appropriate the proceeds of the saAsof the pnb>- 
lie land^ and to grant pre-emption rights/*^ approved September 4, 1841, to the 
northwest quarter of section number two, of township nnmber six north, of 
range number two west, safaject to sale at (ykicago, do solemnly swear \or affirm^ 
as ike case may he\, that I have never had the benefit of any right of pre-emp- 
tion under this act ; that I am not the owner of three hdndred and twenty acres 
of land in any ^ate or .territory of the United States, nor have 1 settled upon and 
improved said land to sell the same oil specnfation, but' in good faith to appropri- 
ate it to mry own exclasive use and benefit ; and that I have not, directly or indi^ 
rectly, made any agreement or contract, in anj way or manner, with any person 
or persons whatsoever, by which the title which I may acquire from the goveri>- 
xnent of the United States sboold enure, in whole or in part, to the benefit of anjr 
person except myself. JOHN DOE. 

1, John Smith, refrister [or Jqhn Jones, receiver], of the Tand-office at Chp- 
tago, do hereby certify tbat the above affidavit was taken and subscribed befoie 
me, iiais Jirst AAy of Novemberf one thousand eight hnndred and fifip. 

JOHN QhilTH, JRegister. 
Or, JOHN JONES, Receiver. 

No. 135. — ^Form of A£Bdavit to be filed in Cases; 

vnder the Act of the ith of September^ 1841, where the Settler 
shall have died before proving up and entering his Claim, 

I John DoEj[e9:ecvtorof the estate of Rich \ni> Roe, or administrator -of th^ 
estate of Richard Roe, or one fff the neirs ofRiCHAKD Roe, ^ged forty vearg^ 
as the case may be], do ^eranty swear \or affirm, as^ the case may ^e], that, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, the said Richard Roe, who was a setUer 
on ^e north haff of the northeast quarter of. section number seven, of townshif^ 
Butiiber three north, of range nnmber one east, subject to sale at Chicago, has 
never bad the benefit of any right of pre-emption, undc^r the act entitled "An 
actio appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to granl pre- 
emptioB rights," approved September 4, T841 ; that he Was not, at the time of his 
death, |he owner oi&ree hundred and twenty acres of land in any state or terri- 
tory of the United States ; that he did not settle upon and improve the above 
tract of land on speculation, but in good faith to appropriate it to his own exdo- 
aive use and benefit ; and that he has not, dn*ect)y or indirectly, made any agree- 
ment or contract, in any way or manner, with any person or persons whatsoever* 
by which the title which he might have acquired from the government of the 
United States should enure, in whole or in part, to the benefit of any persoa 
^cept himself. JOHN DOB. Executor,. 

\Pr adminisiraior, or ene of the heirs of Richard Roe, eu the ease mayi 5e]« 

I, John Smith, register [or John Jones, receiver) cf the land-office at Ch^ 
eago, do hereby certify that the above affidavit was taken and subscribed before 
ne, tid» fifth day f/[£kc$mber^ one tboosand «ight Hundred. and Jifty. 

JOHN SMITH, Register^ 
Or JOHN JONBfi, ieemttr 
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MILITARY BOUNTY LAJTD-BILL. 

On the 28th September, 1850, Congress passed an aet granting bounty land to eertain oflt 
ten and soldiers who have been engaged in the military service of the United Stales, of 
to Ibeir widows >or minor children. To mable the numeroas class who are affected by tto 
privileges of the law, to avail themselves of its benefits, we insert the law with the iastnio* 
tioiis and forms issaed by the department for its execution. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotue of Bepretentattvee qf the UnUed Bttdm qf AmeHem im 
Congren cueemUed^ That each of the surviving, or the widow or minor chv^reB of deceased 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers, musicians, or privates, whedier of regulani, 
volunteers, rangers, or militia, who performed military service in any regiment, company. 
. or detachment, m the service of the United States, in the war with Oireat Britain, declared 
by the United Stales on the eighteenth day of June, eighteen hundred and twelve, or in any 
Of the Indian wars since seventeen hundred and ninety^ and each of tlie commissioned 
officers who was engaged in the military service of the United States in the late war with 
Mexico, shall be entitled to lands as follows : Those who engaged to serve twelve months, 
or during ohe war, and actually served nine montiis, shall receive oM hundred and sixtr 
acres ; and those who engaged to serve six months, and actually servibd four months, shiul 
receive eisrhty acres ; and those who enga^ied to serve for any, or an indefinite period, 
and actually served one month, shall receive forty acres : Provided. That whenever any 
officer or soldier was honorably discharged in consequence of disability in the service be- 
fore the expiration of his period of service, he shall receive the amount to which be wonld 
have been entitled If tie bad served the fail period for which he had engaged to serve : 
Provided, The person so having tieen in service shall not receive said lands, or any part 
fliereof, if it shall appear by the muster-rolls of bis regiment or corps that be deserted, or 
'Was dishonorably discharged from service, or if he has received or is entitled to any mili- 
tary land bounty under any act of Congress lieretofore passed. 

Sbct. 2. An^ be it farther enacted. That the period dunng which any officer or soldier 
may have remained in captivity with the enemy shall be estimated and added to the period 
of nis actual service, and the person so detained ia captivity shall.teceive land under the 
provisions of this act in the same manner that he would be entitl^in case he had entered 
the service for the whole term made up by the addition d^the time of bis captivity, and 
hsd served during such term. 

Sect. 3. Andhe it further enacted^ That each commissioned and non^:ommissioned officer, 
musician, and private, for whom provision is made by the first section liereof, shall receive 
SI certifi«i£e or warrant from Uie department of the interior for the quantity of land to which 
he may be entitled, and which may be located by the warrantee, or his heirs-at-law, at 
any land-office of toe United States, in one body, and in. conformity to the leeal subdivis- 
ions of the public lands, upon any of the public lands in such distr^t then subject to pri- 
vate eiitry ; and upon the remm of such certificate or warrant, with evidence of toe location 
thereof having been legally made, to the general land-office, a patent shall be issued therefor. 
In the event of the death of any commissioned or non-commlliioned officer, musician, or 
private, prior or subsequent to the passage of this act, who .shall have served as afore- 
said, and who shall not have received bounty land for said Services, a like certdicate or 
warrant shall be issued in favor and enure to ttie benefit of his widow, who shau receive 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, in case her husband was killed in battle, tai not to her 
heirs: Provided, She is unmarried at t^e date of her application: Provided fm^t^er, That 
■o land warrant issued under the provisions of this act sbsU be laid upon ai^ laJAd of the 
United States to which there shadl be a pre-emption right, or upon which there shall be an 
actual settlement and cultivation, except with the consent of such settler, to be-satisIhGtorUy 
proven to the proper land-officer. 

Sect. 4. And be it further enacted. That all' sales, Mortgages, letters of attorney, or other 
faistruments of writing going to affect the title or claim to any warrant or certificate 
issued, or to be issuec^ or any land granted, or to be granted, under the provi^ipns of this 
act, made or executed prior to the issue, shall be null and void to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever; nor shall such certificate or warrant, or the land obtained thereby, be in any 
wise affected by, or charged with, or sabject to, the payment of any debt or claim incur- 
red by such officer or soldier prior to the issuing of the patent : Provided, That the benefits of 
this act shall not accrue to any person who is a member of the present Gonrress : Provided 
fttrfficr. That it shall be the duty of the commissioner of the general land-office, under such 
regulations as may be prescril>ed by the secretary of the interior, to cause to be located, 
firee of expense, any warrant which tlie holder may transmit to the general land-office 
for that purpose, in such state Aid land-district as the said holder or warrantee may desig- 
nate, anoupon good farming land, so iar as the same can be ascertained from die maps, piats, 
and field.notes of the surveyor, or from any other information in the pof*f •'"®" ®» ™* 
local oflTce ; and upo» the location being made, as aforesaid, the secrets^ ■h*'{ca«TO a pa^ 
ent to be transmitted to such warrantee : And provided further, That "<> patent^^under 
Ibis act shaU be delivered upon any power of attorney 2L»»222£!2S2&eSiL2ySJl 
sage of this act ; and that aa fttch poVW of atftwney Of Nn««««» >»• <^^ 
•d M null and toifi. 
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INSTRUCTIONS AND FO^HS FOR OBTAIN 

TbefoUowlng faistructions and forms nre to be observed b; 
office for boaii^ land. Tbeforms and modes of proof have 
and every faciluv will be afforded to applicants to establlsl 

of service hard oeen prepared from uie rolls on file in t — 

order that those who have not received dischargee, or ha^ 
be disappointed in obtaining their just reward. The fran 
aeainst the arts and devices of agents who will seek to 
tuning th6 land in order to enhance their own charges, 
among the archives of the country. In nine cases out of 
be of the identity of the applicant, or of marriage and ' ' 
are facts readily proved, ana, therefore, the difficulties w 
The policy of tnis law in all its provisions is to discour 
•oldiera, and lAd them in obtaining all its advantages with 

In every application (pr tiie beneBt of the act aforesa. 
▼inr officer or aoldier himself, or by his widow or minor ( - 
fmrnr oath, must be made as nearly accordin^^ to the foL 
the case will admit. 

Such declaration and all affidavits must be sworn to befb 
other officer authorized to administer oaths for general purp> 

The official character and signature of the magistrate wbc. 
be certified by the clerk of the proper court of record of } 
court. Such certificate mwU accompany every oa$e. 

In every instance where the certificate of the certif]ring c 
p^r. is not written on the same sheet of paper which conta 
autnenticaled, the certificate must be attached thereto by t 
and, the ends uf which must pass under the official sealt 
flrom being improperly attached to the certificaxe. 

The thira section, in express terms, only provides for t 
the law. Thus, the right to locate not being given to an a. 
well saj that no assignments made prior to location will be : 

The fourth section declares all sales, &c., going to affect 

or to be granted, " prior to the issue," shall be null and vo 
tibe land located shall not be cha>ged with or subject to any d 
the issuing of the patent" It thus appears clear that it was 
the claim of the soldier or his heirs should continue fr< 

branee until after the ietue of the patent^ and thu^ relieve tli 

growing out of conflicting claims under alleged asaignmeut 

The object of the law is to confer the right to the land itsel , - ^ ....-- ..^ 

After that purpose is efibcted, it is of course competaat for uie grantee to dispose of it aa 
be may thmk proper. 

As numerous inquiries have been directed to the fbllowing points. It may be well to state: 

1. That where the service has been rendered by a cuftstttole, he is the person entitled to 
ttie benefit of the law, ^d not his employer. 

2. That the widow of a soldier who has rendered the service required bv the law iseotif 
tied to bounty land, ))ro^ed she was a wi4ow at the passage of the law, although she may 
have been married a sec<Hid time : but if not a widow at mat time, the benefit of the act 
enures to the minor childuMi of toe deceased soldier. 

3. That no person who has received or is entitled to bounty land under a prior law^ i« en- 
titl^dto the benefit of the act of the 28th of September, 1850. 

4. That no soldier is entitled to more than one warrant under tiiis act, although bo 
may have served several terms ; but where a soldier has served several terms, he will 
receive a warrant fbr the greatest quantity of land to which those several terms, conaoU- 
dated, will entitle himf 

Applicants for boanty land, or for information in relation thereto, an requested to addrata 
their fommunicatioitt on that subject to the *.< Commissioner of Pensions" direct Th«ir 
transmission througb'tbe department of the interior proper imposes on it a very great and 
unnecessary amount of 4abor, and the additional examination tney must thereby necessarily 
undergo only creates delay, and increases their liability to be lost or mislaid. Whenever 
new qu^tioDs arise under the law, the decisioQ of the department will be commnnicaiiBd 
to the commissioner. 

If any officer or soldier who would be entitled to bounty land under said act, if living, haa 
died, leaving no widow who still survives him, but leaving a child or children under the age 
of majority ,.at the time of the passage of said act, such minor child or children are entitled 
to tliei^ame quantity of land that the father would he entitled to if living. 

In such case, the gvardUin of such minor child or children must make a declaration aa 
nearly corresponding with the fbregoing forms as the nature of the case will admit He 
must state the time of the father's death; the fact that no widow survives him: and muat 
state the name or namet, and eraet ajge, or OAfet of his surviaing minor child or children. 

This declaration must be accompanied by eati^factory proof of the father's death, that 
no widow survives him ; of the •ages of the minor children ; of his own anpointment, by 
competent authority, as guardian. If there isany>V»niZy r«n>r(2, showing tue ages of the 
children, it, or a certified copy of tfie same, should be forwarded, with the affidavit of some 
disinterested person, proving the genuineness of tti6 original, and that the copy certified it • 
true and correct copy of it. 
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Boineslitad-Zia:e(iii^o& Law, 

^KOM md after ihe tint d«y of Jannftrr, A. D., 1853, ttie tani]y hoinectiMd of the betd of 
^Dach family shall tie exempt from tfttacnment tlid levy or •ate<ia exeeution on any judgt' 
ment rendered an any canae of action accniinff aAar the takinsreCect of tliia act^ provided 
«uch homeatead abul not -exceed in Takie five fanndred dtNlara. Such hoaneatead aball 
ciot be eaieta in tto hands of an adaainisiralor fbr the payment of debts, nor sabject to 
the laws »r diatribntien or derise, ao lonar aa the widawr «t. minor clitldren, or any or 
4eil2ier of 'ttiein, aball accosythe aame; and «e release ^n* waiter of sucii exemption shall 
be valid unless made by oeed executed hy the fausltand and wife, with all ttie Kinaalitiea 

lof real eataie; or if the wife be dead, MBdlhera bm 



required by law for the oonveyanoe- 

(minor ohildreA, by such deed executed by tiie iMMband, with the conaent of dM ja4|fe of 

probate for the county in wbioh the land k, iadors^d •■ said deed. 

Such exeaaptiOB sKaH extend to any interest which the debtor may own in sueli hom«* 
vtead, and to any interest in any buildmgoocapied hy him as a booaesiaad, sCa»diag'On land 
tiot owned by han to ap amnuot not eaoeedipgfiTe himdrad dollars. 

The sheriff execaiink sny wT\t of execution, founded on any iudiinBent «ich aa is men- 
tioned above, on appiicaricm of the debtor or hw wife, if such debtor aball iiKwe a family, 
«nd if the lands ana tenumenta afooat tu be levied -on, or any part 'there<if,'AaU 'be <b0 borne- 
«tead or estate theaeof, shell caaaa a homiMtead suck aa the detitor may select* not exreed- 
iag five hundred dollars in vaHm, to be set off to the debtor in tlie manner follewingr, to wit: 
tie sbaM cattaeChMeamiiaisers Co be appoialed, oae t^ ilie<oi«ditor. one by the debtor, and 
one by himself, who aball be discreet and diaintereated anea, restdenfa in the county, and 
«hall be aiwom by^a. jusftce^of -the i>eace iHGpattialt|y «a appr«iae and set off by metea and 
4>oand8 a tliomeateedof the eatate.of die debtor, aucfa as lie may select, not exceedlar fSva 
fanndred dollars in vadue^ and the aet^jff and assiKument aotn^de as aforesaid l>y the ap- 
praisers shall be returned by the^ierifi; along witn the writ, (k>r record in oevrt.; wid if n» 
complaint shall be made by either party, no further procaediaga rfadl "be had afEa>iMt tho 
iiomestead ; ixit the remainder of tlie deMot^s l|uid «ad tanemeBiav if any more he shall 
4iave, shall be liable to levy or sale oa execatioB in the aamemanner aa heretofore provided 
3>y law^ provided thatupuM good caaaeabowtt,4beoourtout of which the writ issued may 
y>rder a re^ppraisevienl aad re-aasignaeat of tfaeJhomestead, either by the same appraisera 
«r others appoioted by th^^ourt, and tunder such instructions as the cdurt may give; and 
«i\ch appraisement shall be made and returned to said eoart as aforesaid. 

"Wht^ tlie fauaaeslead 4»f any beadof a family, being «<dtrt>ter io exectft^n, Wbsll «od8M 
of a bouse, or a house aad lot of land, which la the eplaion of the appraisera can not ba 
divided withont injary aad inoenvenience, they si lall meke aad sign an appraisal of iha 
«rbole value tliereof, and deliver the same lo ebe officer iMvmg lite -executioa, who shaU 
deliver a copy ihereof to llie execation<d^btoc, «r a^me meaoberof kis family of sufficient 
age to understand the nature tiiereo<; witU a notice thereof attaK;hed« tiialvnless the exectt- 
tiun-debtor shall |>ay tosaid officer rite i«rp)n8<over nad above the 6ve faandred dirllara, 
within aixry days tbttreafter^ -said premises wiU <be sold^ aad ia case such surplus shall not 
t>e paid witliin tlieaaid soEiy dt^ys it shiUl -be lawAU for the officer to advertise and sell the 
«ame at auetioa.by postin^t up netioesef the lime and place of sale, with a description of 
msB premises, in two or more of Ike -most public places m the town where the same is sttu- 
«te, and « like notice ia ilienezt adjoininj^ town, thirty days prior to the sale{ aad out (if 
4Uie proceeds of stich sale tm p^y Che said exeeutioU'debtor, with the written ■consent (^'hia 
v^ife, tlie sum of five huadrea dodans; provided, however, if tiie wife of such debtor shall 
oot consent to sncU p^nient, ttie slieriff or officer hay tag sach proceeds shall deposite said 
«uip of ifivie bandred dollars in some savjn»!s inaritatk^n in this :Aate, to the credit pf said 
idebtor and wjfe;; and ihe suaw m»y be withdrawn tlierefrom «n!y by the Joint itr^r of the 
liasbaBd aad wife, or by vie sarviver in<caaeone shoald decease f and ttieanme sball ba 
•exempt front attachineitt and levy of execation lor the term of one year frum4ke time it 
«hall be paidordaposlied as H|(>re6aid. And tneaaidatieriir or officer siiall apply (he bnlanco 
of Buid proceeds on the exeoation, or so much theaeof aa shaH be necessary to satisl^ tiia 
«anie : pri*vided that ao sach sale shall be madevnless a gveaterafim tkaa Ifirve bandred dol- 
lars snail lie bid tlieret'or, ia which case the officer shall retora ^e execution for want of 
property, with -a certificate tiiereoa of his proceedings. 

The proves oas aif ibis act shnM not extend to any jndjfment rendered on any ceatraot 
made liefore tlie tadKin;£«flect of this act»or jjudirment readf^edon any note ot atortjfaga 
«xecnred 'by tlie dtft)ior andihia wife, mir aay-chiiei for labor less than one twadred dollara, 
tior to impair the liea by mortirau'e of the vender for the parciiase-woaey of the Itowestead 
in question, «er qf aiiy mechanic or other persoa,«Hder any staUtte of this atate, for any debt 
contrHcted for or m aid of the erecUon of the buHdings, nor from the jpaynent of taxea 
due itRsraon. •• 

No conveyance ef alienation by the baaband of any property exempt and set off as afore- 
aald, shall be valid unless fiiewife Join in tlie deed of conveyance j provided, bowever, 
that sach Imsband may wiwoat the consent of Ida wiifb, moituage aaeh bomestesd, at tba 

time ''of the purchase ttereof, for tlie payment of tlie ptiFchuse-money. . ...j_ . . 

' The piovtsione of this act aiiall not be ao oonstrued as to afieat any proper^ tn»'*uirmaj 
INirchaeed by the debtor, wlien in insolvent -cwcuiastaaceai 
a^w HaMPSHlftC, tfgpr9vedjQ\j i, 1S51. 
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Homestead BzemptioiL 

A LOT of land, dwelliiig-hotite and oat-buildings th&'eon, or «o much thexi^f a« iball 
not exceed five hundred aollars in value — ^the property of a householder in actual poa* 
session tbercof->-exempted from any debt contracted after January Ist, 1850. 

The widow and minor children of any person deceased who held property thus ex- 
empted, may continue to hold the exempted premises during the minority of such chil- 
dren, or while said widow remains unmarried ; and the exempted property shall not be 
sold during such minority, or while such widow remains unmarrfed,. for the payment 
of any debt contracted prior to January Ist, 1850. 

Exemptions under this act shall not operate to defeat the liens of mechanics, as proTl> 
ded on ttie statutes. 

Hie head of any family, or any householder, wishing to avafl himself of the benefits 
of this act^ may file a certificate by him signed, declaring such wish, and describing the 
property, with the regist^ of deeds, in the county where the same Is situate; and 
upon recetving the fees now allowed for recording deeds, such r^^ter shall record the 
same in a book kept for that purpose : and so much of the property as does not exceed 
tlie Talue aforesaid, shall be for ever exempt trom liability for any debt contracted by 
such householder after the date of the recording of the certificate ; and the record in 
said register's office shall be prioM facie ePridence that the certificate punporting to be 
there recorded, was mad^ signed, and filed, as appears upon such record. And upon 
being recorded as aforesaid, the property as' described in the first section of this act 
■hall be exempted within the provisitsis thereof. 

When property, exempted as aforesaid, is claimed by a creditor to be of greater ralue 
tiian five hundred dollars, it may be seized on execution, and the appraisers shall first 
set ofif such part of the property as the debtor may select, and if he neglects so to do^ 
tiie officer may select for him to the value of five hundred dollars, by metes and bounds ; 
and shall then appraise and set ofi* to the creditor^ in manner now prescribed by law, 
tiie remfdnder, or so much thereof as may be necessary to satisfy siteh execution : 
and the appraisers shall be sworn accordingly^ and the Officer shall make retom of 
his domgs thereon. 



Mechanics' LieiL 

Ant ship carpenter, calker, blacksmith, joiner, or other person, ^who shall perfonn 
labor or famish materials for or on account of any vessel building or strading on the 
stocks, or under repairs after having been launched, shall have a hen on such vessel for 
hfe wages or materials, until fbur days after such vessel is launched or such repairs 
afterward have been completed *, and may secure the same by an 'attachment on said 
vessel within that period, which fsball have precedence of all other attachments. 

In case any such creditor rtiall demand or claim more for his said services performed 
or materials furnished as-^ aforesaid than is just- and reasonable; the owner, agent, or 
contractor, may tender the full, fair, and just balance to such claimant, and such tender 
shall, if refused, absolutdy discharge the liien on such vessel. 

Any person who shall perform labor or furnish materials for erecting, altering, or 
repairing any bouse or other building or appurtenances, or furnish labor or materials 
for the wove purposes by virtue of any contract wfth the owner thereof, shall have a 
lieik to secure the payment of the same, upon such house or building, and the lot of 
land on which the same inlands, and upon the ilght of redeeming the same when under 
mortgage ; uid such lien shal!l continue in force for the space of ninety days from the 
time when such payment becomes due, notwithstanding the decease of any such debtor 
smd the representation of his estate as insolvent And the adniinistrator or executor of 
any insolvent estate shall, upon citation, be holden to answer to any action brought upoii 
a claim secured by such lien. 

Bach person may secure the ben<^fit of such lien by an attachment of such house or 
building, land, or right of redemption, witMn the said ninety days ; and such attach- 
ment shall have precedence of all other attachments not made under any such lien. 

When the debtor shall tender to the creditor the sum justly due to him> as aforesaid, 
such lien shall cease. In case of the death of any person owing a debt secured by a 
lien in the manner above copteinplated, within the ninety days mentioned therdn, and 
before the comniencement of the action mentioned above, then a further time of sixtvr 
days from and after an appointment of an adminietrator or executor, apd notice thereof 
given, shall be allowed in which to continence said actioui and -such lien shall continue 
m force diuring said sixty days. ,. «„ 

When any lot or parcel of land, or any millrprivilege, may be leased for the purpose 
of having a house, shop, mill, or other building, erected or placed thereon, «»<» »f»t i« 
wteryed in the leasee all the buildings erected as Aforesaid, togetiier wifli aU the interest 
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which the lessee before hiid or miiy bsye in the premises, by force of such lease, shall 
remain liable to be attached by any euch lessor or his assignee, to secure tlie rent dne 
on such l«afie, notwithstanding any previous transfer of property by the lessee, provi- 
ded sucli attachment be made within six months from the time snch rent becomes due. 

Every person in whose name any merchandise shall be sbipued, shell be deemed the 
true owner tliereof, so far as to entitle the consignee of such merchandise to a lien 
thereon for any moneys advanced or negotiable security given by snch consignee to 
and for the use of the person in whose name such shipment shall have been made, nnd 
for any money or negotiable security received by the person in whose name the ship> 
ment shall have been made, to and for the use oi any such consignee. 

^ Any person who is entitled to receive annual compensation for damages sustaired to 
his iana by the overflowing of a milldam, shall have a lien dierefor from the time of the 
institotUMU of the original complaint, on the mill and milldam, with the appurtenances, 
and the land under and adjoining the same, and used therewith, provided ttmt it shsU 
sot extend to anv sum due more tnan three years before the commencement of die action. 

If the demandant in a writ of entry shall claim an estate for life only in the premises, 
and if he shall pay any sum allowed to the tenant for improvements, he or his execu- 
tors or administrators, at the termination of his estate, shall be entitled to receive of the 
remainder man, or reversioner the value of such improvements as they then exist and 
shall have a lien therefor, and he may keep possessiont thereof accordingly till the same 
be paid. 



Chattel Mortgages. 

No mort^gage of personal property, made since the twenty-fourth day of April, cue 
thousand eight hnnared and tmrty-nine, or that shall be made hereafter, where the debt 
thereby secured amoimts to more tiian the sum of thirty dollars, shall be valid against 
any other persons than the parties thereto, unless possession of the n^^r^age^ property 
be deliven^d to and retained by the mortgagee, oi* unless the mortgage has been or shall 
be recorded by the clerk of the town where the morgagcr resides ; and if such mort* 
gagee resides in any unincorporated place, the mortgage shall be recorded in that incor- 
porated town which may be nearest to the place where such mortgager resides. 

Persona] property mortgaged may be redeemed by \he lawful .claimant at any tinae 
tvitiiin sixty days after breach of condition, unless the property has been sold, ia porsu- 
Bnce of the contract of the parties, or on execujion for debt of mortgager. 

Upon tender of lawful amount, if the property is not returned, the party entitled to 
redeem may replevin. 



Law regnlaldiig Contracts. 

No action shall be brought and maintained in any of the following cases :— 

1. ToHcharge an executor or^ administrator, upon any special promise, to ansiver dam- 
ages out of b}s own estate : 2. To charge any person, upon any special promise, to an- 
8WW for the debt, default, or misdoings, of another : 3. To charge any person upon 
an agreement made in consideration of marriage: 4. l^on any contract for the sale 
of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or of any interest in or concerning them : 
5. Upon any agreement that is not to be performed within one year from the making 
thereof; unless the promise, contract, or agreement, upon which such action shall be 
brought, or some memoranduiti or note thereof, shall be in writing, and be signed l^ 
tbeparty to be charged therewith, or by some person thereunto lawfully authorized. 

The consideration for the agreement need not be expressed in the writing. 

No action shall be brought to charge any person, upon or by reason of any representa- 
tion or assurance made concerning the charaeter, conduct, credit, ability, trade, or deal- 
ings, of any other person, ui^less such representation or assurance shall be made in 
wiriting, and signed by the party to be charged thereby* or by some person thereunto 
by him lawfully authorized. 

No contract for the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise, for the price of thir^ 
dollars or more, shall be allowed to be good, unless the purchaser shall accept part of 
the goods so sold, and actually receive the same, or give something in earnest to bind 
the bargain, or in part payment, or some note or memorandum in writing, of the said 
bargain, be made and 6u;ned.by the party to be charged, or by his agent, wereimto 1^ 
him lawfully aoflioxizea. 
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Limitation of Actions. 

Tux followliig actions shall be commenced' within six yetan next after the cmife of 
•ction shall acCinie, and not aitcrward, namely : — 

1. All actions of debt, f cnmded upon any contract or liability, not under seal, except 
Buch as are brought upon a judgment or decree of some court of record of the Unitvd 
States, or of this, or some other of the United States, or of tome justice of the pence in 
tills 5tate. 2. All actions upon judgments rendered in any court, not being a court of 
record, except justices of the peace in this stated 3. All actions for arrears of rent, 
i. All actions of assumpsit, or upon the case, founded on any contract or. liability, ex- 
press or implied. 5. All actions for waste, and all actions of tt-espasa on land, and all 
actions of trespass, except those of trespass for assault, battery, and false imprison- 
ment. 6. All actiotis of replevin, and other actions for taking, detaining, or injuring 
goods or chattels. 7. All ouier actions on the case, except actions for slanderous worda 
' and for libels. 

All actions against a sheriff, except for the escape of prisoners committed on execu* 
tion, for the negligence or misconduct of his deputies, shall be commenced within four 
years next after the cause of action shall accrue. 

All actions of assault And battery and for false imprisonment, and all actions for slan- 
derous words and for libels, shall be commenced within two years next after the cause 
of action shall accrue. 

All actions for the escape of prisoners committed on execution shall be commenced 
within one year next after the cause of action shall accrue. 

No scire facias shall be served on bail, unless within one year next after judgment 
rendered against the principal. 

All actions against an endorser of a writ must be commenced within one year next 
sfter judgment entered in the original action. 

None of the foregoing provisions shall apply to any action brought upon a promissory 
note which is signed in the presence of an attesting witness, uor to an action brought 
upon any bills, notes, or othec evidences of debt, issued by any bank. 

In all actions of debt or asiftumpsit brought to recover the balance due upon a mutaal 
and open account, the cause of action ^ul be- deemed to have accrued at the.time of 
the last item proved in such account 

If any person entitled to bring any of the before-mentioned actions, shall, at the time 
when the cause of action accrues, be a minor, a muried wc»nan, insane, imprisoned, or 
without the limits of the United States, such person may bring the actions within the 
umee respectively limited, after the disability shall be removed. 

All personal actions on any contract not limited by any of the foregoing sections, or any 
other law of the state, ah^ be brought within twenty years after the accruing of the 
cause of action. 

When a writ ahaU fail of a suflScient service or netum, by any unavoidable accident^ 
or by the default or negligence of any officer to whom it was delivered or directed; or 
when such writ shall be M)atedf or the action otherwise avoided and defeated, for any 
matter of form, or by the death of either party ;*or if a judgnoent for the plaintiff shall 
be reversed On a writ of error, in such case the plaintiff may commence a new action 
on the same demand within six months after the abatement or determination of the 
original suil^ or reversal of judgment in the same ; and if the cause of action by law 
•orvivea, his executor or administrator, in case of hia death, may commence such new 
action within said six months. 

No action shall be maintained against aily person as surety in a replevin bond, unless 
the writ be served on him within one year after the final judgment in the action of 
replevin. 

In suits by aliens, the time of continiiance.of war between. the United States and the 
country of which such alien is the subject is not deemed a part of the time limited for 
the commencement of any of the before-mentioned actions. 

In actions of debt or upon the case founded upon any contract, no acknowledgment 
or promise shall be allowed as evidence, of a new or continning contract, whereby to 
tike any case out of the operations of the provisions qf [these limitations], or to deprive 
any party of the benefit thereof^ unless such acknowledgment or promise be an express 
one, and. made or contained in aome writing signed by the party chargeable thereby. 

If there are two or more joint contractors, such acknowledgment or promise, made 
or signed by one or more, shall not deprive the other joint-promissor oi the benefit of 
the limitation. , "" . 

If, at the time when any cfiuse of action mentioned in this act shall accrue eLgabaet any 
person, he shall be out of the state, the action may be commenced within the time herein 
1ln.ited therefor, after such person shall come into the state ; and if, after ""^jf*]?^- • 
action shall have accrued, the person against whom it shall have accrued shall "VPz^* 
from and reside without the state, time of his absence shall not be taken aa ww part 
ot the time limited for the conuuencement of the action. - 
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Real Acnom mtd Riaim or Entry.^No person sfanJl commeBce iDyreal ormixed 
action for the recorerj of lande, or make an entry thereon, unless widiin twenty years 
after die right to make such entry, or hriag such sction, first accrued, or witfam twenty 
year»«fterlie or those under or from whom he claims, and shall have been seized or 
possessed of the premises, except as hereinafter provided. 

If such ri|;ht or title first accrued to an ancestor or predecessor of the person who 
orings tiie action or makes the entry, or to any other person fr(Hn, by, or under whom 
he (^ims, the said twenty years shall be computed from the time when the right or 
tide so first accrued to such ancestor, predecessor, or other person. 

If any minister, or other sole corporation, shall be disseized, any of his successors 
may enter upon the premises, or may bring an action for the recovery of them at anr 
time within five years after the death, resignation, or removal of the person disseized, 
notwithstanding the twenty years after the disseizin shall have expired. 

If, at the time when such right of entry or of action upon or for any lands shall first 
accrue, the person entitled to such entry or action shall be within the age of twenty-one 
years, or a married woman, insane, imprisoned, or absent from the United States, such 
person, or any one claiming from, by, or under him, may make the eotry or bring tha 
action at any time within ten years after such disability shall be removed, notwithstand- 
■Bg the twenty years b^ore limited in that behalf shall have expired. 

No real or mixed actions for the recovery of lands shall be commenced by or on be> 
half of the state, unless within twenty years fromund after the day on which this act 
Shan become a law, or widiin twentf yeara next after the tuooe of the accruing of the 
tide to the state. 

Ko perscHi shall acquire any right or privilege of way. air, or light, or any other case- 
ment, from, in, upon, or over the land of another, by the adver:«e use and enjoyment 
d»ereo( unloa aucfa use shall have been continuod uninterrupted for twenty year.>>. 

No action for the recoTPry of any estate, sold under license by an executor, adrainis- 
tmtor, or guardian, shall be maintHined by any heir, or other person claiming under the 
deceased testator or intestate, unless it be commcDced witbiti five yeari* next after the fale. 

No real or mixed acdon for the recovery of any lands in this state shall be commenced 
or maintained against any person ra possession of such lands, w.here such person or 
thi}^ under whom he claims have been in actual possession for mure than forty years, 
and claiming to bold the same in liis or their own ricrht — and which poaseeaion shall 
have been aaverse, open, peaceable, notorious, and exclusive. 



Collection of Debts. 

Arkkst.— No person shall be arrested on mesne process on any suit brought on any 
contract, express or implied, or brought on any judgment founded on such contract^ 
except as provided in the foUowing section : — 

Any person, whedier a resident within this state or not, may be arrested andheld to 
bail, or committed to prison on mesne process jon any contract, expressed or implied, 
when the sum demanded amounts to ten dollars, or on a jud^ent founded on contract 
when the debt originally recovered and still remaining due is ten dollars or more, ex- 
clusive of interest on such judgment, when he is -about to depart and reside beyond the 
limits of this state, with property or means exceeding the amount required fur his own 
immediate support, provided that the creditor, bis agent or attorney, «hall make oath, 
before a jastice of the peace, to be certified by such justice on the said process, that he 
he has reason to believe, and does believe, that such debtor is about to depart and reside, 
and to take with him property or means as aforesaid, and that the demand in the said 
proccpa, or the principal part thereof, amountit;^ to at least ten dollars, is due to him. 

in all actions not founded on contract, or on a judgment on such contract, the original 
writ or process shall run against the body of the defendant, and he may be thereon 
arrested and imprisoned, or he may gi^e baJL 

Attachment.— All goods and chattels may be attached and held as security to satiffy 
the judgment for damages and costs, which die plaintiflf may recover, except such a« 
from dieir nature and "situation have been considered as exempted from attachment 
according to the principles of the common law, as adopted and practised in this stat^ 
and such as are ex* mpt from levy or sale on execution. 

All real estate which is liable to be taken in execution may be attached on 
process, and held as security for the purpose aforeasid. 
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Deeds. 

It is necessary that tiiey be sealed with a seal in this state, but there need be onhf ona 
attesting witness, nor need the wife of the grantor be separately examined. Titey shuuld 
be acknowledged and immediately recorded. 

AcKNOWLKDomcNT. — The acknowledgment may be made before any justice of the 
peace in this state, or any justice of the peace, magistrate, or notary public, i^ithin the 
United States, or any commissioner appointed for that purpose by the goTemot of this 
Btate, or before any minister or consul of the United States or notary public in any for- 
eign country. 

Form of Acknotpledgment* 

State of Maine, ? 

County of Uneoln^ $"' Batik, Jmnuary 14, 3851. 

Before me then personally appeared Jobn Dok and Susan hU vife, in the forrgoin^ 
instrument named, and acknowledged that they did sign and seal ihe same as their free 
•ct and deed. 

JOHN JQNES, JusOds of the Peace. 



Rights of Married YTometL 

A^inr married woman may become seized or possessed of any property, real or per- 
sonal, by direct bequest, demise, gift, purchase, or distribution, in her own name And 
as of her own property ; provided it shall be made to appear by such married wonian, 
in any issue touchinsr the validity of her title, that the same does not in any way come 
from the husbnnd after coverture. 

Hereafter, when any woman possessed of property, real or personal, shall marry» 
such property shall continue to her, notwithstanding her coverture ; and she shall have, 
hold, and possess the same, as her separate proper^, exempt from any liability for tiio 
debts or contracts of her husbnnd. 

Any married woman pof>sessing property by virtue of this act, may release to the hus- 
band the right of control of such property, and he may receive and dispose of the income 
ihereol^ so loner as the same shall be appropriated for this mutual benefit of the parries. 

Any married woman who is seized and possessed of property, real or personal, as 

Erovided for above, may commence, prosecute, or defend, any suit in law or equity, as 
; she were unmarried, or jointly with her husband, but the person of such married 
woman is free from arrest. In case of the decease of such married woman intestate, 
her property, real and personal, sha^l descend to her heir»— but any married woman 
may by will divide or l^queaUi any property belonging to her. 



Rate of Interest. 

Ths legal rate of interest is six per cent . If more be agreed to be taken, only iQgal 
interest can be recovered.. Usurious interest paid mfty be recovered back. 

Wills. 

La tbia state a will must be in writing, signed by thd testator, or by some person in 
bis presence and by his expi;eS8 direction, and shall be attested and subscribed in his 
presence by three credible witnesses. . . 



Form of Attestation' answering Jhr every State of the Union, 

Signed, sealed, pablished, and declared, bj the said JoHif Dos, as and 
for his last will and testament, in the presence of us, who, at the request 
of the said Joeir Dob, and in his presence and in the presence of each 
other, have hereunto subscribed our names and respective places of resi- 
dence as witnesses. 

JOHN SMtTH, Boston, 
JOHN JONES, Boston, 
DUNN BROWN, Boxbuiy, 
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towD^clerk. 

If the land on which tnch bnilding la aitnate, or to be eracted, it under mart- 
gage 5r attachment at iha titnebf filjng ibecopyoftho eontraotaa aforeaaid, mch 
nc of tbe land and balldiQg at that time. en o e  

If two or more pcraona having and) lien opon the aaoM properly, ihall aecnre 
tbe same by atlac^meac, they tball aeverally bold according to tbe priori^ of Uxdf 

If tbe owner of mch land or bnilding ahall haye fiUled to perfbnn Ida part of 
any ladi contract, hy reason whereof die other paity sfaall wilboat hia defanlt, 
have been preivnied from completing anch oontraot. ibe-lalter ahall have a lien oo 
aoch bidlding and land for aach aoio aa ia hia dae ia what be bfl duie. 

Any Hen afbreoaid may be diachai^ed at any tifoe by the pajinent or ^tender of 
Ilia atnoont dne, together with the coita of any atlachioBnt made lo aecnre tbo 

' Tbea. 
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Iiimitatioii of Actions. 

Ko action for tiie recoTery of any real estate afasll be maintunedr nfileM raeli 
■rtioa is broaglit within twenty yeans after the right first aocmed to the plahitifi^ 
or to any person under whom he clainm, to commence an action for tibe leoovQry 
tiiereoC 

If the person first entided to maintain an action for the recovery of aoch real es* 
trie was within the age of twenty-one years, a married W(nnan, or intene, at the 
time such right accraed, sndi action may be commenced within five years afier 
such disability is removed. 

Actions fat words, and for aasaalt, battery, woanding, or imj^riiomnent, shall be 
broQght within two years after the cause ot action accrued, and not afterward. 

All other personal actions shaH be broaght within six yean afier the ciinse of ac- 
tion accrued, and not afterward. 

Actions of debt founded upon any judgment or leoognlzanoe, or upon an^ cod- 
tract onder seal, may be brought within tffenty yeans alter the cause of action ac* 
cnied, and not afterward. 

Actions upon notes secnr^ by mortgage, may be brooght so long as die plam- 
tiff is entitled to commence any aption upon the mortgage. 

Writs of error may be commenced wlthih three yeaoi after judgment. ieq4exed» 
and not afterward. 

Any infant, married woman, or insane person, may commence either of the per- 
0onal actions aforesaid, within two years after -such disability is removed. 

If 'the defendant, at the time the eanse of action accmed, or afterward, was ab- 
sent firnn or t^esiding oat of die state, the time of stich absence AaR be excluded 
in the computation of the several times hef(»e limited fi>r the commenoement «f 
persona] actions. 

If judgment shell be rendered agiiinst the pltintiff in any action commenoed 
within tbe times before limfted, or upon any wnt of Qpt>r brought fiiereoo^ he may 
commence a neyr action thereon withm one year iliere»fter; in case his right ef ao 
taon is not barred by such judgment 



CoHectiott of Debttt. 

'AnfitST. — Vo female shall be arrbsted or Impriscmed npon any writ In any mn 
tioii founded on contract. 

No person ehail be liable to arreit on mesne procett in an^i^al action or actioui 
(f ejectment ' 

No person shall be airbed or imprisoned on any writ in any action fotinded on 
a contract unless the debt or damage for the recoyeiy of which such action may 
be brought exclusive ctf idl the oosts» shall exceed the sum of thirteen dollars and 
thirty -three cents. • v 

No*per8on skaH be arrested upon taav writ or execution founded on a contract 
made after the first day of March, eighteen hundred and forty-one, unless the 
plaintiff or some person in hfjs behalf oball make an aflSdavit before a justice, on 
the back of such writ, that in his belief the defendant is justly indebted to him 
in a certain sum exceeding thirteen dollars and thirty-tmee cents, and that he 
conceals his property so that no attachment or levy can be made, or there is good 
reason to believe be is about to leave the state, to avoid, the payment of his debts. 

If any person shall be committed to prison by the officer or his bail, or upon sur- 
render by his bail, he shall, unlMs he sball be nailed before the judgment, oe held 
in prison until the expiration of thirty days after tiie rcnnlition of -sach judgment 
for the plainfiffUs execution may issue npon, unless sooner leg«n> discharged. ^ 

AttachmcItt. — AU pcpperty, real and personal, which is liable to be taken m 
execntfon, may be attacn^d and held as security for the judgment the plaintifi may 
recover. 
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Chattel Mortgages. 

Possession of die nxnlgaged proper^ must be delivered to. and K^idiied by Ae 
noiteagec, or the mortga^ mturt be recorded in the office of the derk of the town 
in whioi the mortgager resides ^t the time of making the same. 

Each mortgager tind mortgagee, shall make and sabacribe an affidavit in 8Qb> 
fltence as fiallowa : — 

We severaDy swear that the fiaregoing mortgage w made lor the purpose of aeca- 
ring the dd>t specified in the condition diereof, and for no other parpose whatever, 
and that said delML was not created for the purpose of enabling the mortgager ID 
execofe said mortgage, hot js n just debt, honestly due and owing fiam Use mort- 
gager to the mortgagee. 

Every such affidavit wifli the certificate of the jnsdoe who administered the 
oadi riiaU be made npon or appoided to sach mortgage, and recorded therewith. 

No mortgager of penooal property, ^hall sell.or piedge an^ sach property, bv' 
him UM^^ed, withoot the consent of the mortgagee in writing, upon the badk 
of the nxNtgage. and on the margin of the record thereof^ in Ae office where sach 
mortgage is recorded. 

No mortgager shaO execute any second or subsequent mortgage of personal 
property, while the same is subject to n previuusly existing mortgage given oy such 
pBongBger. unless the fact of the eyistenoe of such pvavioQS mortgage is set forth 
in tfnr subsequent mortgage. 

If any mortgager ahiin be guilty of any ofl^kce qiecified in the two i»eceding 
paragraphs, he shall be pnnii^ed by fine, equal to double the value of the {noperly 
so wrongfully sold» pledged, or mortgaged, one half to the use of the party ii\|orea, 
aod the other half to the uas of the cooiAy. 



Xiaw Regolatiag Contxacto. 

> .  

No action shall be tnaintuned upon any contract for the sale of lands, unless the 
tgreement upon which such action shall be brought or some memorandum tfaereoC 
^ is in writing, and signed by the parties to be cluurged therewith, or by some odier 
?• jpersoo diereontp lawfully authorized by writing. 

No action shaiU be brought in the foDowing cases: — 

1. To diaige any executor or adminislratcir upcm any special promiae to answer 
damages out of his own estate ; 

S. To charge iny person upon any apedftl promise to answer for the debt, de- 
fault, or miscarriage V another person ; 

3. To charge any person npon an agreement made upon oooaideratiQn of mar* 
riage; 

4. To cbai^ any person open any agreement €jat is not Id be periormed within 
one year from the time of making it ; « 

Unless such promise or agreement or some memorandum or wAe thereof is ra 
writing and rigned by the party to be charged therewith, or hy some person there 
unto by him lawfully authorized. 

No action shall be brought upon any contract for the sale of any goods, wares 
or merchandise, for the price or thirty-three dollar^ or upward, and no such con* 
tract ehall be valid unless the buyer shall accept part of the proper^r so sold am^ 
actually receive the same, or give something in earnest to bind the bargain, or in 
part payment, or unless some note or memorandtun in writing of the tfedd bargain 
be made and signed bv the parties to be charged by such conUrffCtor ftfeir agenta 
thereunto lawfully authorized. 






Etcrx deed, or otiier eoBveyance of real estate fiiiall be sigrned and lealed b« 
tVe party granting the same, attested by two or mure witnesses, adkaowiedgea 
by sach grantor b^»re a justice of the peace, notary pabltc, or commissioner, or 
before a minister or consul of the United i^tates in a foreign coantry, and recorded 
«t length in the r^stry of deeds in the connty in which such lands lie. A skajCi 
AaxAd be aaed. The wife need not be separately examined. 

Form of acknowledgment the same as in Maine. 

Rights of Married 'Women. 

Whenever any married woman shafl be entitled to hold propeity in her own 
t^ht and to her separate ase, she may make coniracts, may sne and be scied in her 
own name and may dispose of ^d property, by will or otherwise, as if she wera 
sole and nnmanied ; l^ if she shall decease intestate, her husband shall be Itx- 
claded from any share in her said estate, and such estate diall be admiinstered and 
inherited in the same manner as if ^e were sole and unmarried. 

Any married woman of foil age may join with her husband in any conveyance 
of real estate, and any married woman may join with her husband in relette of 
dower, although she is not of fufi age. 

Any married woman, of the age of 21 years or upward, and o£ sane mind, who 
may be seized in her own right of- any real estate in this state, shall have power 
to give, devise, and dispose of, the same by will in writing, which will, when signed 
and sealed by the devisor, and duly attested and subscribed by three credible wit- 
nesses thereto, in her presence, and executed with the formalities now required by 
law in other cases, i^all be proved and allowed by the courts of probftte in this state* 
and shidi be ei&ctaal iii distributing the estate devised accord mg to the intention 
«f the devisor ; provided, that any such will shall in no case affect iiyurioasly the 
rights acquired by the husband in any estate so devised, by virtue of the marxiaga 
contract 

Dower. — The widow of every person deceased shall be entitled to her dower 
in the real estate of which her husband was seized during oovermre. 



Rate of Interest. 

The legal rate is six per ceztf, and if more be taken, ihe party 'fixfeiti thrae 
times the prnnnnt unlawfully takm. 

Wills. 

Wills should be m writing, signed and sealed by Uie testator or l^ nma 
person in his presence, and by ms express direction, and attested and sabicribed 
In his presence by three or more credible witnesses. 

For form of attestation, see page 163. 

15 
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SPECIAL LAVS or TERUONT. 



VERMONT. 

n adopted mS^-Sqaiue Uils, 10^313.— FopnlMloB la IBSC^ 3L3,tSL 

EscemptioiiB. 

Tberb i* sjcempled from rale cm eiecntion aoch 
nitatJe apparel, beddbg, tool*, ariDi. and irticlea at 
biuwahold lumitnre, u may be neceasajy tor aphold- 
ipslile; onecowi iJie bait iwme, or [be meat of ana 
twine; ten abeep, iDdoae7ear'iptodJ>ciof laid abeep 
in wool, yarn, or cloLb ; forage aafficieot for keeping 
not exceeding teb aheep and ooe cow tbnmgh ona 
winter; ten corda of firewood ; five .baiiiela of grain ; 
twenty boahela of polatoefl; aacb military arma and 
■ccontremeuU ai the debtor It reqoired by law toiiir- 
nidi ; and til growing cropa : atao Ibe biblei and otfaer 
booka oaed in tbe family ; and five bnahels of grain in 

I of bee* and bive*, together with their pmdace in 



Homestead-Ezemptioii Law. 

ThI homeatesd of every hoaaekeeper or head of a family, raaiding in tbia 
Mtate, to tbe Talueof five bandred dollars, ancb boraeatead conaiating of a dwel- 
liBg-hoaaa, nai baildinga, and land* appartenaut, occDpied by aacb perann a* a 
bomeatead, and the yearly piodncta thereof, aball be exeiopt from attachmi 
and execayoo, in all c ' ' ----.." > 




and fifty, except aa hereinaftet 
■"heueTeT ibe -' 



. . . ilisct aball be made or tbe canaerf' 
y of December, one thouand eigbl bandit 



Kkeeper or bead of a family aball ba 
TCLapOQ by vinne of any execatian, ancb portion tbereof a* may be occupied 
lim a* a ba[E>eatefldj and aa be may then elect to regard aa anch, to the Taloe 

I laid eaccodos, aball be let oal (o him by tbe appraiaera on aaid execution, 
1 their oalbi, and the remainder only Bhall be aet off to the creditor therein, 

for th^KUing off of lands -^~ 



> family ahall decease, leaving a widow, 

if the value afbreaaid, AM wholly pasa to hia widow, and chit 

dren if any there be, in due coaise of deacent, without being sobjeCt to the p*y- 



hEa homealead, of (he value afbreaaid, ^all- w 

D if any there be, in due coaise of deecen., „ , ^^ 

nl of the debta of the deceased, uslei* made apecially diargeable thereoD, or 



Snob homeitead ahall not be alienated or mortaaged by tbe owner tbereoC if  
married man, except by the joint deed of ancb boabaad and wife, execoted and 
■oknowledged in the maooer provided for tbe conveyance of tbe landa of tnar- 
lied women: Provided, however, that aacb bnaband may, withoat Ibe cooaeot 
ofUa wife, mortgage aiicb bomeatead, U tbe time of the porchloe thereof tor the 



1 (ball be labject ta attachment and exttpti^ apon any 

*haS 
wl 

of the pnivhue ^neof Aw tbs porpoie m 



Inch homeal^^ iball be labject ta attachmcol and ezeaitiwi apon any 
:t that may be made, and for all matteta and caaae* oi actiOD wMch i , 

;rae, preriooa to or at Ibe tbne of ih« pnrchaae of ancb bameMMid, and abaU 
nbject to aale (or Boo-payinent of taxea aaaeiaed tli«TMin ; and tlie time whes 

I deed to the owner of «Qch bomeatead ahaU be left-in the lown-clerkNi office. 
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Mecbanics' Lien. 

Anr person who shall^'perform any labor or fnmisb materialt in tbii state for 
or toward the building, repairing, fittin^^ or famishing any ship, vessel, or steam- 
boat, shall have a lien on the same for his wages and materials so famished nntU 
foor days after the ship, vessel, or steamboat, shall be completed, and may secure 
the same by attachment, which shall have precedence of all other attachments 
and claims. 

Before sach lien shall attach or be in force, sach person shall have a jnst and 
legal claim for his services performed or materials tarnished, and shsll demand 
payment of the same of the owner, agent, contractor, or person, in whose care 
sach ship, vessel, or steamboat^ maybe ; and incase sacb person, hairing a lien aa 
aforesaid, shall demand more than is dae to him, sach owner, agent, contractor, 
or person in whose care sach ship, vessel, or steamboat, may be, may tender or 
pay to sach person the just and full amount due him for his labor or materialfl 
famished as aforesaid, and fully and absolutely discharge sach lien. 

When any contract or agreement shall hereafter be made in writing for erect- 
ing, repairing, or altering any hoase or other building in this state, or for farniih- 
ing labor or materials for the purposes aforesaid, the person proceeding in pursa- 
ance of such contract or agreement shall have a lien to secure the payment of the 
Bame,apon such hoase or building and the lot of land on which tibe same stands, 
and the lien hereby created shall continue in foi;pe for the fpaee'd^^ree months 
from the time when payment shall become dae for the-worK, ^£ot, or materialSi 
farniBhed as aforesaid. 



Law regulating Contracts. 

No action, in law or equity, shall be brought in any of the following eases :— 

1. To charge tn executor or administrator upon any special promise, to answer 
damages oat of his own estate ; or — 

2. To charge any person, apon any special promise, to. answer for the debt, 
default, or misdoings, of another ; 6r — 

3. To charge any person, upon any agreement made npon consideration of 
marriage; or — 

4. Upon any contract for the sale of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or of 
any interest in or concerning them ; or — ' 

5. Upon any agreement that is not to be performed within one year from the 
making thereof: unless the promise, contract, or agreement, upon^ which sach 
action shall be brought, or some memorandum or note .Uiereof; shall be in writing, 
and signed by the party to be charged therewith, or By some person thefreanto 
by him lawfully authorized ; and if the contract or agreement relate to the sale 
of real estate or any interest therein, such authority shall be conlbrred in writing. 

No contract for the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise, for the price of 
foarty dollars or more-, shall be good or valid, unless the purchaser shall accept 
and receive part of the goods so sold,^ or ^hall give something in earnest to bind 
the bai^ain, or in part payment, or unless some note or memorandum of the bar- 
gain be made in writing, and signed by the party to bcT charged thereby, or by 
some person thereunto vy him lawfully authorized. 

No action shall be brought to charge any person, upon or by reason of anv rep« 
resentation or assurance made concerning the character, condact, credit, ability, 
trade, or dealings^ of any other person, unless such representation or assurance 
be made in writing, and signed by the party to be charged thereby, or by some 
person ther<||QiitO by him lawfully authorized. "ii ^ <V 

No mortgage oi^ anj^ machinery used in any factory, shop, or mvil, nerealter 
made,«haU be valid t^ewtfit any other person than, the parltes "^'®^°'«^S!f 
possession of the monjaged machinery tie delivered to and retamea oy. too 
mortgagee. , .^ 

15* ^ 
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Limitation of Actions. 

No lotion for tfae rBrnierj' nf ui; Unila, or ibr the rerMverv of the -pmaetiina 
next arier tbs cuiue of aclkui finC accmed [o Itae plaiDtiB; or those under »h^m 

No Demon hiving riphl or title of entry ioln bonses or \»o<\a nliall ibereioto 
enler bat within fifieen yurs nelT after lacb riRht of enlr? ihsll accme. 

Tbe folloiriDg ftcriom ihall be commeDced witbin six yeart next after tho 
oaaBC of aiCtioD accrued, and not after : — 

1. AHmciBfmK cf debt founded apon anj cootnct, obligatioDt or liability, not 
ooder eMl, excepting each aa are broaght apnn ihe Jndgment or decree of aome 
Goart of record of the United Statea, or of thia or sDIne other itate. 

3- Ahactiona opanjadinDents rendered in any conrt, not being aconrtofrecord, 

4. All BClioni of ecconnt, KBanmpait, of on the cais, fininded on any conlnct 
or liability, eipreai or implied. 

5' All octioba of treapeaa apon land, 

6. All actioDi of replevin, and nil other utic«i» Ibr taking, detaining, or injoring 
gooda w chattel!. ^ 

T. All other sctioiAn tW cue, except octiona for aknderoiu worda and for 

ahall he aaa. 

All action! for alandeiDns words aod for libel* ahall be ennmeDced within two . 

All actiona agaioM aheriffa, for the miacmdnet or negligence of their depntie^ 
diall be con^menced wilbia Ibnr yeara next after the csuae uf action ihall accrne, 

Nona of the forcing proviaiona ahall apply to any action brooght npon a 

■ctioD in aach caae ahall be commenced within fourteen years next idler Iha 
cause of action ahall accrue ihereon and not afterward. 
AU actions of debt or rnre fanai oD jodgment ahall be biought within eight 

C1AL1 I ^ O J Til fte?the auSTrfaclion aecraed. 

All uf cnvenani u ) er than the covenanta of warranty and aeinn, coa- 

tained n riccda oramie^Btxieof lands, ahall be hronglit within eigbi yeara after 

All 1 una nf coTsnaut L nfrht on any covenant of wamuit; contained in any 

deed r\D L nl )» I ahall be bmaght within eigbt yesis next after there 

ahall on aeainat the title of Ihe borenantet ID sach deed , 

anil n loogbt tm any covenant of leiajn contained in any 

BU h ithin Bfteen yean next after the cana« of aclioa ahall 

male by naeonuf h a being op alien aubieet, or citizen of any ooanlry at war with 
the Uu ted Statea the tune of the continuance of aoch war ahaU not be deemed 
anv part of the reapective penoda herein limited for the commencement of ai» 
of the acticnx befira mentipncd 

It at the ti ne w hen a y tanae of acunn pf a peraonal nature, mentioned in tlifi 

be commenced within the time hereTo limited ihereftr, sfier aucb peraon ahat 
come Into the state ; and if, after any came of acuon ahall have aecraed. and 
before the atatale haa mn, the pemn againat wham it has accrued shall be abscnC 
from and re^de out of the atate, and kIibII not have hnowo property vrilhin this 
■taladvbich conid be attached, ihe Ciuia of his ahience shall not be laken u any 
put S'lhe (ima limited fix the commWicsment d the action. 



SPBCIAL LAWS OV TERHCUTT. ITS 

If, ia m^actiini dal^comniPDced whlimlhe time Ifmiled to] inoireil dierelbn 
flie writ fall of HBafflcipiilBarvlceomlqmiby any aaaToidable accident or by ftoy 
defnoll « neglecl of Uie iiffli'erU whom il KCODiiDilletl. or if ihe writ ihal! ha 
■hileil, or Ihe actkia otfaerviie defeated or ivuiiled by Ibe death of aoy party 
theivui, or for any ranlLar of form ; cir if, titer Tsrdiot lur tbe plsinLilT the JudE- 
mcDtihall bearreued; or if a Jad^joeDt br the plaiatiHilial] be rprened od  
writ of em7 or oa eiecutioQ^ tbe pLaioiiff may commeooe a daw adkn for tbe 
nme caaae al any tioie withb cue year afler the abatiimnt or olher delansiDa- 
tion of tha original mil, or afi»r IherRTeml of tfao ■ndgment thereon; and if Ihe 
canie of action garriie, hi* execotor or admininraior may, in eaae cf hii deatb, 
commence sacb new action witbiu the aaid one year, or wilbia one yeS' alter 
letten afaall have been granied. 

WbeDerer the commencement of my rait ahall be itayed br an inJnncKm of 
any ccart td' equity, the time dnring vtaid aacb injanction ahall be in fiirce aiiall 
HOI be deemed aoy pottioa of tba time kmited br iha conuugBcemsul of mch 

If any penon, entided Id bring any action in tht> act apeciBed, ahall. at tha 
limn wheD Ihe came of actioQ accrae^ be a minor, or a loBrried woman, inaane. 
e Ibe add action w 

It .h«ll 

1 of the proviiioDB nf tb 
II on bUla, notea, or olber evidencea of debt,' i^aed b^ 
11 Ibe pFOvinooa of ihia act ahdl apply [n tbe caaeof ad 
vBy<^ieloS',BDd Ihe time of limiiation ofsncb d^A 



edgmeut, it diall net a&ct tbe atber Joint couCiactcra. 

Collection of IJebts. 



So peraoD, who la a reaident cllizenof h a 
aned by liitae of an^ mesne pmceia which >h 
oontrai^t, eicpreaa or implied, made o e ed 
tn the year one thooiand eight bniui ed ai 



pttiTidBd, thalif Iha plaiatiff. his ag nt,or ati g ' ny 

eanlract made after the BrA day of Ja oarv vr v 

believe that Ibe d^eiidanl ii abont lo ab coitd t 

exceeding twenty dullara. or HDfHcie ly llie d ma d po wh oh he la o 

be arrested, aach writ may ilaae as an aiui.bmenl against, and be •erred apou 
Ihe body of the defendant. 

Attichuknt.— Theordinaiy mode of pCDOeaa in civil canieadiall be b; writ 



fv 
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Seeds. 

All deeAi aaii other eomeynacet of laudi or of any ettale or i«ter«( thenin 
■liiU be tinned ■od aealeii by the pan^ Rr^nting Ibe bbibp, mni ir^Ded by two or 
■we witooflK^ and aeknowledf^d kiy the ffntnlor, befbn a jiuricfi of Ihe pesce^ 
•Dd recorded M length in die derk'i oKce of the town in which «H-h lasde lie 
Tnwa rJerka^ notHjifli pQbJie^ aud maeten id obftncery, bave the larae power to 
talke mtkivviMeni'oit M jattioei nf the paaee, by aeluf tSSO. 

If loch laadi^e m a town im which tfisK ia no tnivD-clei^ Ae omYejaitctt 
nhall be recorded by ihe elerk of ibe annn^ id which »ch landa Ik. 

Rviry deed bj hngbuid sod trile ahaH owMin an acknowtediniient by tha 
vife^iuade ipurl from hei Imshand, bcfois B judge ot the gapreme coart, or a 
jndite uf Ihe toeaty coan, or loiBe jDMletFef the peace, that ahe eieculed locb 

cs of wb h a know edgrnent lo tikes shall be endoraed oa tbe deied by tha 
ao honty iking be Biime and corded at lar^e with the deed ; and every aacb 
deed not bo ackna« ^Jf^tx) and corded, ish^I be void aa agaitui the wife. 

A doei » am ot poi B anc s. and powera of nltomey for the cnnTCyauCB 
of an tr prcHtf nf wiiich ahal} have been cv hereafter aball 

b k enified agreeatily to the lawa of the Kate, prm^ 

kice D Iras taken, ihail be aa valid u than^h the aaine 

w re fficer or court wilbintbiaatatB; and ibe proof of 

the e saaie schiMwIedKed with Kke effect before any 

JW! ( ur DDIary p«bJic. wilhio Ibe United States or in 

an ki HD eoDsaiisaioner ippeinled fcr that pnrpoae by 

Ih (id t re any niiciater, ciiargfe dea aftiiirea, or conBDl, 

•> he reign conn tiy ; and Ihe BCknowIedRnieDt of a deed 

by 1/ w ajnan), in the IbnD required by ihn act, ntay be 

taken bj enbe af awd pera na. 

No deed o otbe lun eyHBce of any landa, or of asy eatate er interest therein 

ev dcDce nnlesa anch powe of allnmey ghall ha<e been liKned. aeoled. and ac- 
knowledged and recorded b tkesffice where luck deed ahaU haaWbaea recorded, 
A aul moat ba nwd. 

Form of AekaowUctgment. 
State of Veiiniit, > 

ir.'„J(w QaBtTi "■ 1 Winitor. Jamarf. 1«», 1851, 

1'>";n jmiSitt >npeBi-.-.l .Toari Ooi nd Busah Doe, rifi of loid Jons 

 Diij., rmgMtV^hu icknowkiii^ed the feregning iaalrvnent. hyUrm a^sed and 

K,-.i\i'l\, to be Mw frev art :.i,.\ deed ; a«3 tht mid Sumn Don, beii^ by ma 

r.iiimintd apart frimhrrrh'i-h,i«^ae»niKi''tdrfd Hat $hetxeeitledlU laid dttU 

uhion f^ her fnttband, 

JOHN JOMEB, Ju^at tf tic Ftaa. 



sights of Married Women. 

It A«n be lawfol for any married wown. by herself and in 
Ihe name of any third person, with hia asaeoi as her Iniitce, H 
BDi«d far her ante sae, the life ft her husband ibr any drfinile 



H of Ihe 
». ahall be pavable lo her and fbt her oVn ute. Iree fnim the claims of 
i<aenialtvea of ha haaband of uf any of ilia credilon ; bM *iKh eaemp- 
all not apply when Ibe amouM of preniioiB annnafly paid afaaU exceed 
indreri doUara. 
■e (^ ibe death at the wile buijir tbe deceaae of hei boaband, tbe « io o« ni 4 
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of the InenrHnce nty be ma^e pay ablutfter deaOi, to her childrcii, for ibeirnM, 
andlolheirgnardisnif ondBTBge. W 

- It ihaU be Jawiu] Ibr uty aETdAzned womao b^ henelf and ia ber ovo DUne^ 
or in the' name ff any iliird person u her trnaii^e, to etote lo be iniQi«d Gir her 
cole uge, Ihe life of lier ftiber or broiher Ibr sny definite ppriod, or during hia 
EiHtarH] life ; and in cuss of her ■orviving aoch perion, abe itiailbe «ntiller1 to re- 
ceive the amQutkt of the net iaamuice in" ihe aarae maener aa ia caae of married 

D'lWKR. — The widow of any decea 
the me. doriDg her nslaral life, of one 

The widow may be bar^ofiiec dowerio all the hmdat^herhnabaiid in Iba 
fcllowinijway.:— 

1. When a jointure ^alt have been settled on «ch widow by her himband or 
other peraon, or aotne pecaniarv provision iball have been aade for her, befiirs 
her mairiaije. with or wilbiiat her agreement or conaenti or afler her mamage^ 
with her consent, to bave eflect aAer the death ef ber buaband, and eipreaned 

a. When her husband, h<i his last will and [esUmeDt. aball have mads pnjvi*- 
Ion for sach widow, which, it shsU appear to the prubale court, ivaa lulehJed 10 
be in lien of dower. 

3. When the hasbanil shall die, leaving no children iir rppreaBBtstives nf chil- 
dren, and the widow shall thereby ha entitled to oiii: Hi! of the estate of her 

Yet she may elect to waive all ihese provisioas, snil ic tuke bar do wet instead, 
and notify the coorl, within dshi oionihs dtier tho \\ ill is prored, or loCers of 
admioistfation are granted, of her election, in writiii;,'- 



Rate of Interest. 



Wills. 

V^ivit mnrt be In -writing, and nigned by the ipstiitor, or by Mane other person 
in bis presence and by his eipreis direction, and ntteaied and snbicribed by 
three or more credible witoeasea ia lb6 presence of tha teatilw ii 



Tf^^- 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

I adoiitsd ISta—Bqam HBa 1,900— FcpiduioB in IHO^ SB^TIK 
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Mechanics' Lien. 

T, by cijntnict widi the owner of any. piece of fetid, fbmlAb 



rai^t, or the ku( IiieIhIdii-m thereef, s)i>n lifcoa, 



regifltrT of . 

Tbelten Btanll bediuolTod ■cth« eipitntlon of nx momhs liter ttw Uine when tba 



nerer Hdnbt h covtrncled for Isbor performed or DMteriela used in (be coo- 

jb or repair ot or for proTirionj ruid irorea or other trticlefl fumi^bed for or on 

■cconnt of. any ibip or Teasel witlilD thU commonwealth, such delitehall be a lion upon 
nch (hip w mael. ber tackle, apparel, and fnroilore, and aball be preterred lo all other 

When the ililp or veuel shall depart from Ae port at which ahe waawhrnmclt debt 
Wia eontmcled, lo soine olber port within thia coromonweakh, erery anch debt Ehalt 
cease to be a Ken at the expiralton of twenty da ja after the day oftwhdepartpiv^ sod 

port mt of tfaia cotDmonweallh : profide«f, Dothiita In this acl ahall alter or ia atjy wav 
alteeB the liea aa tiov ttitietinf <n ftireipn ahlp4 amf Tmek. 

ahall have a llm iher^or frotn the time of the iD^litution of the originAl cojni^mt, oil 

aad used tharewiib, for any tam bm due uore than Itn.o years before the cdouneDce- 
ment of an acikai therefor. 

the dun or ntpunenancei oi rach mfS, ahull Deed lo be repaired or rebpift in wholn or 

the greater part in iMerett, offfae proprietor*, at a m.Tbng duly notiSed and held, may 
take mea-nrei lo cause the min, dam, or appnrtsnancBi thereof, to b.: repaired or re- 
built, as the; shall jud|:e most tor Hia int-v'^t of all eoucerBed. and at the eipenne "f 
the whole in proportion of Ibeir roppecliTe Idlcreals. The proprietors who ahall Kit- 
Tance the money so eipeniied. ahall ha»a alien Iherefnr on the rents and proSliof the 

8uat fiir ma adTnuce, u li« appUed to the pa^mmt ol his cliU. 
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Mkchaxics' and Laborkks' LncN. — Any person who eliall actually perform labor in 
precting, altering, or repairing, any building, by virtue of any contract with the owner 
thereof, or other person who has contracted with such owner for erectin?, altering, or 
reptiiring, such building, or for the purchase of the land for the purpose ot erecting and 
building thereon, shall have a lien to secure the pnynient of the wages due or owing 
him for such labor, by hira personally so pf rformed upon such building, and the lot of 
land on which the same stands, and upon the right of redeeming the same wh^n under 
mortgage. 

Such lien shall be dissolved unless, within sixty -days after such labor is performed, 
there be filed in the oflice of the registry of deeds for the county where the land lies, 
a certificate, containing a just and true account of the demand juotiy due to him, after 
all just credits given, which is to be a lien upon such land and buildings, and a truo 
description of the property, or so near as to identify the property to which the lien is 
intended to apply, with the name of the owner or contractor, or both, if known, which 
sliflll in all caches be subscribed and sworn to by the person seeking the lien, or some 
ct*^dible person in his behalf, which certificate shall be recorded by the register of deeds. 
'Unless a suit for enforcing the lien shall have been comm^'need within seventy days 
after the time when such Inbor is performed, such lien shHil be dissolved. 

tiuch lien may be enforced by petitioB to the court of common pleaa for Uie county 
wfapre the Innd lies. 

When any debt secured by such lien shall be fully paid, the creditor shall, at the ex- 
pense of the debtor, enter on the margin of the regiptry where said certificate is record- 
ed, a discharge of his said lien, or shall execute a deed of release thereof, in like rat 
ner as is provided in relation to the release of mortgages after the payment Uiereof. 



Homestead-^zemption Law; 

In addition to the property now exempted by law from sale or levy on execution, there 
shali be exempted the lot and buildings thereon, occupied as a residence, and owned by the 
delttor, or any such Imildings owned by the debtor on land not bis own, but of whicn he 
shali be in the rightful possession, by lease or otherwise, he beluga householder and having 
a fHmily, to the value of five hundred dollars. And no release or waiver of such exemp- 
tion shall be valid in law unless by deed for good consideration, acknowledged and re- 
corded as in the case of conveyances of real estate. 

Such exemption shai! continu6 after the death of such householder, for the benefit of the 
widow and family of the deceased party, someone of them continuing to occupy such home- 
stead, until the youngest child become twenty-one years of age, and until the death of the 

IKTldoW. 

To entitle any property to such exemption, it shall be set forth in the deed of purchase 
that it is desi:>ned to be held as a homestead, under this act, or if already purchased, the said 
design shall be declared by writing, duly sealed and acknowledged, and recorded in the 
resristry of deeds of the county wherein the land lies. 

No property shall, by virtue of this act, be exempted firom levy for taX^Sa, or for a debt 
contracted for the purchase thereof, or for any debt contracted before such deed or writing 
as aforesaid shall nave been recorded according to law, nor shall boildings on land not 
owned by the debtor, be exempted from levy for the grOund-rent of the 'lot of land whereon 
such buifdings are situated. 

Such exemption shall not be deemed to defeat or otherwise aflTect any mortgage, or other 
incumbrance or lien existing by virtue of any deed,, attachment, policy of insurance, or 
otherwise. 

No conveyance by the husband, of any property exempted aa aforesaid, shall be valid in 
law, unless the wife join in the deed of conveyance. 

If any jndgra^^nt-creditor shall require an execution to be levied on property claimed 
by th^ debtor to be exempted from levy under this act, and tlie o$cer holding such execu- 
tion shall be of u}nnion tJ(iat the premises lire of greater value than five hundred dollars, then 
appraisers shall be appointed to appraise the premises in the same manner as is provided 
by law for the levy ofexecutions on real estate. And if in their judgment the premises be 
of lireater value than five hundred dollars, and can be divided without injury to the parties, 
the said appraisers shall set ofl' to the judgment-debtor ao much of the said premises, inclu- 
ding the dfwelliniar-house, as shaH appear to (hem to be of the value of five hundred dollars, 
and the residue of the property shall be dealt witii as Other real estate not exempted by law 
from levy on execution ; but if, in the jud^n^ent^orthe appraisers, the said property ean not 
be convenient! v so divided, they shall make ana^«»iver to the''"8aid officer their appraisal 
of the value or said premises, and the said "She rifi*, or Ids deputy, shall deliver a copy there- 
of to the judgment-debtor, or other lawfbl occuj^ant of said homestead. And it shall be the 
rii£ht of such judtrment-debtor or other lawful occupant of the said premises, to pay on such 
e.Kecutlon the excess of the value of the said premis'es above the sum of five hunared dol- 
lars, and to continue to hold the said homestead as provided by thiaact; hgt "i case the 
jud 'menl-debtor shall not make such payment within sixty days, then the joegmerii-crea i^ 
tor may require the premiaoa lo be sold By such sherifl* or hia deputy, at public saie, mmr 

16 



182 SPECIAL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

dulT adTertiaing: llie same, nnd ont of the proeeeds of mid sale to pay to the debtor (he sam 
of five handred dollars, to be exempted from liubility for his debts for one year thereafter, 
and to apply the balance to such execution : Provided, that unless a greater sum than five hun- 
dred dollars shall be bid for the said premises, they shall not be sold, and the execation 
may be returned unsatisfied, for want of property to satisfy tbe same. 



Chattel Mortgages. 

Mo mortgage of personal property hereafter made shall be valid against any other per- 
son than the parties thereto,. unless possession of the mortgaged property he delivered 
to nnd retained by the mortgagee, or unless the mortgage be recorded by the' clerk of 
the town where the mortgager resides, and by the clerk of the town in which he pria- 
cipally transacts his business, or follows his trade or calling. 

Sixty days' written notice of intention to foreclose a breach of flie condition, must bo 
given to the mortgager or person in posses^n of the property, and a copy of the same 
Qodce most be recorded in the clerk's office where the mortgage is recorded. 



Iiaw'Regulatizig Contracts. 

IKo action shall be brought in any of the following cases :— 

I. To charge an executor, administrator, or ai^signee, in insolvency, npon any special 
promise, to answer damages out of his own estate; 2. To charire any person, upon any 
special promise, to answer for the debt, default or misdoing of another : 3. To charge 
any person upon an agreement made in consideration of marriasre ; 4. Upon any con- 
tract for the sale of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or of any mterest in or concern- 
ing them ; 5. Upon any agreement that is not to be performed within one year from the 
making thereof; unless the promise, contract, or agreement, upon which such action 
ahall be brought, or some memorandum or note thereof, shall be in writing, and signed 
by the party to be charged therewith, or by some person thereunto by him lawfully 
authorized. The consideration for such promise need not be expressed in the writing 

No action shall be brought to charge any person, upon or by reason of any repretten- 
tation or npsurance made concerning the character, conduct, credit, ability, trade, or 
dealings of any other person, unless the same be made in writing, and signed by the 
party to be charged thereby, or by some person tliereunto by him lawfully autborized 

No contract for the gale of any goods, wares, or merchandise, for the price of fifty 
dollars or more, shall be good or valid, unless the purchaser shall accept and receive 
part of the goods so sold, or give somethinsr id earnest to bind the bargain, or In part 
payment, or unless some note or memorandum in writing of the bargain be made and 
fiicfned by the party to be charged thereby, or by some person thereunto by him law- 
fully authorized. 

All contracts, written or oral, for the sale or transfer of any certificate or other evi- 
dence of deltt due, by or from the United States, or any separate state, or of any stocks, 
or of any share or interost in the stock of any bank, or of any company, city, or villa«»e, 
incorporated under any law of the Unit«'d States,, or of any individual state, shall l>e ab- 
solutely void, unle><s the party or parties contracting to sell or transfer the same, shall 
at the time of making such contract, be the owner or assignee thereof, or shall be duly 
authorized, by some person who is the pwner or assignee, or by the legally authorized 
agent of such owner or assignee, to sell or transfer the said certificate or ottier evidence 
of debt, share or interest, so contracted for. 



Limitation of Actions. 

•Thb following actions shall be commence<J within six years next after the cauae of 
action shall accrue, and not afterward :— 

1 All actions of debt, founded upon any cotatract or liability not under seal, cxceot 
Buch as are brought upon the judgownt or ciecree of some court of record of the Uni- 
ted State*, or of this or some other pf the United States ; 2 All actions upon judffmenta 
rendered m any court, not being a court of record ; 3. All actions for arrears of rent- 
4. All actions of assumpsit, or upon the case, founded in any contract or liability ex- 
press or implied ; 5. All actions for waste.and for trespass on land ; 6. All actions of 
replOTin, and all other actions for taking, detaining, or injuring, goods or chattels • 
-7. All other actiona on the ca«e, except actions for slanderous words and for libels. ' 
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All actions for aBsauU and battery, false imprisonment, slanderous words and Ubeli^ 
shall be commenced within two years next after the cause of action shall accrue. 

All actions against sheriffs, for the negligence or misconduct of their deputies, shall 
be commenced within four years next after the cause of action shall accrue. 

None of the foregoing provisions shall >ipply to any action brought on a promissory 
note which is signed in tbe presence of an attesting witness, provided the action be 
brought by the original payee or his executor or administrator, nor to an action brought 
upon any bills, notes, or other evidences of debt, is8ued4)y any bank. 

In all actions of debt and assumpsit brought to recover the balcmce due upon a mu- 
tual and open account, the cause of action shall he deemed to hare accrued at the time 
of the last item proved in such account 

If, any person, entitled to bring any of the actions before mentioned in this act, shall 
be, at the time when the cause of action accrues, a minor, a married woman, insane, 
imprisoned, or absent from the United States, such person may bring them within the 
times respectively limited, after the disability shall be removed. 

All personal actions on any contract not limited by the foregoing sections, or by any 
other law of Uie state, shall be brought within twenty years after the cause of action 
accrues. 

In the case of an alien, the time during which his country is at war with the United 
States win not be computed. 

In case the defendant is out of the state, tbe time of such absence is not to be com- 
puted. * 

No acknowledgment or promise shall be evidence of a new or continuing coaitract, 
whereby to take any case out of tbe operation of the provisions of this act, unless made 
or contained in some writing signed by the party to be chargeable thereby. 

If one of several debtors make such promise, it shall not deprive his co-contractor 
of the bene^t of the provisions of this act. 

No one shall commence an action for the recovei^ of lands, or make entry thereupon, 
unless within twenty yedrs after the right to mak»* such entry or bring such action first 
accrued, or within twenty years after he or those from, by, or under whom he claims, 
shall have been seized or possessed of the premises. 

If any person entitled to such entry or action, shall be, at the time when such right 
of entry or of action lirst accrues, a minor, a married woman, insane, imprisoned, or 
ab,a*>nt from the United States, such person or any one claiming from, by, or under him^ 
may make the entry or bring the action at any time within ten years after such disa- 
bility tliall be removed. . ^ 

If any minister or other sole corporation shfill be disseized, any of his succeffiors may 
enter upon tbe premises, or. may bring an action for tbe recover^ thereof, at any time 
within five years after the death, resiiijnation, or removal, of the person so disiieized, 
notwithstanding the twenty years after such disseizin shall have expired. 

No executor, administrator, or adminiptrator de bonis non, who has given legal no- 
tice of his appointment to that trust, shall be held to answer to the suit of any Creditor 
of the decraaed, unless commenced within four yearu from tbe time of his giving bond, 
provided however if new assets are found, such action may be commenced within one 
year after the creditor shall have notice of the receipt of such new assets, but not more 
than four yearS after the same shall be actually received. 

Actions against tbe fiureties in any bond, given by the guardian of minors, insane per- 
sons, idiots, spendthrifts, must be commenced within four years from the time when 
ihe guardian shall be discharged. 



CoUectioh of Debts. 

Arrest.— No person shall be arrested or held to bail for any debt or demand' Mising on 
any contract made after July fourth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, unless the 
plaintiff* or some person ip his behalf shall make oath before some justice of the peace that 
tbe plaintiff' has a demand against the defenduit upon the cause of action stated in the writ, 
which the deponent believes to be justly due, and upon which he ex.pects the plaintiff* vvill 
recover ten d!ollars or upward, and that the deponent has reasonable cause to believe that 
the defendant is about to depart beyond the jurisdiction of the court to which the wnt is 
returnable, and not to return until after judgment may probably be. recovered on said suit, 
•o that he can not be arrested on the first ezecuiwn, if any, which may issue in «>c".f^^'- _ 

Attachment.— All real estates that are liablB*to be taken 4n execution may bo aJtacnea 
upon the original writ in any action in which any debt or damages are recoveraoie, ana 
held as securliy to satisfy such judgment as the plaintiff* may recover. , . , 

All goods and chattels that are liable to be taken in execution, may b® **?<?f^ ".{JillriS 
as security as aforesaid, except such as from their namre or sUuarion have De«°??"SS®^3 
as exempted from attachment accoiding to the principles of the commoiM»w as aaopwa^a 
practised in tbia state. 
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Deeds. 

CoTiTETANCES of IsTifl, or of any estate, or interest therein, may be mi^ by deed, execn- 
ted Ity any person having aathonty to convey the same, or by bis attoiney, and acknovr]- 
edifed anij recorded ea directed in this act, without any other act or ceremony wliataoever. 

The acknowledgment of deeds shall be by the grantpr or one of them* or by the attorney 
executintr the some. 

Tlie acknowled^mient may be made before any jastice of the peace in this state, or before 
any justice of tite peace, magistrate, or notary ]3ublic, within the United States or in any for- 
eign country, or before any coDunissioner appointed for that purpose by the e'ovemor of this 
cummonw^ealth, or before any minister or consul of the Uniied Slates in any foreign country. 

A certificate of the acknowledgment of the deed, under the band of llie officer taking the 
same, shall be endorsed upon the deed or annexed thereto ; and sach deed and certificate 
may be recorded at length in ihe reifisrry of deeds for the county where the lands lie, and 
no deed shall be recorded witlHiui siirh certificute. .. 

In this state a seal is necessary. The w\{^ of a grantor need not be separately exnmined ; 
it is sufficient to bur her dower, if she join Mtith her husband in the convey ance. (The form 
of acknowledgment is the same as in Maine.) 



Rights of Married "Women. 

Ant person capable In law of making a deed or will may convey, devise, or bequeatb to 
any married woman, any property or estate to be held hy her without the intervention of a 
tnistee, to her sole and separnte use, free from the interference or control of her husband. 
Such conveyance, devise, or beauest. may be of an absolute estate, of an estate for life, or 
of a less esiaie, with any lawful limitations, after tlie termination of the estate so vested 
in such woman. 

Any grant or conveyance made as is above provided shall within ninety days from the 
delivery tliereof, be recorded in the registry of deeds for tlie county in which tlie husband ' 
shall reside at the time of such delivery, or, if he be not a resident of this commonwealth, 
for the county in which the grantor shall then reside: and if such record be not made, anv 
creditor of the husband may attach or seize on execution any of the property so conveyed, 
in like manner and with tlie same effect as if this act had not been passed. Nothing in this 
act shall be so construed to empower any husband to convey any of his property to his 
wife in other manner or with any other efllect than if the sametiad not been passed. 

None of the property to be holden by any married woman, by virtue of the provisions 
of this act shall be used or employed for the purposes of trade or commerce ^ but the dame 
shall be invested in real estate, in* stocks of tlie United States, in state stock, in corporation 
stock, in personal securities, or m furniture in the actual use and occupation of such woman. 

Any policy of insurance made hy any insurance company oq the life of any person, ex- 
pressed to be for the benefit of a married woman, whetner the same be effected by herself 
or by her husbaod, or by any other person on her behalf, shall enure to her separate use and 
benefit and that of her children^ if any, independently of her husband and of his creditors 
and representatives, and also independently of any other person effectinif the same in her 
behalf, his creditors and representatives; and a trustee or trustees may be appointed by any 
court authorized to appoint trustees, to hold and manage the interest of any married wo- 
man in any such policy, or the proceeds thereof. 

Married women of the a^e of twenty-one years and of sound mind, may devise and dis- 
pose of any property held in her own right, and separate from that of her husband, with 
tlie husband's assent thereto, endorsed thereon in writing, and may revoke such will at her 
pleasure without the husband's consent : but if all the devises or behests in such will are 
to the husband, or for his benefit solely, his assent is not necessary. 

DuwER.-^Every woman shall be entitled to her dower at common law in the lands Of her 
husband, to be assigned tp her after his decease, unless she is lawfully barred thereof. 

A married woman may bar her right of dower in any estate, conveyed by^ier husband, by 
joining with him in the deed conveying the same, and releasing her claim to dower, or by 
releasing the same by a subsequent deed executed jointly with her lutsband, or with his 
guardian : also by a jointure of^ freehold estate in 14nd8 foTthe life of the wife at least, and 
to take effect in possession or profit immediately on the death of her husband ; and also by 
a provision in the will of her nusband in lieu of dower, at her election within six months 
after probate of the will. 



^ Rate of Interest 

The legal rate is six per cent' When the defence of usury is established, the defendant 
shall recover hi^ full costs, and the plaintiff shall forfeit threefold the amount ofthe interest 
unlawfully reserved or taken. The party paying usurious interest may recoyer back three- 
fold the amount of the unlawful interest so paid. 



'Wills. 



Wills mu.^t bain writing, and signed by the testictor, or by some other person in his 
presence and by Ws ex]3ress direction, and attested and isfUbseribed in the presencfli of tha 
testator by tliree or more competent witnesBes. 



SPECIAL LAWS OF BHODE ISLAIO). 185 



RHODE ISLAND. 

CoDBtitution adopted, 1842.— Squwre Miles, 1,340.— Population in 1850, 147,543. 

•-T^ 

Ezemptiond. 

Thb household furniture and family etores of a hout»* 
keeper shall not be liable to attachment on any wnrrant of 
distresis, or on any writ, original or judicial : provided, the 
whole, including beda and tedding, do not exceed in value 
the sum of two hundred dollars. Neither shall the necc8« 
sary wearing%pparel of such housekeeper and his family, 
nor one cow ; nor one ho^ ; nor his working tools neces^ 
sary for his usual occ^ation ; prtwidedf the said tools do 
not exceed In value the sum of fifty dollars ; neither shall 
the working tools, not exceeding in value the sum of fifty 
dollars, nor the necessary wearing-apparel of any debtor, 
be liable to distress or attachment 




Mechanics' Lien. 

WhskBvxr any building, canal, turnpike, railroad, or other improrement, shall be 
constructed, erected, or repaired, by contract with, or at the request of the owner there> 
of, such owner being at the time the owner of the land on which the same then is, such 
building, canal, turnpike, railroad, or other improvement, together with the said land ia 
hereby made liable, and shall stand pledged for all the work done in the construction, 
erection, or reparation thereof, which have been furnished by any person who had con- 
tracted or been requested as aforesaid, to construct, erect, or repair Uie same, before 
any other lien which shall originate subsequent to the coflimencement of such erection, 
construction, or reparation, en such land. 

When such construction o^ reparation is done by contract, with, or at the reqtifest 
of any lessee or tenant, the mterest and title of such lessee and tenant in the im« 
provement and the land on which the same is located, shall stand pledged for all the 
work done aud materials used and fiirnished, but not the interest of the landlord unless 
his written consent is first obtained assenting to such construction, erection, or reparax 
tion, and acknowledging his estate to be also holden for the payment thereof. 

So also the buildings and improvements and the estate in the land of one who is the 
owner of less than a freehold in the land, shall be pledged for the work done and mate- 
rials fumisbed, but not the estate of the owner in fee ot the land, unless his written con- 
sent is first obtained assenting to such construction, erection, or reparation, and acluiowl- 
edeins^ his estate to be also holden for the payment thereof. 

If the work be done under a written contract, then the lien shall be lost unless- legal 
process be commenced for enforcing the same within four months from the time that 
any paymeht on such contract shall become due, if such payment shall not liien be made. 

No person doing work or furnishing materials widiout written contract, shall have 
any lien unless he shall commence legal process for enforcing the same within pix 
months from the time of commencing sucn work, or of commencing the delivery of 
materials if payment for Uie same shall not then be made^ 

No person doing work at the request of any person who had entered into a contract, 
whether in writing or not, shall have any lien unless he shall within thirty days after 
commencing the work, give notice in writing to the person against whose estate or title 
he claims alien, that he has commenced the work and that he will claim the benefit of 
the lien created by this act. But this lien will be lost unless such person shall, within four 
months from time of giving such notice, commence legal process to enforce such lien. 

The commencement of legal process to enforce such lien shall be the lodging the ac- 
count or demand for which the lien is claimed, in the office of the clerk of the town or 
towns in which the ipiprovement is situate, with notice to what building, &c., and land, 
and to what or whose e.state therein the account or demand refers. 

Twenty days before the term of t*he court of common pleas, in the county or coun- 
ties in which the I'uilding, &c., shall lie, which shall be holden not less tiian twenty days 
next after the commencement of legal process aforesaid, the person so commencing the 
same shall file his petition in the clerk's office of said court, setting forth the particulars 
of his demand, describing particularly the building, ^., and land, and praying uaattiia 
hen may be enforced agaipst the same, and that the same be sold to satisfy the laia dft* 
maad, and all other demands for which it is liable. 

16* 
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Chattel ISortgages. 

No raortenge of personal property, hpreaffcr made, shall be ralid against any other 
person than the parties therrto, unless possession of the mortt^ased property be dellr- 
cn»d to, and retained by the mortgagee, or unless the said mortgage be recorded in the 
office of the clerk of the town where the mortgager shall reside at the time of wtairfTig 
the same. 

Law regulating Contracts. 

No action shall be brought whereby to charge any executor or administrator upon his 
specinl promise to answer any dt»bt or damage out of his own estate, or whereby to 
ciinrge tnc defendant on his special promise to answer for the debt, default, or miscar- 
rinjfp of another person, or to charge any person upon any agreement made upon consid- 
eration of marriage, or upon any contract for the sale oi lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments, or the making of any lease thereof for a longer term than one year, or upon any 
agreement which is not to be performed within the ppace of one year from tiie making' 
thereof, unless the promise or agreement upon which such action shall be brought or 
some note or memorandum thereof shall be in writing and signed by the party to be 
charged herewith; or by some other person by him thereunto lawfully authorized. 



limitation of Actions. 

All actions of trespass, detinue or replevin : all actions of account, and upon the case, 
except on such accoimts as concern trade or merchandise between merchant and mer> 
chant, their factors or servants ; all actions of debt founded on any contract, without 
speciality ; all actions of debt for arrearages of rent; actions of debt for other causes, 
and all actions of covenant, shall be commenced and sued within the time hereinafter 
directed, namely : — 

The said actions upon the case, except actions for slander, and the said actions of ac- 
count, and the said actions fur debt, founded upon any contract without speciality, or 
brought for arrearages of rent, and all actions of detinue or replevin, shall be com- 
menced within six years at^er the cause of the said actions; the said actions of trespass, 
and trespass and ejectment, within four years next after the cause of such action ; 
and actions upon the case for word?, within two years next after the words spoken ; all 
actions of debt other than those before specified, and all actions of covenant, withbi 
twenty years next after the cause of said actions. 

Ff any person, against whom there shall exist any of the causes of action, aforesaid, 
be without the limits of this state or shall go out before the action is barred, and shall 
not have or leave property or estate therein that can'be attached, the person entitled to 
such action may commence the same within the tiine before limited aner such person's 
return into the state. 

If any person at the time any such action shaH accrue to him, shall be a minor, /eissM 
covert, non compos mentis, imprisoned, or beyond the limits of the United States, such 
person may bring the same within such time at is hereinbefore limited, after such im« 
pediment is removed. 



Collection of Debts. 

Ahrest and ATTACtnfSNT.— In this state there is no exemption from arrest except la 
the case of a female. 13y the revised laws it is provided that every original writ iasaed 
against a female founded on a contract not under seal shall be a writ of summons and 
not of arrest, tiiat no execution shall issue against the body of any female on any judg- 
ment founded on contract not under seal, where the debt or damages recovered do not 
exceed the sum of fifty dollars ; but she may be arrested, if the instrument be under 
seal, for any sum. . 

It is also provided that wherever a writ authorizing an arrest shall be delivered to an 
officer for service, he shall use his best endeavors to arrest the body of the defendant, 
but if such officer can not find thn body of the defendant within his precinct, he sfasll 
attach his goods and chattels to the value commanded in the writ ; and that when be 
shall attach any goods or chattels on original wri^ he shall keep the same in his hands 
as security to satisfy such judgment as tile plaintiffmay recoTer. 



«.• 
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Deeds. 

No estate of inheritance or freehold, or jjpor a term exceeding one year in lands or tte- 
empnts, shaD be conveyed from one to another by deed unless the same be in writing 
signed, sealed, and delivered by the party making the same, and acknowledged before 
a senator, judge, justice of the peace, public notary, or town-clerk, by the party or par- 
ties who shall have sealed or deliverca it, and recorded o^ lodged to be recorded in the 
office of the town-clerk of the town where the said lands or tenements lie. 

Any conveyance of lands within this state, or any instrument relatinjg diereto, execn- 
ted without the limits of this stitte and within 1|m» United Statef , may be acknowledged 
before any judge, justice of peace, major, or puMic notary, in the state where the same 
is executed ; and if without the limits of the United 'States, before any embsssador, 
minister, char^ de ali'aires, recognised consul, vice-consul, or commercial agent of the 
United States, m the country in which such deed or Instrument is executed. 

A married woman may bar her right of dower in any estate conveyed by her husband, 
by joining with him in the deed conveying the same, and therein releasing her claim to 
dower or by releasing the same bj svmsequent deed jointly with her husband, or by 
joining in a deed given by a guardian of her husband. 

The wife acloiowledging a deed shall be examined privily and apart from her husband ; 
end shall declare to the officer taking such acknowledgment that the deed or instrument 
shown and explained to her by such magistrate is her voluntary act* and that she doA 
not wish to retract the same. 

Form of Acknowledgment, 
State of Rhode Island, ) rp- ^^t 

County of ProvticfMW, J '■^^^*^ 

On this iixtemlh day of AprU. one dioasand eight hundred and Jl/ly-one, before me, ner- 
•onally appeared John Dob, and Susan Dob his w^e, and severally acknowledged the fore- 
going instmment to be their free and voluntary act and deed ; and the taid Susan, on a 
private examinaiion, teparate and Tipart from her ku^iand, deetared to moi that the /oreoomff 
i/utrumtentf then fry me thoum and explained to her, is her Jree mid voluntary act and deed, cmd 
that the doth not wiA to retract the tame. JOHN JONES, (teal) 

Juetiioe <^f the PeoM 

It is requisite that a sea] be use fai this state. 



Rights of Married Womea 

The real estate, chattels real, househgld furniture, plate, jewels stock, or shares in the 
capital sfbck of any incorporated company of this state, or debts secured by mortgage on 
property within this state, which are the proper^ of any woman' before marriage, or 
which may become the property of any woman after marriage, shall be, and are hereby 
eo far secured to her sole imd separate use that the same and the rents, profits, and in* 
come tibereof, sh^ not' be liable to be attached or In any way taken for ttie debts of 
her husband, either before or after his death. 

Any policy of insurance made by any insured company, on ihe life of any person, ex- 
preaaed to be for the benefit of a married woman, whether l^e same be effected by her> 
aelf or by her husband, or by any other person ou her behalf, shall enure to her sepa- 
rate nse and benefit and that of her children, if any, indq>endently of her husband and 
of his creditors and representatives, and also independently of any other person effect- 
ing the same on her behalf^ his creditors and representatives, and a trustee or trusteea 
may be appointed by any court authorixed to appoint trustees, to hold and manage the 
interest of any married woman in any such policy or the proceeds thereo£ Pramded, 
however, that the provisions of this wet shall not apply to fmy policv up<;m which the 
amount of annual premium shall exceed the sum ot three hundred aoHlkrs. 

DowEB. — ^The widow of any person shall be endowed of one full and equal third part 
of all die lands, tenements, and hereditaments, whereof her husband or any other to- his 
use, was seized of an estate of inheritance at any time during* the intermarriage. 



' Rate of Interest 

Tos legal rate of Interest is six per cent. In an action brought upon a usurious con- 
tract, the plaintiff can recorer the principal, with legal interest and costs of suit. 



Wills. 

Wnxs must be in writing, signed by the testator or by some person hi 1»^PJ®"2!S 
and by his express direction, and attested and subscribed in the presence of the teste* 
tor, by tinree or more competent witnesses. 
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' CONNECTICUT. 



CONNECTICUT. 

ConeUtatloii adopled IBIS.— Square Hil» 4,TM,— FopulBtioii In 1850, 371,963. 



impiemcQUor rneaebtor'B CFado; ooerow ; sheep Dot 
BxcetdiDg iRu ; two Bw^ne, asd the pork produced from 
two nviDe, or two swine. »nd Iwo hundred pounde of 
pork, bein^ the propetty of one peraon ; cha.n:OBl Dot 
exceeding twcnty-hve boBheb; aoy qoKotilj' of coal, 
other than clioroja], nfit exccediug two looi ; wboat- 
fltHiF, Dot exceeding two hondred poanda weigbt; 
^vood. Dot exceediog two cords ; hay, not exceeding 
twotonfl; beel^ Dot exoeeding two hundred ponnda; 
ro hnndred ponnds ; potatoes ur tamipfl, Dot exceeding fiva 
boj^^eli of each ; Indian corn or rje. not exceeding-len buahelA of each, and the 
Dicnl or Boor Dianafactared iherefiom ; wool or Sax. not exceeding 

weightof each, orthe vamorr'--'- ---'- -■— '—  

loDgiiig thereto, hcJQj^ the prope ., ., . 

borde, AaddJei and bridle of any pracJding physician cr sorgeoa, of a valoe Dot 

cccdiDg ot^ hondrcd doUara ; aDd oDe pew, being the |)n>perty of any 

penoDa having a family, wito ordiuariiy occupy the fiatoe- 




iheicfnrai ; one stove, and the pipe l>e- 



MedianicB' Lien. 



erecting, constractinti, or repairing such boiiding, aDd the same aball be a lien 
tiiereon, and shall lake precedence of aoy other lien ot mcombrance which ori- 
gioaled sabseqaent to tlic comneDCIMQent of snch baildlag or repain. 

Any flub contractor or joint snb-contracIorB, having a, legal daJxn for tabor or ma- 

GODtraccor and the original contractor, be in writmg, shall alao have a like lien. 

Such lien continuas only sxty days after tho building it finished, or the con- 
tractor baa ceajed to labor thereon, nnlass be lodge with the lown-clerk of the town 

and tba amtMnt claimed as a lien theteon, the same being firal suhKribed and 
' aworo lo as to the amonnt jnsily due, ■□ near as the same can be uceitained, 
which certificate shall be recorded by Ihe town-clerk with deeda of land. 

Chattel Mortgages. 

Whib any one inortgaeea machinery, engines, or implements in any (kctoiy, 
or honeebold fumitnre in a dwcUiDg-bouee, orhay Id a bnildiog, togetlvr with tha 
realty on which thesajDeare sitnate, and porticolarly de«cnbes the perminal prop. 
erty bo mortgaged in the instrument of mortgage, it ahall be Be cBectual (0 hold 
Ihe peminil M if i[ were a part of tbe real eeltUe, allbongh the mongager retain 
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ff he shnTl mortcrage the said personal property, situated as aforepaid, without mort- 
f aging tho real, and uhall executp, acknowledge, and record it in all recpecta as a mort* 
^ageof lands, it shall be valid, though the mortgager retain the possoaatoa. 



IjsLwr regnlatdn-g Contracts. 

Mb rait shall be brought upon any contract or agreen\jpnt whereby to charge any ex- 
ecutor or administrator upon any special promise to answer damages out of his own 
extate; or whereby to charge the d^iendaat upon any special promise to answer for tho 
debt, default, or miscarriage of another person ; or to charge any person upon any 
asT^ement made upon con!>ideratiun of marriage ; or upon any contract for the sale of 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or any interest in or concemhig them ; or upon 
any agreement that is not to be performed within thef>pace of one year from the making; 
tiiereof ; unless the contract or agreement, or aome memorandum or note tibereot^ 
Aall he made in writinff nnd signed by the party to be charged therewith, or by some 
other person thereunto hy him lawfully authorized. ' 

No contract for the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise, for the price of thirty- 
five dollars or upward, shall be allowed to be good, unless the buyer shall accept part 
of the goods so sold, and actually receive the same, or give something in earnest to bind 
the bargain, or in part payment, or unless Pome note or memorandum in writing, of the 
•aid bargain, shall be made and signed by the parties to be charged by Mch coolract, or 
bylbeir agents, thereunto lawfully authorized. 



Limitation of Actions. 

EiTTRT upon lands muBt be made within fifleen years after the right accrued, and no 
gnch entry ^hall be sufficient unless an action be brought within one year titereafter. 
No action shall be brought on any bond, or writing obligatory, contract under aeal, op 

Jjromissory note not negotiable, btft within seventeen years after right accrued. Those 
Hgally m'capable at the time such right accrued, may bring the same at any time withh» 
four jrears after becoming l^ally capable. 

Actaons of account, debt on book, on simple contract, assump^ founded upon ini- 
plied contract or upon anvjcontract in writing not under seal, except promissory notes 
not n.egrjtiabte, must be brought within six years. Those not capahle may bring it 
within three years after becoming capable. 

Actioaa of trespass on the case must be broughfwithin six years. 

Actions upon an express contract not in writing, of trespass, and actiona upun tho 
ease for words, must be brought within three years. 

The time when the defendant ia out of the state is exdnded front ^e compntatfoD. 



Collection of Debts. 

AxaxvT. — ^No execution issued In on action founded on contact merely, express or 
implied, shall be levied on the body of a debtor, except in actions founded 'upon prom 
ises to marry, on misconduct or neglect in any office or protessional employment, or in 
■cliona instituted against a public officer, trustee, or any person acting in a fiduciary 
capacity, to recover moneys collected or received by him. 

Whenever any person shaH be guilty of fraud in contracting a debt, or shall conceid, 
remove^ withhold, assign, or convey away, his estate, moneys, goods, chattels, or choses 
in actions with intent to prevent the same from being taJcen by legal process, or shall 
refuse to pay any debt admitted by him, or established by-a valid judgment, while hav- 
ing moneys or estate not exempt from execution, sufficient to discharge the same, con- 
cealed or withheld by him so that the same can not be talcen by legal process, or shall 
refutie to disclose his rights of actions^ i^ith intent to prevent the same from being taken 
by foreign attachment, any creditor aggrieved thereby may institute an action on Hup 
case, against such person, setting forthhis debt in the declaration, and also setting form 
particularly such fraudulent act, or acts, end have process of attachmenfand execution 
against the body of the defendant, to be proceeded with in all respects as in other 
actions of tort. • 

Attachmbnt.-!- Attachments maybe granted against the goods and chattels of the 
d^^dfioiti a|id fo^wai^t thereof, ajgsinst ois lands, br agai^t ioM person wHm not eif 
eoaipt nrom unprlJKnuQeii^ oji the execution of the soltr 

17 
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All gnatBj barsvhw, m^ mortg^/scB of land, tibmn be ta writing, Mibflcribed bj tb« 
frantor, and attesred by rwo witncasea. 

They sliall he ackoowledtred by the in^ntor or erantora to be bi« or ^eir free act and deed, 
before a jaatiee of tbe peace or nnrary public, or i>efore a jndsre of d^ rapreme or district 
eoiirt or ifae United Stales, or of the sapreme or soperior eoort, or conrt of ceaMioD |Heas, 
or coanty court, of any indiridual state, or before tbe coni9is«ener of tbe sdiool fimd, or 
before a commissioner or otber oflScer having power to mke acknowledgments of deeds, or 
before a coontv ^rveyor wbea tbe land lies in hia county, and wben deeds are ezecated by 
■n attorney dnfy antfaorized, hia acknowledgment wdlbe saflScienL 

When the grantor resides hi any furei^ stiue or coontry, they ma^r be acfcnowledfred t<» 
be his or their free act or deed, befbre any ITnited States conssl. resident in saeh meif^ 
stale er connfiry, or before any notaiy pobuiB, or joscioe of tbe penee^ in soeh foreign atat* 
or conntry. 

They mnst be recorded at length by die register or town-derit of the toam where soeh 
lands are; tmd where deeds are ezecoted by a power of tttomey, snch power of aoomeiy 
•ball be recorded with the deed. , 

It is requisite ihat a seal be used in this states The wifo seed not be prxrately e^amiwpd 
^>8rt ftem her ho^and. 

form of aeknowledgnieat same as in Maine: 



Rights of Married Women. 

Tbb interest of a manried roan in tbe real estate of hia wifo, belonging to ber at tbe tinM 
of tlieir intemMrria^, or which she may hare aegnired by derise or inheritance dnringf 
covertare. shall not be liable to be taken by execution against him, during the liib of tfa» 
wife, or tlie life or Irres of children the issue of such marriage. 

An real estate acquired during coverture by the i>eraonal serrioes of the wife, and idl per- 
sonal property acquired by or aepruing to her during Hie abandonment of her husband, or 
while tiring apart from him by reas<m of his abuse or habitual intemperance, is her sole and 
separate estate. s 

When tfie real estate of a married woman is sold, and tbe availa invested in her name 
or for her benefit, the same is construed m equity to be her separate estate, and is not liable 
for tlie debts of ber husband. 

All personal estate which shall hereafter accrue, dnrta^ eoTeitnre, to any married man, in 
right of bis wt^, by virtue tif beqaest to ber, or distribution to her, aa heir at law, and all 
property derived from the sale or investment tliereof, shall veat m him in trust for the use 
of bis wife; and at his decease, if imdisposed of, vests in the wife, or ber devisees, lega- 
tees, or heirs at law. 

Husband is entitled to the rents and profits of said estate, but soeh rents and profits can 
not be taken for his debts— except debts contracted for ttie support of the wife and her chil- 
dren after such estate has vested in him as aforesaM. 

No sale or transfer of saeh. estate by the husband is valid nnleaf by 4eon8eBt of the wife, 
or if she be dead the consent <^ those in whom her estate shall have vested— and they moat 
Join with the husband in the conveyance thereof 

Courts of probate.may call husband lo account and remove him from being trasfeee and 
^>point a trustee in bis place. 

An insurance on the li/e of any person, expressed to be ibr tbe benefit of a married woman, 
will enure to her separate use and benefit, independent of bejr husband and his creditors 
and representatives, provide^ the annoal premiura shall not exceed one hundred and fifty 
dollars, unless paid from the private property of the wife. 

Whenever any married.woman shall earn wages by ber own labor, payment of the sanoe 
mav be made to her, and wben tnade shall be vdid in law as though niam to ber husband ; 
and no debt for the wages of a married woman, earned as aforeMd, shall be liable to be 
taken by virtue of any process against ber husband. 

Taymegat to a married woman of any money deposited by her, either before or after maiw 
riage, shall be vaUd, and her receipt shall have the same effect as that of her husband : not 
to affect rigbt of husband's creditor to levy. 

' DowE R.— Tbe widow shaU. have right of dpwer in one third part of the real estate of which 
bar boibaad died possessed in his own right, to be to her during her natoral life. 



Rate of Interest 

Tbb legal rate of interest is six per cent. In nsnrions contracts the principal can be re 
eowred iUAout dw interest Peiwms guilty of taking usury forfeit the whole of the inter 
i|l*->one hsif lo him who shall prosecute to efibct, one half to state treasmy. 



Wills. 



All wIDs ■banbein writittg, tnbseribcd by th« Mititor, uA attaitid by thrM 
■DofOMiafabMiftlBClBhtoprMesotk - . - 
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NEW YORK. 

CoQttltation •doptod, 1846.— fiqaan Milei, 4fi,08&— Popvkdon in 18S0, S^OM^Oia 



Ezemptioiui. 

. Thkri is exempt from execution, when owned by 
any person bein^ a boaaebold'er, the fi^Uowing prop- 
erty : %W «pinning-wheel8, weavii^looBii. and itovea, 
kept tor une in any dwellinff-hoate; the famfly Bible, 
family pictarei, and achoolbooka nted in the family, 
and a family library not exceeding in ▼^n^MH^rt: 
lara; cbarrb-pew ; ten aheep, and thre« flaMinM 
the yam or cloth mannfactared from the tame ; ana \, 
cow, two awine, and necessary food for them ; all ne> 
cessary pprk, beef, fish, floor, and yegvCables, actaally 
provided for family ase, ^d necessary fUel for the aae 
of the family for sixty days ; all necessary wearing- 
apparel, bedf , bedsteads, and bedding, for such person and his family ; aims and 
■ccoatrements required b^ law to be kept ; necessary oooking-ntensilii ; one table, 
six chairs, six knives and forks, six plates, six tea^ps alid sauccm, one sngafw 
dish, one milkpot, one teapot, and six spoons ; one crane and appendagti, one 
p^ir of andirons, and a shovel and tongs ; the tools and 'implements of any me- 
chanic neceasaiy to the carrying on of his trade, not exceeaing twenty-five dol- 
lars in value. In ADDITIO^ to the foregoing, there is exempt necessary boose- 
hold furniture, and working tools and team, owned by any person being a house- 
holder, or having a family for which he provides, to the value of one hundred 
and fifty dollars : this exemption not to exist if the demand be for the purchase- 
'■money of such fomitore, tools, team, &c See page SOS. 




VO^iUs. 



Evert last will and testament of real or personal property, or hoth» shall bo 
executed and attested in the following manner: — 

1. It shall be subscribed bv the tdstator at the end of (he will. 

2. Such subscription shall be made by. the testator, in the presence of eadi of 
the attesting witnesses, or jihall be acknowledged by him to ha^ve been to made, 
to each of the attesting witnesses. 

3. The testator, at the time pf mftking such subscription, or at the time of ac- 
knowledging the same, shall declare the instrameat .so subscribed to be his last 
will and testament. 

4. There shaii be at letast two attesting witnesses, each of whom shall sign his 
name as a witness, at the end of the will, at the request of the testator. 

The witnesses to ai|y will shall write opposite to their names their respective 
places of residence :* whoever shall neglect to do so, shall forfeit fifty dollaito, to be 
recovered by any person interested in the property devised or bequeathed, who 
will sue for the same. 

* U residing in a city, the street and number of tbe hoase ahoold also be glfuL 
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Meehanics' Li«n. 

f 1. Ant peraon who shall hereafter, hy virtae of. any contract with the oWner 
thereof, or his agent, or any person who in pareaance en an agreement with anv 
Buch contractor, shall, in conformity with the terms of the contract with sach 
owner or agent, perlbrm any labor or furnish materials in baihling, altering, or 
repairing any hoase or other bailding^in the several cities in this state (except 
the city of New York), and in the vill^^ of Syracuse, Williamsbur^h, Geneva, 
Oswego, Aobam, and Canandaigaa, shall have a lieafor the valae'ot such labor 
■nd materials, tipon sach hoase .or building and appurtenances, and a|K>n the lot 
of land on wliikh the aame stand, to the extent ot the right, title, and mterest, at 
that time exi^ug of such owner, in the manner and to the extent hereinafter pro- 
vided ; bat Ifem^regate of all the liens authorized by this act to be created, finr 
the labor performed and materi<ils famished, shall not exceed the price stipalated 
in th e coo tritct with soch owner or his agent to be paid therefor. 
jAftMb* ^rson perfonhing such labor or furnishing such materials shall cause to 
ivVnrwn up specifications of the work by him contracted to be performed or 
. ttatterials to be furnished, and stating the price or prices agreed to be paid there- 
for, and shall file them, or .if there be a contract in writing, a true copy thereof 
in the office of tlM9 clerk of the county in which the city or village may be rita- 
atedr and serve a notice thereof personally on such owner, or his said agent, 
within twenty days after the making sach contract, or after commencing sach 
labor, or the furnishing of said materials. 

§ 3. The lien so created by this act shall take effect from the time of such filing 
and soch serrice of sajid notice, and ahall oontinne in fall force for the space of 
one year thereafter. 

$ 4. Any owner and any contractor or laborer, or any person furnishing materials 
in pursuance of any contract made by sach contractor with soch owner, or bia 
said agent therefor, may, after such labor has been performed or materials far 
nished, enforce or bring to close such lien, by serving or causing a notice to be 
served personally on such owner or his agent, contractor or laborer, or perscNi 
ihmishing materials, requiring him to appear in the court of common pleas of the 
county, or in a justice's court of the city or village in the county in which such 
building is situated, either in person or by attorney, at a time certain on some 
day to be specified in such notice, not less than twenty days irom the service 
thereof, and sabmit to an accounting and settlement in soch coort of the amount 
due or claimed to be due onder sach contract, for the labor thos performed, or the 
materiafs thus furnished. 

$ 5. At the time of, or within ten days afber the service of snch notice, a bfll of 
particulars of the amount claime^to be due shall be served personally on such 
owner, and accompanying the same riiall be a notice Jto prodaoe a bill of particu- 
lars of any offset which may claimed to the same within ten days thereafter, 
which shaU be served in like manner. 

$ 9. Any person performing such labor or fhr^ishiog snch materials, in pursu- 
ance of any agreement made bv him with the originiU contractor with soch 
owner or his said agent, who shaU have done the acts prescribed by the Beooa4 
section of this act, to create a lien therefor, shall have a lien for onW such labor 
as shall be.perfonned and for only each materials as shall be famished subse- 
quently thereto. ^ . 

§ 10. Any sudi person, wilthin thirty days after sach labor has been performed 
or such materials have been ftimished, and claiming to have a lien therefor, shall 
prodaoe and deliver to the owner or his agent, a statettient in writing, signed by 
niitfielf and the said contractor, specifying how much is due to such person for 
such hbor done or materials furnished ; or, in defanlt of ao doing, shall take the 
necessary proceedings against snch contractor to procure an accounting and set- 
tlement of the amount due or owing for such labor or materials. The amount so 
ascertained to be due shall be paid by the ovmev, and the same shall be deemed • 
to be a payment by tb^ owner on the contract made with sacb owner or his 
•gent 
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The fho^/e proviaooB tn extended to <be town of Ringfton, lo the eomnty ef 
fHster. 

The emne pnofvwkmg ttre extended to Richmond coenty. exeefit thtt (he bifl 
«f pfirdcutara aod of offset required by the fifth section nay be lenr^d at the time 
«r widiia fifteen day« after the nervioe of such notice. 
By act of idSl, iien is created io W e«bcbeater» Ulster, and Potaam eooatiea. 

X.iEN FOR THE CITY Of NEW YORK. 

Etcrt persoo perfonaimg any work toward Ae erection, eoostraetion^ or fa> 
Ishin^ of any baildiog^ in the city of New York, may deliver to the owner of sach 
Iraildiug an attested account of die amount and value of the work and labor Uma 
perfbrnaed and reBaaintag onpaid ; and tfaereapon the owner shall retain, oot of 
his snbseQaent payments to tbe enatractoi; die aoKNuit of so^^rork and labor 
for the beoefitof the person so perfomiag die same* nV 

Tbe owner shall famiflfti tbe oe/)traotor with a onp^ret saoh papers, and if the 
contractor do not wit ie ten daye give the owner writt^ notice that lie intenda 
lo diHpate the claini, he shall be ooasidered as sssentiog to the demand. 

These provisioos shall also spply to a elsiai fer materials fiirnished toward tbe 
erection er finishing of any building in die city of Kew York. 

Aay person wbo ahaU bereaAer, bv virtoe of Miy contract wkh tbe owner 
thereoC; or his agent, or any person Wno iki parsaaoce of so agveenient with any 
each contractor, shall, in cononnlt^ with the terms of die oontract, perfom any 
labor or furnish materifils in bnilding, altering, er repainag toy hoese or other 
building, or sppnrteuances to any baUdiog in the dty and oouoty of New York, 
diaM have a tien for tbe valoeof die same qpon each boUding and sppnrtenancei^ 
«nd apon Che kA of land on which the same stand, te the extent of tne righti title, 
end interest at that time exisdng of snch owner: bet the aggregate efdi the 
liens ootte exceed tbe price stipulated in the contract 

Specificadoas of the oootraftt (as abonns in sectnn second) te be fled in the 
office of tbe derk ef dte oil^ and eonaty ef New York, and a Mke noCioe seni«d. 

Lien toJGake effect and eontinae as above in seotivQ third. 

Lien may be en£Mred« as in section fourth, liT the contt ef oemaion pleas er in 
4t!e marCne court af die city and county ef New York. 

Bifl of particalars and notice of setoff to be aerved as in seeCifla fifth. 

fPievinms ef secdans nindi and tenth nba apply te the ei^. 

LIEN ON flHIPS. 

^3fJ'VEVWVtm. a debt, Mnonntmg to fifty dollani er npwnrd» AaB be oootraeted 
lyy tbe master, pwn^r, i^^ent, or oenwgDeeof any ship or vessel within this etate, 
fi>r either of the jullowiog parposes — . 

1. On aoconnt of an^ work done or materials or toMtM Inraisiied in ifafis state« 
ibr or toward the bailding, repairing, fitting, fimHshing^er e^pping snob ship or 
vessel.; 

S. For aacfa provisions and ttoroi ftinnabed within this etate as may he fit end 
.pnjper for the use of such vessel at tbe lime when tftie same were fumiphed; 

3. On aocountof the wharfage and tbe expense ef beeping each veieel in pofi; 
iodudiDg the expense incurred in empioyiag pensoas to wat« her — 

6uoh debt i&all be a lien upon sudb sinpor vessel her tackle, apparei and fup- 
eitnre, and sliaiH be preferrea to all ofiier liens thereon, except manuem' wsges. 

When the ship er veuei shall depart firuoi the ][jeft ^t wwch she was when 
nodi debt was eontracted, U» seate elbef' port within diia state^ every Bi|pl) delit 
nbaU cease to be a ken at die exf^ation of twelve days after die day of «uoh 
departure ; and in ati cases sndhtien shall eease iaunei|^aiety after the vess^libali 
liave left the atate. " 

Whenever any ship er vessel AaH have been mn down ur rvn afoul of by anv 
other dbip or vessel, dirough the negiigence or wilful miaoonducc ol tl»ose navi- 
^tlng sacb other ship or vessel, and shall thereby have suHtained damage to the 
csiaBt«t' fifty dellaixernpwaid* tbe owner of anid ship or vessel so s rt s ttHi iiog 



200 SPKCIAL I^AWS OF NEW YOBK» 

damage ebaU have a lien upon the Bhi|» orTessel causing each danaage in manner 
aforesaid, ber tackle, apparel, and fumirore, to the extent of euch damage. Th« 
lieu sball cease unless a warrant to enforce tbe same be usoed witbia twe»ty 
days after tbe damage aball be done. 



Cliattel Mortgages. 

EVKKT mortgage of pem>nal property wtich sball not be accompanfed ^b a» 
Immediate deliveiy, and be follbwed by an actual and continued cbange of po9>> 
session of the things mortgaged, is absohitefy void as against the creditors of the 
mortgager and subsequent mortgagees and purcbasens in good faith, unless the- 
mortgckge, or a true copy thereof, shall be ffled in the several' towrne and cities or 
tbe state vtrbere ti)e mortgager, if a resident of the state, resides ; if he be not a 
resident, then in the cfty or town wbere the property mor^raged (bhalT be at the 
time of tbe execution of the mortgage. In ibe city of New York they muit be 
£led in tbe renter's office ; in the several towns in which the co*int> cferk's office 
lis kept, in the eoanty clerk's office ;. in each ef the other towan/in the town 
derk's office^ 



Lap^ regulatii^g ContracteL 

Eyeut contract for the leasing ior a longer penod than one year, or for Ibe bbS^ 
ef any lands,, or any interest in laudis, shall be void, unless the contract, or some' 
note or memorandun) thereof, expressing thie consideraticm. be in writing, and 
be sabscribed by the party by whom the lease or sale i« to be made, Mr sabscribed 
by the agent of such party lawfully authorized. 

In the following casefl^ every agreement shjill be void, unless saeb agreement,, 
or some note or memorandum thereof, expressing tbe couBideratioB, be in writings 
and subscribed by the party to be charged therewith : — 

1. Eveiy agreement that, by its terms, k not to be performed wit^B one year 
from the making thereof. 

' 2. Every tspecial promise to answer for Ae debt^ default, or miscarriage of war 
•tber person. 

3. Every agreement, promise, or undertaking, made* npoli coDBideration of mar^ 
tiage, except mutual promises to marry. 

Every contract for the sale of any goods, cbnttels,. or things in action, for tbe 
price or fifty duU^rs or more, shall be. void, unless — 

1. A note or raemorandam of such contracj be made in writing, and be sab^ 
scribed by the parties to be charged there^ : "or, 

2. Unless tbe buyer sball accent and receive part of such good% or the evir 
dences. or some .of tbem, of such tbioge in action^ or, 

3. Unless the buyer shall, at the time, pay some part of tbe purchase-money.. 
Whenever goods shall be sold at pubhe auction, and the auctioneer ahaU, at 

the time of sale, enter in a sale-book, a memorandum speci^tng the natiire and 
price of the property sold, the terms of the sale, the name of ti^ purchaser, and 
the name of the pe»on oa whose account the sale je made, such memorandum 
shall be deemed a U0te of tbe eoaferaet of sa^e, wikbin the saeaoiag of tbe lasi 
section. 



Liznitation of Actions. 

No action for. tbe iiecovery of real ptoperty»or for tbe recovery of tbe possessioa 
tnereof, shaU be maintained, unless Jt appear that the plaintiff, bis ancestovw 
predecessor, or grantor, was seized or possessed of the premises in qiiestiiaa^ 
within twenty years before the commencement of sudx actipxw 
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Ko entry upon real eatnte ii)pXl be deemed mifficient« or ▼alid tm a clftim, im- 
less an action be commenced thereupon within one year afrer the making of aodh 
entry, and within twenty years from the time when the right to make «i^ eutiy 
descended or accrued. 

An nction opon a jadgtadntor decree of any ooart of die United State8» or of 
any state or territory within the United States, or 'an action npoo a sealed instnk- 
ment, shall be commenced Vithiii twenty years. « 

The ti^wing actions shall be commAced within six years.*— 

1. An action apbn a contract, obligation, or liability, ezpraw or implied, ex- 
eepting those mentioned in the previons section. 

2. An action uporf a liability created byatatale, other than a penalty or fotfeitmpe. 

3. An action ror trespass apon real piO[ierty. 

4. An action for taking, detaining, or injuring any goods or chattels, incloding 
actions fur tlie speciHc recovery of personal property. 

5. An action for'ciiminal conversation, or for any other injury to the person or 
rights of another, not aHsing on oontrRCt, and not hereinafter enumerated. 

6 An action for relief, on the groand of fraud ; in cases which heretolore were 
solely cognisable by the court of chancery ; the cause of action in such case not 
to be deemed to have accrued, until the discovery by the aggrieved party, of the 
facts Ciinstituting the fraud. 

An action against a sheriif, coroner, or constable, upon a liability incurred by 
the doing of an act in his oiBcial capacity, and in virtue of his office, or by the 
omission' of an official duty, including the non-payment of money collected upon 
an execution, shall be commenced within three years ; but this section sbaS not 
apply to an ac.ion for an escape. 

An action for libel, slander, assault^ battery, or false imprisonment, or an actfatl 
upon a statute, for a forfeiture or penalty to the people of this state, shall be com' 
menced wMihin two years. 

In an action brought to recover a balance due upon a mutual, open, i^nd car- 
rent account, where there have been reciprocal demands between the parties, 
the cause of action shall be deemed to have accrued from the time of the laat 
item proved'in the account on either side. 



Collection of Debts. 

Arrest.— ^No person shall be arrested in a civil action except aa prescribed 
by tliis act. 
The defendant may be arrested, as hereinafter prescribed, in the following 

cases: — t 

1. In an action for ihe recovery of damages, pn a cause of action not arising 
oat of contract, where the defendant is not -a resident of the state, or is about to 
remove therefrom, or where the action is for an injury to person or character, or 
for injuring or for.wiX)ugfully takings detaining, or converting property. 

2. in an action for a Hne or penajty. or on a promise to. marry, or for mol)ey 
received or propeity embezzled or frsiudulently misapplied, by a public officer or 
by an attorney, solicrtor, or counsellor, or by an oflScer or agent of a corporation 
or banking association, in the courc^e of his employment as such, or by any factor, 
agent, bioker, or other person in a fiduciary capacity, oir for any miscouductor 
nf g'ect in oflQce, or in a professional employment. 

3 in an action to recover the possession of personal property unjustly de- 
tained, where the property or^ any part thereof hai been concealed, removed,"br 
disposed of, so that it can not be fouiid or taken by the 8herilP.> 

4. When the defendant has been |:uilty of a fratid, in contracting the debt, or 
incurring the obligation for which the action is brought, or in cont^aling or dis- 
prising < f the property, for the taking, detention, or conversion of which, the action 
IS bruQglit. ' • v^ 

5. When the defendant has removed or disposed of his property, or is about to 
^ 80, with intent to de&tKid his creditors. 
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But DO female shall be ureated in any actkm, except tar a wilfol injozy to per- 
flon, diaracter, or property. 

Before making the order, the \oAge ahall require a written ondertakin^ on the 
part of the plniotiff, with or without sfiretiea, to the effect that if the defwidnnK 
reroYer jadgment, the plaintiff^ will pay all coats that may be awarded to the 
defendant, and all damapres which he may snatain by reason of the arrest, noC 
•zceeding: the sam specified in the undertaking, which ahall be at least one hun- 
dred dollars. 

ATTACHMEirr. — In an action for the recovery of money, against a corporatioa 
created by or under the laws of any other stale government or country, or against 
a defendant who S not a resident of this state, or against a defendant who has 
abeconded or oonoeaied himself as hereinafter mentioned, the plaintiff', at the time 
of issuing the summons, or at any time afterward, may have the property of such 
defendant attadied, in the manner hereinafter prescribed* as a aecnrity for tlie 
vatisfactiOn of such judgment as the plaintiff may recover. 

The warrant may be issued whenever it shall appear by aflSdavit that a cause 
of action exists against such defendant, specifying the amount of the claim, and 
the groonda thereof, and that the defendant is either a. foreign corporation, or not 
a resident of diis state, or has departed therefrom with intent to defraud his 
creditors, or to avoid the service of a summons, or keeps himself concealed 
therein with the like intent. 

Befbre issuing the warrant, the judge diall require a written undertaking on 
the part of the plaintiSi with sufficient surety, to the effect that if the defendant 
recover judgment, the plaintiff wUl pay all costs that may be awarded to the de- 
fcndant, and all damages which he may sustain, by reason of the attachment, not 
exceeding the -sum specified in the undertaking, which shall be at least two hun- 
dred and fifty doDara/ 

The warrant shall be directed to the sheriff of any county in which property 
of such defendant may be, and shall require him to attach and safely keep all the 
property of such defendant within his county. Several warrants may be iasued 
at the same time to the sheriffs of different counties. 



BvEKT grant in fee or of a freehold estate shall be subscribed and sealed hj 
the person from whom the estate or interest coo veered is intended to pass, or his 
lawful agent ; and if not duly acknowledged previous to its delivery, according" 
to the proviaions [below], its execution and delivery shall be attested by at least 
one witneas ; or if not so attested, it shall not take effect as tgainst a purchaser 
or incumbrancer, until so acknowledged. 

Every conveyance of reah estate within this state, hereafter made, ahall be 
recorded in the office of the clerk of the county where auch real estate shall be 
situated ; and every such conveyance not aft recorded shall be void as against any 
subsequent purchaser, in good faith and for a valuable consideration of the same 
real estate, or any portion thereof, whose conveyance shall be firat duly recorded. 

To entitle any conveyance, hereafter made, to be recorded by any county 
clerk, it shall be acknowledged by the party or parties executing die same, or 
shall be proved by a subscribing witness thereto, before any one of the following 
officers : — 

If acknowledged or proved within this state, jnsticea pf the supreme court, 
fudges of county courts, mayora and-iecprders of cities, commissioners of deeds 
in cities, justices of the peace in the several towns of this state ; but no coun^r 
judge or commissioner of deeds for a city, nor justice of the peace for a county, 
shall take any such proof or acknowledgmebt out of die city or county for whidi 
be was appointed r 

If acknowledged or proved out of this statO; and within the United States, 
the chief justice and associate jastioes of the supreme court 6f die United States, 
district judges of the United States^ the'jcfdges ot justices of the sapreme, sape* 
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rior, t«r ciretiit ooqi% of iiny state or territory withm tlie United 8tiitea» tod di« 
chief judere or any assnHntf jvdf^e nflliH riwtiH roart of ilie Coiced Suteii in the 
Dnttrict of Colvmbia; but no proof or arknowifdirment. tnkf^n by any anrh officer, 
nhall entitle a crmveyanoa to be recrmled, iinl<^ei t«kea witliln aome \4aD6 or ter- 
ritory to Vfhtch the jurisdiction of the court to which lie beloni^ ezCemfe : 

In foreigrn couMiriee, beff)ne any oonsn? of tHe United States resident im anj 
fbrei^ (Knl or country, dulv certified npder their hand and seal of office. 

The proof or acknowledifment of any deed, wtien made by any penno rest- 
dmg trat of tlvis eralie, and withjo nny other atnte or territory iif tlie United States 
may be nMide heftiite any officer df «irh aiate or trtrfcor^, authorized by tbe la-wa 
thereof to take tlie fntiof and ai^knowled^mieiit of deeiis ; pnivided that no suoli 
acknowledgment eh all be valid unleas i^e officer tnkinfr the ikme shall know or 
have imtiflfactory evidence that the {leraon niaktni; stich ascknowitadgmoot is tbtt 
isdividuHl described \jh i^od who executed the said deed. 

There simTI 1)e solgoined to tlie certificate of pmnf or acknowledmnrat, nfnied 
1^ such officer, a certittcate under tlie name and official seal of the clerk or regii^ 
ter nf tlie eoutitv in which such officer renidps, specifvinii: that rach (41lcer was* 
at the time of taVini^ surh proof or acknrn\ledgrmen^ duly antliorized to take tlie 
•ame. and that surh clerk or regif<lfr it well acquainted with the handwriting of 
such officer, and verily believes that the signatare to said certifleite of proof aiiA 
acknowledgment is genuine. 

No acknowledgment cif any oonwyanoe having been execQted skaT! be taken 
by any ofBcer. unless the officer taking the same shall know or have satisfactory 
evidence thnt the person making such acknowledgment is the iodtvidaal do> 
•crihed in and who executed such conveyance. 

The acknowledgment of a married woman residing within this state, to a cam' 
veyanoe purponiiig to be executed liy her, sbnfl not be taken, unless, in addition 
to the re<]uisite8 contained in the preceding section, slie acknowledge, on a pri- 
vate examinntion, apart from her huHbnnd, that she executed sa<^ cooveyanoa 
fireely, and wiihoot any fear or compulsirm of her Imsbaad. 

When any married woman, not residing in this state, shall join with her boa- 
band in soy conveyance of any real estate situate within this state, the convey- 
ance ehall nave the same efibct as if she were sole ; and the acknowledgment or 
proof of the execution of such conveyance by her asay be the same as if she were 
flole. 

Form of Acknowledgment, 

Oo thisJ^Viif day cf October^ one tboosand eight hundred and fffy^ hefbre ma 
personally came John Doa and Svsan his trrfe, to me known to be the individ- 
nalo described in and wlm executed the foregvnng anveyance^ and acknowledged 
that they executed tlie same [ffud, ike taid Susan, on a privafe exnmiitaiion^ 
teporate and afiortjitm her kusbottd, nckmnrled/red tknt she executed the sasft 
freely^ and wibtnU mny fear or eompulMon t^ her «nid hnsiHiHd]. 

JOtiN JONES, JuMlke of tke Peon. 

Where Uiere ia no wife, l|>e parts relerring to her may be omitted. 

Form' of Certificate of Proof by the subscribing Witness* 

State of New York, ? ^ „{-. , 

County of Kms-^j ** ^^\- ^ . 

On thisjtrxt day of Octo&er, one thoaaatid.eight hundred and ffty^ before nre 
personally came John Smith, subscribing witness to the foregoing eoMvr^^vnre, 
to me known, who being by me duly sworn, did depose and ssy, that he reside^^- 
in the town o( Buskunck^ in said county ; that he knew John Doe, the IndividudF^ 
described in and who executed the said con^^eyance ; diat he was present, and 
did see the said John Dob sign, seal, and defWer the same, as and for his act 
and deed ; and that the said Joh n Dob then acknowledged the execution thereof 
whereopon tfaeaaid John Smith became the sobsrribing witness thereto. 

JOHN JONSS, JuslieeqftheFeflce. 
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Rights of Married Women. 

The re«] And peraoml property of any female who \pay hereafter msny, toad 
which she shall own at the Ume of manriager and the rents, issaes, and pnifir* 
thereof^ shall not be sabject to the disposal of lier husbaud, nor be liable fur bk 
debts, and ahaJl continae her sole and separate property, as if she were a stngl» 
female. 

Any married female may take, by inheritance, or by gifV, grant devise, or be^ 
qaest, from any person other than her hoshand. and lidd lo lier sole and sepHrate 
use, and convey and devise real and personal pmperty, and any interefit or estate 
therein, and the reifts, iasneSp and profits thereof, iu the same manner and wiib 
lilie effect as if she were anmnrried^ and the same shall not be subject u> the dis- 
posal of her hashand, nor be liable for his debts. 

Any person who nMiy hold, or may hereafter hold, as trastee for any married 
woman, any real or personal estate, or other pio)>erty, under any deetl of i-oa- 
veyaiice or otherwise, on the written request of such inairied wnman, accnmpar 
nied by a certiBcate of a justice #f the supreme court, that be has examined th» 
oondition and sitoation of tlie p«-operty, and made <lae inquiry into the capacity 
of such married woman to manage and control the same, may convey to such 
married woman, by deed or otherwise, all or any portion of such property, or the 
rents, issues, or profits thereof, fi»r her sole and separate use and benefit. 

All contracts made between persons in contemplation uf marriage sliall remain 
in full force after such marriage takes place. 

It shall be lawful fur any marrie«i woman, by herself and in her name, or in the 
name of any third person, with bis assent, as her trustee, to cause to be insured, 
for her 'sole use, the lite of lier husband for any definite periud, or lor tlie term 
of iiis natural life ; and in case of her surviving her husband, the sum or net 
amount of the insurance becoming due and payable, by the terms of the insa^ 
ranoe, shall be payable to her, to and for her own use, free fioin the claims of 
tlie representatives of her husband or of any of his creditors: but such exeqpptioD 
shall not ap^ily where the amount of premium anuoally paid phall exceed three 
hundred dullai-s. 

In case of the death of the wife before the decease of her husband, the amoant 
of the insurance may be made payable, after her death, to her children, for tlieir 
use, and to their guardian if under age. 

Every married womnn. being a resident of this state, who shall receive a 
patent tor her own invention, pursuant to the laws of tlie United^ Slates; may hold 
and enjoy the same, and all the proceeds, benefha, and pnifits thereof and of 
sirch invention, to her own separate use, free and independent of her husband 
and hia cred'iufn, and may transler and' dispose thereof, and in every reuppct per- 
form all acts in relation tnereto, in the same manner as if she were unmarried ; 
but this act shall not authorize such naarried woman to contract any pecuniary 
obligations to be discharged at any future time- 
When any deposits «hall be made in any savings bank or institution, by any 
iV^male. being or hereafter becoming a roamed woman, in tier own name, it shall 
be lawful for the trustees or officera of such bank-or institution to pi^ such depos- 
itor such sum or sums as may be due such female, and the receipt or acquittance 
of such depositor shall be a sufficient legal discharge to the said corporation 
tlierefor. 

Dower. — A widow shall be endowed with the thwd part of all the lands 
whereof her busbaxid was seized, of an estate of inheritance, at any time during 
the marriage. 



Rate of Interest 

Thi legal rate if seven per cent. AH contracts, whereby a higher rate k 
reserved, are void. ' Corporations can not set up the defetkoe of usury. 
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Homestead-Esiremption Law. 

Tif addition to the property now exempt by law fmm sale under execntiaii, 
ihere shall be exempt by law from sale on execation for debts hereafter contracted, 
the lot and baildings thereon, occapied as a residence andownrd by the debtor, 
being a householder and having a &tnvily, to the value of one ihonsand duUani. 
Bach exemption shall continae after the death of snch hoaseholder. fiv the ben- 
e6t of the widow and family, some or one of them continuing to oocnpy sach 
homestead niitil the yoangest child become twenty-one years of age. and antil 
the death of the widow And no release or waiver of ^ich exemption shall be 
Talid unless the same shall be in writing, sabscribed by such householder, and 
acknowledged in the same manner as conveyances of real estate are by law 
required, to be acknowledged. 

To entitle any property to such exemption, the conveyance of the same shall 
show that it is designed to be held as a homestead under this act, or if already 
purchased, or the conveyance does not show snch design, a notice that the same 
is designed to be so held shnll be executed and acknowledged by the person 
owning the snid property, which shall contain a full description thereof, and shall 
be recorded in the office of the clerk of the county in which the aaid property m 
situate, in a book to'be pmvided for thnt purpooe, and known as the ** Homestead- 
Exemption B(M)k." But no property shall, by virtue of this act, be exempt from 
shIh for non-payment of taxes or assessments, or for a debt contracted ibr the pur- 
chflHe therotif, or prior to t|j|e recording of the sibresaid deed or notice. 

If, ill the opinion of the sheriff holding an execution against snch boncebolder, 
the premises claimed by him or her as exempt, are worth more than one thoosaod 
dollHrs, he sliall summon six qnalified jurors of his county, who shall upon oad), 
to be administered to them by such sheriff, appraise said premise, and if, in the 
opiiiiuu of the jury, the property may be divided without injnry to the interest! 
of the parties, they shall set off so much of said premises, including the dwelling 
bouse, as, in then* opinion, shall be worth one thousand dollars, and the residue 
of said premises may be advertised and sold by such sheriff. 

In case the value of the premises shall, in the opinion of the ^nry, be more 
than one thousand dollars, and can not be divided as is provided for m the last seo- 
tioii, they sliall make and sign ai^ .appraisal of the value thereof, and deliver the 
same tu the sheritf, who ahall deliver a copy thereof to the execution debtor, or 
to some of his family, of suitable age to understand the nature thereof, with a no> 
tice thereof attached, that unless the execution debtor shall pay to said sheriff the 
surplus over and above one thousand dollars within sixty days thereafter, that 
auch premises will be sold. 

In case snch surplus shall not be paid within^the said sixty days, it shall be 
lawful for the sheriff to advertise and sell the said premises, and out of the pro- 
ceeiis of such sale to pay to such execution debtor the said sum of one thousand 
dollars, which shall be exempt from execution for one year thereafter, and apply 
the balance on such execution ; provided, that no sale sliall be made unless a 
greater sam thart one thousand dollars shall be bid therefor, in which case the 
sht^riff may return the execution for want of property. 

The cr>8ts and expenses or selling off such homestead, as provided herein, 
•hall bo charged and included in the sheriff's bill of coats upon the said execn 
tion. 

This act shall take effect on the first day of Janaaiy, one thousand eight bun 
dred and fifty one. 
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Exemptioiui. 



-p -■• l«*Jg the propisTtJ of m 

hftrlDg a limllj I* exempt from 1^^ md #Ble ob e3r ' 

one half tord of firewood : one baif 




Tb a Bct do«B not protect ^nm tttle under any pj^cvt^un or proeeafl ntj fEWda, cfaaC- 
Irla. or ptopt'^7 for It p pnrcbaae whpnwf thff dpht or dt-Tnaad for nhicb Ibe jodguteDI 



Mechanics' Lien. 

Att and erorjF di»pning-hoiiafi or other bulldiDi herwifter tonflmctBd and emlnl 
nithlii thlB ant*, ihxll be mibiect to Ihi-pnymcntof thedfbtcontracCPdfor. or byrwaon 

butil auch boiree or other builiirn* (bould not ipH for«>um of moni^mflici™! topay 
Judf m*nt ajmiiut mj land o"t»t, on the iHBd on whl<:h iDch butldtng or bniUingi^^ 

eortJonal io their arvrraldFrnnnda; proaiij^^ no nicb debt ahall remain  H« <m aald 
alWinaa l™BiT_tban l»o yeara from the comm-ncemenlortlie buildine Iberegf. iinlna 

riar. in Iha OIBre of ibp clerk ..f Ihe court'^f c^mfn plmof Sa coSDV''"h"^"uch 



in)!. *t repniriD^, an; huildini. ahaUhnin a 
nwcriuli, upon lurh buUdiog, and upon ths 1 
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the extent of the tide, at the time exiBting of sach owner, bat die aggregate of the 
liena not to exceed the contract price. 

The person performing Bach labor at famishing each materials, shall cause to bo 
drawn ap specifications of the worli by him contracted to be peribrroed, or mate- 
rials to be furnished, and stating the price or prices agreed to be paid there- 
for, and shali file them, or if there be a contract, a trae copy thereof, if the snmo 
be in writing, in the office of the clerk of the a)m)ty in which the lien is created, 
and serve a notice thereof, personally, on sach owner, or his agent, witliin fifteen 
days after the making of sach contract, or after commencing soch labor or furnish- 
ing the said materials. The lien so created shall take effect from such filing and 
service of the notice, and shall cootinne in force for six months after tlie comple- 
tion of the building. 

A lien given by this act, extends to all mills  and manofactoriea within the 
cuaiity of Mercer, for all debts contracted by the owners thereof, or by any other 
person, with their consent in writing, for machinery or fixtares fomished tar said 
mill or manufactory, or wor^done or materials furnished for or about the erecting, 
constructing, or repairing machinery in the same. 



Law Regulating Contracts. 

No leases, estates, or interests, or term or terms of year or yean, or any mcer- 
tain interest of, in, to, or out of, any messuages, lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
shall, at any time hereafter, be assigned, granted, or surrendered, unless it be by 
deed or note in writing, signed by the party so araigning, granting, or snrrenderiog 
the same, or his, her, or their agent or agents, thereunto lawfully authorized hy 
writing, or by act and operation of law. 

No action <>hall be brought, whereby to chaiige any ezecator, or administrator, 
upon any special promise to answer damages out of bis own estate; or whereby 
to char)?e the defendant upon any special promise to answer for the debt, default 
or miscarriages of another person ; or to charge any persofli upon any agreement 
made upon consideration of marriage ; or upon any contracror sale of lands, ten- 
ements, or hereditaments, or any interest in or concerning them ; or upon any 
agreement that is not to be performed within the space of one year from the 
making thereof; unless the agreement upon w^hich such action is Drought, or 
some memorandum or note thereof, shall be in writing and signed by tlie paity 
to be charged therewith, or dome other person thereunto, by him or her lawfully 
authorized. 

No contract for the sale of any goods, wares, and merchandise, for the price of 
thirty dollars or upward, shall be«allowed to be good, expept the buyer, shall ac- 
cept part of the'gnods so sold, and actually receive the same, oi; give something 
in earnest tn bind the bargain, or in part pa3'ment, or that some note or memorjin* 
dum in writing of the said bargain be made and signed by the parties, to be 
charged by such contract, or their agents thereunto lawfully authorized. 



* Limitation of Actions. ' 

All actions of trespass, quare clausum "fregit, trespass, detinue, trover and re- 
plevin, for taking away of goods and chattels, all actions of- debt, founded upon 
any lending or contract witliout speciality, or for arrearages of rent due on a parol 
demise, and all actions of account and upon the case, except actions for slander, 
and except alw such actions as concern the trade or merchandise between mer- 
chants, their factors, agents, and servants, shall be commenced within six years 
next a'fter the cause of action accrued. 

Actions of trespass for assnult, menace, battery, woundingr and imprisonment 
pr any of them within four years. ^^^ 

Every action upon the caser for words, within two years next after the wortj 

fpoken. ^g» 
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' MiDon, married wonieG, and ittflsne peraona, may bring tfaeae actkm witliia 
the times Uiaited reapectively after tlieir disabiiky is remuved. 

Actions of debt, or ooveuant tor rent, or arrearages of rent, fonnded upon any 
lease umter seal, and actions of debt n(K»i any smgie or penal bill lc»' tbe payment 
of mttuey only, or upon any obligatiou with condition for the payment of money 
only, or npon any award ander the hands and seals of arbitratori» tor the payment 
of money only, i»haU be bnxight within sixteen yeazs ; bat time of iniancy, marriage, 
or insanity, not to be compated. . 

Time of defendant's absence from the state not to be compated. 

Entiy apon lands mast be made, and action broagfat to leooYer die 
flf lands madt be done, iK-idun twenty years. 



Collection of Debts. 

Arkest. — ^It shtU not be lawfol to arrest or imprilbn the person of any female^ 
by virtne of any mesne process or pRxseas of execation in any civil action. 

Any pei-aon arrested and held in custody' in any civil action upon mesne pro- 
cees or process of execution, or apon an attachment for not performing an awasd, 
or Bonendeied in discharge uf bail, shall be discharged from anest or custody by 
SQch otticer. if he make oat and deliver to the officer making the arrest, or in 
whose costody he may be, a true and perfect inventory, under oatfa or afiirmation, 
of ail his goods and diattels. rights, credits, lands, tenemoits. hereditaments, and 
zeal estate, and give bond to tbe plaintiff with suflScient secarity, being a freehold- 
er or freeholders resident in the ooantyMn double the sum for which he is arrested, 
conditioned that he will appear before the next court of common pleas, to be hold- 
en in the county where sach arrest is made, and ^tition soch court for the benefit 
of tbe insolvent laws» Ace. And in case of fortettore by breach of conditfon, the 
plaintiff may bring an action thereon, and recover debt, damages^ and ooata^ doe 
BDm the person arrested, and for whi^ the arrest was made. 

Attachmbnt. — If iiiy creditor ^all make oath or affirmation before any jndge 
of any of the ooarts of record of this state, or jastice of the peace of an^ county 
in the same, that he verily believes that his debtor absconds from his creditors, send 
is not, to his knowledge or bdief, resident in this state at the time, then an attadb- 
•ment abatt issue against die rights and credits, moneys and effects, goods and chat> 
tela, lands and tenements of sach debtor, wheresoever they may be foond. 

And die writ shall bmd the property and estate of the defendant, from tbe time 
of executing tbe same. 

And all oomreyanoes of the property attacbed, made hv the defendant pending 
die attachment, shall be void ta against the plaintifl^ and uecreditonriiall become 
parties to the attachment 

Deeds. 

If any deed, or conveyance of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, lying and 
being in this state, h^etowre made and executed, and not already acknowledged 
or proved according to law, or hereafter to be made and executed, shall be ac- 
knowledged by tbe party or parties who shall have executed it, the officer having 
first made known tne contents thereof to tbe person making such acknowledg- 
ment, and bein^ also satisfied that soch person is the grantor mentioned in said 
deed, of all which the said officer shall make his certificate, or if it be proved by 
one or more of the subscribing fitnesses to, it, that each party or parties signed, 
sealed, and delivere'd the same as his. her, or their voluntary a6t aiui deed, before 
the chancellor of this state, or one of &e justices of the supreme court of this stat^ 
or one of the masters in chancery, or one of the judges of any cf the courts ttf com- 
mon pleas of this state, and if a certificate of iBuch acknowledgment or proof; shall 
be written anon or under the said deed or conveyance, and be signed by Has per- 
son before wnom it was made, then every such deed or conveyance, so acknowl- 
edged, or proved and oezlified, shall be received as evidoice in any court of this state. 



SPECIAL LAWS OF NEW JERSEY. 211 

Acknowledgment or proof may be made beibre a judge of th6 oonrt of oommon 
p^aas for any comity, whetlier the lands are sitoate in said county, or eUewhere in 
the state. 

After deeds have been thas acknowledged, or proved and certified^ they may 
be recorded in the office of the clerk of the ooiut of oommoD pleas, of the county 
in which saclt laiids are situate. ^ 

No estate of afemtne covert^ 4n any lands, tenements, or berMUtamenta, lying and 
being in this state, sliall hereafter pass by her deed or conveyance witliont a pre- 
vious acknowledgment made by her on a private examination, apart from ber hns- 
band, before one of the officers aforesaid, that slie signed, sealed, and delivered 
the same as her voluntary act and deed, freely without any (ear, threats, or oom- 
polsion, oi her husbanU, and a/ certificate thereof, wi^tten on or under the said deed 
or conveyance, and signed by the officer before whom it was made: and fnrtlier, 
that every deed or conveyance so executed and acknowledged by afemmecovertt 
and certified as afcxresaid shall release and bar her right of dowcA*, and be good 
and effectual to convey the lands, tenements, hereditaments, thereby intended to 
be conveyed : provided^ that this clause sbafl not be constraed to enable any 
fenime covert^ under the age of twenty*one years, to convey lands, tenementu^ 
hereditaments, or any right of dower, interest or estate therein. 

If the grantor reside in some other of the United States, or territory, or District 
of Columbia, such acknowledgment or proof may be made before tlie chief jostice 
of the United States, or an associate justice of the supreme court of the United 
States, or district judge of the same, or any judge or justice of the supreme or su- 
perior court of any state in the Union, or territory thereof, or in the District of Co 
lumhia, or judj^e of any district or circuit jpourt, or chancellor, of any of the Uni- 
ted Stntes^ or before any mayor, or nny other chief magistrate of any city in such 
state, district, or territory, duly certiffed tmdei' the seal of such city, or before a 
judge of any court of common pleas, of the state, district or territory, in which 
such party or witnesses may be ; provided^ that where the acknowledgment or 
proof is made before a judge of a court of common pleas, in such state, district, oi* 
territory, a certificate under the groat seal of the state, or under the seal of tlie 
county court in which it is made that he is such officer, shall be deemed sufficient 
evidence of his authority for that purpose, and be annexed to, and recorded with 
such deed, acknowledgment, or proof. • 

When made by a party residing in a foreign state, kingdom, nation, or colony, 
if made before any court of law, or mayor, or other chief magistrate of any city, 
borough, or corporation, of the said foreign kingdom, &c., certified by the said 
court, mayor, or chief magistrate, in the manner such acts are usually authentica- 
ted by them or him, it^all be as valid as if made before a justice of the supreme 
-court of this state. 

The above two sections comprehend acknowledgments of deeds or convey- 
ances made by married w(Mnen residing oat of tlus state in any part of ^ Unions 
or in a foreign country. ^ 

Form of AcknowUdgmenU 

State of New Jersey, "^ ' 

County of Essex^ >8i*, 

Town of Rakwayy } 
On this first day of October^ one thousand eight htmdred and fifty^ ht^ate me 
personally came John Doe and Susan hu ivifCt to me known to be the persona 
described in and who executed the foregoing conveyance ; and, having' first made 
known to them ibe contents thereof, they acknowledged that they executed the 
same, and the said Susan, on a private examination^ apart from ket husband, 
acknowledged that she signed^ sealed^ and delivered the same as her voluntary aei 
and deed, freely, and toithout any f ear. threats, or compulsion of her husband. 
■^ JOHN .TONES. 

Justice of the Supreme Court, 

Where there Is no wife, the part referring to her should be omitted. 
Deeds should be sealed j ar jicrawl with the pen bad been held valid m piaoe 
of aseaL 



i 
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Rights of Married Women. 

It sbaB be lawful for any marriefl ^vnman, by beraelf, and in ber name, or hk 
tbe name of any tbiH person, with bw assent, aa ber trostec*, to cause to be iu- 
aared, for bef sole ose, tbe life of ber husband for any deBnite period, or for 
the term of his natural life ; and in case of her anrviTing ber bosband, the «uiii 
or net aitooant of the insurance becoming doe and payable by the terms of tbe io- 
anrance aha II ,be payable to ber, to and for ber own use, free horn tbe daima of 
the representatives of her boajband or bia creditora ; but soch exemptioD shall not 
apply where ibe amount oi premium annually paid shall exceed one hondred 
dollars. 

In caae of tbe death of tbe wife before tbe decease of the bodnnd, tbe amoant 
of the insurance may be made payable, after the death, to ber children, fot their 
use. and their guardian, if under age. 

DowRR. — Tbe widow, whether alien or not. of any person, diall be endow^ed* 
for the -term of her natural life, of the one fall and equal third part of all die landa^ 
tenements, and other real estate, whereof ber bosband. or any olber to bia use, 
was seized of an estate of inheritance at any time during the coverture, to which 
she shnll not have reliuquisiied ber right of dower, by deed executed and 
acknowledged in the manner pi;eacribed by law fi» that purpose. 



Rate of Interest. 

The leeral rate of interest is six per cent., and contracts for a higher rate are 
void. Persons taking a higher rate shall forfeit tbe whole vslue of the aobject^ 
matter of tbe contract — one half to the stale, one half to the pxoaecoUMr. 



VTills. 



All last wills and testaments of .persons dying after this act shall take effect 
(March 7, 1850). shall be in writing, and shall be signed, or acknowledged to 
have been signed, by tbe testator, and declared to be bis or her last will, in tbe 
presence of at least two credible witnesses present at tbe same time, who shall 
sabscribe their nances thereto as "witnesses in the presence of tbe tef4ator; and no 
will or testament of personal estate, made after this act shall take effect, by a 
Iperaon within the age of twenr^-pne years^ shall be good or efiectaal in law. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

Ccmstitatioii adopted 183a— Square MDea 46,000.— Population in 1850, 2,311,901 

 

Exemptions. 

By a law that tools effect July 4th, 1849, it 
enacted that, in lien of the property then exempt 
by law from levy and sale on execution, i«uecl 
upon any judgment obtained upon contract and 
distress for rent, property to the vahie of three 
hundred dollars ($300) exclusive of all wearing 
apparel of the defendant t|nd his family, and all 
bibles and school-books in use in the family (which 
shall remain exempt as heretofore), and no more, 

owned by or in the possession of any debtor, shall be exempt from levy 

and sale on execution or distress iur rent. 




DAechanics' LiezL 

EvEKT building erected within th» counties c^ Allegany, Armstrong, Bearer, 
Bedford, Berks, Bucks, Batler, Cambria, Centre, Chester, Clearfield, Columbia, 
Crawfbrd, Cnmberiand, Daaphrn, Delaware, Erie, Franklin, Huntingdon, Indi- 
ana, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lo^eme, Lycoming, Mercer, Mifflin^ Mont- 
gomery, Northamberiand, Ferry, Philadelphia, Scbaylkill, domerset, Snsqnehan- 
nah, Tioga, Union, Venango^ Warren, Washington, York, and the boroaghs of 
Baston, Lehigh, Bradford, Monroe, Greene, Clinton, Canon, M'Kean, Waype, 
Fayette, Potter, Jeffersdn, and Northampton, shall be subject to a lien for the 
payment of all debts contracted for work done, or materials furnished for the 
same ; extending also to Uie ground necessary for. the oidinary and usual pur- 
poses of the building. 

This lien shall be preferred to evexy other lien, attaching subsequent to ttie 
commencement of such building. 

A statement of the demand must he filed in tlie office' of the prothonotaiy of 
the court of common pleas of the county where the boilding is sitaate. 

Unless such statement be-filed, lien shall not continue for more than dix months. 

Lien expires at the end of five yean from the day of filing the statement, un- 
less renewed by ««Tie/aci««. 

The furnishers of labor and materials, in mai^ of the counties, bare a Hen for 
she months after the work is done or the material famished. This lien may be 
extended to five j^fears by filing the claim in the proper office^ and by proper legal 
iroceMUBtU 
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Imbw r^;iilatiiig Contracts. 

All leftfleo, and ettatea, and intereitfl in lands, except leases lor diree yean, 
most be in writing, and signed by ihe parties so makiDg or creating the same, or 
tbeir sgenu theretmto lawfully aothorized by writing, or tbey will have the effect 
of leases at will only. 

All the other regnlationa are the same as in Coniixcticut, page 193. 



Limitation of Actions. 

EiTTRT can not be made into lands after twenfy-one yean after die right ac- 
cmed, nor any suit broaght to recover possession. 

Infants, married women, and persons imprisoned, have toi years after their 
disability is removed. 

All actions upon the case, other than ibr slander ; actions of accoont (other than 
anch acconnts as concern the trade of merchandise between merchants, their 
faators and servants) ; actions of debt firanded apon any lending or contract with- 
out specialty : fat arrearages of rent, except the proprietaries' quit-rents ; actions 
of detinue and replevin for goods and chattle ; actions of trespass, quart deauum 
fregit, must be brought within six years after the cause of action accrued. 

Actions of trespass, of assault, menace, battery, woondmg, imprisonment, or 
any of them, must be brought within two yean. Actions npoo the case be 
words, within one year next after words spoken. 

Infants, married women, persons imprisoned or out of the United States, may 
bring the above actions within die times respectively limited after their disabili^ 
is removed. 



Collection of Debts. 

Arrest. — Arrest is abolished, except in proceeding as ibr oontempt to enfince 
civil remedies ; action for fines or penalties, or on promises to many ; on moneys 
collected b^ any public officer, or for any mi9oondnct or neglect m office or in 
any professional employment 

But yet, in other cases, if the part^ is about to remove any of his property out 
of the jurisdiction of tl^ court in whidi such suit is brought, with intent to de- 
fraud his crediton, ch* has property which he frandulendy ooncealfl^ or has rights 
in action or some interest in any public or corporate stock, money, or evidence 
of debt, which he unjustly refuses to apply to the payment of any judgment 
which shall have been rendered against him ; or has assigned, removed, or dis- 
posed of,^or is about to dispose of, any of his proper^, with the intent to defraud 
nis creditors ; or has fraudulently contracted the debt or incoxred the obligation 
xespecting which suit is brought, he may be' arrested. 

Attachmknt. — Prooerty of defendant may be attached when he is about to 
remove any of it from tne county with intent to defraud his creditors, or has as- 
signed, disposed oC or secreted, or is about to assign, dispose o^ or secrete, any of 
it, with the like fraudulent intent ; and also if the debtor, being an inhabitant 
of the state, shall have absconded from the place of his usual abode, or shall have 
remained absent from this commonwealth, or shall have confined himself in his 
own house, or concealed himself elsewhere, with design to defraud bis creditors ; 
and, if not an inhabitant, shall confine or conceal himself within the ooanQr, with 
intent to avoid the service of process, and to defraud his creditors. 



% 
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Deeds. 

Ax.L deeds and coBfeynnceg of tands, tenements, or hereditaments, shall be mIcbowI- 
«dged by one of the grantors, or proved by one of the subscribing; witnesses, befora 
one of the j\<dges of the supreme court, or aMerman of a city, or before a Justice of the 
peace, or one of the justices of the court of common pleas, of the county where the 
Mndd lie, and shall be recorded in the office for recording af -deeds in the coonty whers 
such lands lie, within sis months after the execution of such deeds. 

Acknowledgment by husband and wife must be made before one of flie JQdfM of the- 
auprerae court, or alderman of a city, or a justice of the peace, or Jastice of me county 
court of common pleas, of and for the county trhere such lands Ue, who shall examine 
the wife separate and apart from her husband, and shall-read or otherwise maJce knowB 
tho fiill contents of sncn deed or conveyance to the said wife ; and if, upon snch sepa- 
rate e^Kamlnation, she shall declare that she. Aid, votnntaHly and. of her own free will 
and accord, seal, and as her act and deed deliver, the said deed or conveyance, without 
any coercion or compulsion of her said husband, the conveyance shall be valid. 

The mayor and recorder of Philadelphia may take proof and acknowledgment of 
deeds ; and, in other states, commissioners of deeds appointed by tiiie governor of Pema- 
aylvania. A scrawl of the pen is recognised as a seal. Two witnoiios are neceasary. 

Form, of AcknowledgmenL 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, > .. 
County of Pkiladdpkut. §'*' 

Be it remembered that on this tenA day of April, A. D. one ffaonsand eight hundred Md 
Mty-one, before me the subscriber,' <r^ws<»ce <n the pence •f — — \9ityjudgt 0f, 9fi^ or mm 
ef tAe aldenun of the city of -^ — ] personally aopeared John Dos, the grantor in ttio 
roregoin^ indenhure, deed, or conveyance, nai&ea and in due form of Lsw acknowledged 
the said mdenture to be his act and deed, apd desired that the same as such, might ba 
recorded accordmg to law. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
•eal the day and year last abovenamOd. JOHN JONES, (touL) 

Juatice of the Peace, or <M3^ or Alderman, as the case may b«. 

The Form when the Wifejotnt triih the Husband, 

Cam. of Penn., county of Berke, ss. Be it remembered that on tbi» tenA day of Mmfh 
A. D., 185-, before me the subscriber, • juatice ifc [or judges or aULfrmon, aa^ wove] of 
the County aforesaid, personally appeared John Rob anpl Susan Rob his wife, grantors 
in the above indenture, deed, or conveyanqe, named, and in due form of law scTerallv 
acknowledged the foregoing indenture, deed, or conveyance, to b<Ltheir act and dee^ 
and desired that the same, as such, might be recorded according to law. She, the said 
Susan Rob being of full age, separate and apart ftom her said husband, by me thereon 
privately examined, and the full contents thereof being by me first made Imown to her, 
did declare and say, that she did, voluntarily, and of her own free will and accord, sign, 
seal, and as her own act and deed, deliver the foregoing indenture, deed, or convey- 
ance, without any coercion or compulsion of her said husband. 

In testimony, &a JOHN JONES, JiMtlce, ifO. (Seal's 



«c 

I 



Rights of Married Womea 

EvKBT spedes and description of property, whether eonslsting of real, personal, or 
mixed, whiQh may be ownea by or belbng to any single woman, shall contiitoe to be 
the property of such woman Hi fiilly after her m^rrii^e as bofore ; and all suoh prop- 
erty, (^whatever name or kind, which shall accrue to any znailted wcmian dnrinff cov- 
erture by wHl, descent, deed of conveyance or otherwise, shall be owned, used, and 
enjoyed, by such martled woman, as her own se^iarate property ; and the said proper- 
tj, whedier owned by her hefore marriage, or which shall accrue to her afterward, shall 
not be subject to levy and^ execution for uie debts or liabflitles of her husband^ nor shall 
such property be sold, conveyed, mortgaged, transferred, or in any manner encum- 
bered, by her husband, without her written consent first had and obtained, and ;duly 
acknowledgfKl before one of the judges of the courts of common pleas of this conomon- 
wealth, that such consent war not the result of coercion on the part of her said hua- 
band, but that the same was voliintarily given and of her own free will : provided that 
her said husband shall not be liable for the debts dS tiie wife oontractcd before mar- 
riage ; provided that nothing in this act shall be construed to protect the property of a^ 
such married woman from liability for debts contracted by herself, or m her °^® ^ 
any person authorized so to do, or from' levy and execution on any judgment "^*;^~y 
be recovered against a husband for the wrongs of the wife, and in such cases execuuon 
•hoil be first hM againat the property of the wife. 

. 19 
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Any married woman may diapose, by her lastjrill and testament, of lier aeps- 
nte property, real, personaT, or mixed, wiieUiMr (be eame Rcorues to her before 
or daring covertore : pmvidetl tl>at said last will and testament be exet^ated ia 
the presence of two or more witnesses, neither of whom ahull be her husband. 

In all cases where debta may be contracted for necessnries for the sapport and 
mainteaaoce of the family of any married woman, it shatl be lawful for the cred- 
itor in rach case to ibstitate auil ag:ain8t the husband and wife for the price of 
•■nch neoesaariea^ and, after olitaiuing a judfrment, have an execution a^amst the 
bosband alone : and if no property of tbp said hoaband be found, the officer exe- 
cotinK the said writ shall so return, and thereupon an <ilia* execution may be 
issued, which may he levied npon and satisfied out of the'separaie property of tlie 
wife, secured to her under tbe^provisious-of the first aectum of this act: provided 
.that judgment shall not be rendered ftK^'i^s^ ^^e wife in such joint action anleafl 
it shall have been proved that the debt sued tor in imch action was contrai:ted by 
tile wife, or incurred for aitiolea neceasaiy for the support of the family of tfa^ 
laid hnaband and wife. 

Rate of Interest 

Thx le^al rate of interest is six per cent Usuriooa ii^terest can not be recov- 
ered ; and if paid, may be recovered back, but usury doea not render the e&tira 
opntract void. 

When any railroad or canal compsny has borrowed money, and given a bond 
or other evidence of indebtedness in a larger sum than the amount actually 
ceived, such tranBactions shall not be deemed UBariooa. 



Willi nrastjbe in writing ; and, unless the person making the same shall be 
prevented by the ^extremity of hia last liickness, shall be signed by him at the 
end thereof^ or brf some person in his presence and by his express direction, azid 
in all cases shall be proved by the oaths o^ affirmationi of two or more campe> 
tent witaeisea. 



^ 
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DELAWARE. 

CanBtitntioii adoptoi, 183L— fiqxiare MOw, 2,100^— Populatioa in 1850; 91^407. 

Law regnJating Contracts. 

All prdmisea and tuminiptiona wberebv any penoo 
■hall undertake to anawer or pay far the defaolt, di^t^ 
or miscajriage, of another, any sam under fortv ahill^i^ ' 
being proved bv the oath or affirmation of toe pMHfe 
or persona to whom aoch plDmiae and aasnmption 4^^ 
he made, are hereby declared to be good and ayailabl«-* 
in law to charge the party or partiea making snch prom- - 
Jse or assomption. « 

Ko action shall be bnmght whereby to charge any 
ezecoCbr or administrator, opon any apecial promis^ to 
answer damages oat of his own estate ; or whereby to 
chai:|[e any defendant, npon any speciaJ promise, to an- 
swer finr tbe debt, default, or miscarria^, of another person, of the vakie of forty shil- 
lings, and not exceeding ten poaods, nsJess such promise and assumption shall be 
proved by the oath or affirmation of one credible witness, or some memorandum 
or note in writing shall be signed by the party to be charged therewith. 

No action shall be brought whereby to char^ any person or persona upon any 
agreement made upon considerations of marriage, or upon any contract or sale 
of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or any interest in or cenoeming them, or 
npon any agreement that is not to be performed within the space of one year 
wom the making thereof; or to charge any person or persona whereby to answer 
for the debt, default, or miscarriage, of another, in any sum -of the value of tea 
pounds and upward, unless ^e same shall be reduced to writing, or some memo* 
randum or note thereof shall be aigned by the party or parties to be charged 
therewith, or some other person thereunto bv him or them lawfully authorizedt 
except for goods, wares, and merchandise, aold and delivered, and other itema 
which be and are prop.erly «bargeabW in an account/ in which^ case the oath or 
affirmation of the plamtiff. t»g[etber with a book regularly and fairly kept, shall 
be allowed in all cases -to be given in evidence, id ordei* te charge the deiendaitt 
or ddfendants with the sum or sama therein contained. 



Limitation of- Actions. 

Actions for reooreiy of lands nrait be broaght and entry made within twenty 
years next after the right nf action accrued. 

Infants, married womep, non compos-mentis; or a prisoner, may within ten 
years next after the^renaoval of .their disabilitjr. 

No action of fiespass, replevin, detinue, debt not founded upon a record or sp»> 
cial^, of account, of asaumpat, upon the clue, shall be brougnt after the expira- 
tion of three years from the accrumg of the cause of action. 

In case of mutual and running account, limitation not to hegin whUe the ao- 
oount oontinnes open and curtent. 

* Items of cash are not property charigjBable in account Smith vs. IfBeatlu KenCs 
Fleas, Nov. term, 1814. 
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When ^e action arises from a promissory note, bill of exchange, or an ac- 
knowledgment ander the hand of the party, of a sabsistittg demand, the action 
may be commenced at any time within six years. • 

Thoee under the dtoahility of infancy, coverture, or incompetency of mind, to 
have three yean after the renx)va] of such incompetency. 

The time the defendant is oat of the state, to be deducted ; and in every snch 
casa, one year after bis retmn to be fdlowed, when the canae of action arises in 
state. 



^ 



Exemptions. 



- The following goods and chattels, the property of the white citizens of this 
state, are exempt from execution process, and distress for rent, to wit : the ne- 
« ' rtprtnijr wearing apparel of the debtor, and of his wife and children, one bedstead, 
l'1l|r£and the necessary bedding for every two persons of the family, one iron 
Albve used tor warming the dwelling boose, and fael not exceeding the valae of 
fhre dollars, procared and designed for the nse of the family ; the bibles, aud 
school-bouks, used ic the family ; one cow, one swine and one ton of hay ; tho 
library and tools or implements of the debtor necesnary for carrying on his pro- 
fession, trade or business, not exceeding fifty dollars in value ; rights of burial and 
tombs while in use as repositories for the dead ; other household furniture neces> 
sary for the debtor and his family not exceeding twenty-five dollars in value ; 
Provided, that the value of the whole of the articles thus exempted shall not 
exceed one hundred dollars, and provided further, that if the debtor shall not at 
the time of the execution of the said process, be in possession of all, or any of 
the above specified articles, then^any other property which he shall have in his 
possession amounting in value to one himdred dollars, shall be exempt as afore> 
said, except in every case for taxes daem either c^ the counties of this state, or 
in the city of Wilmington, which said articles and the value thereof <iha]l be 
ascertained by two substantial citizens of the county whereof the debtor is an 
inhabitant, to be appointed and to be sworn or affirmed faithfully and justly to 
fulfil the duties of aaid appoiutm^ent by any justice of the peace, constable, or 
aheriff of the said county. 

This act shall not in any wise invalidate debts or contracts made previous to 
the fourth day of July, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and 
that all acts and parts of acts inoonsUteot herawith, be and the same are here* 
by repealed. 

Collection of Debts. ^ 

AKRKaT. — No free white citizjsn may be arrested, except upon oath that tho 
defendant is justly indebted in a sum exceeding fiv^ dollars, and verily believes 
that defendant has secreted, conveyed away, assigned, settled,- pr disposed o( 
either money, goods, chattels, stocks, 4securities for money, or other reaJ or per- 
aonal estate, of the value of more than twent3^five dollars, -with intent to defraud 
his creditors, and specify and set forth the supposed fraudulent transactions. 

Attachment. — Attachment may issue against aresidenter in this government, 
upon an affidavit that the defendant is justly indebted to^he plaintiff in the sum 
m forty shillings, and absconded frona the place of his usual abode, or is gone out 
of the government, with intent to deceive or defraud his creditors, as Ht is be- 
lieved. ■. ^. 

The above is caHed " domextie attachment." There is another writ which ia 
known as a "foreign attackwent" and which issues against a non-resident upon 
the oath of the plaintiff, or of some, credible person for him, that the defendant 
resides out of the fff^t ^^^ i* justly indebted to him in the Uxah of fifty doUan 
and upward. 



^ 
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Deeds* 

Deeds may be acknowledgred in any oooiity by any pnrty to the same, in th^ 
nipcrior court or before the chancellor or any judge of the said cn«irf, or be&tre 
two jnsttcea of the peace for tlie aame coaaty, or before a notary pohlio 

Deeds of a married womsn^ to which ber-husband ia also a party, nhall he mlid 
if she, upon private examinstion apart from her hosband, acknowledges tiial ^e 
'executed mid deed willingly, witlmot compnlrion or threats, or fear of Iter ba«> 
band 'a displeasure. Such private ezamiMntion msy be taken in any coQntjT' 
before the chancellor, any -Judge, or two jostioet of the peace ibr the aane ooan- 
ty, or before a notary public. * 

Soch acknowledgment to be certified under the hand snd seal of the clerk of 
the court in which, or under the hand of the ohsncellor. judge, or justices of the 
peace, or under the hand and notarial seal of the notary, before whom, k is ttltoQ 
in a certificate endorsed upon or annexed to the deed. 

If the party be out of tlie state, the acknowledgment, or private exsmfntUftiK. 
nay be made More tlie judge of any district court of the Uaited Stntee, <»■ be* 
fore the chancellor or any judge of a court of record in any state, territory, or 
country, or before the mayor or chief officer of any city or borooRh, and.cei|ifi«*d 
under the hand of suth chancellor, judpre, mayor, or officer, and the aeal of hia 
court, city, or borough, by certificate endorsed upon, or annexed to tlie deed ; or 
auch acknowledgment and examination may be made beiY»re any commissioner 
duly authorized by ihe governor of this state, and certified under hia band and 
seal. 

Deeds must be recorded In the office fisr recording deeds in the county where 
the lands lie. 

There should be two witnesses. A scrawl of the pen may be used for a seal. 
. The form of acknowledgment is the same aa in PENMSTLVAMLa, by adding **Gr 
fear of her hoabaod's displeasure." 



Rate of Interest. 

The legal rate is six per cent. Whoever exacts move, is liable to fiarfeit the 
whole debt — one half to the state, and one half to the prosecatur. 



■Wills. 

Wi'LT.s must'be in writing; and M^ned by the testator, or by some other person 
•obscribing the testator's name, in his presence and by his expreaa direction, and 
attested and snbscribed by two oompeteut witnesses, in the presence of the tea- 
toinr. 



. \ 
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MARYLAND. 

■doplEd, lesi. Square Milsa, 13.9S9.~ropnIUIon to JSSO, 983,932. 

Ezemptioiia. 

^- j._^ - I No Tut atata heremftar acqaired by miiriigQ ihall 
- yU^;. , be liable to exnatian darii^ the life of the wilc^ Sm 
TT-ir .■ , J-bu dne fmio the haiband. 

»ance, bedding. Run, >xa, 
Ionia, aodiDcli like hoaae- 




b^d iDlp]e^lGDl^ and a; 



cf Ehe wife (acquired eiiher be&re or after 

IhoQiqDd dollara, may be held fiir ber own of, aod ex- 
enjjjted from liability Ibr her hubaud'a debts. 

Mechanics' Ziien. 

ChHapnks bay, exiept 9t. lhn\ Montiromerj, and Ciailep, and for Ceril Eoonly on 
thr>tuK^m ghore. hut IhryhnTo b«ii allrred snnfteD.tad Ibe aevnal cnactmeDUm to 
conalcUnx. that it la Imnoaalbls toalTe ireUabla alHlnct of what )i required la inaka 
thEm aTailahlc 

Caiattel Mor^iages. 

CHiTim, moTtgagea mnat be In wrltina, and acknowlrfpnl brforo a Jartlw of Ibo 
awurn to bpfore lbs judg*. or juiticu or joil 

doUtintbrymuatbailainp^Cfee •1.0^ vhic 

Zjimitation of Actions. 

CI wlihaut ipeciallty, and debt 

... , .. ..ttattery, WDtmding, andlmpriaoa. 

Actions on admlnldlratlon and b^tamenlarybondaahall be eonanaenced wlthla IwtlTe 
^^ speciality can b<> pleadable alter the principal debtor and creditor bare bolll been 

anydi^bc contacted, aolhailiiacredltotaean not wiib certainty Bad btapenon oreffiwu. 

action nccmei ahall bare any bnHAl of the lav. 

Infanta, married wnmen, frntmn noDHjompo^mentia, fanprlaeBed, or beyond aeeiL 
hiTs Ibe aame time after their diubiUi; la remoied. 

CoUflCtion of Debts. 

ATTicmraiT.— Any piM'aon, ba»iiif obtained a Jndpnmt, mM lake out in laaih- 
ment agaln-r the l^n^l^ tenemmB, (roodi, chatiflii, end crfdlos orthe defendant 

Bimad, MBpraducini Iha vrldinu* Ibneof or ■ccomitB, rad Ituit lu dolb know or ii 
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credibly informM , and rerily bplierps, that the debtor ia not a citizm of fbU PtBte, and 
doth not reside tbereia, or tb«t the debtor i« actuiiily run away or flrd from juftioe, ur 
removed from bis place of abodn, with intent to injure and dernrad his crtvlitons aa 
Attachment may issue against the Innds, tenements, goodi^ ^hi t tflf, uul croditi» of tbo 
debtor. 8b peraon can be imprisoned fur d«bt. 



' -— : 

Deed& 

Dkkds mny be acknowled^ before any chief or assodatA Judge of a district for laadi 
within tlie dietrict, or any two juetices of the peace within their county. 

'i1)e officer tulctng the acknowledgment must be aatisfled of the ideMiiy of Ibe pM^ 
eon making it, and return a certflicate thereofl 

They may be acknowledged' out of the staHe before any Jndfra of the United Ptatsa 
court, or any ^dge of a court of record, cei^fied liy the Judge taking the acJcnowIedg. 
nient, under his fasnd ; and the clerk of the court ehall certify, under bis hand tmd rtra 
aenl of tlie court, that the per>-on taking the acknowledgment Is a Judge of said court, da-, 
ly cominiseioncd and qualified, at the time of takini? the acknowledgmenC 

In the case of a married women, her estate will not t>e ConTeytri^ nor her dowvr 
barred, unless the officer taking the acknowledgment (ihall eflMnine fa^, out of theprea* 
ence and hearing of her hvaband, whether she doth execute and ^'kBNfwIedge die same 
fret iy and Toluntarity, and without being induced to do so by liar or Areata of or ill 
usage bv her husband, or by fear of his clispleasure ; and unless the /eaonc covert rhall 
sign and seal such deeid liefore such officer, out of the presence and bearing of her hua> 
band, and certificate be made upon or annexed to the deed, voder bis or dieir haoda, af 
such private examination, execution, and acknowledgment 

Cotieuls and vice-consuls ot the United i^tatea, duly appointed and reec^iaed, may 
lake acknowledgments of persons being in their consulalis, and mnk» orrtiAcata tfadier 
their official eeals. 

There mu«t be two witnesses to a deed, and a scrawl of the pan ouf be vaed ■• • 
eeal. Deeds must be stamped. 

Form cf AchiowI^igmenL 
8tate i»f Maryland, \ . . 

Prince GeorgB'% Co. > ^^ ' 

Be it remembered and it Je tiereby certified, that on this jCrat day of 5f«y. In the year 
eightnen hundred and fifty-on^ l)efore the enbscribers, two jnntices of the peetce^ of the 
state of Maryland, in and for I*r«nr«<?«>r^«'«. county aforeciaid. personally appeared 
John Doe and .^usan De« kia wife, they being known to us [or '* they bring satisfactori> 
ly proven l)y oral testimonyunder oath, received hy us.*" « ike cttne aaey he], tobe the per- 
sons who are named and dcMribed a^, and profeMHfng to be, the parties to the forego- 
ing deed or indenture, and do severally acknowledge the said indenture or inf tmment 
of vvritinc, to be the tbeif respective act and deed; Me srt<d..SuRAN Doc s<|gi»€^ «nd 
sealed Mid indentHre before wt, out of the prerenee^nd hearing of her hitehand: and tho 
said Susan Doe heittg'bjf u? ^xeamived, ofit of the jpreMnee. amd kt^rimg of ker Mid kuo- 
band^ " whether the doth execute and kcknottUdge th'e fame, freely and voiuntmitf, and with- 
4na being hiduoed to doM by fear or thrtate of or UUusoge hy kir kmband, or by fear of 
hif displeasure,'* dedarelk and saitk. that eke doth. In testimony whereof; we hereunto 
eubscnbe our naaaes, oa the day and year aibresaid. 

(Seals.) JoHK Jones, JnsOre mf ike Pemee. 

• Jambs Skith, Jtutkt •f (As Psao& 



Rate of Interest. 

The legal rate is six per cent In contracts, wiiere more la takes, oolf the.exceai o^ 
interest over ^e legal rate is v(rfd. 

■WiUs. 

Wilis shall be In wrifmc, and signed by the party making them, or by •o"«2&? 
perron in his presence and by his express directiuns, and vhall be attested sad subscntoed, 
m the presence of the testator, by three or four cro<lible witnesses. v ».« k j 

A wife may make a will and give all h'^r property on any part thereof, to her »«"»"«« 
on any one otber pewon, with the consent of tbehu^band pubi-cribed fo '"^rVl* J|:™;[*: 
ded the wife eball have been privately examined by witni^ses to » »Wj*» l'.'P!!L"?? 
out of the pt«se«ce and hearine of her husband &o <in *«-««'^ "JJfj/^flgSS? 
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VIRGINIA. 

CantUlll'o •'LoptBd 1B31.— SquR HOtm, 61,353.— FgpaliUlail In liSO, 1,431,00. 





No Krawing crap cf any kind, not Ktremd, ihil] ba 


"■" i " ': 


liKble lo diilreii or levy, except trnJiati com, nhicb 




may be ukeD at wy tima afior Uie fiJieeutbof Octob« 








In case of  hasband or parent, [here Bhal] be exempt- 




ed From mch di«re« or Uvy Ihe fiiUowiog utidem or 
to mach or » mtDv thereof u tbe party may IiavO! 
Ope «•« ; one bedhead, with a bed and n^cwary 








bedding for the aame^ .is cbain, one tabte. di kuirea 


B^^HSH 


and ail tLika, >ii pLalei. two dialled tm) baaina, ona 



kom and ita appurlenancea, one aijmiiing wbeel, ooa 
pair of carda, and one aia -, five barreli of am ; liTe boahela of wbeat, or ons 
baiTsI otBogr I two hundred poandi of bacon or pork, and Gve doHaraia vaine of 
forage or bay. Slave* iliall not be diatnined or 1e>ied npoo, withoot Uie debt- 
or't cDDKDi, where ihern are other goodi and chaltela oiF inch debtor lolStieDt 
lor the parpoae, and wbich it ia in bia power to tak& 

Mechanics' Lien. 

Ir a peraon, owning or hiving an inlereit in land in a ci^ W town, dnll. by a 

■ball be a lien fi« anch monej on tbe whole inlereal of tbe aaid penon in aoch 
land, fniD t)ie lime Ihal the aaid writing ia duly admitted id record in lbs coonly. 

Bui the aaid lien ihall nol be in force more than aix IDontha from the time 
when the money or Ihe laat innalment of Ifae money to he paid andcr anch coa. 

been commenced within ib'e aaid aii tnontba. If, In anch snit. [he lien be eatab- 
lialied, the conrt ihall urder a asle of mcb inurecl iu tbe aaid land, to aatiafy tba 
DKHiBy which ooghl lo be paid under anch coulracC. 



Ziaw regnlating ContractB. 

n .hill be bmaghl— 

large any peraon, opon or by reaaon of any repreaonlalioB or ai 
the chandler, conduct, credit, ability, trade, or dealinea of 
nt or pnrposa that lacb other may obuin thereby credit, a 



) charge an^ person, npon a promise made after fall age, to pay a debt 
ted during infiincj; nr npon a raliaealio- "'■■-' 



ideation, after full age. of a 

fx Ifaa debt default, at 
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5. TTpon any agreement made upoo oonsideratioii of marriage : or— 

6. Upon any contract for the aale of real estate, or the lease tiiereoC fiur ; 
than a year ; or— 

7. Upon any agreemeni that is not to be performed within a yea]>— 
Unless the promise, contract, agreement, representatifm, annrance, or ratifica- 
tion, or some memorandum or note thereof, be in writings and signed bv the 
party to be charged the^by, or his agent ; bat the consideratto'n oeod not be set 
rnrth or expressed therem. 



f 



Limitation of Actions. 

No penon shall mak& an entry npoiH or bring an action to recover any land, 
bat within fifteen years next after the time at which the right to make sudb entiy 
or to bring sach action shall have first accraed to himself or to some person 
tfaroQgfa whom he claims. 

An infant, married woman, and an infane person, have ten yeav after the 
removal of sach disability, provided the disability shall not enable the person to 
bring such action or make sach entry after the lapse of. thirty years from the time 
when the right first accraed. 

Every action to recover money which is ibanded apmi an award, or on anv 
contract other than a judgment or recognisance, shall be brought within the fol* 
lowing number of years after the right shall have first accrued, viz. :— 

If the case be upon an indemnitying^ bond taken under any statute, or upon a 
bond of an executor, administrator, guardian, car|itor, committee, sheriff or ser^ 
geant, deputy sheriff or sergeant, clerk or depaty-clerk, or any other fidodaiy 
or public officer, within ten years. 

If it be upon any other conrract by writing under seal, within twenty years. 

If it be upon an award, or be upon a contract by writing, signed by the party 
to be charged thereby, or by his agent, but not under seal, within five years. 

And if it be npon any other contract, within five years, unless it be an action 
for any articles charged In any store aecoant, in which case the action may be 
brought within two years ; or an action by one partner against his copartner Sat 
a settlement of the partnership accoants, or upon accounts concerning the trade 
rf merchandise between merchants, their factors or servants, where the action 
of account would lie ; in either of which cases the action ma^ be brought until 
the expiration of five years fi-om a. cessation of the dealings m which they are 
Interested together, but not afler. 

Every personal action, for which no limitation is otherwise prescribed, shall be 
bronghC within five years. 

Every action upon a judgment or decree rendered in any other state or country 
shall be barred, if, by the laws of such state or countiy, such action would tliere 
be barred. And whether so barred or not, i^o actioh can be brought on such 
judgment against a resident for the ten years last past, which was renidered more 
than ten years before the comnaencement of the action. 



Collection of Debts. 

Attachment. — When any suit is instituted for any debt, or for damages for 
breach of any contract, on affidavit, stating the amount and justice of the claim, 
that there is present catise of action therefor, that the defendant or one of the de- 
fendants is not a resident of this state, and tbat.the affiant believes he has estate 
or debts due him within the coang|p or corporation in which the suit is, or that he 
is saed with a defendant residing therein, the plaintifi" may forthwith *^^Jf^ ^^ 
the clerk's office an attachment against tlie estate of the: non-residlBnt dewnaant 
for the amonnt so stated. 

Imprisonment for debt does not exist v 
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Deeds. 

A SCROLL, affixed by way of eeal, is as valid bm a seal. 

Any deed of trnst, mortpape, or other writiiipr, made by a bnaband or parrat to 
give a lion on property which ia exempt from distreaa or levy, shall be void as to 
such property. 

£very deed of gift, of trast. or mortgage, conveying real estate or goods aod 
chattels, shall be void as to creditors and sabseqnent purchasers for valuable coq- 
sideration, without notice, antil and except from the time that it is duly admitted 
to record in tlie county or corporation wherein the property may be. 

The linsband is entitled to courtesy and the wife to dower in a trust estate. 

When a hoaband and wife have signed a writing porpoitiog to convey or 
transfer any estate, real or persona), she may appear before a court autlmrized to 
admit such writing to record, or before the clerk thereof in his ofiBce ; and if, on 
being examined privily and apart from her hus'Kand. by one of the justices of the 
CQort, or bjLthe clerk, and having such writing fully explained to her, she ac- 
knowledge the same to be' her act, and declare that she had executed it willingly, 
aod does not wish to retract it, -such privy examination, acknowledgment, and 
declaration, shaU be thereupon recorded in such court or in the clerk's office, or 
ahe may appear before two justices who shall be present together, or a notary 
pablic within the United States, or a commissioner appointed within the same 
by the governor of this state ; and such justices, or notary, or commissioner, may 
■o examine her, and if, after such explanation, she make such acknowledgment 
and declaration, shall certify the sam^ on or annexed to the said writing to the 
following effect^ viz. : — 

Form of Acknowledgment. 

State of Nete York, > . ., . 

County ai Monroe, jw>wit. 

I, John Jones, a notary public for the county of Monroe, in the state of New 
York, do certify that Susin Doe, the wife of John Doe, whose names are 
aigned to the writing above, bearing date on the tenth day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and fjty, personally appeared before me, in the county 
aforesaid, and being examinea by me privily and apart from her husband, and 
having the writing aforesaid fully explained to her, she, the said Susan Doe, 
acknowledged the said writing to be tier act, and declared that she had willingly 
executed the same, and does not wish to retract it 

Given under my hand, this twenty-jijth day of November, one tboosand eight 
btmdred and ^ty, 

JOHN JONES, Notary Public 

Other acknowledgnientfl may be made in the state before the court or llie 
clerk of the court, in his office, where the same is to be recorded. If made else- 
where in the United States, then before a justice or liotaiy public, who miist 
write on or annex to the deed a certificate to the following effect: — 

State of Neto Hampshire, ") ^ ., 
County of C7Ae«At>v, J^wit: 

I, John Jones, a justice of the peace for the county aforesaid, in the state of 
Neio Hampshire, do certify that John Doe, whose naihe is signed to the writina 
above, bearing date on the tenth day of November, one thousand eight hundrod 
and Jifly, has acknowledged the same before me, in my county aforesaid. 

Given under my hand, Uiiji thiriielh day of November, one tlioosand eight him 
dred and Jifty, _ ' 

JOHN JONES, Justice of ik§ Peace. 

Ooe witness is sufficient to a doed. 



r 
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Rights of Married Women. 

•DowEn. — A widow shall be endowed of one third part of all the real eatate 
whereof her husband, or any other to hfs use, was at any time during the cover- 
ture seized of an estate of ioheritance, unless her right of dower shall have been 
lawfolly barred or relinquislied. 

In additioQ to dower, she is entitled to one third of the personal estate, after the 
payment of debts and charges, taking in slaves an estate for life only. If the 
marria.^e be without isSlie, she is entitled absolutely to the slaves and other per* 
Bouftl property so remaining, which were derived fn>m her, and was presenred in 
kiud ; and agnin, if the marriage be without issue, and the dectesed husband 
was without issue by any former marriage, she is eMitled to 0110 half of the rea- 
idue, qnaliHed in respect to slaves as before. 

If provision be made for her in her husband's will she may renounce it at any 
time within one year from the probate, and entitle herself thereby to ber legal 
rights. 



Rate of Interest 

The legal rate is six per cent. AH nsnrious contracts are ycHdy with the pe»> 
alty of forfeiture of twice the amount of the debt. 

On protested bills payable out of Virginia, and within the United States, the 
damages are three per centum on the principal, and ten per centum when the 
bills are payable out of the United States — the billa in either casQ being drawn 
or endorsed within the state. 



Wills. 

These should be in writing, and signed by the te8tator,^or by some other per- 
son in hi9 presence and by bis direction, in such manner as'to make it manifest 
that the name is intended as a signature ; and, moreover, unless it be wholly 
written by the testator, the signature shall be made or tlie will acknowledged by 
him in the presence of at least two competent witnesses, present at the same 
time, and such witnesses shall subscribe the will in the presence oS the testator, 
but no form of attestation shall be necessary, 

20* 
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Exemptions. 
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biOjeMil [Fsluneol; one ll jmn-book ; one prayor-boot; and 

lowiu; propert; of arerj lwun]kee]Rr. ut wH : ODS cow aq4 
calf: Isa buabela of corn or wbeal ; fiflj pQundi of TiacoDr 
beelr or port, or one barrel of fiaL; all nectUMry farming' 

areiy IwomemberHOflbe famllT, and lucb olbar properly ai 
cani reeidea, ahah Lay uff and M»igo ^ tacb other property not 

Chattel Mor^ges. 

Vo iaoftgngf of any ealara, whether rfial or perwDal, shall be gooA and avallablo In law 
So Jeed of auet, or morl^afa for real or perional ealale, abalL l>a valid al uv lo pan 

Iiaw regnlating Contracts. 
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Limitatioti of Actions. 
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Collection of Debts. 

Attacrwent.— -Upon any complaint bein; mode on oath to any of the )adgea of the ro- 
preme or superior co.urt8, or to any justice of any of the county courts, by any person, his 
attorney, agent, or factor, that any person [indebted to him] has removed oris removing 
out of ^le county privately, or so absents or conceals himself that the ordinary process or 
law can not be served on such debtor, and further siyears to the amouot of bis debt or de- 
mand to the best of liis knowledge and belief, an attachment may issue against the estate 
of such debtor, wherever the same may be found. An attachment may also issue in £ivor 
of a retident of this state against the estate of a non-resident. 



Deeds. 

Deeds mnst be acknowledged by the grantor before one of the jodges of the supreme 
court, or of the superior court, or in the court of the county where tne land lies, and regis- 
tered b^ the public register of the county where the land lies, within two years from the 
date of^the deed. 

Residents in any of the other states, or in the territories, or in the District of Columbia, 
may acknowledge them before some one of the judges of supreme Jurisdiction, or of the 
superior courts of law, or circuit courts of law of si^perior jurisdiction within said state, 
territory, or district, and an attestation of such acknowledgment endorsed or affixed to the 
deed by the judges, and a certificate of the governor of the state or territory, or if in the 
District of Columbui, a certificate of the secretary of state of tiie United States, tliat the 
judge before whom said acknowledgment was taken, was at the time of making the same 
one of the judges of the courts of supreme jurisdiction, or of the supreme courts of law. 
or circuit courts of law orsuperior jurisdiction -^ithin said state, territory, or district, shall 
also be affixed, or before any commissioner appointed by the governor of the state, and 
certified by him as by law required. 

Conveyances by httsband and wife mnst be by them personally acknowledged belft« one 
of the judges of the supreme or superior courts, or m the court of the county where the 
land lies, the wife being first privily ifzamiped by such judge, whether she doth voluntar- 
ily assent thereto. 

A scrawl of the pen may be used instead of a seal. 



Rights of Married Women. 

Whenever a marriage shall take place, all the lands or real estate owned by the femm* 
€overU9t the timerof the marriage, and alUands or real estate which she may subsequently 
acquire, by will, devise, inheritance, or otherwise, shall not be subject to be sold or leased 
by the husband for the term of bis own life, or any less term of years, except by and with the 
consent of his wif3 first had and obtained, fo be ascertained &nd eJBTecttiated by privv exam- 
ination, according to the rules now required by law for the sale of lands by deed belonging 
to femtne eovertea. And further, that no interest of the husband whatever, in such lands or 
real estate, shall be subject to sale to satisfy any execution obtained against him, and all 
euch sales are declared to be null and void both at law and in equity. 

dower.— The widow is endowed of one diird part of all the lands, tenements, and here- 
ditaments, of which her husband died seized and possessed. 

The dower of a widow sball not be subject to the payment of debts due from the estate 
or her husband, daring the term of her life. 



Rate of Interest 

The legal rate is six per cont AH contracts whereby a higher rsfte is reserved ^re void, 
and the party exacting it is liable to forfeit double the amount of the detrt, one haHf po tbe 
state, oae half to the prosecutor. 



Tre will must be written in the testator's lifetime, and signed by him or by some other 
person in his presence and by his direction^ and subscribed in bis presence by two wit- 
nesses, no one of whom shall be interested m the devise. Or, if found among nls papers 
must be in his own handwriting, and his name subscrilied th«reio. or inscribed in some 
part thereof, and the handwritings generally known by his actfaaintances, and proved by 
three witnesses to be every part m the testator's own handwriting. 

No will in writing whereby personal estate is bequeathed, shall b© sufficient t 
or give the same, unless such will be executed with the same formalities as are re< 
the execution of wills of real estate j provided, nevertheless, that thejprovisions oi 
shall not be construed to afiect nunoupative wills. No will in writing, made alter jj 
which shall not be sufficient to convey or give personal estate, shall be good as lo any rei 
estate thereus devised^ 




7^ 







3 or SOUTH CABOUIU. 



SOUTH CAROLINA. 

n (dopted, ITSIL-Squie HDo, S3,aXL— FopolUJoa In 1B50, S6e,t97, 




THtRE >■ in Ihii dale eicnipted frotn levy toS rala 
cm ezecaCioo ihe fuUowiaR articia, ntnely : b> each 
funily two belli and aecetaary beddiagi two bed- 
Bteada i one ipiDDing-tf bed, and tVp-o paiia of carda ; 
one loom, aod one cow and calf; if a farmer, the ne- 
ceiiai; fanning oteniili ; ir a mechank, the loola of 
hia trade i the ordioiir emkiDK-ntetiMla, and teo dal- 
Ion' WDrth of pi 



Mechanics' Lien. 



proTe. or repaii 

msleriBls to be fornielied, and a general deswipIiOBof tho promnea, and recorded 
Id the office of the register of mettle cotiveyanoea for the diatrict in wbich such 

I caae for a greatn' lam than Ihe joal value whicb anch 

from the recording of the codtrsec, and to contime onlj 
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Chatty I4prlS:ages. 

No tnortgage of peraonsi propiirtT aball be valid ao aa to rfecl II 

mbaeijueoleredilorBot porthaiera, for a vain r'-' " ' *''■ 

nnlew the aame sba'l be recorded in the office 

ancee for the dialriel where the mortgager i 
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then alu in Ihe office of ttie aecrelary of atBCe, within aixty daya. 

In Ihe diatticM of Charieaton and Uicbtaiid, tbe; dudl be recorded in tbe office 



of Ibe iecretaty of 



Law regulating Contracts. 

pROHIiEa by ereculon or adniiniatraiorB to bind their own estate ; by any 
me to pay Ihe debt of anottier, or in cootideration of marriage, or lor any intereat 
k landa, ezoept letaaa UK eacMding three f eara, or that an Bot^ b« peifonn^ 
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liidjin one year from the making thereof, are Toid, unleaa the agiMaMBt or lona 
memorandum thereof be pyit in writing, and signed by the par^ to be (barged 
 er some one laWmliy aatbonsed. 

^ ,m 1 1 I I 

Idmitatioii of Acttoiuk 

All tidea to lands or posaeaiiona ibr seven years shall b« good agtlnat til 
daima whatsoever. Persons beyond seas allowed three years. 

Any person may prosecate bis right to land within ten years ; persons beyond 
Beas» married women, and persons imprisoned, hare seren years ; mioorabaTe Atb 
years after their majority. 

In actions to try titles to land, if the plaintiff or dafanant discootimie, or soflbr 
a nonsatt verdict or jndgment against him, or in any other way let the first ac- 
tion fall, he ma^ bring a second action within two years ; otherwise he is barred* 
Tiie second action is final 

Actions of trespass quare dautum fregit, trespsss, detione, troYer, replevin, 
debt, covenant, and case, mast be brongbt witirin foar years. 

Actions of trespass of assanlt and batteiy, and imprisonment, must be brought 
within one year. • 

Actions of slander most be brooght within six montfait 



Collection of Debts. 

Attachmert. — Attachment mayissne against the property, real and person- 
al, of a nonresident debtor, or a debtor who absconds, or who is removing oat of 
the district, or who conceals himself so that process can not be served npon him. 

Arkest. — A debtor, about to abscond before the maturity of the debt, may bo 
held to bail. 

A debtor may be held to bail in any case where the debt exceeds thirty dollars 
and sixty-two cts., upon affidavit of the fact being annexed to the writ or process. 



Deeds. 



AcKfvowLEDGXxiiTs of deods by the grantor on proof of their execution by one 
of the sabscribing witnesses may be made before any magistrate. Conveyances 
should be immediately recorded in the officio of the register of mesne oonveyan< 
oes of the district where the land lies. In Charleston district there is a spedal 
register ; in all the other districts die clerk of the couit acts as register. 

They may be acknowledged, out of the state, before commissioners appdnted 
by the governor for that pnroose. 

A scrawl of the pen may be used for a seaL The oonv^anoe most be attest- 
ed by two witnesses. 

The wife may release her dower, if she be of lawful age, in the premises con- 
veyed by her husband, by going before any judge of the court of common pleas " , 
or magistrate for the district in which dbe may reside or the land may be and 
acknowledge before him, apon a private and separate examination, that she did 
freely and voluntarily, without any compulsion, dread, or iear, of any person 
whomsoever, renounce and release her oower to the grantor, his heirs and as- . ^ * 
signs, in the premises mentioned in such deed. 

A certificate/mnder the hand of the woman and the hand and seal of the magis- 
trate, shall be endorsed upon sndi release, and raoordvd in the office of mesne 
conveyances, or office of the derk of die eoaaty eauit in ^le ^strict or com^ 
where the land lies. r» . ■•-L 

Form of Acknowledgment hy a tingle ma% ^ *^ 

Tlie State of South Carolina, \ •* 

Charleston District > * 

I, John Jonks, one of the judgn of ik$ eovni of common j^ieu^ do hereby certMV fhsl t* 

John Dos did this day appear before me and acknowledged that he did sign, seal, ml 

ni 



► 
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Wheniiie ram exceeds tUlrty dollan, tfaej may make affidavit of the ram doe 
before any jadge of the superior court, or justice of the inferior coart in the connty 
where the craft lies, and judgment may be entered thereon, and execution issue 
immediately. 

If the smn be thirty doUars or under, then the same proceeding may be had 
before a justice of the peace. 

Provision is made for proceediDgs when the claim is contested. 

The same lien and expeditious proceedings are allowed to persons employed 
in steam saw-mills^ to those furnishing timber or firewood, pfoviaons or supplies 
therefor. 

^Also millwrights and builders of gold-machines in this state are entitled to ttie 
nme Uen, and die same method of enforcing it 



* Chattel Mortgages. 

Thesk must be proved by the aflUavit of the subscribing witness, and re- 
corded in the clerk's office of the superior court of the county in which the mort* 
rager resided at the time of the execution of the mortgage^ within three months 
mm the date thereof 



•I 



Law regulating Contracts. 

No actkm shall he brought whereby to charge any executor or administrator, 
upon any special promise, to answer damages out of hit own estate ; or wherefay 
to charge the defendant, upon any special promise, to answer fer the debt, de- 
fault, or miscarriage, of another person ; or lo charge any person, upon any agree- 
ment made upon consideration of marriage ; or upon any contract or sale of lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, or any interest in or concerning them ; or upon any 
agreement that is not to be performed within the space of one year from the 
making thereof; unless the agreement upon which such a<^on shall be brought, 
or some memorandum or note thereof, snail be in writing, and signed by the 
party to be charged therewith, or some other person thereunto by him lawfuDy 
authorized. 

No contract far the sale of any goods, wares, and merchandises, for the price of 
ten pounds steriing or upward, shall be allowed to be good, except the buyer 
shnll accept part of the goods so sold, and actually receive the same, or give some- 
thing in earnest to bind the bargain or in part p83rment, or that some note or mem- 
orandnm in writing of the said bargain be made and signed by the parties to be 
charged by such contract, or their agents thereunto lawfully authorized. 



Limitation of Actions. 

Actions for the recovery of land must be brought within seven years. 

Infants, married women, persons insane, imprisoned, and beyond seas, havo 
three ^ears after die removal of such disability. 

Actions upon the case, other than for slander, actions for account, for trespasi^ 
debt, detinue, and replevin, for goods and [chattels] cattle, and trespass quare 
clavsum freg'itj within four yt^BTs. 

Actions of trespass of assault, battery, wounding, and imprisonment, within 
two yffars. 

Actions, upoa the case for words, within six months after the words spoken. 

Infants, married women, persons insane, imprisoned, and beyond seas; have 
the same times after dieir disability is removed. 

Hotes and Inslnunents in wHting, not under seal, within six years. Instru- 
ments under seal, within twenty years ; actions on open account, within four yeartb 
R foreign judgments in five years. 
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CoUectioii of Debts. 

Attachment. — In cage of non-reiideDce, or where both debtor aid 4aredHof 
reside withoat the limits of the state, the creditor may attach the real and per- 
aonal property of the debtor in the state. 

When a debt is not doe, and the debtor is removing or aboat to remove witb- 
ont the limits of the state, and oath is made by the creditor, his agent, or attor- 
ney, of the amount due or to become dae, and (hat the debtor is removing of 
about to remove out of the state, an attachment may issae against his property. 

In all cases pending a suit, if the defendant place hims^ in such a cirDum- 
stance aa woold, by the laws of the state, aatnoiixe aa attachment, one may 
iasae. 

Arrest. — Any person imprisoned or arrested for debt, who shall make it 
appear to the ooart that he is insolvent, and shall deliver a acbedole of his real 
and personal estate, debts, credits, and effects, and shall take the poor debtor^s 
or insolvent's oath, shall obtain a discbarge from imprisonment ; and every debuv 
so discharged shall not be liable to be imprisoned on execQtion for any debt con- 
tracted before his discharge with any creditor having notice of his application 
fi>r sach discharge, nor shaJl he be arrested or held to bail in mesne process fior 
any debt or contract entered into prior to his discharge. 

Married women and widows are not liable to arrest fi)r debL 



Deeds. 



Deeds must be ezecated under hand and seal (scroll), in the presence of two 
or more witnesses, and acknowledged or proved before a justice of the peace, or 
the chief justice, or one of the assistant justices, or clerk of the superior court, 
and registered by the clerk of the court in the county whbre such lands lie, with- 
in twelve months from the date of such deed. Seven yean undisturbed posses- 
sion gives good title to land. 

Deeds must be attested or proved before the clerk of the superior court, to be 
admitted to record. Deeds made out of the state may be admitted to record on 
affidavit of one of the subscribing witnesses before an officer in this state as in 
other cases. The wife joining must ackno'vledge and agree, before the chief 
justice, or any justice of the* peace, or other officer, authorized to take the ac- 
knowledgment, on private examination, that she did, of her own free will and ao* 
cord, subscribe, seal, and deliver the said deed, with an intention thereby to re* 
nonnce, ghre up, and for ever quit-claim to her right of dower and thirds, c^ in- 
to, and to, the lands or tenements therein mentioned. 

Consuls and vice-consols of the United States, duly appointed and recognised, 
may take such acknowledgment of persons being witnm their consulates^ and 
cectify the same mider dieir official seals. 

Form of Acknowledgment* 

State of Oeorgia, ) ,^ ^i^. , 

CJounty of Crmrfardy J "^ w" • 
On th\»Jir»t day of October, one thousand eight hundred and^y, before me 
personally came John Dob and Susan hia wifr to me knovtm to be the persoBfi 
described in, and who executed the foregoing comoeyaAce, and severally ac- 
knowledged that they executed the same; a7i(t the mid Susan, on P^^ate 
examination, acknotcledged and agreed that she did, of her own free wtlland 
accord, tubncribe, seal, and driver the $aid deed, with an *^^^!^ J^^^ Jj^ 
renounce, give up, and for ever quitclaim, her right of dower and thtrds^nd au 
her other tntereH of, into, and to, the lande or tenements therem menttanea. 

JOHN JONSS, Juetice of the Feaee. 



¥ 
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Sights of Manied WoniiL 

BowXR ---Tlie wife niiut make application for her dower within aeven jean 
from the tine of her buaband'a death. 

All oonveyances of lands and tenements made by the husband alone daring 
oovertore shall oooTey the entire premises (except sach lands aa the hnsband is 
seized of by his intermarriage with his wife), any law, nsage, coslom, or role of 
ooart, to the contraxy notwithstanding ; Provided, that nothing herein contained 
■hall deprive the widow of her right to dower in all lands of which her hoaband 
may have died leized and poaseased. 

Rate of Interest 

Thi legal me li wven per oeot K more be reserved, the paity loees Oie 
entire interest 



^07iUs. 

Thsss must be in writing, signed by the testator or some person in his pree- 
enoe and by his express direction, and attested and subscribed, in the presence 
of the testator, by tmree competent witnesses if to pass real estate, or two if per^ 
■ooal property. 
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TEXAS— (See page 271). 

 

Sights of Married Woxnea 

All p rop e rty, real and persona], owned or claimed by married women, or which may be 
owned or elaimed at fha time of marriage by any woman, or which she may acquire by 
gift, deyise, or descent, shall be registerea. 

A scbediue thereof shall be made out, particularly describing the same and admowledged 
by her that the property described therein is her separate property, and leeorded in the 
eoun^ or conntuM where it really lies, and If there be persoBal iw^perly, then also In the 
counQr where riie resides. 

Pro^rty so recorded can not be recovered by the creditors of the husband. 

She has also a community of acquits, or joins with the husband in all property acquired 
during coTerture. except tnat acquiredf by devise, gift, or descent The community prop- 
erty may be sold by the husband alone and is liable for his debts. 

Dowaa^— The widow Is entitled to Oie use of one third of the real estate for her lift. 



Rate of Interest 

^ Viit legal rate offaiterestwhera no rate is specified, is eight percent Pavttos may agree 

i. upon any rate as high as twelve per cent Where more is reserved no interest can be »• 

is ' covend. 



wins. 

No parsot csa deprive Us descendants by will of more tiian one fourth of his or her 
property. 

WtUstnuat be in writing, sigaed by the testator or by some other person in his presence, 
and by his directloB ; and moreover, if not wholly written by himBelf, be attested by two or 
more credible wittiesses above the age of fourteen years, subscribing their names in Ms 
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FLORIDA. 

Constitu t km adopted 184&--eqiiBre Mllet S»JM8^^opokikm la 1850; 87,387. 

ExiomptioiiB. 

Thb neccMBiT we«rio|f-ftppare1 wad bedding of ev» 
ery peraon, and tne oeoesaary wearing apparel, bedding^ 
and kitchen fornitare of every family, gball be exempt 
from execation, attachment, and diatreaa. The follow* 
ing property may be claimed aa exempt from execo- 
tion, attachment, and diftresf, except for yiolation of the 
criminal laws: the borne, aaddle, and bridle, or the 
horse, saddle, vehicle, and harness, of eveiy dergymax^ 
not exceeding in yalae one hundred doQan. 
^ The horse, saddle, and bridle, medicine, and profes- 
nonal books, and instroments, of every soigeoo, mid- 
wife, or physician, not exceeding in yaliie one hundred 
doBara : one se^ of working-tools, or instraments of eveiy mechanic, axtiat, «if»!rifft, 
artisan, or tradesman, not exceeding ifl valae one hundred dollars. 

The horse and gan not exceeding in valae one hondred dollars, belonging to er- 
ery farmer who is in actual cultivation of five or more acrea of land within tbt 
state; 

Every actaal boasekeeper witib a family, may daim as exempt, such portion of 
His propertv as mav be necessary to the sapport of himself and family, not to ex- 
ceed in value one hundred dollars ; thereby waiving daim to all right to other ex- 
emption of property; provided, in every case, the defendant is not moving out of 
the state, nor resides beyond the limits Uiere^of, nor is removing his property be- 
yond the limits of the same, nor is secreting or fraudulently disposing of ois prop- 
erty for the purpose of avoiding the payment of his just debts ; and, provided lUso 
the defendant shall make affidavit that he hath made a fair, fuU, and complete 
statement of all his property, in trust or otherwise, of all moneys, debts, find de- 
mands, due or to become due, which statement shall be signed by him and with 
the affidavit accompanying tbe return of the process. 

Evenr farmer seized and possessed of fort^ acres of land, in hia or her own right 
in fee simple, and shall actually have in cultivation at least ten acres of the same, 
shall hold the same free and exempt from execution, attachment, or distress, ex- 
cept for a violation of the crinunal law, or for fines or taxes ; provided, the laud 
aud improvements do not exceed in value two hundred dollars. 

Also the boat and gun of every fisherman, pilot, or resident upon any idand or 
coast, or any bay, harbor, or inlet of the state, and the boat and fiat of any ferry- 
man, when in either case the same shall not exceed in value two hundred dollars. 
Kvery owner of a dwelling-house is a city, town, or village, provided he shall actu- 
ally reside in said house, and provided also the same shall not exceed in value three 
hundred dollars, shall hold the same free from execution, attachment, or distreM, ex- 
cept for violatioa of the criminal laws, or for fines or taxes.— Passed January 3S, X851. 



Mechanics' Lien. 

Masteb-builders and mechanics of every denomination, in the state of Florida, 
contracting and engaging Jto put up and erect buildiuKs of every description, or enga- 
ging to perform jobs of work on any such buildings, shall have a lien on all »uen onild- 
ings as they may put up or erect or work upon, until the compensation for services snail 
he fully paid and satisfied, to the amount agreed upon between the contracting parUes. 

'Vhej shall enforce the lien only in the following cases, viz. : 1. Whsre tlie contract 
shall be reduced to writing and sigued by the parties making the same, a wnera 
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ibe smonnt shall be Gqaidated between Uie contracting parties, and a net balance 
be atrock between the peraona contmti&ag to perfinrm u afereaaid, or provida 
uaterklai 

All oontracta entered into, Hqoidated or net balance atrock, ahaB be recorded in 
the clerk's office of tbe ciioait«onrt, fiv the county where each contract ahall be 
required to be executed* within thirty days alter their execntioD. 

Artiaans, bnilders, and mechamcfl, and those who famish materials for bnildingB 
under contract with the proprietor thereof, and ail sab-contractors shall have a lies 
fiir Boch material foml^ed, and for work and labor done on hoases and other edi- 
fices» by them hereafter erected in whole or in part, each one for his own work and 
materials fomiahed. 

Every person wishing to avail himadf of the benefits of this ect, except anb- 
contractors, mast file with tbe clerk of the circait coart dTthe coanty in which the 
bailding to be charged is sitnate, and within six months after the materials have 
been farnished or the work and labor performed, a jast and trae accooot o£ the 
demand doe him after aU credits, and verify k by his own oath or tluit of some other 
person, and also file at the same time a correct description of the proper^ to lie 
charged wi^ said lien* 

^ Bveiy sabcontractor shall give notice in writing to the proprietor, of his inten> 
tion to famish materials or perform labor on the building, and the probable valae 
thereof, and if afberward (the proprietor or his agent not objecting), materials are 
famished or work done, the sab-con tractcnr shaH settle with the contractor in wri- 
ting, the same signed by the contractor, and certified b^ him to be just, shall be 
left with the owner or proprietor, or his agent, and withm ten days m>m the time 
the materials are fomished or work done, the sub-contractor shall file with the 
derk of the circait coart of the coanty in which tiie bailding -is fEdtuate, a copy 
of such settlement which shall be a lien on the bailing ; and he most also file a 
correct description of the property to be charged with the lien. 

The land upon which any bniJding shall be erected, togetho' with a convenient 
■pace around die same not exceeding five handred square feet, dear of the baild- 
ing, shall also be snbject to the above liens. 

Ship-chandlers, storekeepers, and all dealers, mechanics^ and workmen, shaB 
baye a lien on any ship, vessel, steamboat, or other water craft, for aU stores, pro- 
visions, rigging, or other materials^ or labor or services of anv kind fomished or 
lendered to, or for tbe oae of aach vessel, &c. ; which lien shafi have a preference 

over aU otherf ; the lien to cease if not enfcreed within twenty days afiter the 

•ocraed. 



Chattel Mortgagea 

Thssi moat be abknowfedged and recorded in the coanty where tbe voot^ i 

gaged property ahall be at the time of the execation of the mortgage. t 



Iiaw Regulating Contracts. 

Ho actimt Bli«n be brought whereby to charge any executor or administrator, upon* 
any speciB promise, to answer damages out of his own estate ; or whereby to charge 
the defendant, upon any special promise, to answer for the debt, default, or miscar- 
riage, of another person ; to charge any person, upon any agreement made upon 
consideration of mama^e; or upon any contract for sale of lands, tenements, or heredit 
aments, or any uncertam interest in or concerning them, or for any hire thereof, for a 
longer tenn than one year ; or upon any agreement that is not to be performed within 
the space of oae year from the making thereof; unless the afiteement upon which such 
action shall be brought, or some memorandum or note thereof, shall be in writing, and 
signed by the party to be charged therewith, or some other person thereunto by him 
lawfully authorised. 

No contract for the sale of any personal property, or goods»iltrM»8, and merchandises, 
SMUI be allowed to be goed, except the buyer shall accept part of Ae goods so sold, 
and actually recelTQ tbe same^ or give something in earnest to bindtbe bargain or in 
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part ftsymeot, or that some i%QM|or memorandum in writiag «f the faid bagfidn be mad« 
and signed by the partiea to to charged by such contract, or thdr agents thereunto 



lawfulfy authorized. 



Limitation of Actions. 



Acnoifs for tlie recorery of real property mnat be brought within aeren yeara. Ill 
ease of disability, of infancy, &c., within four yeara after the remoral of auch diBability. 
hi ease of death during diBability, then within three years thereafter. — Act of Jan. 1848. 

All actions upon the case, other than for slander, of account, for trespass, debt, deti> 
Due and replevin for goods and chattels, and the said actions of trespass guare clausum 
freg^it, must be brought within five years next after the cause of action accrued. 

Actions of assault, battery, wounding, and imprisonment, within three yeurs. 

Actions upon the case for words within one year. Actions founded upon any ac- 
count for goods sold and delivered, or for any article charged in any book-account, must 
be bf oufiht within two yeara from the delivery of the goods : if the creditors or tibe 
debtors die within such two years, then the further time of two years. 

Infants, married women, persons insane, imprisoned, beyond seas, or out of tlie 
country, have ihe same periods respectively &&er the removal of their disability. 

Actions of account, as concern merchandise between merchant and merchant, actions 
of debt on speciality, actions of covenant, are not regulated by statute, but governed 
by the English law prior to 1776. 

In suits against administrators on open account, it is the duty of the covrt to expimge 
every item due five years before the death of the party. 

No action can be brought on, or scire fadaa to revive a judgment against an adminis- 
trator or executor after five years from Uxe time such administrator or executor qualified. 

If any person, by absconding, concealing himself, or otherwise, prevents his credit- 
or from bringing suit within tne time above specified, the statute may not be pleaded 
by such peraon m bar of any suit brought against him. 



Collection of Debts. 

Attachmint. — Attachment may iosae open an affidavit that there ia ft debt 
due or to become due within nine months, and that the debtor ia actually removing 
out of the state, or resides beyond the limits, or absconda, or conceals himself, so 
that ordinary process can not be served upon hun, or is removing his pwperty be- 
yond the limits of the state, or secreting or fraudulently disposmg of the saye for 
the pnrpose of avoiding the payment <» his juat debts. 

ImpnaoDment for debt does not exist 



Deeds. 



CoNVSTAHCES must be made by deed in writhig, sealed and delivered fn the 
presence of at least two witnesses. They must be acknowled^d before the offi* 
cer authorized by law to record the same, or before some judicial officer of this 
state. The officer taking the acknowledgment shall know or have satisfactory 
pnx>f t|kat the person making such acknowledgment is the individual described in 
and who executed the deed. 

- If the acknowledgment is made oat of the state, then before the oommissioner 
appointed for that purpose. 

Dower in any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, in this state, may be extin- 
guished by the wife making herself a party to the conveyance for the purpose of ro- 
unquisbing Uie same, or she may by a separate relinquimment under ner hand and 
seiJ, executed in the presence of two witnesses, renounpeJ|er right of dowen and 
in no other way whatever; provided, such relinquiahmenlPor renunciation shall 
not in either case be valid against or binding upon the wife executing the same or 
any person or persons daimmg through or under her, unless it be accompamed by 
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dower u made freely tad Tohmtorily, and witlxN^kADy compulsion, oonstniofc, 
apprehension, or fear, of or fix»a tbe husband of the party making the said r«lin- 
qaishment. 

Conveyances to be admitted to record mast be acknowledge by the par^ 
making it, or proved by one of the sabscribiug witnesses. They most be record- 
ed by the recording officer in the county where ihe haada lie. 



Rights of Married Women. 

When any female, a citizen of this state, shall marry, or when any femsla 
shall marry a citizen oi this state, the female being seized or possessed of real or 
personsJ properly, her title to the same shall continue separate, independent, and 
beyond the control of her husband, notwithstanding her coverture, and shall not, 
be taken in execution for his debts. 

Married women may hereafter become seized or possessed of real and personal 
property during coverture, by bequest, demise, gift, purchase, or distribution. 

The husband and wife shall join in all sales, transfers, and conveyances of the 
proper^ of the wife, and the real estate of die wife shall only be conveyed by 
the joint deed of tlie husband and wife, dnly attested, authenticated, and admitted 
to record. 

The husband idiall cot be held or deemed liable to pay the debts of his w^ife 
contracted prior to any marriage hereafter (1845) to be solsmnized in this state ; 
but the property of the wife snail be subject to such debt 

If married women die in this state possessed of real and personal property, or 
of either species of prox)erty, the husband shall take the same Interest in her said 
property, and no other, which a child would take and inherit ; and if tbe wife 
should die withoat children, then the surviving husband ^all be entitled to ad- 
ministration, and to all her property, both real and personal. 

All the property, real and personal, which shall belong to the wife at the time 
of her marriage, or which she may acquire in any of the modes hereinbefore men- 
tioned, shall be inventoried and recorded in die circuit cout,or clerk's office of tbe 
county ill which such nroperty is situate, within six months after such marriage, 
or aflH# said property snail be acquired by her at the peril of becoming liable for 
her husband's debts : but any omission to make such inventory ^d record shall 
confer no rights upon her husband. 

Dower. — A widow is entitled to a life estate in one third of her husband s 
real estate. In his personal eiitate, if there be no child or only one child, the 
widow takes one half of it absolutely. If more than one child she takes one 
third absolutely, except jn slaves in which slie takes a life estate. A widow 
may elect to take dower or a child's part, if she takes dower she has only a life 
estate in the real property ; if she takes a child's part she has a fee>simple title 
to real property and absolute title to personal property including riaver. 



Rate of Interest. 

The rate of interest is eight per cent, by agreement; if no rate be specified, 
then six per cent^ Usary is pmiishable by indictment and loss of entire mtorest. 



Wills. 

Wills must be in writing, signed by the testator or by some other person in 
his presence, and by his express directions, and shall be attested and subscribed 
in the presence of the testator by three or more witnesses 
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ALABAMA. 

CoutitatlOK ad<9ted, 1819.— Square BfOes, 50,722^Popii]a|iM fak 18S0, 771,eS0. 




Ezemptioiui. 



Thbrb are exempt ftom lerr and aale on execatioo two beda 
and Airniture; three cows mhI calves; one work<horse, nrale, 
or pair of oxen ; twenty head of hogs ; twenty bead of sheep : 
600 weight of meat; 100 boahela of com ; all the meal that may at 
any time be on hand : two ploagha, two aeta plough-gears ; one 
table, one pot, one oven, two water-vessels, one dozen cupa and 
aancers, one set of knives and forks, one doceo plates, one 
coffee-pot, two dishes ; two pairs of cotton cards; one cham ; 
three chairs; twQ spinning-wheels; two axes, two hoes ; one 
horse or ox cart ; one gnn ; all books and family portreita, and 
all tools or implements of trade. Ooods and chattels l^^ng on 
leasehold property can not be taken without first tendering the 
landlord the amount due him for rent, not more lliaa for one year. 



Homestead-Ezemption Law. 

Forty aerea of land, when not within the corporate limits of any town or city, and qoC 
exceeding in 'value four hundred dollars, is exempt from execution. 



Limitation of Actions. 

Actions oT trespass, detinue, trover, replevin for taking gooda and chattels, actions of 
debt founded upon contract or lending not a specialty, for arrearages of rent, on a parol de- 
Juise, of account, and upon the case (except between merchants concerning the trade of 
merchandise), must be commenced within six years. 

Actions upon any lease under seal, or any sealed instmmeitf for the payment of money, 
within sixteen years. 

Trespass for assault, menace, battery, wounding, and impriaonmenC, within two years. 

Actions on the case for words, withm one year. 

Judgment in any court of record may be revised by tebrtfaekUt or action of debt, within 
twenty years. 

The ngbt of entry upon lands is limited to twenty years after the aecnud of such right 
(Possession for twenty years, under claim of title, creates a presumption of a grant.) 

Real, possessory, ancestral, mixed, and other actions for lands, are limited to thirty years. 

Actions of forcible entry and detainer are barred by three years' adverse possessifn* 

Actions on open account, except between merchants, are limited to three yeara. 

"Writs of error to ihe supreme court of the state are limited to three years. 

WUls may be contested by bill in chancery within five yearn from the time of probate. 

The time of absence from the state is not computed. 

Infants, nuirried women, persons insane or imprisoned, have the same periods respect* 
Ively after the removal of their disability. ^ 

The law rtgulathtg oontraeta w the tanu at in. Georgia (page VS^ 



Collection of Debts. 

Attacrmbnt.— Upon an affidavit that the debtor absconds^ secretes himself, or resides 
out of the limits of the state, or is about to remove out of the state, so that process can not 
be served upon him, or is about to remove his property out of the state, whereby the plain- 
tiff may lose his debt or be compelled to sue for it in another atate, or that the debtor haa 
fraudulently disposed of, or is aoout fraudulently disposing o(^ his proper^r ; or tibat he haa 
money, property, or effects, liable to satisfy his debts, which he fraudulently withholda ; 
and atating the amount due, and that attachment is not sought for Ibe purpose of vexing or 
harassing the debtor, and upon the plaintiff's executing bond to the defendant in double the 
amount sworn to be due, an attachment may issue agamst his properQr, real and personal. 
Attachments, ancillary to suits pending, may be sued out on the same grounds as original 
attachment9. 

Judgments are nanally obtained at Ae second term of the conrt after the institution of soit^ 
and creirie a lien on real estate, throughout the state, from the daM of rendition. 

Sxecntiona^bind personal property, in any county within the state, upon their delivery to 
the sheriff thereof. 

One year is the shortest time in which money can be collected by law. 

Arrest.— A person can be arrested for debt only when the plaintiff makea amdavit Omt 
the debtor is ibout to ahacond. or has or is about fraudulently to convey Mi property, or 
haa money or effects wMMie fraudulently withholds, or that the debt was eon^racMd by 



fraud. But the debtor IHdis^barge himself from arrest by making oath that the ground 
Rpon wbich he ia anesteiV untrae, and||pt he haa nothing with which to fay the debt } or 
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bj rendeiiojT  ichedale of all bis property of ewerj kind, and making- oalli fhnt he hu not 
property to the amount of twenty doUars, except that rendered in tlM acheduJe, and mich 
inoper^ as is exempt by law from execuUonr and that be has not disposed of any properQr 
to secure the same to his own use, or to d^aud his creditors. 

The plaintiff* may controvert the truth of the oath of the debtor. 

A person Convicted of rendering a false or fraodolent schedule, is liable to ImprlMmmeDt 
for one year. 



Deed& 

No witness is neeeasanr where Oie maker of the deed acknowledges the same before the 
officer, and a scrawl of tne pen may be used histead of a seaL Instniatents iraportinr on 
their face to be sealed shall be deemed sealed mstmments, whether the%rawl be added or 
not. Deeds must be acknowledged or proved according to law before they can be properly 
recorded. They may be acknowledged before a judge of the county cottrt, clerks of the 
circuit court of the several counties, and any notary public in any coun^ for which he is 
commissioned, and any Justice of the peace. 

The wife of the grantor, joining with him in the deed, need not necessarily be privately 
examined. AH conveyances should be immediately recorded, and in this state tney must 
be recorded within sue months, or they will be void against a subsequent bomt/Ue pur- 
ciiser or mortgagee without notice. 

When a marned woman Joins her husband in the execution of a deed in the presence of 
two or more witnesses, or acknowledges the execution of the deed before a competent offi- 
cer, the same operates as an absolute bar to her rig^it of dower in the land conveyed, and ia 
sucn case no piivaie examination is n e c e s s ary. 

J^wm ofAcknowUdgynent of Vtdfrom JohnJbnet and hi* Wife Mary Jonfii to John Browiu 

The State of Alabama, ) 
Montffomery County, 5 

Be it remembered, that the abov6'ttamed Joim Johes appeared personally before me, 
John Smith, judge of the probate court of eaid coimfy, and acknowledged that he signed, 
sealed, and aeliverea, tlie foregoing deed, on the day and year therein mentioned, to the 
aforesaid John Brown; and aUo appeared pertonaUyb^f&re me, Mary Junks, vy\fe qf tike 
aaid John Jones, ioAo, being examined privatdy and apart from her eaid hti^fondf adaunol- 
edged that the Hgned, eealed, and delivered the eaid deed^fred.y and ^f her own accord, and lotClk* 
out any fear, threaten or eompulrion, of her eaid hu^Htna. 

Given under my band and seal, this eeeond day of .<^prt7, in the year of our Lord one thoo- 
•and eight hundred and JIfty-one. JOHN SMITH (teal). 

Judge <if Ms l¥o5afs Court, M. O. 



Rights of Married WomezL 

All ttie propertr which a woman has at the time of her marriage, and all that she aer 
quires thereafter, is esteemed in law as her separate estate, notwithstanding her covermre, 
and the husband acquires no right to the property bv marriage. The property vests in the 
husband as trustee of tlie wife, the husband controlling the property, without liability to 
account to the wife for the proceeds. The property can not be taken by legal process for 
the husband's debts. The husband and wife are Jointly liable and suable at law for all 
necessary family supplies. 

Dower.— The widow (if no provision is made for her by will) is entitled to one third part 
of the real estate of which her husband died seized, and to which she has nofrelinquisoed 
the right of dower, and to one half of the personal propertr if there be no children, or if 
there be but one child ; if there be more than one child, and less than five, ahe is entitled to 
a child's part; if there be iive children or more, she is entitled to one fifth part in absolute 
rig^L She shall be endowed of one half of her husband's estate whenrbe aiea leaving no 
lineal descendants, unless the estate is insolvent. 

The widow may dissent from or waive provision in a will, and claim her dower, at any 
time wiAin one year after the probate of the will. The widow may retain the dwelling- 
bouse, plantation^ Itc, free of rent, untU her dower is assigned her. 



Rate of Interest. 

• 

The legal rate of interest is eight per cent In usurious contracts, the principal, without 
any interest, may be recovered. Persons takiag nsurious interest are liable to an action, 
gm tarn, for the whole amount. The party borrowing the money may be a witness to prove 
thetuury. 

I' __ 

Wills. 

EvHiT 9^no^(^<'^Biity«dae years of age, and of sound mind, ma||flapoee of lands by wHL 
Wills mttst be signed by the testator, or by some one in his pres^^and at his request, and 
attested by ^ve or more witnesses. Nuncupativajrills may b^^tablished wlwo the te«> 
tator \^ hft 101 ilpwis calli on persons to take-BoOPthat sueh is VLb wiU. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

ConBtltalion adoptsd, 1839.— Square WHes, 47,15L— Fopaladon in 1850, 600,000. 



EzemptioiiB. 

Thkrk is exempted in this state from levv and sale 
on ezecatbn, the agricaltaral implements of a farmer 
necessary for one male laborer; the tools of a me- 
chanic necessary for carrying on his trade ; the books 
of a student necessary for the completion of his edn^ 
cation ; the wearing apparel of each and erer}' per- 
son ; one bed and bedding ; one ploogh-horse, provided 
the valae thereof do not exceed one ha ndred dollars ; 
and one covir and calf of -every hoasekeeper, and the 
arms and accoutrements of eadi penKm of the enxoUed 
militia of the state. 
Goods on leasehold premises are not liable to eze> 
cation until the rent in arreari not to exceed one year, is tendered. 




Mechanics' Lien. 

Mechanics have a lien on baildings for their labor done and materials far- 
nisbed, provided the contract be reduced to writing and dfgned by the parties 
thereto, and recorded in the clerk's office of the court of probates of the county 
where such bailding is situate : or if there be no contract, that each person pos- 
sessing a lien commence a suit within six months after the date of said written 
contract, or the commencement of said building, provided that the contractor or 
mechanic perform lus work according to contract. 



Chattel Mortgages. 

MoBTOAOXS of chattels must be acknowledged and recorded in the court of 
the county where the property is situate ; and if removed to another coun^, must 
be recorded in that county within twelve months after such removal 



Law regolating Contracts. 

No action shall be brought whereby to charge any executor or administrator, 
upon any special promise, to answer any debt or damages out of his own estate ; 
or whereby to charge the defendant, upcm any special promise, to answer for the 
debt, default, or miscarriage, of another person; or to charge any person upon 
any ae^reement made upon consideration of marriage ; or upon any contract for 
the sale of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or the making any lease thereof 
for a longer term than one year; or upon any agreement which is not to be per- 
formed within the sps^e of one year trom the making thereof^ unless the promise 
or agieement upon which such aotioii shall be brought, or some n{pmorandnm 
or note tliereof^ shall be in writing, and signed by the party to be charged there- 
with, or some other penHB hy hiii|.Qr her tberminto lawfully authorised. 
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Limitation of Actions. 

Rkal and mixed aetionrmoit be bnogfat wiifain twenty yean after die eaoae 
of action aiyniea. 

All actioDfl of trespass guare davnim fregit^ of trespass, detmne, trover, and 
repleTin, far taking away goods and chattels ; all actkais of debt fimnded npoo 
any lending or contract wUiont specialty, or for arrearages of rent doe on a parol 
demise; all actions of account and upon the case, except actions for slander and 
■nch as concern the trade of merchandise between merdiant and merchant, their 
factors and agents, mast be commenced and sned within six yean next alter die 
Cnse of action has accmed. 

allnors, femme coverts, and persons non-oompos-mentis, at Uie time any canse 
of acti<m may aocrae, shall have the period of the limitation to institute suit, after 
tiie removal of their disability. 

The time daring which any person liable to a cause of action may be out of 
the state, is not reckoned a part of the limitation. 

All actions founded npon any contract tor goods, wares, or merchandise, sold 
and delivered, or for any article chai|;ed in any store accoant, most be commenoed 
and prdsecated within two years after the aocraing of sach caose oT action. 

Every action of debt or covenant* for rent or arrearages of rent, fonnded npon 
any lease under seal, and every ectfon of debt on a bill, obligation, and award, for 
the payment of money, mast be commenced and saed within sixteen yean next 
after the cause of action has accnied. 

Judgments of any court of record may be revived by srire faeiat, or action of 
debt mereon, at any period within twenty yean from the d^te of the Judgment. 



Collection of Debts. 

ATTACHiRirr. — If any creditor shall make complaint, on oath or affirmation, ts 
anv jadge of the supreme court, or justice of the peace of any county, that his 
debtor has removed or is removing out of the state, or so absconds or privily con- 
ceals hhnself that process can not be served on him, and state the amount of his 
demand^ an attachment shall be gnmted. 

A bond must be given by the ^aintiff to secure the payment of ooiCs and dam- 
ages that the defendant may recover against hhn. 

Airest for debt is abolished. 



It is necessary, to the doe execution of a deed, that a sial be used, and that 
it be attested by two subscribing witnesses. 

A deed must be acknowledged by die party or parties who shall have exe- 
cuted it, or proved bv one or mare of the subscribing wimesses, that such par^ 
or parties signed, sealed, and delivered the same, as his, her, or their voluntary act 
and deed, berore a judge of the supreme court of this state, or a justice of the 
county court, justice of nie peace, and notaries public, of that ooun^ in which the 
lands or some part thereof are situate, and a certi6cate of such acknowledgment 
written upon or under the said deed, and signed by the officer before whom it 
was made, and recorded with the derk of the county court where the land is 
situate. 

A married woman must acknowledge, on a private examination, apart from 
her husband, that she signed, sealed, and delivered the same, as her voluntary 
act and deed, freely, winnout any fear, threats, or compulsion, of her husband; 
and a certiSoate thereof must be written on or under the deed. 

la odier parti of the Union, ackoowledgment miai be^made beibre and oerti- 
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fied by th^ chierjasti^ of th« United States, or an sMociate jnatice of the sa- 
preme coart of the United States, or a distriet Judge of the 8ame» or any jadge 
or jaatice of the snprefiie or saperior court of any state or territory in the Union. 
In a foreign oodntry, they may be acknowledged before any coart of law, 
mayor or other chief magistrate of any city, borough, or corporation, of the said 
foreign ooontryt certified as aach acts are osoally, and anthentici^ed ty him or 
them. 

Form of Acknowledgment. 

Bute of Mississippi^ > 
Clmbome County, J "* 

Personally appeared before me, John Joirxs, jndge cf the tupreme court, the 
above-named Juhh Doe, who acknowledged that he w^gned, sealed, and daliT- 
^red the foregoing deed, on the day and year therein me&ti<ned, as bis ▼oluntary 
act and deed. 

Giren under my hand and seal, this ienitk day of Deoewibtr, ▲. D. one tfa(^- 
aand eight hundred and fifi$, 

(Seed.) JOHN JONBS, Judge cf Ike Supreme Court. 



Rights of Marriedi Women. 

A MARKTKD Woman may become seized or possessed of property, real or per- 
sonal, by direct bequest, f^ft, or purchase, or distribution, in her own name, and 
as of her own property, provided the same does not oome from her husband aitar 
marriage. 

The slaves owned before marriage, and their natural increase, continue her 
separate property, exempt irom any liability for the debts or contracts of her 
husband ; also those she may acquire by conveyance, gift, inheritance, distriba- 
tion, or otherwise, after marriage, and their natural increieiRe. • 

Dower. — The widow is entitled for life to one third of all the lands, tenemoitB^ 
and hereditaments, of which her husband died seized and possessed, or had 
before conveyed, whereof said widow had not relinquished her rigbt of dower as 
provided for by law. 



Rate of Interest 

The rate of interest is eight per cent for the bona fde use of mfloey ; mat per 
cent, upon other contracts. The penalty for usury is the loss of the entiie in* 
terest. 






Wills should be in writing, subscribed by the testator, and attested by three 
credible ^tnesses. K the will is wholly written by the testator, and subscribed 
hj Mm, it need not be attested by any witness. 
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LOUISIANA. 
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The aedons ftnr l^jnrioos words, reihsl or written ; fin* dsmagM eaued by dai'w or 
■nimals; that which a poMe«M>r may institute, to have himself maintained or restored to 
hia poMeasion, when he has been disturbed or evicted ; for the deliTory of merchandise or 
other effects shipped on board of vessels ; for damaire sustained by merchandise on board 
of ships, or which may have happened bjv»hlpa running foul of each otfaeiw«re praacrlbed 
by one year. 

The action for arreavMiefl of rent-charge, annuities, sad alimony, or of the hire of movo- 
ables or immoveables ; for the payment of mooey lent; for the saUiries of oveneers, clerks, 
secretaries, and teachers of the sciences, for lessons by the year or quarter ; of physicians, 
■siirgeona, and apothecaries, for visits, operations, and medicines are prescribed by three 
years. 

Actimis on bills of exchange, notes payable to order or bearer, except bnk-B0(es: dioao 
on all effecu negotiaUe or transferable by endorsement or delivery— are preserlbed by Ihro 
years. ' 

All actions for immoreable propel^, or for an entixo estato, u m CBBnaloiLira Pi9* 
■•ribed by thirty yearSk 

-i 

CoUectioa of DebtiL 

AicitcgT.— Since March 28, 1840, no person can be arrested after JudgBtent hat been ob* 
tained, in order to compel payment thereof. But tbe debtor may be anested befwe Judg- 
ment, upon an affidavit that be is al>out to leave the «tate permanently, wfOumt leaving in It 
sufficient property to satisfy the judgment which the creditor expects to obtain. 

Women, married or single, can not be arrested, nor can non-residents. 

Attachmeht.<— A creditor may obtain an attachment of the property of his debtor In the 
following cases : 1. Where such debtor is about leaving permsnently the state, witboot 
there bemg a possibility of obtaining or executing judgment against nfm previoos to his 
departure, or where such debtor has already left ne state, never again to return. 2. When 
such debtor resides out of tbe state. 3. When be conceals himself; to avoid being cited. It 
may also be attached in the hands of drird persons, in order to secure the payment of a debt 
whether the amount be liquidated or not, provided tbe term o1 payment have arrived, and 
the creditor, his agent or attorney in fact, who prays for the attacDinent, state expressly and 
positively the amount which he claims. An oblig^on must be given in favor of the 4** 
fendaat lor a sum exceeding one half that winch he claimed, with tbe sure^ of one gotA 
and solvent person, residing within the Jurisdiction of the court to which the petition ia 
presented, as a security for the payment of su^h dsmages as such defendant. may recover 
against him, in case it should be decided that the attachment was wrongAilly obtained. 

If a creditor know or suspect that a third person has in hia possession property belonging 
to his debtor, or that he is indebted to such debtor, he may make such a person a party to 
the suit, by having him cited, to declare on oath what property belonging to the defendant 
he baa in nis possession, or in what sum he is indebted to suoh defendiiit, even when tho 
term of payment has not yet arrived. 



Deeds. 



Thcse may be recofded with a notary public, without any proof or tadienticatioa. They 
are termed acts of sale, and are of two kinds, prlVate acts and authentic acts. Private acts 
are those merely under the bands of the parties. Authentic actsare those where the iwrties 
appear before a notary public, who reduces the contract to writing, and aigas it, as well aa 
tbe parties, in tbe pressnce of two fiee male wit9es8es, who must ee fourteen yean of age. 



Rights ol Married Women. 

Tn debts of both hnsbaad and wife, contracted bsfbre marrisge, ye ehavgisUe onlljr oa their sepantsaiid 
mdividual propertv. 

The property which the husband or the wife owns before maniwe, or tl^at comes to either by «ft, be- 
queflt, or ioberHimce, after (oarriaee, rniMias the distinct and indtvunsl property of the party to vhtom it 
bek>i^ As to all other property, they are partners, nnless she elects to the contrary. 

The wife, even when sue is separate in estate flrom her husband, caa not alienate, grant, BortMge, or 
tcquire, eiuier by gratuitous or encumbered title, unless her husbaiid concurs in the ac^ or yields his ce&< 
^erit in writing. . * ' 

Tbe wife may make her last will without the anthority of her husband. '.f . 

The suryiring wiib has the usnihict of the portion coming to Iwr chihlren, antO •hesMnieaagaia. 



Rate of Interest. 

Tub legal rate is five per cent ; but parties may agree on any sum as high »^^£g^^V» 
cent. BMk interest is six per cent The penalty for osanews eoatraOs to a foifmure qI 
the entire interest 

(For WILLS, see Amcahsai, page 2T7.) 
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Liniitation^of Actions. 

B,K A L and mixed tetionr moat be Imagiit widun twaty yetn after the 
of tctioo acprnes. 

AU actioDs of treapaaa quart daumm fregU, of traspaafi, detime, tiorer, and 
fepIeTin, tot taking away goods and chattels ; all actions of debt foaoded apon 
any lendio^ or cootract wftfaoot specialty, or fcH* arrearages of rent doe on a parol 
demise ; all actioos of mccoant and upon the case, except actions for dander and 
aoch as coneero the trade of meiehandise between naerchant and mezebant, their 
factors and agents^ most be commenced and saed within six yean next afor tfie 
caue of action has accroed. 

Elinors, femme covertt, and persons non-compos-ment3s» at the time an^r causa 
of action may aocme, shall have the period of the limitation to instimte snit, after 
the removal of their disability. 

The time daring which any person liable to a canse of action may be oat of 
the state, is not reckoned a part of the limitatkm. 

All actions fonnded npon any contract for goods, wares, or merchandise, aold 
and delivered, or for any article diaraed in any store account, most be oommenoed 
and prosecoted wi^in two yean after the accmtng of snch canse of action. 

Every action of debt or covenant, for rent or arrearages of rent, fonnded upon 
any lease under seal, and every action of debt on a bill, obligatioo, and award, for 
the payment of mone^, mnst be commenced and sued widiin sixteen yean next 
after the canse of action has accmed. 

Judgments of any court of record may be revived by wire faeiaa^ or action of 
debt raereon, at any period within twenty yean from the df to of the judgment. 



Collection of Debts. 

ATTACHKCirT. — If any creditor shall make complaint, on oath or afBrmatfon, to 
any Judge of the sapreme court or justice of the peace of any county, that his 
debtor has removed or is removing out of the state, or so absconds or privily con- 
ceals himself that process can not be served on him, and state the amoont of his 
demand, an attachment shall be gruited. 

A bond most be given by the plaintiff to secure the payment of ooats and dam- 
ages that the defendant may recover against him. 

Aireat for debt is abolished. 



It is necesaary, to the due execution of a deed, that a sial be nsed, and that 
it be attested by two subscribing witnesses. 

A deed must be acknowledged hj the party or partjes who shall have exe- 
cuted it, or proved bv one or more of the subscribing wimesses, that such par^ 
or partiea signf d, sealed, and delivered the same, as his, her, or their voluntary act 
and deed, hetate a Judge of the supreme cOurt dt this state, or a Justice of the 
county court, justice of toe peace> and notaries public, of that countv in which i^e 
lands or some part thereof are situate, and a certificate of such acknowledgment 
written upon or under the said deed, and signed by the oflBcer before whom it 
was made, «nd recorded with the derk of the county court where the land is 
aituate. 

A married woman must acknowledge, on a private examination, apart from 
her husband, that she signed, sealed, and delivered the same, as her voluntaiy 
act and deed, freely, without any fear, threats, or compulsion, of her husband; 
and a ceiliftcate thereof must be written on or under the deed. 

In other par^ of the Uniooi, acknowledgment mvtx be^made before and oerti- 
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fied by th^ cTiiefjastie^ of tiM TTnited States, or fui associate justice of tbe so- 
preme court of the United States, or a district jadge of the same^ or any iadge 
or jastice of the snpreikie or saperior court of any state or territory ia the Unioa. 
In a foreign co&try, they may be acknowledged before any coart of law, 
xnayor or other chief magistrate of any city, boroiigh, or corporation, of the said 
foreign coviitry^ certified as sach acts are nsoally, and authenticated ty him or 
them. 

Form 0f Acknowledgment, 

Bute of Mississippi, > 
Claiborne County, J "* 

Personally appeared befiaro me, Johh Joiris, j%dge cf the tvpreme court, tbe 
above-named Juh« Doe, who acknowledged that he signed, soded, and dtilr* 
^red tbe foregoing deed, on the day and year therein metitioiied, as his voluntary 
act and deed. 

6iT«n under my band and seal, tbii tenth day of December, A. D. one thqp- 
■and eight hundred and ^fl^, 

{8eal.J JOHN J0NE8, Judge of the Supreme Court 



Rights of Married *V7oineii. 

A MARRiKD woman may become seized or possessed of properQr, real or per> 
■onal, by direct bequest, gift, or purchase, or distribution, in her own name, and 
as of her own property, provided the same doea not come from her husband aAelr 
marriage. 

Tbe slaves owned before marriage, and dieir natural increase, oontinne bar 
separate property, exempt from any liability for the debts or contracts of her 
husband ; also those she ma^ acquire by conveyance, gift, inheritance, distribu- 
tion, or otherwise, after mamage, and their natural increase. • 

Bower. — The widow is entitled for life to one third of all the lands, lenements^ 
and hereditaments, of which her husband died seized and possessed, or had 
before conveyed, whereof said widow had not relinqniahed her rigbt of dower as 
provided for by law. 



Rate of Interest 

The rate of interest is eight per cent for tbe bona Jlde of e of money ; mz per 
cent upon o&er contracts. The penalty for usury is tbe loss of the entity in- 
terest. 



Wills. 



"Wills should be in writing, subscribed by tbe testator, and attested by fliree 
credible witnesses. If the will is wholly written by the testator, and subscribed 
by him, it need not be attested by any witness. 



'♦ 
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Tbeks m tjuj»|4 bimleiT too tuetmemocaam, 
ir bel/mgiug to «i^ erne MI llw twid oT  bmily, hia 
ursiring-tppml. except irab:b«, ud alia the aecea- 
mmr^ toob and implemetiM of mda of  mediuiio 

^vhjJe carTTiDS oti bla tradft. 

ir belonging to  married nan with a fusiW, ma 
bcvae. male, or joke of oxad -. one row and can l one 
irioagb. one axe, one boe, and one aet of ploni^ ^teart, 
if (be peTfon be a famier: ipionm^^whcela and carda, 
one ItKWd and appanlu neceaaaiy tor maparactoring 
cl«h m a prif ale hmily ; aJJ apqn jam, ibread, anil 
cloth, maonfcclnrad for family aae; any qoaDtirr "f 
faerap, flaa, cotbxi, and wool, not exceeding ttreDn'-6'>a ponada ; all wearing- 
■pparei of the family i two beda, with the njiaal bedding; and audi other hoiue- 
bold uid liiti:beD fomiiura aa may be neceagair for [be ftmilj, sgreeabhr (a aa 
faiiealory thereoC u be ntomed on oalb with Ihe execatioa bjtfae officer; dis 
neoeiaaiy looli and impteraenu oT liade of any mecbanic, wbile carrjJDg on bia 
trade ; all anna and miliuij eqnipnieata nqoired bj law to be kept, md all Inch 
prOTiflOM u may be on hand us family oae. 



Mechanics' Lien. 

Uiaaimca bare  lien fiir all aama orer one hondred dollBra, far libir and 
matariala. If diey file with tba clerk of the citcnit conn of the coonly wl>ere ilw 
baildlogia, a true aocDoncofdieii demand and ihe imoant due, varified bj oath 
of the penoa entilled to tbe lien, whicb lien eiteadi Ui Ihe land appurtenant la 
the bailding, not axeeeding two actea. 

The lien contimei Id bice only one year after Ilie boilding ii Gniahed. odIsm 



Law regfiJating Ccmtracts. 

Ko acHoD iball be bnaght — 

1. To charge anyeiecator or ■drainialnilDr, npoD aajapeoial promia^Io la- 
■wer for any debt or damage oat t^ hia own estate; 

t. To cfatrge any penoo, npon any ipeciil promiae, to anawer for tbs deW^ 
delaah, or minijiimage, ij' ■' 

3. To charge any pen 
riagO! 

4. To ehtrge any penon npon tny cmtracl fiir tbe aaJe of lam 
berediltmenta, or an; iMereal in or concerning ihem ; 

5. To obirge any peraon apon any leaae of laoda, tenement!, a 
kt  longer term than one jear ; 

t. To diarge uty peraon apon my contract, pnimlae, or agreei 
to be perfMned WU& one year ftmn tbe makins Iherenf; nnlea 
imniae, or contnot, npoa which mch aclloD AuH be bcoaghi, or 
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dnm or note thereof, sfaall be made in writing, «nd gigned hv the pnty to be 
charged therewith, or Mgned by ■ome oCfaar person by hint thereunto proper^ 
AQtborized. 

No oontrsct lor the sale of goodg, wtrM^ and mercbandiae, tor the price of 
thirty dollars or upward, shall be binding on the parties, anlesa, first, tttere be 
some note or roemorandaro, signed by the party to be cbai^d ; or, second, the 
parchaaer shall accept a part of the goods so sdd, and actaally receive the same ; 
or, third, ahsbH give soiaedilBg ia earnest to bind the baigain, or in pait payment 
thereo£ 



Lixnitation of Actioxis. 

AcTTONS Upon promissory notesL and other instraments in writing, not nnder 
seal, shall be commenced within five years after the cause of action dtiall aceras. 
Actions npen sealed inatntments, jadgments, and decrees, withm ten years- 
All actions of acconnt, assumpsit, or case, founded on any other omtract or lia- 
bility, within three years. • 

Non-residents are subject to the Kmitation equally with residents ; but when a 
debtor has absconded from another state into Arkansas, without the knowledge 
of his creditor, such creditor may sue within the time limited, after he la appriaed 
of such residence of the absconding debtor. 

Minors, married women, persons insane, or imprisoned oat oi the state, bftve 
the same times respectively after the removal of their disability. 

Any acknowledgment to take a case out of the operation of the sti^te, or to 
bind a person for a debt contracted daring infancy, must foe in writing. 
One joiai cdntraetor or execuuv is not bound by the promise of another*^ 



Collection of Debts* 

Attachment. — If a creditor shall, at the time of filing his declaration, file an 
affidavit of himself, or some other person fin- him, stating that the defendant is 
justly indebted to the plaintiff in a sum exceeding one hundred dollars, and sta- 
ting the amount, and also thnt the defendant is not a resident of this stnte, or that 
he is nboat to remove out of this state, or that he is about to remove his gooda 
and e^cts out of this state, or that he so secretes himself that process can not be 
served on him, an attachment against his property may issue. 

Bond, in double the amount claimed, must also be filed, conditioned for the 
payment of such damages as may be awarded against hiM. 

Justices of the peace may issue an attachment in like casea when the demand 
M one hundred dollars m^kss. 

Boats running on the navigable waters of the state may be attached for debts 
contracted by die owner, &c., on account of work or supplies furnished the 
boat 

AiiREST.--0"nly in case of fraud alleged by theplaintifi; and supported by hit 
affidavit and the affidavit of some dibinterested and creditable person, to the facta 
on which such aJlegadon ia founded, can any person be arrested in a civil action. 



Deeds. 



Deebs shall be executed in the presence of two witnesses, and sealed. 

They should be acknowledged, if in the state, before the supreme court, ttie 
circuit court, or either of the judges thereof, or the clerk of either of said «w»rtj 
or before the county court, or the presiding judge thereof or any justice ot toe 
peace, or notary public. 
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If daewhere in the TTnited Sutei; before any oonrt of the United States^ or of 
•ny state or territory liayiog a aeal, or the derk of any aocfa court, or the mayor 
of any city or town, or the chief officer of any city or town, having a seal of oflSce. 

If oat of the United Statea, before any cocnt having a a^aJ^ or any mayor or 
chief officer of any city or town having an official seal. 

The certificate to be attested under the seal ci oBkie ; bat if he hanre no sadi 
eetHj then onder his official signatare. 

If the grantor be not personally known b> the officer, he moat be satisfactorSy 
proven. 

The grantor mast acknowledge that- he execated the deed for the comndera- 
tlon and purposes therein mentioned and set forth. 

Married women must voloMarily appear before such court or officer, and in 
the absence of her hasband declare that she had, of her own free w^itl, executed 
the instmment in question, or had signed and denied the relinqaishment of 
dower, for the purposes therein contained and set fortfa^ without compulsion or 
undue influence of her husband. 

Deeds should be recorded^ by the recorder of the comity where &e land » 
Btaated. 4 ^ 

Form of AeknowUdgmenU 

State of Arkansas, > f/>«,4f. 

County of Franklin, J » ^«- 

Be it remembered, that on the first day of October^ oa& thousand eight bun* 
dred and fifty , before me, John Jones, a notary public in and for said county* 
personally appeared John Doe and Susan hi» irtfif to me perstnally known to 
oe die persons described in and who executed the fraregoing conveyance ^ and sev- 
erally acknowledged that they execated the same, for the consideration and pai> 
poses therein mentioned ; ana the said Svsas, having" volnntarUy appeared brfore 
Me, in the absence of her husband, declared that she had, of her own free will, 
executed the said conveyance, and had signed and sealed the relinquishment of 
her dower, for the purposes therein contained and se^ forth, wUhout compulsion 
or undue influence of her husband. 

(Seal.) JOHN JONES^ Notary Public. 



Rights of Married 'Women. 

Ant married woman may become seized and possessed of any property, real 
or personal, in her own right and as of her own property, provided the same does 
not come from the husband after marriage. 

The daves and their natural increase, owned by any married wooMn before 
marriage, and that she may acquire after marriage, shaH be her separate prop* 
erty, exempt from any IfabiJity for the debts or contracts of the hosband. 

But a schedale, under oath, and verified by ihe oath of some other reputable 
person, most be made out by the husband and wife, and filed in the recorder's 
office of the county where the property is, and of the county where they reside. 

Dower. — A widow shalt-be endowed of the third part of all tbejanda 
whereof her husband was seized of an estate of inheritance at- any time during 
the marriage, unlets the same shall have been relinquished in legal form. 



Rate of Interest 

Whikb no rate is mentioned, it is six per cent. Parties may contract for vsj 
nte not exceeding ten per cent Usurious contracta are void* 
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Wills. 

Stxht will shall be executed and attested in the following manner :— 

1. It mast be tnibscribed by the testator at the end of the will, or by some pef* 
■on for him at his request , 

2. Sach sabscription shall be made by the testator in the presence of each of 
the attesting witnesses, or shall be aclmowledged by him to have been so made 
to each of the attesting witnesses. 

3. The testator, at the time of making sooh'Vubscription, or at die time of ac- 
knowledging the same, shall dedare the instmment so subscribed to be his will 
and testament. 

4. There sjiall be atjeast two attesting wimesses, each of whom shall sigahia 
name as a witness at the end of the will, at the request of the testator. 

5. Where the entire body of the will and the signature thereto diall be writ- 
ten in the proper handwriting of the testator or testatrix, such will may be 
established oy the unimpeachable evidence of at least three disinterested wit- 
nesses to the handwriting and signature of each testator or testatrix notwith- 
standing there may be no attesting witnesses to such will ; bat no wfll, with- 
out such subscribing witnesses, shall be pleaded in bar of a wfll subscribed in 
due form as prescribed in this act 

Every person who shall sign the testator's name to any will by his direction, 
shall write his own name as a witness to such will, and syue that he sig^aed the 
testator's name at his request. 



TTfTills. — Louisiana. 

Wnu are oancnnatiTe or open, myatic or sealed, and olograpliie. They nmat all b« in wiHing, eitber by 
Uie testatf>r hinwelror by acme otber person under bia direction. 

Nancnpative wills may be made by public acts or by net under private signature. If by public acta, it 
must be received by a notary public, in the presence of three wHnesaea residing in the place where the will 
is executed, or of Are witnesses not residing in the place. It must be dictated by the testator, and written 
by the notary as it is dictated. It must be read to the testator in presence of the witnesses, mad signed by 
the testator. AH those formalities must be fulfilled at one time, without interruption. It must be signed 
by the witnesses, or at least by one of them for all. if the others can not write. 

If under private si^^ture, it must be written by the testator or by any otber person ftom his dictation, 
in presence of five witnesses residing in the place where the will is received, or of seven witness e s residing 
out ofthe place; or the testator may present the paper on which he has written his testament, or caused n 
to be written out of their presence, declaring to them that that paper contains his last will. In either case, 
the will roust be read by the testator to the witnesses, or by one or the witnesses to the rest, in presence of 
the testator. It must be signed by the testator if he is able, and by the witnesses, or at least by two of them in 
case the others know not how to sign, and those of the witneasss who do not knew bow to sign must slBx 
their marks. 

The mystic or secret testament ia made in the following manner: The testator mast sign the will, whether 
be has written it himself or has caused it to be written by another. Tlie will, or the naper serving as its 
envelope, must be closed and sealed. The testator shall present it thiia closed and sealed to the notary and 
seven witnesses, or he shall cause it to be closed and sealed in their presence. Then he shalt declare to tha 
notary, in presence of the witnesses, that that paper contains his testament, written by himself, or by an- 
other by his direction, and signed by him the testator. Tlie notary shl^ then draw up the act of superscrip- 
tion, which -shall be written on the will or on the sheet that serves as its envelope, and that act shall he 
signed by the testator, by the notaiy, and by the witnesses. Those who know not how or are not able to 
write, and those who know not how or are not able to sign their name^, can not make dispositions in the form 
ofthe mystic will. In all cases the act of superscription must be signed by at least two witnesses. 

Tlie olographic will is that which ia entirely written, dated, and signed, by the hand of th* testator. It 
is subject to no other ibrm, and may be made anywhere, even out oruie state. 

The following persons are absolutely jocapable of being witnesses to wills: WomoAOf what age soeter ; 
male children who have nut attained the age of sixteen years complete; persons msane, deaf, dumb, or 
blind ; neraons whom the criminal laws declare incapable of exercising civil renctions ; and slavea. Neither 
can wills be witnessed by those who are constituted heirs or named iMpiteeB, onder whatsoever title i% nay 
b«k Mystic wills are excepted firom this article. . 

24 
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TENNESSEE. 

CaBatlntlOD kdqited 1835— fiqain UDe* ^GOO— Fopoliflini In ISSO, l,<IE^n& 

Exemptions. 

Tmu <• exempted In ibis piue R'ddi lerjr iq)d Hie on 
recnaoD— one Dnw and etifi one beditesd and bed, cob- 
JBhy pot more thtn twentj-flTeyoimdaoffemberi; two 
leetf, two blmketi, Bud one cannlerpime ; wbentfae^i- 
V' I DrcoailiCB of six or more peraonB, one addltlonaT fefitber- 
j bed, bcdilcad, and bedolotbei, are allowed; oDBb^f doi. 

 - ' fE» and ftirka. all platei, one disk, one pot. oos 

ippmgaic ; five brad of (beep ; ten bead of aLock 

^ , ul fowla and poultry ; ais chain ; one bible and 

bpun-book y one loom anA gear ; alia ten barrelj of com ; 

' — A thne hundred weight of pork or bacm, la Uie cue 

, o-o „ , — a plough, one hot one aet of 

Rua lor plooghfaif , aw Iron wedrt ; and one laim borae, mole, or Take of oxen ; and 
ttw worknum'a cm aet oTineahanical toola, uaneJ and neceiaary in bia trade ; uj indl- 
sent, decrepit or i^olic prraon or peraona, who are unable by mannal labor w phyal- 
cal ererliona to oblain a liTihA ot aupport, ere exempt from working on public roade, 
and paying poll tax, when auoi infirmiUo abalJ be made to appear nfi^ctory b> anj 

of any mHitia-Au, are exempt from ^Eecntio& at «]ltliiiea< 

Mechanics' Iden. 

WmH (my mechtsle or undertaker, by epeidalconlrutwiai tbe owner of any lot of 
noand or traet of land Id Ihl> state, or hu ngent, ibell conitriKt, buOd, or repair, ^Iker 
In whole or In part, or fumleh jnateriaia or any part of oiaEeriala, in die coiutmction, 
building, or [enairing, of any bnuse, fiiturca, or improTcmenta, or afaall do any work 
upon theaaid hoaae^-dtfier by SniahiDrolf Ihe lULaie, painting, oniasienljngj or other- 

Ibe lot of rroiDid thereto Bttaohed. inprof onion to tha amount and Tahia of work done 
or iDBteriBia ftamiahed a* aforeiaid. 

A lien hereby created, ahall conQnite one year after the woA dose, or malEtiali fnr- 
piabed, and nndl tbe decidon.of any anit tiiat may be brought within that time for ib« 
debt diat may be dne laid mechanic or undertaker ; also aald lien gbaK extend to jour- 
neynwD, or an wbo Ed part build, or In part furnish meteriala. Provided notice in wri- 
ting of aald lien ahall be Snt eiTen to tba owner or proprietor of said lot, tract of land, 
houae^ or lin[RVTenentB. or bia agent, al tbe time aaid work ii began, or maletiala Cur- 
Dlilied by leid journeymen or other peraon- 

Wfaen any debt la contracted by Uie muter, owner, afen^ or conaiguec.'of any iteem 

ticlee fumlihed for or toward llifl building, repairing, fltdng, farniidlhig, or eqaippirig, 
aui;li atcam or keel boat, or for »age) due to the haodi Ibercof. inch debt >hal]\e a Ueo 
upon euch itenm or keel buat, ber tackle and fnmlfore; provided that anit bo com- 
menced wLtbiD three motilbB from the time Hid work ia fini^ied, or aald mateiiali or 



Chattel MortgagOB. 

•ma aa mortgagei oi 



Law HegnlatiTig Contracts. 

Ho aeliai ahall be brought whereby to charge any aaecntoT 
upon any apecial promlM, to anawer any debt or daman 
ot wlwieb; to cbarga the dele 
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debt, default, or miscarriage, of another person ; or to charge any penm upon 
any agreement made apon consideraticM of marriage ', or apon any contract for 
the sale of lands, tenements, or hereditaments,, or the making any lease thereof 
for a longer term than one year; or apon an agreement which is not to be per- 
formed within the qpace of one yeflt from the making thereof nnleis the promise 
or agreement upon which snch action shall be broaght, or some memorandum 
or note thereof, shall be in writing, and signed by the party to be charged there* 
with, or some other person by him thereunto lawftdly aodkorixed. 



Limitation of Actions. 

Actions of account, and upon the case, except snch acoonnts as ooncem the 
trade of merchandise between merchant and merchant, their factors or servants ; 
actbnR of debt for arrearages of rent ; actions of detinae, replevin, and trespass* 
qvare clausum f regit, must be brought within three yean next after the cause of 
action accrues. 

Any contract or lending, without specialty, within six yean from the time the 
caufle of action accrues. 

Actions of trespass, assault, battety, wounding, and imprisonment withih one 
year. 

Actions of slander, within six months. 

The same limitation applies to bonds, bills, and other securities, made trans- 
ferable by law, after their assignment or endonement, as is applicable to prom- 
issory notes. 

There is the usual- saving in favor 'of infants, femme coverttt and persons non- 
compos mentis, imprisoned, or beyond seas, of the term of Umitatioiv after the 
removal of their respective disabilities. 



Collection of Debta 

Attachmcnt.— When the sheriff shall return that "the defendant is not to bo 
found in his county," in civil cases, an attachment may issue against the property 
of a defendant who is a resident of the state. 

When a creditor makes afiSdavit that his debtor so absconds or conceals himself 
that process can not be served an. him, or is removing or about to remove bims^lf 
or his property without the state, or is absconding or concealing- himself or his 
property, or that he is a non-resident, and states therein the amount of his claim, a 
writ of attachment may issae against the property of the debtor. 

Arrest for debt is abolished. 



Deeds. 



These must be sealed, and attested by two subscribing witnesses. 
When the wife joins her husband in a conveyance, she must be privately^s- 
amined, separate irom her husband. 

Form of Acknowledgment* 

State of Tennessee, } 

Marion County, \ ' 
Personally appeared before me, John Joites, derk of the county court cf 
Marion, the within-named John Doe toith Susan his iw/c, with whom I am per. 
sonally ac<]uaiDted, and who acknowledged that he executed the within deed for 
the purposes tlierein contained. 

24* 



282 8PBCUL LAWa OF TENNB^SEB. 

Wittees my band at office, thU tenth day (^February, one dwaaand eight hao- 
dred mmj^ffy-one. 

And Susan Doe havine also personally appeared before me, privately and 
apart from her husband^ the said John Dor, acknowledged the execution of said 
deed to have been done by herfreely^ voluntarily, and utiderstandingly^ toithout 
compulsion or testraint from her said Jmsband, and for the purposes therein 
expressed, 

WitDeas John Jones, clerk of said court, at office tbia tenth day of December, 
one thoaaand eight faandred aad^fty. 

Acknowledgments may be made befi»« tho cleik of any county court in the 
a^te. 

If made oat of the state, they may he acknowledged' before a notary public 
under his seal of office, or before a-jddge of a supreme, circait, or superior court 
of any state or territory of the United States. The jadge mast endorse thereon 
or append thereto a certificate of sach acknowledgment, and the official chai^c< 
ter of such judge must be certified by the governor of such state or territory mider 
fche great seal thereof. 

Deeds must be recorded in the office <^ the register of Uie cotmty where tha 
lands are sitaate. 



of Married *V7omen. 

When any married woman shall, either before or after marriage, become en- 
titled to any interest in any lands, tenements, hereditaments, or other real estate 
whatever, either by gift, devise, descent, or in any other mode, it shall not be law- 
ful, by virtue of any judgment, decree, or e:^cution against the hus.band of such 
marned woman to sell or dispose of bis interest in the real estate of the wife ; or 
by yiAne of the judgment, sentence, or decree, of any court in this state to dis; 
possess or eject the husband and wife from the possession of the real estate of the 
wife acquired in any manner, either before or after marriage. 

The exemption of the husband's interest in his wife's lands, shall not extend 
beyond his wife's life, nor shall the hasband sell tlie same during his wife's life- 
» time, without her joining in the conveyance in the manner prescribed by existing 
laws, in which married women shall convey lands. 

When any person shall die intestate, leaving no heirs-at-law capable of inherit- 
ing real estate under the lavvs of the state, but leaving a widow she is entitled 
in fee simple to all the real estate of which her hasband died seized and pos- 
sessed, aiter paying the debts of her husband. 

Dower. — A widow is entitled to dower of one third part of the lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments, of which her husband died seized or posaessed. 



Rate of Interest. 

The legfd.rate is six per cent. ; and th& person exacting more is liable to a 
fine of not less than the amount nsuriously taken. 



wms. 



I^ILLS must be in writing, signed by the testator, or some other penum in Mi 
presence and by his express direction, and subscribed in the jyeaence of the tes- 
tator by two witnesaes^ no one of whom is interested in the wilL 
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KENTUCKY. 

Constitation adopted, ISSO.—Squaie Miles, 40,50a— Population in 1850, 993,944. 



Exemptions. 

There is exempt from lery and sale on ^ecntion 
one work-beaBt, or yoke of oxen ; one plough and gear, 
one axe, one hoe ; two cowa and calvea ; two b^t, bed- 
ding, and famitore; one loom and spinning- wheels^ 
and cards for the aame ; all the spun yam and mana- 
factared clolh and carpeting manafactnred by the fam* 
ily, necessary for the use of the family ; one pot, one 
oven, half dozen plates, halfdozen caps and SROcers, 
one coffee-pot, one teapot, half dozen knives and forkis ; 
one table ; th6 family Bible ; one saddle and its ap< 
pendages, one bridle ; six chairs, not exceeding eight 
dollars in value ; poultry of their own rearing, or pur- 
chased for family use ; five htaad of sheep, and wearing-apparel ; and to a me- 
chanic his tools, not exceeding one hundred dollars in value, but the work-beast 
of any medhaoic who cUims his tools, shall be liable to execution. 




Lien. 

In the towns of Bowltng-Green, RuRsellville, and Owenborongh, the city of 
Maysville, the town of Brandenburgh, the city of Lexington, and in the town of 
Paducah, the mechanics have a lien for their labor and materials furnished in the 
construction or repair of any buildings, upon the building and the lot of land on 
which it is situate, provided they file their amounts in' the county court olerk** 
office within six months from the time they cease to work, and proceed to en- 
force their lien by suit. 

In Fadticab, they may enforce their lien wiihin one year by bill filed in the 
M'Cracken cireait court. 



Chattel Mortgages. 

Chattel mortgages mnst be acknowledged and recorded the same ag deedn 
of real estate. 



Law regulating Contracts. 

No action shall' be brought whereby to charge any executor or administrator, 
upon any special promise, to answer any debt or damages out of his own estate ; 
or whereby to charge the defendant, upon any special promise, to answer, for the 
debt, default, or miscarriage, of another person ; or to charge any person upon any 
Agreement made upon consideration of marriage ; or upon any contract fu^ the 
Bale of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or the making any lease thereof for a 
longer term than one year ; or upon any agreement which is not to be performed 
within the space of one year from the making thereof; unless the pnftnise or 
Agreement np<xa which such action shall be brooght^ or some memorandum or 
»ote thereof; shall be in writing, and signed by the party to be charged therewith, 
<v by some other peraon 1^ him tbereonto lawfuHy authoriaed. 
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Uskitatioii of ActionB. 

All ictiong npcn the cMe, other tiban for slander, and actiona ibr aoooant, fer 
trespass, debt detinae, and replevin for goods and chattels, of trespass quart 
elautumfrerit^ mnst be oommenced widiin five years. 

Actions of trespass, aasaolt and batteiy, wounding, and imprisonment, wi&in 
^ree ^ears. 

Actions for slander, within one year next after the words spoken. 

Actions foimded apon an account for goods, wares, and merchandise, sold snd 
delivered, or for any article charged in any store account, within twelve montlia 
after the caose of action, or the delivery of snch goods. The limitation to be 
oompnted from the respective d^tes of the articles CDaii(i;ed. 

Minora, married women, persons insane, imprisoned, and ont of the United 
States, to have die same periods respectivdy after the removal of their disablKty. 

Persons absconding, concealing themselves, or in any way obstructing any 
person from bringing their action, not to have the benefit <^ the act 



Collection of Deists. 

Arrxst. — ^Hereafter no person shall be arrested npon ainr ori^nal or mesne 
process, except an affidavit be filed that die plaintiff verily believes that the 
debter will leave this state, or move his property oat of the same, before jodg* 
ment, or otherwise abscond ao that process after jadgment can not be execnted. 

Attach HBNT. — When the debtor is privately removing oat of the county, or 
absconds so that process can not be served, an attachment may issue. 

The conrt of chancery may issae an attachment when the debtor is about to 
remove his (miperty from die state, or to dispose thereof, with the intention of 
delaying or defrauding his creditors, even thongh the debt be not due. Bond , 
mast be p^ven by the plaiAtiff to pay costs and damages that may be awarded 
against hmi by reason of the attachment. 



Thvsi mpst he in writing, sealed, and lodged forreoord in die office of the 
ooanty court of the county where the land is sitaa£e within eight months. 

They may be acknowledged in any county court, or in the office ctf any soeh 
coart before the clerk thereof, or proven by two witnesses. 

Oat of the state, before any judge or justice of a superior or inferior court of 
the ooanty, district, or place, where they reside. 

I Form of Acknowledgment • 

State of K entuoky, > . „.. . 

County of Lkfing^ttcn, J™^"- 

Be it remembered, that on this ^rs< day of October, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and^/y, before me, at office, John Jonks, derk cf the county court of said 
ooanty, persooAnjr came John Dox and Susan his tnfe, to me known to be the 
persons desciroea in, and who executed the foregoing conveyance, and sever- 
ally acknowledged that they executed the same; and the said Susan, on an. 
.. examination by mf, privily and opart from her kuBband, declared that »he did 
freelv and wvHngljf teal and deliver the said ronveyancCf tohieh was then by 
me shown and explained to Iter, and that she wishes not to retract t<, and a«- 
knoiohdged it to be her act^ and consented that it may be recorded. 
Witness my hand and seal of ooart» at office, the ^y and year above written. 

(Seal.) J05N JONEa 

Ckrh of the County Court of the County cf JJvingHom, 
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If a married woman be a party, liMiiiiast be examined priTiIy and apait from 
ber bnsband, and declare that «be did freclv and wiUiogly teal and deliver the 
■aid writing, to be then ehown and explaiold to her, and withea not to retraet 
kf and acknowledge it to be ber act and consent that it may be recorded. 



Rights of Married Women. 

Thx slaves of a married woman and the increase thereof^ and ber real estate 
owned before or acquired after marriage, shall not he liable for the debts of her 
basband ; bat are liable for debts by her and ber hnsband jointly created^ in wri- 
ting, for necessaries fnrnished her or any member of ber family. 

The estate and property of the faosoand shall not be subject to die. payment 
of any contracts, ualulities, damages, or debt% inciured by th^ wife prior lo 
mamag& 



Rate of Interest 

Thb legal rate U six per c^iit. ^he unrioiis exoets only is T(dd. 



WUls. 



W4LL8 to be in writing, signed by the testator or by loiBe other person in bis 
presence and by bis directions; and if not wholly -written bv hfmseli; most be 
attested by tWo or more competent witnesses, subscribing their names in hit 
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OHIO. 




Ktcrt peraoowbo has mUmSijAtM l|)ld ezeoiFC 
firom execntioo — t_ ^ i.^ 

1 The we*rb>if-»pp«'*i *» ■"^ Mmuy ; uio oeaa, 
hedmendn, and bedding, ncceawiy finr the we of loeh 
fomily; one atorc and pipe, maed either fijr Gookuig « 
€]r wanning fbe dweUiog-iioiiae ; an amoont of fuel »vi- 
ficieot far the period of azty daya^ actnaly prarided 
«nd deaigned for the nae of aadi family. 

2. One cow, or, if the debtor own nocow, hooaehold 
foniitare. to be selected by the debtor, not exceeding 
fifteen dollars in ralne; two swine, or the pork the» 
Ihni- or if the dehtor own do awine, hooaehold or kitchen fom^te, to be aelected 
Stfie^i^S^ receding six doBai. in vahie; six A^ the wool shorn from 
ffie«,^Sdtibe ctolb or otber^articlea mamrfw^nred ^erefr«m; or, m heu of ^ 
d^ hoasebold and kitchen fumitnre, to be selected by the debtor, not exceed- 
Sngtek drflara in value, and suflBcient food for aaeh animal^ when owned by the 

debtor, for the period of sixty days. ■, i. iw i. i • 

sTrho WblegThyimi books, psahn-booka, testaments, and achoolhooka, uaed m 

the fcmily, and all family pictorea. * , ,, . ,* ^ ^ 

4. Any amoont of provisioDs aGtaally prepared and desigiied for ttie aoatenance 

of aoch famfly, not exceeding forty doUars in vahie, Id be s<dected by the debtor ; 

and soch other articles of hoosehold and kitcOien fumitare. or either, neccsaarv for 

£ debtor and hU family, and to be selected by the debtor, not exceedmg thirty 

«*Thft tools and implemenU of the debtor, necessaiy fx curving on hia trade 
or bosineas, whether mechanical or agricQltoral, to be selected by bmi, not exoeed- 

"1[^ CM^ISilg under the first section of this act. the aroonnt of beds, Bed- 
ateads, and bedding, necessary for the use of such family ; the amotmt of fuel 
anfficient for the period of sixty days, actually provided and designed^the use 
of soch family : the amount of food for the use of the animals exempted from ex^ 
cution for the period of sixty days, shall be determined Inr two diamterested 
householdec* of the county, to be selected by the officer holdmg the execution. 
And the value of the provisions, household and kitchen furniture, and the toda 
and implementa of the debtor necessary for fiarrying on hts trade or busing by 
this act exempt from execution, shall be estimated and appraised by said house- 

Burial-groundik ao recorded in the recorder's oflSce of the coimty where situ 
ate, or used aa aSl^for fii|'teen years, are exempt from execution ; notariea' aeaL 
and his regiiters and cffinal documents, are also exempt. 

By the boroestead latr^ which went into effect July 4, 1850, it is provided that 
" It shall be lawful for any resident of Ohio, being the head of the family, and 
not the owner of a homeetead. to hold exempt from execution, or sale aa afore- 
said (see homestead exemption law), mechanical tools, or a team and farming 
utensils, not exceeding three hnndted dollars in value, in addUion to the ainouBt 
of chattel property now exempted. 

Tor Mechanics' Lixh, tea paga 994. 







SPECIAL LAWS OF OHIO. 291 

Hoinestead-Ezemptlon Law. 

Tnov toad bx' ^- July 4tiif 1850, the ftmily homestead of each bead of a family aba]! 
be exempt from tale on execution on any judffment or decree rendered on any caoia 
of action accrainjir after the taking effect of thia act ; prorided tibat rach homeatead 
ahall not exceed nVe hundred dollars in ralue. 

The abertff or otiier officer executing any writ of execution, Ibonded on any Jodfrnent or 
decree such aa ia mantioaed in the first aection of tiiia act, on appHeation of toe debtor or 
bis wife, his agent, or attorney, If sudi debtor have a family, and the lands or tenamenta 
about to be levied on. or any part or parcel thereof, shall be the homeatead iliereof, shall 
caaae the inquest of appraisers, upon their oatlis, to set off to such debtor, by metes sad 
bounds, a homestead not exceeding five hundred dollars in vahio, and the aasigmnent of the 
homeatead so made by the appraiaers siiall be retamed by the sherifT or other officer, alonf 
with his writ, and shall be copied bjr the derli into the execution docket ; and if no com- 

Elaint be made by either party, no farther proceedhigs shall be had against the homestead, 
nt the remahnder of the debtor'a lands and tenements, if any mora he abaU have, ahall b« 
liable to sale on ej^ecntioa, in the aame manner aa if this act had not passed { provided, 
that upon complaint of either par^, and upon good cause shown, the court out of whldi the 
writ issued, may order a re-appraisement ana re-assigament of the homestead ; provided, 
also, that in case no application be made as aforesaid onriiw'the lifetime of the debtor, such 
application may be made by the widow of the judgment debtor any time before a sde. 

On petition of executors or administrators, to sell the lands of any decedent to pay debta, 
who snail have left a widow and a minor child or children, unmarniBd and composing part 
of decedent's family at the time of his death, the appraisers shall proceed to set apart a 
homestead in the same msnner as is provided in the preceding secnon ; and the same shall 
remain exempt fh>m sale on execution for debts contracted after the taking effbct of this 
act. and exempt fW>m sale under any order of such court so lonf aa any unmarried minor 
child, or children, shall reside thereon, althoueh the widow may nave previously died and 
the unmarried minor child, or children, actually residing on the family homestead, shall b« 
entitled to hold the same exempt flrom sale on execution for debts as hereinl>efore prtv 
vided for, although the parent from whom the same descended may have left no wile or 
husband surviving. 

Every widower, or widow, haTing an unmarried minor ehfld, or children, redding with 
him, or her, ks part of hia or tier family, shall have- the benefit of tfala act, in the same man- 
ner as mailed persona. And married persons, living together as husband and wife, shall 
be entitled to the ex^nptiffli in this act provided, although they have no diildren. 

Any person owning the superstructure of a dwelling-nonse, occupied by him or her aa ft 
family homestead, shall be entitled t» the benefit of thu act, although the title to the land on 
which the same may l>e built shall be in another, and lessees shall be entitled to die l>enefitB 
of this act, in the same manner as owners of the freehold or inheritance \ provided, nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to prevent a sale of the fee simple subject to such lease. 

When the homestead of any debtor in execadon sfaSall consist of a house and lot of land, 
which, in the opinion of the appraisers, will not bear division without manifest iqiury ana 
Inconvenience, the plaintiff in execution shall receive in lieu of the pro<»eds of the sale 
of the homestead, the amount, over and above forty dollars annually, which shall be ad- 
Judged by the appraisers heretofore mentioned, as a fair and reasonable rent for the same, 
until the aebt, costs, atid interest, me paid, the said rent over and above the said forty dol- 
lars shidl be payable in quarterly payments, commencing three months from the time of the 
4evy of the execution, and the said rent may be paid to the plaintiff in executimi or to Ida 
assigns, or to the clerk of the court of common pleas of the county in which the said home* 
stead Is situated, and the said clerk shall give to tlie persons paying the same a proper re* 
eeipt, and enter the same upon the executifon docket without charge, and in case the said 
rent sliall not be paid quarter jrearlv as above provided for or within ten days after each and 
every payment snail become due, tneo, in that case, it shall be the duty ot the officer to pro- 
ceed and sell said homestead in the same manner as is provided in odier cases for the sale 
of real estate: provided such homestead shall not be sold for less thsn its appraised value^ 
and die plaintiff in execution may cause the said homestead to be re-appraised once in two 
years in the same manner as provided for in die second section of this act, and the said renit 
shall, after such re-appraisement, be paid in accordance with the said re-appraisement, but 
in case the said homestead shall not on any such re-appraisement be appraised at least one 
> hundred dollars more than the next previous appraisement, the eofts of aach re«ppralae- 
ment shall be paid by the plaintiff in execution. 

The provisions of this act shall not extend to any Judgmfint 0r decree rendered on any 
contract made before the taking effect of this act, or judgm^t or decree rendered on any 
note or mortgage execated by Oe debtor and his wife, norfS^t claim for work and labor lesa 
than one hundred dollars, nor to impair the lien by mortgage or otherwise of the vender for 
the purchase-money of the homestead in question, nor of any mechanic or other Pf"2°» ""^ 
der any stamte of this state, for materials ftimished or laVor performed in the erecnon or 
the dwellmg-hottse thereon, nor from the payment of taxes.due thereon. _«k««ii .!...» 

No sale of any real estate made under any mortgage hereafter executed and 2!^'^ ■»«« 
not have been executed by the wife of such deStor, if he have one, ■*»«4r 5lJS S?^ 
allect the right of said debtor's wife or fcmlly to have a homestead set off under me pro. 

NoShiSg in th£ act contafaied shaUbe so construed as in any ^J^^y ^ jmpa^ the right of 
dower, aa it now exists, or the mode proYlded by law <br enforcing the right. 



« 
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Qhattel Morl^^c^es. 

Tmn must be immediately deposited widi the county recorder when execnfced in a 
•hire town, or vith the clerk of the townshi]) where the mortgager retiides, or if he be 
not a resident, where the property mortgaged is at the time of the execution of die 
mortgage, or they wiil he Toid. Such record is valid for one year oaij, 

• Law regnlatiiig Contracts. 

No action shall be brought whereby to char^ the defendant, upon any special prom- 
ise, to answer for the debt, de&ult, or miscarriage, of another person ; or to charge' any 
executor or administrator, upon any special promise, to answer damages out of his 
own estate ; or to charge any person, upon any agreement made upon consideration 
of marriage ; or upon any contract or sale of lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or 
any interest in or concerning them ; or upon any agreement that is not to be performed 
within the space of one year from the making ^reof ; unless the agreonent upon 
which such action shall be brought, or some memorandum or note thereof, shall be 
in writing and signed bv the party to be charged therewith, or some other person 
Uiereunto by him or her lawfolly authorized. 



Ziimitation of Actions. 

1. Actions of ejectment, or any other action for flie recovery of the title or posses- 
sion of lands, tenements, or hereditamenti, must be brought within twent^r-one years. 

2. Actions for forcible entry and detainer, or forcible detainer only, within two years. 
9l Actions upon the case, covenant, and debt, founded upon a specialty, or any agree* 

ment, contract, or promise, in writing, within fifteen years. 

4. Actions upon the case and debt, founded upon any simple contract UQt in writing, 
and actions on the case for consequential damages, within vut years. 

5. Actions of trespass upon property, real or personal, detinue, trover, and rq>levin, 
within four years. 

6. Actions of trespass for any injury done to tiie person ; actions of slander for words 
spoken or for a libel ; actions for malicious prosecutions, and for false imprisonment ; 
actions against officers for malfeasance or nonfeasance in office ; and actions of debt ^ai 
torn, within one year. All other actions not above enumerated within four years'Sfter 

. the right of action shall have accrued. 



Collection of Debts. 

Abxxst.— Each and every officer and soldier of the revolutionary war, and each and 
every female, shall be 'privileged from arrest or imprisonment on any process, mesne 
or final, for any deb^ claim, or demand, where the cause of the action is founded upon 
contract 

Any person, desirous of having his body exempted from, liability to imprisonment 
for debt, who shidl have resided in this state two years next preceding his application, 
and in the county where such application is made six montiis next preceding such 
application, shall deliver to the commissioner of insolvents an accurate schedule in 
writing of all debts by him owing, specifying the name of the person to whom due, and 
the original consideration of such debt, and whether the same is due by bond, note, or 
other contract, in i^ting, or by book-account, or otherwise, &c. 

Tbe commissioner is empowered to give a certificate, which shall protect the person 
of the applicant from arrest or iraprisonment for any debt or demand in any civil action 
at the suit of any person named m the schedule, until the second day of that term of 
the court of common pleas to which the Conomissioner shall return copies. 

$ 1. No person shall lie arr^ited or imprisoned on any meSne or final writ or jyrocess 
issuing out of any court of law or equity, in any suit, action, or proceeding, instituted 
for the recovery of any debt due on any contract, promise, or agreement, or for the 
recovery of damages for the non-performanoe of any contract, promise, or acreement, 
or for .-die recovery of damages in any action of trespass, or on any judgment or decree 
founded upon any such contract, promise or agrecmrat, or damages for the non-per- 
formance thereot, or on any judgment in action of trespass, or for consequential dama- 
ges, except in cases hereinafter specified. 

§ 3. Tlie provisions of the first session shall not extend to proceedings for contempts, 
actions, or judgments, for fines or penalties for crimes, misdemeanors, or otiences, 
prosecuted in fae name oi the state or Oliio, or on promises to marry, for money collect* 
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•d by any pnblio officer or attorney-at-law, or for any misconduct or iiMlect in office, 
or profesaional employmeatL 

§ 3. If any creditor, his authorized agent or attorney, shall make oath or affirmntioQ 
in writing before any judge of the mpreme court or court of commoiiDleaa, Justice of 
the pftace. or clerk of either of said courts, that there is debt or dem^h Justly due to 
auch creditor of one hundred dollars or upward, specifying as nearly as may be the 
nature and amount thereof and establishing one or more of the following particulars :— 

1. That the defendant is about to remove his property out of the jurixdiction of the 
court, with intent to defraud his creditors; or— 2. That he is about to conyert his property 
mto money, for the purpose of placing it beyond the reach of his creators ; or— 3. That 
he haa property or rights in action which he fraudulently conceals ; or— 4. That he haa 
resigned, removed, or disposed of, or is about to dispose of, his property, with intent 
to defraud his creditors; or — 5. That he fraudulently contracted the debt or inctrred 
the obliention for which suit is about to be brought, and shall file such affidayit with the 
clerk of the court of common pleaa of the proper county, such clerk shall issue a eapitM. 

§ 4. After a judgment or decree has been obtained, the defendant may be arrested on 
eapitu ad satutfaciendumt if the court when in session or any judge thereof in yacation 
shall be satisfied by the affidavit of the judgment creditor or his lawful attorney, and 
such otlier testimony as be shall present, of the existence of either of the following par> 
ticulars : — 1. That toe judgment debtor has removed or is about to remove any of^hia 
property out of the jurMiction of the court, with intent to pcRvent the collection of the 
money due on the judgment or decree; — 2. That he has property, rights in action, evi- 
dences of debt, or some interest or stock in some corporation or company, which he 
fraudulently conceals, or unjustly refuses to apply to the psyment of tne judgment or 
decree ; or — 3. That he has assigned or disposed of, or is about to assign or dispose of 
his property or rights in action, with intent to defraud his creditors, or give an unfair 
preference to some of them ; or — 4. That he haa converted or is about to convert hia 
properly into money, with intent^ to prevent its being taken on execution ; or — 5. That 
he fraudulently contracted the debt or incurred the obligation on which the judgment 
or decneo was rendered. 

If the plaintifi; his agent or attorney, shall make and file his affidavit that the defen- 
dant or debtor is about to remove his body out of the jurisdiction of the court ; or that 
he has converted hia property into money, for the purpose of placing it beyond the 
reach of his creditors ; or that,he is not a citizen or resident or this state, it shall be 
deemed additional cause to those mentioned in the third and fourth sections to entitle 
the plaintiff to a capia$ ad respondendum or capias ad satisfaciendum. 

Attachmknt. — If any creditor, his a^fent or attorney, shall file an affidavit with any 
justice or the peace within this state, setting forth that his debtor absconds to the injury 
of his creditor, or that such debtor is not a resident of the county, aa he verily beUeves, 
the said justice shall thereupon issue a writ of attachment under hia hand and seal, 
directed to any constable of hia proper county, commanding him to execute the same 
on the goods, chattels, rights, credits, money, and effects, of the defendant, within the 
county, and make retdm hereof within twenty days. 

A creditor, making the like affidavit, and filing it with tile clerk of the court of com- 
mon pleas, may have an attachment asainst the lands, tenements, goods, chattels, rights, 
credits^ moneys, and effects, of the debtor* 



Deeds. 

& 1. A 8CKAWI. of the pen may be used instead of a seal. 

A conveyance of interest in lands must be signed and sealed by the grantors, and such 
signing and sealing acknowledged before two witnesses, who shall attest such signing 
andaealing, and subscribe their names to such attestation and such signing and sealing,' 
also acknowledged by the grantors before a judge of Hxe supreme court, of common 
pleas, a justice of the peace, notary public, mayor or otlier presiding ofBcear of any incor- 
porated town or city, who shall certify such acknowledgmtot on tiie same sheet qn 
which such deed, &c., may be printed or written. 

§ 2. When a husband and wite, she Jbeing eighteen' years of Bfe pr upward, shall exe- 
cute within this state any deed, &c., for the conveyance or inenmbrancb of the estate 
of the wife or her right of dower in any lands, &c., situate within this state, such deed, 
Slc^ shall be signed and sealed by the husband and wi^B^Mkd such signing and sealing 
shall be attested and acknowledged in the manner prescribed in section first ; and in 
addition thereto, the officer before whom such acknowledgment shall be made shall 
examine the wife separate and apart from her husband, and shall read or otherwise 
make known to her the contents of such deed, mortgage, or other Instrument of wntmg ; 
and i^ upon such separate ezamiaation, she shall declare that she did Yolimtanly sign, 

25* 
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Md, t^ MkMnvledgs Ae Mine, omI that aheis etfll Htiafied OmewMh, 

■hall certify audi ezaminatioii aod declaration ot the wife^ togiRliier with the acknowl* 

^fmfltt aa af<v«aaid oo aach deed, Suc^ and anbacribe bia name thereto. 

^5l All deeda, powera of attorney. Axl, (car the couTeyance or incnmbnaice of landai 
Act aitaate ^t^ ^ta» atate, executed and acknowledged or proved in any other atate, 
territory, or^onntry, in conformity with the lawa of aach atate, &c^ or of tfaia atate^ 
ab^ be aa ralid aa if executed within this state, in conformity with thia act. 

The governor of the atate may am>oint comnuaaionera to take acknowledgment of 
deed a, depomtiaoa, Stc^ reading oat cf die atate to conv^ ]«nda» or to be uwd in the 



Fifrm cf AckmowledgmenL ' 

State of OU(k l„ 

^«»aAofaCoanty,5 Arra2i,lSSL 

FerMoaUy appeared 8am Hox amd Makt kit wife, who acknowledged that they did 

aign and aaal toe foregoing inatmnMnt, and that the aama ia their iiee act and deed. 



Ifwrtkar certify OumI I did examine the mid Mart Hill w^Mirate oad apart from her mid 
ma* 



kumamd, aad did then amd Ihere wtake knowm to her the eontente of OU jb t e i f oimg imatrumunt ; amd 
vpon ihat examimMam A» declared Adit die did vUmUariljf eigm, aeal, amd admowUdge Uu earn*, 
emd thai a^waaetmeati^Ud therewith. (8eaL^ JOHN KOGUIS, iftitary. 



Rights of Manied Woman. 

Tlie hiteraat of any married man in the real eatate of hia wife, and die intereat he may 
bare ia any choae in action, denumd, legacy, or beqoeat of his wife nnlesa the same 
ahall have been redaced to poeeeaaion, together wiui all artidea of fiimitnre of hen 
given her by beqaeat or olherwiae, or bought with her money, before or after marriage^ 
are exempt from^iability for the husband's debts. 

Dowxa.— A widow is endowed of one inll and equal third j^art of all the landa, tene* 
mentis and real estate^ of which her husband waa aeiz^ atany time daring the coverture. 



Rate of Interest. 

Thc legal rate la alz per cent On written agreement^ any rats aa highaa ten per 
nt Ifmorebereaenre3, tbeexceaaisvoid. 

Wills. 

Btbrt will aball be in writing (except nnncnpative), and signed at the end 
tfiereof b^ tbe party making the aame, or by some other peraon in bis presence 
aod by hia expreas direction, and shall be attested and sabscribed in the pres- 
ence of snch party by two or more competent witnesses, wbo saw the testator 
sabscribe or heard him acknowledge the same. 



Mechanics' Lien. 

Ant peraon who shall peifbrm ]abor, or Amiiah materials or machinery, for constructing, 
altering, or repairing, any boat, vessel, or other water-craA, or for erectios' or repairing 
any hoase, mill, nuuiufactory, or other boilding or appurtenance, by virtue of a contract or 
agreement with the owner thereof, shall have a lien to secure the payment of the same, 
upon such boat, vessel, or other water-craft, and upon snch house, mill, raanaftt<:tory, or 
other building or appurtenance, and the lot of land upon which the same shall stand. 

Svery mecoanlc, or other person, doing or performing any work toward the erection or 
repair or any house, miU, maaafactory, or other building or appurtenance, or the construe^ 
tion, alteration, or repair, of any boat, vessel, or other water-craft, erected under a contract 
between the owner thereof and the builder, or other person, whether such work shall be 
perfomed as journeyman, laborer, carman, sub-contractor, or otherwise, or any peison who 
shall furnish materials for work so done, or materials so furnished, has not been paid and 
satisfi(|g, niuy deliver to the owner of such building, or vessel, an attested account of the 
amount and value of the work and labor thus performed, or the materials thus furnished, 
and remaining unpaid, and thereupon such owner shall retain out of his subsequent pay- 
ments to the contractor, the amount of such work or labor, for the benefit of the peraon ao 
perfunning tbe same. 

The person wishinsr to avail himself of the provisions of this lavr, most make out an 
occuunt in writing, of the items of labor, skill, materials, tc, against A».party owing him, 
and mnke oath thereto before a magistrate, and have the account 8o'sirom,to deposited with 
the recorder of tbe county where the labor was performed, with iif four months from the 
time of performing such labor, or furnishing such luateralsy Ac., aod file with tUia 
a copy of any written contract, if such there be. 
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TfiB' ibfiowmg praperty ii ezenpC fmoi levy mii4 
flale ander any execution or apoo eoy oCh«r final pp». 
cess of a coart. All spiniiiiig.wheelt, wetvin^-loonM^ 
with tfae apparatQfl, and stoves put ap (r kapt for uso 
ia aay dwelling^-hoase ; a seat, pew, or flSp,«cc«pie4 
by any peraon or faaaily, in any neuae or place of wor- 
ship; flu cem^eries, tomhs, and r%l)iaor huriai wliSa 
ia ase as repositories «r die dead ; all arms and acroa- 
trenents required by law to be kept by any peraon ; 
all weariflg' apparel of every person or iaaiily ; the li- 
brary and school books of every iitdividaal aad fiunily, 
not exceeding one handred aad filiy dollan, and at 
lamily pictares. To each ixraseholdec, ten sheep wkh their ileecei^ aad die 
yarn or <;k>th manafacCared from the same ; two cows, five swine, and provisions 
and foet for the comfortable salislstence of each hoasebolder and family for six 
tnontbe ; to each faoaseholder ail hoasehold goods, fomitnre, and atensiK i^ot ex- 
ceeding in valae twoliandred and fifty dottars; a sofSdeat qnaiitity<if hay, grain, 
Ceed, and nwts. for properly keeping foreix moqths the animals exempted aa 
aforesaid ; and any chattel mor^:age, Ull of sale, or lien, created on any property 
exenaptedp except what is specified in the next section, shall be void onless tfala 
same is signed by the wife. 

Tlie tools, im^aAents, matenals, stock; apparatus, team, vehicle, horse, bar* 
Bees, or other tilings, to enable any person to carry on the profession, trade, occu- 
pation, or business, in whirfa he is wboHy «r principally engaged, not exoe^in|f 
tn value two handred and fifty dotlars.* 

By the corstttntion, the personal property of every re«dent of this state, to eox' 
etst of such property «iily as shall be designated by iaw,diaU be exempted to tba 
amount of not less khan five handred doilars, from sale on execution or other final 
process of any coart issoed for the ooBeetien of any debt contracted a&er tiM 
adoption of this constitatioa, Janatry 1, 1-851. 



Home8tead-Ex«mptio& Ziaw. 

A HOMESTEAD consisting of any quantity of land not exceeding tbtiy acres, and 
€he dwelling-nonse thareon and its appurtenances^ to be selected by the ownerthera- 
of, and not included in any recorded town-plat, or city, or village ; or iastead there- 
of^ at t^e o[Hion of ^ owner^ a qaantity of land act exceeding in amount one lo^ 
being within a recorded town-plat, or city« or viUage, and ^e dwel]ing4MJUsa 
thereon and its appartenances, owned aad occupied by any resident of this state 
(not exceeding in vakie fifteen hundred dollars, by the constitation of 1651}, shall 
not be subject to forced sale tm execoUon, or any otlier final process fiom a court; 
for sny debt or debts, growiag out of or founded apon contract, either express or 
amplie<l, made after the third day of Juiy, in the year of oar Lord, one thoasand 
eight handred and forty-eight. Said homestead is exempt during the minority 
of his children, aad if no children but widow, it shall be exempt, and rents and 
profits ^lereuf shafl accrae to her daring her widowlicod, unless she is tiie owner 
•f a homestead, in^her own right. 

* The property exempted in this dirisioa, except nwchanteal tool*, and tm|rfemeats oC 
teshsndry, are «st exlemft from ezecuCioa in Jadj^meat for purduMMiioBej of toe - 
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Such exemption Bhall not extend to any mortgage thereon lawfnlly obtained t 
bat BQch mortgage or odier alienatbn ofsach lai^d by tlie owner thereof if a mar- 
ried man, shall not be valid withont the aignatnre of the wife U> the aame, nn- 
leaa fluch mortgage shall be given to secore the payment of the parchase-money 
€X some portion thereof. 

Whenever a levy ^hall h% made upon the lands or tenements of a householder, 
whose homestead has not been selected and set aparf by metes and boonds, such 
hoaseholder may notify the officer, at the time of making such levy, of what he 
regards as his homestead, with a description thereof, within the limits above pre- 
scribed, and the remainder alone shall be sabject to sale nnder aach levy. 

If the plaintiff in execution shall be dissatisfied with the Quantity ol' land se- 
lected and set apart as aforesaid, the officer making the levy shall cause the same 
to be sorveyed, beginning at a point to be designated by the owner, and set off 
in a compact form, inclnding the dwelling-hoase and its appurtenances, the amount 
specified in the first section of this act, and the expense of said surveyi shall be 
(^rgeable on the execution, and collected thereupon. 

After the survey shall have been made, the officer making the levy may sell 
the property levied upon, and not included in the set-ofi^ in the same manner as 
provided in oUier cases fin* the sale of real estate on execution ; and in giving a 
deed of the same, he may describe it according to his original levy, excepting 
therefh>m by metes and bounds, according .to the oertifioateof the survey, the 
quantity set off as afwesaid. 

Any person owning and occupying any house on land not his own, and claim- 
ing such house as his homestead, shall be entitled to the exemption as aforesaid. 

Nothing in this act shall be considered as exempting any real estate fiiom tax- 
ation or sale for taixes. 



Mechanics' Ziien. 

Stirt building shall be subject to the payment of the debts contracted for 
work or material in the erection ^d construction ^tbereol^ when the bailding or 
any part thereof, is constructed under contract entered into by the owner with 
anv person to do work or famish matwials ; provided such lien shaU not attach 
unless the contract is made in writing and signed by the owner of such building 
or by some person dalv authorized by him, and receded in the registry of deeds 
for the coun^ where the land lies. 

Every person famishing labor or materials for erecting or repairing any build- 
ing or loe appurtenances thereof by contract -with the ovtmer of any piece of land, 
shall have a lien on the whole piece of land, not exceeding one hundred and sixty 
acres, for the amount due him therefor ; provided the contract is in writing, and 
signed by the owner of the laud or some one duly authorized by him, and re- 
corded in the registry of deeds for the coanty where the land lies. 

The lien ceases at the expiration of six months after the time'when the money 
or the last instalment shall become payable, unless a suit shall have been com- 
menced to enforce such lien within said six months. 



Chattel Mor^ages. 

No chattel mortgage is valid as against creditors and purchasers and mortga- 
gees in good faith, unless the mortgagre or a true copy thereof shall be filed in the 
office of township clerk of the township, or city clerk of the city where such mort 
gagor resides. Every such mortgage shall cease to be valid as against creditors^ 
subsequent purchasers, and mortgagees in good faith, after the expiration of one 
year from filing the same, unless within thirty days next preceding expiration of 
the year, the mortgagee, his a^ent or attorney, shall raak^ iyid annex to the in- 
strament on file, an affidavit setting forth the interest which 'l^^hortgagee has by 
virtue of sach mortgage in the property therein m'entionq^^d the mortgage 
most be renewed from year to year, in manner aforesaid. 



SPECIAL LAWS OF MICHIGAN. 

J* ^ 

Law Reguk^tiiig Contracts. 

ts die Rulbwiag ernes, evvty agreeing oootract. and pmmiM, Atli be ▼oU, 
vaiesei die «aa>e, er aome not^ «r menoraBdara tfaereof, be in wfitiog. and ai>ned 
by llie par^ to be charged tlierewitli, or by some person tberevoto fay bim Ufr- 
fnJly auUionsed ? — 

1. Every agreement that, by its tnms, is not to be performed in one y^mr from 
the making tliereot 2. Every special promise to answer for tlie debt, «iefanJt, or 
misdoings of anodier person. 3. K very agreement, pmmise, or ondeitakinif, mado 
upon consideratbn ot marriage, except nmtost promises Co aoarry. 4. Bveiy 
spociai promise made by an execntornr administrator to answer dattsgea oat of 
bb own estate. 

No contract /or the saJe of any goods, wares, or Boerchandise, ftr tbe price of 
ffity dollars or more, sball be good or valid, nnless the porcbaser shall accept and 
receive part of the goods so sold, or sfaaU give somethrag in earnest to bind tli» 
bargain, or in paii payment, or aniera some note or memorandam m writing «f 
Ibe bargain be made and signed by the party to be cfaarged thereby or by soiao 
person tberennto by bim IfTwfuny aotborized. 

No action (^aU be brought to charge any person epon or by reason of any fat^oiv 
able representation or assaraooe miide concerning ttie cbaracter, coodoct, credit^ 
ability, trade, or dedings, of any other person, nniessaacb representation or aa- 
saraiioe be made in writing, and signed by tbe pnrty to be obarged liiDrrhy, or 
by Bome person tbereanto by him lawfully aotiiorized. 

Tbe consideration need noft l>e expressed in B«ch writteQ OOfatnot^ inlB» or 
memoranduBi; 



of Actions. 

The following actions moat be broagbt within six yean after the canse of 
action accraes: — 

1. All actions of debt, fbnnded npon any contract or liability not nnder seal, 
except 8«ch as are brought upon tiie jadgment or decree ot some court of record 
of the United Slates, or of this or of some other of the United States. 2. All 
actions upon judgments rendered in any oonrt oiber than those above excepted. 
3. All actions for arrears of rent. 4. All actions of assampsit or npon the case, 
founded on any contract or fiability, exin*e88 or implied.' 5. All actions of waste. 
^. All actions of replevin and trover, Rnd all other actions for taking, detaining, or 
injaring, goods or chattels. 7. Ail oUser actions on tbe case, except. actions for 
rianderpos words or for libels. 

All actions for trespess apon land, or for nssanlt and battery, and for false im- 
prisonment, and slanderous words and libels, shall be commenced within two 
years. 

All persona] actions npon otber contracts mnst be broogfat within ten ^ean9» and 
not after. 

Infants, femme coveriK, persons insane, imprisoned, or absent from tbe United 
States, at the" time any cause of action accrues on their behalf, may bring the 
same within the times respectively limited after the removal of their disability. 

The foregoing limitations do not apply to bills or notes i^sned by a bank. 

In rases of mutual acrooni, the cause of action shall be deemed to have ao- 
crued at the time of the last item proved. 

W hen any person is absent from the state at the time a cause of action accroea 
against him, or subsequently leaves the state, strali poriod of absence fs not to be 
computed- 

In actions npon any contract, no promise or acknowledgment dhall t^k^^ caaa 
out of the operation of the stnrote,, unless the same is made or oontamed by or m 
aome writing ffnor can one oT two or more joint contractors or executors depnvo 
tbe otiker of the benefit of the statute, by any written ackaowledgmeDt. 
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Collection of Debts. 

Arrkst. — No person tfiall be anestM| on demand arising out of contract; 

oepC promiaes to many, or fur mcmeys coltlected bj any public officer, or for anjr 
miscoodact or neglect in office or in any professfonfil -employment, auless satisfao 
tory evidence is ftddaced by the affidavit of tbe plaintifiTor some other person, that 
there is a debt due the plaintiff from the defendant, specifying the nature and 
■Qoaol therderf •• near as may be, fbr whicA.the defendant can not be arrested, 
aod establishing — 

1. That tbe defendant is abont to remove any of bit property oat of the jaris- 
Action of tbe court in which Bait is brought, with infent to defrand his creditors; 
or, 2l That the defendant has property, or rights in action, or some interest in any 
pablic or corporate stock, money, or evidence of debt, which he nnjastly relnscs 
to apply t^the-payment of such judgment or decree as shall have been rendered 
against hini, or which he fraadulentfy conceals ; 3. That he has assigned, re- 
aoved, or disposed of^ or is about to dispose of^ any of his property or rights in ac- 
tiBii, with the intent to defrand his creditors'; or, 4. That the defendant fraudti- 
lectly contracted the debt or incarred the obligation respecting which suit iff 
brought 

Attachm EifT. — Upon an affidavit being made by ihe credttor or some person 
In his behalf, stating that the defendant is justly indebted to the credttor in a sum 
therein mentioned according to the belief of the deponent, and being more than 
one huikdred dollars, and that the same is due- upon a contract, express or implied^ 
or a judgment rendered on such contract ; and farther, that, deponent knows or 
bns good reason to beHeve, either— 

1. That the defendant has absconded, or is about to abscond, from this state, or 
that he is ocmcealed therein to the injury of his creditors ; 2. That defendant has 
assigned,, disposed of, or concealed, or is about to assign, dispose of, or conceal, 
any of his property, with intent to>defi-aud his creditors ; 3. That defendant ha» 
removed, or is about to remove, any of his property out of this state, with intent 
ta defraud his creditors ;. 4. Th'at he fraaduleady contracted the debt, or incurred 
the obligation, respecting which, suit is^ brought ; 5. That the defendant does not 
reside in this state, and has not resided^therein for three months immediately pre- 
ceding the time of making application fer sach attachnaent ; or, & That defend* 
ant is a foreign corporation. 

The clerk of the circuit court shall issue an attachment against the goods, chaV 
teK landB, tenements^ rights, credits,, moneys, and effects, of the defendant. 



DeedB. 



CoNVtfTANCss of lands, or of any estate or interest therein, may be made by deeds^ 
irigned and sealed by the nerson'from whom the estate or interest la intended to paes^. 
being of lawful age, or by his lawfii! agent or attorney, and acknowledged or proved and 
recorded as directed (below), without any other act or ceremony whatever. 

A husband and wife may, by their joint deed, convey the rear estate of the wife, in Kke 
manner as she might do by her separate deed, if she were unmarried ; but the wife shall 
not be bound by any covenaat contained in sach joint deed. 

Deeds executed within this state, of lands, or any interest in lands therein, shall be 
executed in the presence of two witnesses, wko shall subscribe their names to the samft 
as such, and the persons executing such deeds may acknowledge the execution thereof 
before any judge or commissioner of a. court of record, or before any notary public, 
justice of the peace, or master in chancery wifbtn the state, and the offfcer taking such 
acknowledgment, shall endorse thereon a certificate of the acknowledgment, and the 
tone and date of making the same, under his hand. 

If any such deed shell be executed in any other state, territory, or district, of the Uni- 
ted States, such deed may be executed according to the laws of such state, territory, or 
district, and the execution thereof may be ackaowledffed before any jadge of a court 
of record, notary public, justice of the peace, master in chancery, or other officer aur 
ttorized by the laws of such state, territory, or district, to take the acknowledgment 
of deeds therein, or before any commisflioAer appointed by tiie governor of t hw states 
iw such purpoaei. 
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Tn fba cases presided for in the last preceding 8ectk|b unless the acknowledgment be 
taken before a commissioner appointed by the gorafSr of this state for that pnrpo»e, 
such deed shall baTe attached thereto a certificate effte cleii|^ or^ther proper certify- 
ing officer of a ' - - - -. . . -^ . . 

edgment was 

scribed to the certificate of acknowledgment 

is therein represented to be, thafe he beltcTes the signature of such person subscribed 

thereto to be genuine, and ibat the deed is executed and acknotHedged according to the 

]aw8 of such 8tate« territory, or district 

If such deed be executed hi any foreign country it may be executed eccording to the 
laws of such country, and ffle execution thereof may bo acknowledged before any no> 
tary public therein, or before any minister plenipotentiary, minister extraordinary, mio- 
ieter resident, charge d'aif'aires, commissioner, or consul of the United States, appointed 
to reside therein ; which acknowledgment shall be certified thereon by the officer taking 
the same, under his hand, and if taken before a notary public, his seal of office shall be 
aflixed to such certificate. 

'When any married woman residing in thlM state, shall join with her husband in ft 
deed of conveyance of real estate, situate within this state, the acknowledgment of the 
wife shall be taken separately, and apart from her husband, and she riiall acknowledge 
that she executed such deed freely and without any fear or compulsion from any one. 

When any married woman not residing in this state, shall join with her husband in 
any conveyance of read estate, situate wiuin this state, the conveyance shall have th« 
same' effect as if she were sole, and the acknowledgment or proof of the execution of 
such conveyance by her. may be the same as if she were sole. 

Deeds must be recorded by the register of deeds in the county where the lands Ue^ £t 
scrawl of the pen may be used as a seal 

Form of Acktumledgment, 
State of Michigan, ) „ 

County of FFayiM, J *** 

Be it remembered, that on this eighteenSk day of Jtfonft, one thousand eight hundred sad 
Af^V-oncy before me, John Jones, a notary pubiie in and fw said county, personally came the 
above (or within) named John Dob, and Susan Doe hi» tD\fe, Iinown to me to be toe permm» 
who executed the foregoing instrument, and ackndlMedgi^ the same to be their fVee act and 
deed ; and the $aid Susan, toife of the uaid John Doe, onaprioaie ezomtiiafKm, h^ore met ''P' 
arate and apart from her $aid htaband^ aeknmeledged that the executed the eamefredy^ cand wim- 
oul amy fear or eomptdtion from any one» 

(Seal nf Qficer.J JOHN JONES, Notary PuWci 



Rights of Married Women. 

Alx. property acquired by any female before marriage, or to which she may be enti* 
tied afterward, continues ner separate property, and is not liable for her husband's 
debts, but is liable for her own oebts contracted before marriaape. She can not give^ 
grant, or sell, the same without consent o^her husband, except &y order of court 

The constitution of 1851, provides that, " The real and personal estate of every female 
acquired before marriage, and all property to which she may afterward become entitled 
hy gift, grsnt inheritance, or devise, shall be and remain the estate and property of such 
female, and shall not be liable for the debts, obligations, or engagements, of her hus- 
band, and may be devised and bequeathed by her as if she were unmarried.** 

DowEB. — The wife is entitled to dower in all lands of which her husband was seized 
of an estate of inheritance during coverture. 



Rate of Interest. 

Tax legal rate is seven per cent, with permission to agree upon any rate sot higher 
than ten per cent for a loan of money. Contrasts are not void for usury beyond the 
usurious excess. 



WiUs. 



Wii.i.8 must be in writing, subscribed by tiie testator or by some person In his pres- 
ence and by his expx^s direction, attested and subscribed in the presence of the testa* 
tor by two or more competent witnesses. 
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INDIANA. 

jn idoptcd, 1851.— Squre MOrt, 33,ecO.—FopiiMlaB in 1650, Ke,?3<. 




ExemptionB. 

Im bonseholdcr of the «l 



five dollar 



irovided 



e oT ludiiuii nay u<n, 
) handred and iweDlj- 



imif of till* act, are hi 



Mechanics' Uen. 



Solwontraclon sod libDrem, fiivin? notice to Ihe owner of their elaim, mi 
nialiebiinUableforiCif hebeiodobted lo their employer in cfaat unonot; iftu 



. _ , ^ . 1 chancery. 

I of all deBrnptioni hntli, repaired, or eqalpped. wiihin tba 
Jorj ■diction ofthii state, and thoie bnill, repdred. ur aqolpped. oot of eni^b jari>- 
dicticjii, by citizens of Ihii Hale, who ahall afierirard coma within ancfa jarudie- 
tino. ahaU bo liable fct all debta eODtracted by the matter, ocmer, or consiKoaa 
thcn»r, on accnnnttir work done and soppliea or malenala fomiabed by any per- 
■oa for, on account of, or toward Ihe boilding, repairiDg, fltling, liirDiiliing.cc 
e4ai|ipln|t saeh boaCa or veiiela ; and the debts so conlracted shall be a lien on 
anch bosta or vcuela, their tackle, apparel, and fomilare, and ifaall have prefer, 
ence to any and all dcbta dne from the ownart, maMem "' cooaiguBoa ilwreo( 



■riypen 






I Bh^U li 



loihi 



if any deacription shall haye started on liar Toyafce. if 

I captain. commaiidanI,mBacer,iTonBigDee, or any oBlcar 

vend, matariols for her repaii or eqoipmenC, or wood or coal (or 

Toyagp,or any onicles not being frelRbl or cargo, and which are designed merely 
to enable eairl boat oc veaiel to ptuccote her voyage, eaid peraon making affida- 
Til of the traih and .jastics of his demand, ahall have the Bame remedy. 
Bouinea aod matiuen, &a their viget, may prcmeed nsdai Ihen fravinoDi 
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Chattel Mortgagea 

No assignment of goods And chsttels, by way of vaortgnfie or seoarity, or op* 
on any condilion whatever, shall be valid against any other person than the 
parties thereto, where the possession of sach goods and ctNittels is not delivered 
to the mortgagee or a8sig:nee, and' retained by him, anless such assignment shall 
be proved or acknowledged as provided in cases of deeds of conveyance, and 
recorded in the recorder's office of the county where the mortgager or assignor 
resides, within ten days after the execation thereof 



Law regulating Contracts. 

No action shall be broaght — 

1. To charge an executor or administrator, upon a special promise, to answer 
damages oat of his own estate ; or — 

2. To charge any person, npon any special promise, to answer for the debt, de- 
feoU, or miscarriage, of another ; or — 

3. To charge any person npon any agreement or promise made in considera- 
tion of marriage; or— 

4. To charge any person upon any contract for the sale of landi^ tenements, or 
hereditaments, or any interest in or conceming them ; or — 

5 Upon any agreement that is not to be performed within one year from the 
making thereof: unless the promise, contract, or agreement, npon which such 
action shall be brought, or some memorandum or note thereof, shall be in wri- 
ting, and signed by the part^ to be charged therewith, or by some person there- 
unto by him lawfully authorized, excepting leases not exceeding the term (tf 
&ree years. 

The consideration need not be expressed in the writing. 

No action shall be maintained to charge any person upon or by reason of any 
representation or assurance made concerning the character, conduct, credit, 
ability, trade, or dealings, of any other person, when such action is brought by 
the person to whom such representation or assurance was made, unless such 
representation or assurance be made in writing, and signed by the party to be 
charged thereb}', or by some person thereunto' by him lawfully authorized.^ 

No contract for the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise, for the price 
of fifty dotlars or more, shall be good or valid, unless the purchaser shaU ac- 
cept and receive part of such property so sold, or shall give something in earnest 
to bind the bargain or in part payment, or unless some note or memorandum in 
writing of the bargain be made and signed by the party to be charged thereby^ 
or by some person thereunto by him lawfully authorized. 



Limitation of Acticms. 

Thr following actioni^ sbftll be commenced within tax yetin next afler tie 
cause of action siiall accrue : — 

1. All actions of debt founded npon any contract or liability, except as provided 
in the next section. 

2. All actions upon judgments rendered before a justice of tbe peace, or in any 
court not being a court of record. 

3. All actions for arrears of rent. 

4. All actions of assumpsit, or upon the case, founded on a contract or liability, 
express or implied, except as provided in the next section. 

5. All actions for waste and for trespass upon land. * 
6 All actions of replevin, and for taking, detaining, or injuring, goods or chat* 



telf. 
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7. Afl other actions on the cue, except acdans fcr ■Uoderons woris and far 
libeb. 

None of the prtmaioiM of the faregrang sectioo shall apply to any action 
bioaght apon^any bond, prombaory note, or contract in writing, nor to any action 
btoai^bt apon any bills, notes, or othfer evidences of debt, issued by any bank, 
where die suit is sgaioat sooh bank, nor to any action brought on the jadgment or 
decree of any ooort of record of this sialfi or (rf* the United Stated, or of any state 
or terriiorv of the United Statea 

AU actions far assault and batteiy, and far fiJae ioBpriaaDinen^ shall be com- 
menced within three years. 

AU actions far slaaderoos words, and for fibels, shall be commenced within one 
year. 

In all actions of debt or assumpsit, where there are mutual and open accounts 
current between the parties, the cause of action shaU be deemed to hare accrued 
at the time of the last item proved in such sccount 

AU persona] actions on aiigr contract not limited above shall be brought within 
twenty years after the aocmiog of the cause at action. 

Minora, married women, persons insane, imprisoned, or absoit from the United 
States, may bring action witbin one year afitf the disability is removed. 

Absence from Uie state of the defendant is not feo be computed. 

Actions far the recovery of lands most be brought within twenty years. 

A widow shall not recover dower after the expiration of twenty years fitmi the 
death of her husband If, at the lime of his death, die be a minor or inaane, the 
time of such disability is not to be computed. 



Collection of Debts. 

ArRKSt. — Actions brought for the recovenr of sny debt, or for damages only, 
may be commenced either by the issoing of a eeqnas €UL respondendwm, cm: by a 
summons. 

Special bail shall not be required in any case until the plaintiff, his agent or 
attomey-at-law, shall make and file, with the clerk or court where suit is insti- 
tuted, an affidavit specifying the plaintiff's rights to recover an existing debt or 
damages from the defendsnt, and also stating that be believes the defendant is 
about td leave the state of Indiana, taking with him property subject to execu- 
tion, or money or effects which should be applied to the payment of the plaintiff^s 
debt or damages, with intent to defraud said plaintiff. 

No capiat ad respondendum shall be ddivered to any officer to be executed 
until an order for special bail has been obtained and endocsed on such writ. 

Attach MEKT. — The real and personal property of a debtor, being an inhabit- 
ant of tfaii state, may be attached for the payment of his debts, whenever sach 
debtor shall be secretly leaving the state, or shall have left the state, with intent 
Co d^Amd his creditors, or to avoid the servioe of civil process, or shaH keep him- 
selfconcealed so that process can not be served upon him, with intent to delay 
or defraud his creditors. 

No writ of attachment shall issue against any debtor while the wife and family 
of such debtor shall be and remain bonajide settled ifrithhi the conn^ where bis 
usual place of residence may have been prior to bis absence, if such debtor shall 
not continue absent from the itate more than one year after he shall have absented 
himself^ unless an littempt shall be made to conceal such debtor's absence, or un- 
less such debtor shall be secretly transrerring, conveying, or removing.bia prop- 
erty or effects, by which the payment of his debts may be evaded. 

If the wife or family of such debtor shall refose to give an account of the cause 
of his absence, or of the place where he may be, or shall give a false account of 
either, or Bfaall be unable to account for his absence, or to tell where he may be 
found, such refusal, false accounts, or inability to account for his absence, or to tell 
where he may be found, shall be deemed and construed an attempt to conceal bii 
absence. 



t. 
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Deeds. 

A icRAivi. of the pen may be nsed far a aeal. 

To entitle any deed, conveyance, mortgag«^ or inatnunent in writings, to W 
recorded, it shall be acknowledged by the party or partiea execating the aame, 
or shall be proved by a sabscribing wiuieaa thereto, &c.t before any sapreme 
jadge, judge of a circnit court, joatice of the peace, recorder, notaiy pablic, or 
mayor of a city, within this itate, or before any judge of a anpreme or circnit 
court or court of common pleaa, justice of the peace, or major or recorder of a 
city, or notary public of any other state, or before any commissioner appointed by 
the governor of this state in another slate for sach purpose, or before any nuuiateK 
cfaargfe d'affaires, or consul of the United States, in any foreign ooontiy. 

Form of Acknowledgment, 

State of Indiana, ? to wit- 

County of HarrUon, J «> WK. 

Be it remembered, that on this tenth day of October, one thousand eight bun* 
dred and Jifty^ before me, John Jones, a notary public in and for said county, 
personally appeared John Doe and Susan hU ioife, and severally acknowl- 
edged the foregoing instrument to be their act and deed ; and the said Susan, on 
a private examination^ separate and apart from and wUhovt the hearing of her 
husband^ I having first fredy made known to her the contents and purport 
thereof^ acknowledged to me that she executed the same of her Ofon free will and 
accord, and without any coercion or compulsion from her said husband. 

Witness my hand and notarial seal of office, the day and year first above 
written* 

fSealJ JOHN JONES, Notary Public 

The acknowledgment of the execution of any deed or conveyance by which a % 
married woman releases her dower in any lands conveyed or assigned by her 
husband, or by which the husband and wi^ convey the real estate of the wife, 
may be taken before any officer herein anthorized to take the acknowledgment 
of deeds ; but such officer shall first make known to her the contents and purport 
of such deed or conveyance, and she acknowledge on a private examiaatioo, 
separate and apart from, and without the hearing of her husband, that she exe- 
cuted such deed or conveyance of her own free will and accord, and without any 
coercion or compulsion from her husband ; all of which shall be certified by such 
officer in his cerlificAte of such acknowledgment 

Without such acknowledgment and certificate, her dower will not be barred, 
nor her interest conveyed. 

The deed must be recorded in the county where the land ia situate, within 
ninety days. It is better to rec<Mrd it at once. 



Rights of Married WomexL 

No real estate whereof any married woman was or may be seized or other 
wise entitled to, at the time of her marriage, or which she has or may fairly 
acquire during her coverture, or any interest therein, shall be liable for the debts 
of ^ her husband ; bat the same, and all interest therein, and all rents and profits 
arising therefrom, ^all^be deemed and taken to be her separate property, free 
and clear from any and all claim or claims of the creditors or legal representatives 
oC her husband, as fully as if she had never been married; provided this law 
shall not be so construed as to apply to debts contracted by such married woman ^, 

before such marriage, but in all cases her said property shall be first liable there- ' 
for. 

DowEB.-~The widow diall be endowed of one full and equal third part of all 



li* f 
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the land! the legnl title to which was in her hnsbaDd, or in any person to tnd far 
his use and benefit at any time darings the coTertore, unleas Bach right of dower 
has been legally barred. 



Rate of Interest. 

The legal rate of interest is six per cent Usurioas interest can not b» recov- 
ered ; and if paid, may be recovered back, bat asaiy does not render the entire 
contract void. 



Wills. 



Thesic mnst be in writing, and signed by the testator, or by son^ person la 
Lift presence and by his express direction, and attested and Bubsciibed in tha 
I'lGEcnce of the testator by two or more competent witnesaei. 

JffJi Uicm 3f attestation, see page 163. 
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ILLINOIS. 

GoBBtitaticni adopted, 184a— Square Miles, 55,405.— Populadon in 1650^ 858,234. 




Ezen^tions. 

Tbe wearing- apparel of every person shall be ex- 
empt from sale on execution, writ of attachmeDt, or 
diitreaa for rent, necessary for ase. 

The following property, wh«o ow^ned by any per* 
Hon being tbe head of a family and residing with the 
same, shall be exempt from levy and sale on any exe- 
cution, writ of attachment, or distress for rent, and 
BQch articles of property shall continoe so exempt 
while the family of sach person or any of them aro 
removing from one place of residence to another in 
this state, viz. : — j 

1. Necessary beds, bedsteads, and bedding; me 
neoessary nteiisfls for cooking; necessary household fomitare, not exceeding in 
vdne fimen dollars ; one p^ of cards, two spinning-wheels, one weaving-loom 
and appendage, one stove- and the neoessary pipe therefor, being in use or pot 
up for ready tise in any house occupied by such family. 

2. One milch-cow and calf; two sfaef p for each member of the family, and the 
fleeces taken from the same, or the fleeces of two sheep for each member of a 
family which may have been purchased by ainr debtor not ow^ning sheep, and 
the yam and cloth that may be manufactured from the same ; add sixty dollars* 
worth of property suited to his or her oonditfon or occupation in life, to be selected 
by the debtor. 

3. Tbe necessary provisions and fuel for the use of the family for three months, 
and necessary food for the stock hereinbefore exempted from sale, or that may be 
held under the provisions of this act. 

Wben any lot not exceeding ten acres shall be appropriated and used as a 
buryingground, and shall be recorded as- sach in the recorder's office of the 
county, it shall be exempt from all taxes ; and when sold in lots for burying the 
dead, the said lots shall not be subject to execution or attachment; provided that 
no person shall bold more than que eighth of an acre exempt from execution. 

When in any case the head of a family dies, deserts or ceases to reside with the 
same, the said family shall be entitled to retain the property above exempted, 
free from levy and sale on execution. 



Meclianics' Lien. 

Persons famishing labor or materials in repairing or erecting any building, 
shall have a lien on the building and lot or tract of land on which the same shall 
be erected. 

To enforce such lien, suit must be brought within six months frofli the time 
that the last payment should have been made. 

Landlords have a lien on growing and grown crops for their rent 
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Homestead Exemption. 

In addition to the property now exempt by Inw from sale under execution, there shall 
be exempt from levy and forced sale, undrt* any process or order from any court of la«r 
or equity in this state, for debts contri9;tcd from and after the fourth day of July, A. D. 
1851, tbu lot of ground and the buildings thereon occupied as a residence, and owned 
by the debtor, being a householder and having a family, to the value of one thousand 
dollars. Such exemption shall continue after the death of such householder, for the 
benefit of the widow and family, some or one of them continuing to occupy Fuch home- 
fttead until the youngest child shall become iwenty-one years of age, and until the death 
of such widow ; and no release or waiver of puch exemption shall be valid, unless the 
same shall be in writing, subscribed by such housefaolder, and acknowledged in the 
same manner as conveyances of real estate are, by law, required to be acknowledged. 

No property shidl, by virtue of this act, be exempt from sale for non-payment of taxes 
on assessments, or for a debt or liability incurred for the purchase or iniprovement 
thereof or prior to the recording of the aforesaid conveyance or notice. 

If, fai the opinion of the creditors or officer holding an execution against such house- 
holder, the premises claimed by him or her as exempt are worth more than one tboa- 
Band dollars, such officer shall summon six qualified jurors of his county, who shall, 
upon oath, to be administered to them by the officer, appraise said premises, and if, in 
their opinion, the property may be divided without injury to the interest of the parties, 
they shall set off so much of said premises, including the dwelling-house, as m their 
opinion shall be worth one thousand dollars, and the residue of said premises be adver- 
tised and sold bv such officer. 

In case the value of the premises shall, in the opinion of the jury, be more than one 
thousand dollars, and can not be divided, as is provided for by this act, they shall make 
and sign an appraisal of the value thereof, and deliver the same to the officer, who shall 
deliver a copy thereof to the execution debtor, or to some one of the family of suitable 
age to understand the nature thereof, with a notice thereto attached, tWt, unless the 
execution debtor shall pay to said pfficer the surplus over and above one thousand dol- 
lars on the amount due on said execution, within sixty days thereafter, that such prem- 
ises will be sold. 

In case such surplus, or the amount due on said execution, shall not be paid widifai 
the said sixty days, it shall be lawful for the officer to adveitise and sell the said premi- 
ses, and out of the proc^ds of such sale to pay to siich execution debtor the said sum 
of one thousand dollars, which shall be exempt from execution for one year diereafter, 
and apply the balance on such execution : Pro%ide^ That no sale shaQ be made unless 
a greater sum than one thousand dollars shall be bid therefor ; in which case the officer 
may return the execution for the want of property. 

The costs and expenses of settling off such homestead as provided herein, shall be 
charged and included in the officer's bill of costs upon such execution. 



Chattel Mortgages. 

No mortgage on personal property hereafter executed shall be ralid as against the 
rights and interests of third persons, unless possession of the property shall be delivered 
to and remain with the mortgagee, or the said mortgage be acknowledged and recorded 
in the office of the recorder of the county in which the mortgager shall reside. 

Any mortgager must first acknowledge, before any justice of the peace in the justice's 
district in which he may reside, such mortgage, and the said justice must certify to 
such acknowledgment and enter the same upon his. docket 

It shall then be valid for two years, provided that such mottgage shall provide for the 
possession of the property so to reaoam with the mortgager. 



Law regulating Contracts. 

No action shall be broughir whereby to charge any executor or adrainistFator, upon 
any special promise, to answer any debt or damages outpf his own estate ; or whereby 
to charge the defendant, upon any special promise, to answer for the debt, default, or 
miscarriage, of* another person ; or to charge any person upon any agreement made 
upon c'bnsideration of marriage ; or upon any contract for the sale of lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments, or any interest in or concerning them for a lOkiger term ^an one year; 
or upon any agreement that is not to be performed within the space of one year from 
the making thereof unless the promise or agreement upon whicn such action shall bfi 
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limigfrtl tMT »atM fnemomdwn <nr note hereof, Bliall be In wrltfair, tnd ligned hj Am 
|>arty to be chajfad therewkfa, or fome other person thertfiuito 6j Urn lawftiUj m- 
thonsed. « 



Limitation of ActioxxB. 

AiA. t^xma of treepms •^vars denman fregit, treepasa, dethme, trorer, «nd rr p l e T li k 
for taking away Sfoods and chattels; all actiona for arrearages of rent due on a pBraL 
<denni»e ; and all actions of account, and upon the case, except actions for slandrr ana 
tnalicions ptosecvtion, and sach as coucem the trade of merchandise between merchant 
«nd merchant, fheir fticfiors Or agecrts, sbaH be commenced wftibin five years aext after 
the cause of action accrued. 

Actions of trei^«s9 for assmiit, battery, woondin^. and Impilsanmenit^ ilbaO be eoBi- 
menced •within two years next after the cause of action accrued. ^ 

Actions on tiie caie for words ehuil be commenced within one year ; and for maH- 
dous pposectttion shall be commenced within two years. 

Dvery action of debt, orcovensnt for rent or arrearages of rent, founded vpon any 
lease under seal, and of debt or covenant founded upon any single or penal bin, prom- 
issory note, or wrtting, obligatory for the direct payment oi money, or the deliTery of 
property, or the performance of covenants, or upon any award under the hands and 
eeala of arbitrators, for the payment of money only, shall be commenced within stxteot 
years after the cause of action accrued ; and when any payment has been oaade<ttpaB 
such instfument, then wiHiin sixteen years from the time of such payment. 

Jud^cnts of any court ot record of this state may be revived by action oi tobrefttdm 
or action of debt within twenty years next after the renditio»of the same. 

Right of entry and actions to recover lands are barred by the lapse of twenty yearfc 

Infanta, married women, persons insane and absent from this stale, may make suck 
«ntry and bring such actions within the times respectively limited after tiie removal of 
their disability. 

The abienoe of « defendant &om Ifae state is not to be competed in the limitation. 



Collection of Debts. 

Abbkst.— When any debtor shall refuse to surrender his estate, lands, goods, or chat' 
tels, for tiie satisfoction of any execution which may be isened against tJM property of 
any such d«4itor, it shall and may be lawful for the plaintiJT gr his attorney or asent to 
make affidavit of such fact before any Justice of 1^ peaee of tiie county ; and upon 
filing such affidavit with the derk of the qpcDt from which the execution issued, oc wttli 
the justice of the peace who issued such execution, it shadl be lawful fbr such clerk or 
Justice of tiie peace, as the case may be^ to issue a capiat ad ttttisfadeiu^im against tfaa 
body of such defendant in execution. 

llie defendant may board out his debt in jail at one dollar and fifty cents per day. i 

ATTACHMiCBfT. — If any creditor or his agent shall make complaint, on oath or aflirnM* 
lion, to the derk of tiie circuit court of any eounty in this state, thi^ his debtor is about 
Co depart from this state, or has departed from tiiis state, with Ite intention in either 
ease of having his effects «id personal estate removed without tiie limits of tiiis state, 
fo tiie injpnr of such creditor, or stands in defiance of any officer authorized to arrest 
him on dvil process, so that tiie ordinary process of law can not be served on such 
debtor, and that the debtor is indebted to him in a sum exceeding twenty dollars, sped- 
fying the amount and nature of such indebtedness, such creditor may sue out a writ 
of attachment against tile debtor's lands and tenements, goods and chattels, rights and 
credits, moneys and d^cts, of what nature soev^, or so much as will satisfy the debt 
•worn to, with interest and costs. 

When any creditor, his agent or attorney, shall make oath or affirmation before any 
Justice of the peace in this state, tiiat any person,. being a non-resident of this state, ia 
Indebted to such creditor in a sum not exceeding fHty dollars, such juiE^ce may issue an 
attachment against his persond estate. 

Attachment mvy issue, in tiie case of a non'tesident, against all his proper^ for a sua 
exceeding twenty dollars, from the derk of the circuit court of any county. 



Deeds. 

AscsAi^oftiiepe&maybenBedasased. Deeds should be witnewed by two fub^ 
fier^ing witnesses. 

27 
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Form of Acknowledgment. 

state of UlInofB, K-  ^ , 

County of Han^ck, $ ' * , ^ , t.. v ^ ;. ^ 

Be it remembered, that on thia first day of April, one thouBand eight hundred and 
«/-ty-<m«, before me, John Jones, a notary public, personaHy appeared John Dor md 
Susan ku wife, to me known to be the real persons whose names are snbscnbed to ^ 
WoinK (»«i>«ya«c«, and severaUy acknowledged that they executed the 8«ine: jiijtf 
ciVMiiJ Susan, in «» «w«««alia» «7»ra<e anJ apart from ker hushaTid, hamnghad the 
eontenu tkerwf fully nuuU knoton to her by.me, acknowledged that she eueuied the swme, 
and relinguhhed her dower to the lands and tenements therein mentumed, \)olvntianly, free- 
ly, and without any compulsion of her said husband. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and notarial seal of Office, thfe day 
«.d year first above written. ^^^^^^^^ JOHN JONES, Jfo««ry P«iKc 

Deeds may be aclcnowledped or prored before any judge m justice of thtfwipreme or 
district court of the United States; any commissioner to take acknowledgment of 
deeds: any judge or justice of the supreme, superior, or circuit court of any of the 
United States or their territories ; any clerk of a court of record, mayor of » /J^^or 
notary public : but when made before a clerk, mayor, or notary public, it shall be cer- 
tified by such oflicer under his seal of office. , . 

When any married woman, not residins in this state, being over aghteen years, shall 
ioin with her husband In the execution of a deed or mortgage of lands in fte state, she 
shall thereby be debarred from all interest, estate, or dower therem, as if she were sole 

""■The offiCCT^tekine the acknowledgment must certify that the person offering to mate 
'tuch acknowtedgment is personally known to him to be the real person whose name la 
subscribed to the deed as having executed the same, or that he was Jaroved to be sucft 
by a credible witness (liaming him). . ,' ^ « * .. . .., ., 

In case of married women, in addition to the above, he shall acqraaint her witti tlM 
eootents of the deed, and shall examine her separately and apart from her husband, 
whether she executed the same, and relinquished her dower to the lands and t^ementa 
therein mentioned, voluntarily, freely, and without compulalen of her said hosband, 
and shall certify the same on or annexed to the deed^ 

Rights of Married Women. 

DowsiU'— A widow shall be endowed of the third part of all the lands whereof her 
husband was seized of ad estate of inheritance at any time during marriage unless tiui 
same shall h&tb been rdinquiahed in legal form. 

Rate of Interest 

Fbok and after January 30, 1849, money may be leaned at such rate of interest, not 
exceeding ten per cent per anntim on each hundred dollars, as the parties may agree 
upon. In the trial of any action brought upon a promissory note <w writing obligatory 
in any of the courts of uiis state, wherein is reserved a higner rate of interest than six 
per cent per annum, it shaD be lawful for the defendant to set up and plead, as a de- 
fence in any such suit, tibat the consideration >of said note or writing obligatory, upon 
which such suit is brought was not "money loaned;" upon which issue it shall be law- 
ful fic^the debtor, the creditor being alive, to become a witness, and his testimony shaB 
he received as evidence ; and the creditor, if he shall offer his testimony, shall be re- 
ceived as a witness, together with any other lej^ evidence that may be introduced by 
either party ; and If, upon Qie trial of the said issue, it shall be found that the said note 
or writing obligatory upon which stkch suit is brought was not given for money loaned, 
then the said court shall render judgment for the principal sum in said promissory nolo 
or writing obligatory, and six per cent interest theneofi. 



Wills. 



Thst must be in writing, rigned by the testator, or by soma one in his pretenoe tni 
by Us direction, and attested by two credible wit> io ss|S t 
For fonn of attestation, see page 163^ 
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MISSOURI. 

Ckmstitatioii adopted, I820.--Sq[aare Iffles, GT^^Fopuhtkm in 1816^ 664^33. 




EzempteLoxui. 

Therk is in this state exempted from sale on exe- 
cation, the wearing-apparel of all persons, and the ne- 
cessary tools, implements of trade» of an^ mecbanio 
while carrying on bis trade, and the folbwug articles^ 
being the proMrty of anjr person being a bonaebolder, 
namely : ten heaa of choice hogs, ten bead of choice 
sheep, two cows and calves ; one plongfa, one axe, one 
hoe, and one set of plongh-gears ; working-animals, of 
the value of six^-five dollf^ ; the spinning-wheels and 
cards,- one loom and apparatus, necessary for manofao- 
tnring^,cloth in a private family; all the apnn ya^m» 
thread, send cloth, mannfactared for family use ; flax» 
hemp* and wool, twenty-five pounds of each ; all wearing-apparel of the family ; 
two beds, with the usual bedding ; and such other househola and kitchen ibmi- 
tare necessary for the family, not exceeding in value twenty-five dollars; all 
arms and military equipnfents required by law to be kept ; all provisions on 
hand for family use, not exceeding twenty-five ddlars in value. All lawyers, 
physicians, and ministers, may select such books neoessaiy to their profession in 
the place of other proper^, at their option; doctors of medioine, in hen of property 
exempt, may select tneir medicines. 

Instead of ten hogs, ten sheep, two cows and calves, one plough, one axe, onS 
hoet one set of-ploogfa-gears, and working-animala of the value of sixty-five dol- 
lars, the debtor, if the head of a family,. may select any other property, teal or 
personal, not exceeding in value, one hundred and fif^ dollars. 

The wife's property is exempt from aaie on execution against her husband, if the debt 
was contracted before marriage, before she came into possesedon, or if it was a seearity 
debt. It ii also exempt from execution for flboe or costs in any criminal case against 
her husband. 

The husband's proper^ is exempt from all debts and Usbilities contraetsd by ihe wifis 
before marriage. 



MecliaiiicB' Uen. 

CoNtXACTOBs, sub^oontractors, artisans, snctlaborers, shall have a lien for work and 
mM^rials on the buildings.. 

£very person, except sub-contractora^ must file with the clerk of the drcuit court of 
the county in which the building is, within six months after the matuiahi are fumiehed 
or the work is done, a true account of his demand, verified by his oatib, and a correct 
description of the property.. 

Sub-contractors must give notice to the owners of their intentitm to furnish materials 
or labor, and the probable vahie thereof; and haying settled the amount afterward with 
the contractor, must, vritbin ten days after tbe Mior is don»or the materials are fur- 
nished, file in the like office a copy of such settlement, and a effect description of the 
property chained with the lien. 

The Hen to bind the building for twelve months after it is finished. 

The owner not to settle with thecontractor untU the sub-contraeCors' liens are die* 
cfau-ged. * 

Lien to extsnd to the land on which the building is ertaledi and not ezceedis^tTe 
hundred square feet dear of the bwKlding. 



^ 
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Cfaattbl iMflEor^gsges. 

Tbe piuu c ity iBWt b0 defirered to and retainedbj die mortgagee, ctr flie mortgage 
must be acfcowledged or proved and recorded in the eoanly in whidi tlie mortgager 
x«ndea» tte aame aa deeda of real property. 



Law regulating Contracts. 



Axx eo i iUacU wUch, bj coomion law, are joint only, ahaU be conatrsed to be Joint 
and several. 

A joint debt or eontnct aarrirea against die hein, execnton^ and adnriniatrators of 
fhe deceased obUfor or promisor, aa well as against the snrvlTor, also against the heira^ 
ezf^cntora, and adc^iatrators of all the joint obligors, if all are dead. 

Suit may be prosecuted against any one or more copartnen, in case of oopartnerah^ 
obligation, or assumption. 

No action ahall be brought to chaise any executor or administrator, upon any special 
promise, to answer any <febt or damages out of his own estate ; or to charse any per- 
aon, upon any special promise, to answer for the debt, default, or miscarrisgp, oi an> 
other person ; or to charge any person upon any agreonent made upon considerati<m 
of maniage ; or upon any contract for the sale of lands, tenements, or bovditaments^ 
or any interest in or concerning tfa<>m, <h- any lease thereof for a longer term than one 
▼ear ; or upon 'any asreement mat is not to be performed witlun one Tear from tiie ma- 
kfaig thereof, unleaa me agreement upon which the action aliall be brought, or some 
memorandum or note thereof^ shall be in writing, and signed by the par^ to be charged 
tiierewitli. or some otiber person by him thereto lawfully authorized. 

No contract for the sale of goods, warea, and merchandise, for die price of diirty dol- 
lars or upward, shall be allowed to be good, ex^pi die buyer shall accept part of die 
coods so sold, and shall actually reoeire die same, or giro something in earnest to bind 
IjnB bargain or in part payment, or unless some note or memorandum in writing be 
f^ade of the barcahi, and signed by die parties to be charged wi& such contract, or 
''^^eir agents lawfully authorized. 

AcdoDS shall not be brought to charae any perwm for representations of die charac- 
^, conduct, credit, ability, trade, or dealings, of another person, unless such repreaent- 
«don is in writing, and subscribed by die person to be charged tiiereby, or by some 
person by him therennto kwfuUy authorized. 



Idmitatioa of Actions. 

Atx aedona founded upon any writing, whether sealed or unsealed, for the direct 
payment of money or pro p er ty, must be commenced within ten years after the cause 
of sueh action acorued— abo, actions on covenants of seizin and actions for relief, not 
odierwise prorided fior. Actions on covenants of warrant, within ten years after find 
decision againit title of warrantor. 

Actions upon contracts, Su:^ express or implied, except upon judgments or decrees 
of courts of record, and exc^t where a different time is Loiitud ; actions upon a liability 
created by statute, other tlian a penalty or forfieiture ; actions for trespass on real estate , 
actions for takin?, detaining, or figuring goods and chattels, or for the recovery of 
specific personal property ; actions for criminal conyersation or other injury to the 
rights of persons, not otherwise limited, within five years. Actions for relief on the 

Sound 01 fraudf within five yean, die cause, of action accruing at the disoovery of tihe 
mdulent acts. 

Actions against sherUTs or coroners, and actions for penalty or forfeiture, where the 
penalty is Siven to the party aggrieved, or to him, or to the state, witUn three years. 

Actions for libel, assault, battery, or false imprisonment, and actions for penalty or 
forfeiture to the state, within two years. 

Actions against sheriflTs, &c., for escape^ one year. 

On a current account, the cause of action aocruea at the time of die last item in the 
account on die adverse side. 

Qid tarn actions, widiin one year after the dommission of the offence, or widiin two 
years if not brons:ht bv a private party, if commenced by die attomey-general or circuit 
attorney in behaTf of the state. 

Limitations apply to actions brought by die state or for its benefit 

Infiints, married women, persons insane or imprisoned, hare die aame parioda i^ 
fpectively after their dtsabllity fs removed. 

A iffomiffe in writing ia necessary to revive action barred by dila aot 
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Bcoads, jndgmemtBf and decrees, are preiumed to have b«en paid liAer flie lapae of 
twenty yeara; such presumption- being liable tv be repdied by proof of paymeut fai 
part^ or writtea «ckaow]fedg]neDt of the indebtedness. 



Collection of Debts. 

Attacsmxht. — Attachment may issue — 1. Where the debtor does not reside widiia 
me state ; 2. Or conceals himseir so that process can ncft be served upon bim ; 3. Or 
the debtor has absconded or absented himself from his usual place of abode in this 
state, so that process can not be served on him ; 4. Or is about to remove his property 
out of the state, with the intent to defraud, hinder, or dflay, his creditors ; 5. Or has 
fraudulently conveyed or assigned his property* so as to hinder or delay his creditors. 
6. Or has fraudulently concealed or disposed of bis prox>ertv, so as to hinder or delay 
his creditors ; 7. Or is about fraudulently to convey or assign his property or eftects, so 
as to hinder or delay his creditors ; 8. Or is sibout fraudulently to conceal or dispose of 
his proDfTty, so as to hinder or delay his creditors ; 9. Where the debt was contracted 
out of this state, and the debtor has absconded or secretly removed his property into this 
etate, with the intent to defraud, hinder, or delay, bts creditors. In the fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighdi, and ninth cases, attachment may issue though the debt be not due. 

Before attachment can issue, affidavit must be made by the pTafntiif, or some person 
ibr him, stating that ttie defendant is justly indebted to the plaintiff in the sum claimed, 
after allowing rfl just credits and off-sets : stating, also, on what account tiie debt was 
facurred and that afBairt has good reason to believe and does believe the existence of 
one or more of the above causes, which entitle him to an attachment Bond must also 
be given, with one or more securities, resident householders of the county in which tho 
action is to be brou^t^ in a sum at least double the aeiount of the demand sworn ta 
If the defendant puts in issue the truth of the affidavit, the plaintiff must prove the facts 
therein aUeged as grtnmds of attachment. 

N. B. Non-resident parties wishing to sue thefar debtors in this state by attachment; 
iftiould send, with the demand^^ an affidavit setting out the sibo^re fiMsts^ axid should Miao 
take measures to provide the requisite securi^. 

ImprtBonment for debt is abolished. 



ss. 



Deeds. 



EvsBY conveyance of freehdd estate must be subscribed and sealed by the grantor 
end acknowledged or proved (if in this state) before some court having a seal, or some 
judge, justice, or clerk thereof, or some notary public or justice of the peace of tha 
county in which the land lies ; if in the United States and out of this state before any 
oourt of the United States or Of any state or territory having a Seal or tlie clerlh,of any 
such court or -commissioner for this state residhig at the place where the acknowledg- 
ment IS tsaten ; and in foreisn countries, before any court of such country having a sen, 
or the mayor of any city naving an crfiicial seaL Relini^^ishments of dower naay be 
taken by the same officers, but acknowled^nents of married women, when conveying 
their separate estate, can be taken only by some court; judge» or clerk, authorized to 
Cake acknowledgments in other eases. 

A certificate thereof must be endorsed on the deed, under tbB hand and seal of the 
officer. 

The deed sfaonid be recorded in fiie county where Ihe land is situate. No d6«d is 
valid except between the parties thereto and such as have actutU aotioe thereoj^ tm^til 
the same is filed for recoro. 

The person acknowledging nrast be personally known to. the officer or one judge of 
Che court, to be Uie person whose name Is subscribed as a party thereto, or shall be 
proved Co be such by two credible vntnesses, which shall be Mated m the certificate. 

In addition, a married woman, upon refinquishing her dower, shall be made acquainted 
with the contents of the deed, and shall acknowl^ge, on an examination Apart from 
her husband, that she executed the same, mdKrelinquishes her dower in the real estate 
Aerein mentioned, freely and vrithout computrien or undue TnflM«yniw of her husband; 
all which must be stated in the certificate. 

Form of Acknotohdgmentf with Relinquishment ^ Dower ^ 

State of Missouri, l^ ^ ' 

County of fSttton, 5 *** •- 

Be it remembered, that on tbejlr$t day ot ManAf one tiiousand eight hundred and A^ 
mtf be&xe ms, Jobm Jones, hjuttiee qf the peace in and fot said coua^, peisonallyl^ppearBd 



iJ%* 
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Jomm'DtimmmdBnAmUtw^tmwiB pCTonaDy Aiwa to fce t>e pei ww 

ibtr i bed to die fbregoine dead, m PfVties diereto. and. adnivwiadged that they exeenid^ 
tfie Mine for the purposes mereinineotioDed; — ■* t^r rrfit 'hr tr Ifrinj ffj mt i msii'wi Jujj uj 
J*"— *^ «..~*^~.>r .— ^»^>.j:.jfe^|. . ■j..-:..«.j ,i.lM.««^ a « ^«^^j rp.. p j „, - j^ l ^ ^ adtu\ }mit \\ imt 

m asm. ^ .^  w S_ m ^ m « • » •  » J'^ ^^^^F 

WitMss Bj kaad^ the dar aad year tat above wnueo. 

JOHH JCHIIES^ JfaMMs ^ Ac JVmb 
A acrawl of Am pen asaj be «aed instead of a aeaL 

A married woman asar eomrey ear of her real estate by a co B f cjaa ce execotpd by 
kenelf and haabaad. The h«ri>aad matt jeia ia Ae^oavcyaace. Her acknowledg- 
ment is to be taken br aoaae court, jadge/or clfrrk, as abore staled, dke baidag first beea 
made aeqaainted witn tte contents of the deed, by fhe oAoer, and oa an ezaminatioD 
separate and apart from ber basbaad. Thecertificateof acknowledgment nnut be pre> 
cisely simihr to that giyen aboTe, excepting tbat tfke words **aM vdiaquflbed 'ief 
dower iB the leal estate tberain BneBtioBed" awtf be omitted. 



Rights of Married Women. 

Pkaranrr owned by a woman before muiiage,^ or ia aay way acqaired sabeeoaent 
to her marriage, and the ase aad profits thereof, are exempt from debts aad Habiistiea 
sf her hasbaul coatracted before marriage or before die wife came iaio possession of 
such property. Sach property is absobitdy exempt from the hasband^ aecarity deblSL. 
wheaereFeaatvaated^ aad alsa from fines at casts, miposed oa the haabaad ia aay oto^ 
ioal case. 

DowEx. — lite wiib is endowed of one third of all the lands of which her hasband. aw 
miy one to his ase, was leized, of an este^ of inheritance, at any time dariag the mai^ 
viaee ; also, of leasehold estate for the term of twenty years or more. 

The widow is also entitJed to have aad keqp as her absolate property, alt her imple- 
ments of industry, aad sB the beds, beddmg, wearmg appao^I, provisioas, Ac, n>«uiat» 
for the family ; albo, kitchen faraitare to the rahie of twenty dollars, and any other per- 
sonat property te ttia valae of two kaadred dolkrsu la addition, she is eatidedM 
follows, riz. .* — 

1st If the hasbaad leares descendaate— to a child's share of the peraonalt estate, abso- 
kitely, or at her option, or to on8 third of the shrres for her Mfe, and one third of tha 
•tfaer peraoaal property, abselately, aabject to her hasband's debts. 

2d. If the hasbaad leares no desceadaats— to all the real aad peraoaid estate which f»^'»% 
to the hasbaad in right of the marriage, remaining andisposed o^ absohitely, aad to on* 
kalf of the real and personal estate beleagiag to the hasbaad at the tlmeoif his dAa»w 
absolately, sabject to the hasband's debts. ^' 

' 3d. If .^e hasbaad lesTSS descendants, bat aot by his lust marriage, his widow mar 
fa lie» of dower, tske the leiA estate aad personal property in poesessioa of the bus^ 
hand which came to him in right el his wife, by aoeaas of the marriace— subject to tk» 
hasband's debta. ^ "^ ^ 



Rate of laterest 

Tbx rate of toterest is six per ceat If plea of asary be sastalaed, Jadgneat shaB b* 
leacUffBd for legal interest oaly, which iaterest shall be paid to the common-school frindL 
In adaifion, a ararer shall, apoa infomalioa to any justice of the peace or coart haTiac 
^irisdictioa,.forfeit and pay to the comiBon schoob the whole iaterost agxeed apoa. 

WiUs. 

^ • THrr mast be hi "^^9*^^^ Hmj testator, or by sopra person hi his praseaeo 

•nd at bis reqaest, md attested by two eempeteat witaesscsrwho shall sabscrSeOdv 
names as witnesses in the pres^ce of the testator. 

Wills mast be recorded withia .thirfiN^s after probate. If lands ia different coq» 
ties are devised, a copy of die will wSm. be weordsd ia tbe leGcwdez'a «fli^^ i& —-^ 
tminty^ withia six awathsaftejprobatew -wswisrs wasa » «■* 
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Obnatitatlon adopted, 1846L-43qiiare MQefl, 50,914.— Popnktion in 1850^ ISB^KL 

Zfacemptioxui. 

DcncNDANTS in exocntion, If he, the, or Oat, hava fiunl* 
lies, may claim as exftmpt from execution the foUowing 
property, to wit : One bible ; one cow and calf; one horsey 
or yoke of cattle; twelve sheep, and the wool ahom from 
them ; flve head of hogs, and all pigs mkder aix mcmtha <M ; 
all the flax in the poaaession of Uie family, and tiie yam or 
thread manufactured therefrom; one bedatead and die ne- 
cessary bedding therefor, for every two in the fiunily ; the 
cloth manufactored bv the family, not exceeding one hnn- 
dred yards ; household and kitchen furniture^ not exceed- 
ing in value fifty dollars ; one stove and pipe ; all snfaming- 
wheels and looms put up and kept for uae ; all farming 
utensils not exceeding in value fifty dollars ; the necessary 
food for an animals exempt from execution ; four months' provision for tiie family, and 
fuel for sixty days ; the suraical Instruments and medical library of every pi«ct|llng 
physician, and tiie library ofevery practising lawyer or counsellor ; all private libraries 
not exceeding one hundred dollars in value, and all family portraits ; all mechanics' 
toole necessary in their peculiar callinff ; the astronomical and mathematica] instruments 
of every teacher or schoolmaster, ana the instruments of every practical surgeon, in 
tiieir profession : and all properQr exempt from execution ia exempt from •n^^**"K7it 
or other process of law. 

In addition to the above, it la lawful for the defimdant to claim as exempt from pro> 
cesa founded upon contracts made after the passage of the act^ fif^ hMd of sheep and 
tbe wool shorn therefrom. 




Homestead-Ezemption Ziaw. 

Ant quantity of land, not exceeding forty acres, used for agricultural parpoaaa, fbm 
dwelling-house thereon, and the appurtenances, not included m any town pU^or city, 
or village, or instead thereof not exceeding one fourth of an acre, being widiin a re- 
corded town plat, dty, or village, die dwelfing-house thereon and the appmtenai|iis, 
owned and occupied by any resident of the state, is exempt from forced sue on execu* 
tion or any other final process from any court, for any debt or liabUity contracted after 
the fourth day of Jul v, one thousand eiffht hundred and forty*zune : provided that such 
exempted homestead or town-lot and dwelling-house thereon siuJl in no caae exceed 
in value five hundred dollars. This exemption is not to affect any laborer's or mechan- 
ic's lien, or mortgage lawfully obtained. Defendant must notify the cOcer <^ what he 
regards as hia homestead. 



MechaniCB' Uen. 

CoNTBACTOM to bttOd or repair a house or other buildin|f, mill, or-machlnery, or 
their appurtenances, or for funushing labor or materiala for such purposes, and every 
other person furnishing materials used in their construction, by agreement with the 
owner of- any tract of land or town-lot, or the lessee of either with oie owner's knowl- 
edge or consent, have a lien upon the house, '&c^ and the tract of land or lot on which 
the same is erected, in propornon to the labor or materials furnished, which can not be 
avoided, or sold so aa to avoid said Uen, tmleaa upon judgmoit rendered before such 
house, Scc^ was commepced. 

Suit must be brought within one year from the time of onment fixed by the con- 
tract upon which the lien is claimed, or within tfx months aflR the decision of any suit 
brought within that thne ; and if brought in the district court, must be by bill or peti- 
tion, describizu with common certainty the tract of land, house, &c^ upon which the 
lien is intendea to operate, the nature of the conoract or Indebtedness, with a bill of par^ 
ticulars, which together ere to be filed in lieu <irte declaration. The execution upon a 
Judgment in a suit of this nature must be levied upon the property specifl^, and no 
other property of defendant is bound for the payment of suen Judgment. 

Miners have a Uen, by this act, upon a aumcient quantity of mliieral to pay any jut 
demand for kdi)or performed npofc ft 
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Chattel Mortgages. 

Bixxsof Mie, oroAercoBTejaneescf peraopal imperty, where fbe 
•etna] poeseanoa cA tibe property bo coarreyML are not ralld in law apinat creditora or 
aabfleqnent pvrebaaera, mileaa aeknowledged before aome jastice of ibe peace for tfa« 
eoontr where Ae aame ia executed, and recorded ia die office of Ifae recorder ef deed* 
(whokeepaaaeparatabo(AforUiiip«rpoee)wiihiB tern dayB, ok &e csauuy where tbm 
mMar ol the property resideau 



All intereata or eatatea In landa and bereditamentc, made or cre a ted by lirenr and 
•eisin only, or br parol, and not pnt m writhig, shall have the force and effect of leaaea 
cr eatatea at will only, excepting leasee for a term not exceeding three yean, iqpon a 
yearly leaerred rent equal to two ttiirds of what the premiaea are really wordi : and 
no estate in laadt orhereditMnenti ia aaaignable, except in writing, or by act mad oper* 
•tion of law. 

Mo action ahaD be brongfat whereby to charge any execatcr or adaaai a tr ator, or npon 
■ly special prouiae, to answer danajres ovt of bis own estate : or wherpby to charga 
tb0 defendant npon aay special promise to answer for the debt, defavltr or miacarriager 
of any odier person ; or to charge any person upon any agreeaoent in eoosideration of maE^ 
ria^e ; or npMi any contract or aale of lands, tenemrats. or hereditamenta, or any inter- 
Mt in or concerning them ; or i^x>n any agreemfat which is not to be perfomoed withia 
ane year from the making thereof an less die agreement npon which each action shall 
he broaght, ar some note or memorandam thernoC shall be in wri^g, and aicned by 
tile party to be charged thereby, or some person by him diereanto lawfefty aathorizcML 

Declarations or creations of trust in lands and hereditaments mast be in writing, 
aigned by die party^ or by his last wilL Trasts arismg by intplication of law are exempt 
irom the operation of the act. 

Jadgments m the district or svpreme conrto are ficxn vpon the realestatea of the 
parties i^ainst whom ther may be rendered from the day of readftioa tbeveoi ia tbm 
connty within which svch Jadgments may be rendered. Attested copies of each judg- 
mento, filed with the clerk of the district court of any other county, recorded, and en- 
tered upon the judgment docket of said county also, are nutde liens upon the estates of 
defendants therein situate, but no execution can issue upon such attested copy. 

No contract for the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise, for the price of thirty 
doUara or upward, shall be binding, except the buyer accept part of the goods so sold^ 
and actually receive die same, or ^ve something in earnest, or in part payment, or that 
■ome note ortnemorandum in wnti^ of said Iwrgain, be made and aigned by the pai^ 
ties to be charged thereby, or their agents thereunto lawfiidly aatfaoiized. 



Limitatioii of Actions. 

All actions of trespass, detinue, frorer, and replevin, for taking "away goods, Ac. ; 
actions for arrearages of rent due on parol den^ise ; actions of account and upon tha 
case, except for slander and malicious prosecution, and such actions as concern tha 
tnule of merchandise between merchant and merchant, their factors or agpttts, must be 
eommenced witiiin fire years after the cause of action accrues. Actions of tn^epass for 
assault and battery, wounding, and imprisonment, must be commenced within two 
years. Actions on die case for slanderous words must be commenced within one year 
after the words spoken, and actions for malicious prosecntioii within two years after 
die cause of action accrues. Actions of debt or covenant fear rent or arrearages of rent 
founded up^ lease, of debt upon any single or penal biO, promissory note, or writing, 
obligatory for the direct payment of money or the delivery of property, or the perfom> 
ance of covenants, or upon die award of arbitrators for the payment oi money only, and 
every action of assumpsit, must be commenced withia six years after cauae of action 
accrues, or after any partial payment mav have been made. 

Judgment of any court of record may be revived by»scire fiEicias, or an action of debt 
may be brought within twenty year*. The right of entry into any hmds, tenements, or 
hereditaments, is barred after twenty years from the accruing of die right Every real, 
possessory, ancestral, or miaed action, or writ of right, or ac)ion of ejectment, must be 
Drought within twenty years after the right or title accrued, bat in case of disability 
then within twenty years after die disability is removed. 

If the person or persons agaiaat whom any of the foregoing actions, except real or 
possesflory actions, are brought shall be absent from the state at the time the cause of 
action accrued, or at ^y time during which aaid action might have been brou^t, such 
period of absence shall not be accounted part of the time limited by the act Tbe plain 
tiff, in certain cases, may bring a iitw suit within one year after judgmoU ia xevened 
ur giTCB Bgalatt binu 
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Collection of Debts. 

ABBX8T.--^e peTBon of b debtor can not be taken in execution upon any cMi contract* 
Attachment.— When any action fonnded on contract ia commenced or is abont to be 
commenced, writ ef attachooent may be issued by the clerk of die district court, upon 
an affidavit that something is due the plaintiff from the defendant ; that afltent belierea 
the defendant is a non-resident or that be itf about to dispose of or remore his property, 
with intent to defraud his creditors ; or th&t he baa absconded, so that ordinary process 
can not be aeryed upon him. Such writ may be levied upon any lands, tenements, goods, 
chattelB, rights, ciedita, moneys, or effects, of said debtor, which may be found in the 
county, or so much thereof as may be sufladent to pay the debt, together with interaata 
and coats of suit 



EvxxT instrument of writing conyeying any real estate, or whereby any real estite 
may be affected in law or eouity, must be proved and acknowledged, and racorded In 
the office of the recorder ol^ the county in which such real estate is situate, finch re- 
cording is notice to all die world, and no such instrument is valid except between the 
parties thereto, until deposited with the recorder for record. 

Deeds and conveyances -may be acknowledged before any court having a seal. Justice 
or clerk thereof, a justice of the peace, or notary public If before a justice of the peace 
in a connty different irom that in which the property is situate, it must be accompanied 
by the certificate of Hie clerk of the district court of the county, that the justice was, at 
the time of taking said acknowledgment an acting justice of die peace for such county. 
The certificate ofacknowledgment must state that the person making such acknowledg- 
ment w^as personally known to the officer to be the same whose name is subscribed to 
the instrument as party thereto, or was proved to be such by at least one witness, whoae 
name must be inserteo. 

The certificate of acknowledgment of a manif^ woman must state diaMhe was per- 
sonally known to the officer taking the same, to be the person whose namdls subscnbed 
to such conveyance ; that she was madd acquainted with the contents of such conyey- 
ance, and acknowledged on examination, apart from her husband, diat she executed the 
same, and relinquished ber dower in the; real estate therein mentioned, freely and with- 
out compulsion or undue influence of her husband. 

(The form of acknowledgment is the same as in Mxssovu, page 330.) 



Rights of Married Women. 

Ant married woman may become seized or jiossessed of Sny real estate by descent^ 
bequest demise, gift, purchase, or distribution, in her own name, and as of. her own 
property, providea that the same does not come from her husband, and is not purchased 
with the funds or property of the husband during coverture. Property so held by any 
married woman is in no case liable for the debts of her husband. The control and man- s 
agement of such estate, the annual products, and rents and profits of the same, remain £ 
to the husband. Suits in relation to the property must be in the joint name of the hus- 
band and wife. Such real estate may be conveyed by the joint deed of the husband 
and wife, executed, proved, acknowledged, and recorded, as abore. 

DowxB. — The common-law right of dower exists in this state. 



Rate of Interest 

Tub legal rate of interest, ^heb no other is agreed upon, and upon aQ judgments, Ifl 
aix per cent ; but parties may agree upon any rate not exceeding ten per cent Illegal 
interest may be recoyered by the pteper suit 



■Wills. 

Az.1. wills, except nuncupative, must be in writing, signed by the testator, or by some 
person in his presence ana by bis express direction, and attested and subscribed kt-his 
presence by two or more competent witnesses. Subsequent incompetency of the wit> 
ness will not inyalidate the wilL ^uncupatiye wills, proved by two competent wihies* 
ses, when the value of the estate does npt exceed three hundred dollars, are valid. 

Soldiers being in actual teryice, agjQt^ mariners being at sea, may dispose of their f" 
wageB and other personal proper^ by ntmcupatlye will. * 
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WISCONSIN. 

n adopted, 1MB.— Square Milea, 53|KH.— PiqiBlatioii In IBSO, 3M,I2L 



Exemptions. 

Ko property hereinafter nieniJoned or repreaentod 
diall be liable to atGaehineDt, execntioo, or aale, on utf 
final prrtoeaa iaaaed froin aoj court of thia state i — ' 

1. The family Bible. 

£f. FamUy picturea» ochoolbook^ or EibraTj. 

3. A seator pew in any booworplaceof pabticwd- 

4. The ritea of burial of the daad 

5. All wearing apparel of tbe deUorand hia familrj 
■11 beds, beHiCeadi. and bedding, kept and Dsed Ibr Ihe 

up or kept lor the nae'of the debtor and his fainilyi all 
1 otber hosaebold fatnitote not herein eoDioeraled, not 

"owH, leu awine, ooa yoke of oxen, and one borae ; or, in lien of oao 
BQ and a horae, a apan of hnrsea ; ten abepp, and lite wool Jrum tE^ 

■ary food for ell the itock tneniinned in Ibii aection for one year'a support, eidier 
provided or growing, or both. KB the debtor may chooieL alao one wagon, cart, ts 
diay; one aVeigh. one plongb, one dreg, and other Girmiqg otenril^ inelnding 
tukle for leama. not exceeding SIty dollara in valoe. 

7. The proiisiona for the di^btor and bia family neceaaery for one ye>r'* tap- 
port, either pmiidad or growing, or both, and fuel DeceeBBry br one ^ear. 

B. The loole and implemenia, or alock in trade, of any mechanic, muier, or 
other peiwjn, need and kept lor the pnrpoae of cairying im hia trade or bosinea), 
not exceeding two hendred dollara in valae ; ibe library and implemenia of anj 
profeaailMal man, not exceeding two bondrcd dotlui in 'alae; ail of wbtcb aru- 
clea, bei^nbefore intended lobe exempt, ahall bednaeD by the debtor, hia agan^ 
auunt, derk, oc legal rapreaentativaa, aa the caae may be. 




HomeBtead-Itzemption Law. 

A HOMKiTiAD. coneieting of any qnaniity of land not exceeding fijrty acrei, 
naed Ibr egricaliDral pnrpoaex. and the dwellingboaae ihereon and ita appnrta- 
naocea, loba aelecied by the owner thereo/i and not ioeloded in miy town plot, 
orcily, or village; or ioalead thereof, at the option of the owner, a qaantity of 
land not exceeding in amoont one Toarth nf an acre, being within a recorded 
town pktt, or city, or Tillage, and Ihe dwelling hotiae Ibereof end ita sppnrla- 
nance*, owned and occnpled by any reaideol of the atate, efaall not be ao^ecE to 
forced eaki on execution, or ain> other final pmceee from a coart, Ihr any debt or 
liability contracted after the finl day of Jannaiy, one tboattnd eight hundred 
and lonynine. 

Soch exemption ahall not aifflet any laborera' or mechanka' lien, or extend to 
any mortgage ibereon lawfully obtained j bni anefa Dwngage or other alienation 
of nich land by the owner thereof, if a manied man, aball not be valid witbont 
tbe aignalDiB eC the wife to the eaoia. 
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Any perscm owmng and occupying any dwelling-hoase on land not hia ow^ 
which land he shall be Hghtfdlly in posseauon of by lease or otherwise, and claiin* 
ing aach house aa hia faomestead, aball be entitled to the exemption of aach house. 



Mechanics' Iden. 

All and every dwelling-house hereafter constnicted and erected in the state 
of Wisconsin, with the right, title, and interest of the person or persons owning 
SDch dwelKng-bonse or other baildings in and to the land upon which the same 
shail be situated, not exceeding forty acres; or if erected -within the limits of any 
city, town, or village plot, the lot on which such dwelling-house or other building 
shall be situated, not exceeding in extent one acre, shall be subject to the pay- 
ment of the debts contracted for or by reason of any work done, or materiala 
found and provided, by any brickmaker, bricklayer, stonecutter, mason, lime- 
merchant, carpenter, painter and glazier, ironmonger, plasterer, and Iumber-mer> 
chant, or any other persons employed in erecting or furnishing materials for and 
in the erection and construction of such house or other building, before any 
other lien which originated subsequent to liie commencement of such house or 
other building. 

Sub-contractors must g[ive notice to the owner within thirty days after the work 
is done or materials furnished to the owner, or be debarred from their lien. Lien 
to continue only one year. 



Chattel Mortgages. 



No mortgage of personal property hereafter made shall be valid against any 
other person than the parties thereto, unless possession of the mortgaged prop- 
erty be delivered to and retained by the mortgagee, or unless the mortgage be 
filed in the ofiBce of the town-clerk where the mortgager resides ; or, in case he 
does not reside in the state, in. the town where the^ proper^ mortgaged may be 
at the time of executing the same. 



Law regulating Contracts. 

Iw the following cases, every- agreement shall be void, unless such agreement* •^■ 
or some note or memorandum thereof^ expressing the consideration, be in wri* 
ting, and subscribed by the party charged therewith .• — 

1. Every agreement that by tLe terms is not to be performed within one year 
from the making thereof. 

3. Every special promise to answer for the debt, default, or miscarriage, of an* 
other person. 

3. Every agreement, promise, or undertaking, made upon consideration of mar> 
riaere, except mutual promises to many. 

Eveij contract for the sale of any goods, chattels, or things in action, for the 
price of fifty dollars or more, shall be Void, unless — 

1. A note or memorandum of such contract be made in writing, and be sub- 
scribed by the parties to be charged therewith. 

9. Unless the buyer shall accept and receive part of such %oodS} or the evi- 
dences, or some of them, of such things in action. 

3. Unless the buyer ahail, at the time, pay some part of the purchase-money. 
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Limitation of Actions. 

AcTioirt for the recovery of lands nrast be brought within twenty yean after 
the caose of action accmed. 

Infanta, persona insane, imprisoned, and married 'women, have ten years after 
the removal of their disability. 

The following actions sfiall be commenced within six years next after the caose 
4>f action shsU aocme, and not afterward : — 

1. All actions of debt foanded apon any contract or liabili^ not under aeal, 
except soch as are brooght upon the jadgment or decree of some court of record 
ef the United States, or of any state or territory of the United States. 

2. AU ac^ns opon jodgments rendered in any court not being a court of record. 

3. All actions for arrears of rent. 

4. All actions of assumpsit, or on the case, founded on any contract or liabili^, 
express or implied. 

5. All actinns for waste and for trespass on land. 

6. All actions of replevin, and all other actions for taking, detaming, or injuring, 
goods or rbattels. 

7. All other actions on the case, except actions for slanderoos words and libels. 
All actions for assault and battery, and for false imprisonment, and all actions 

for slanderoos woffiis and fOT libels, shall be commenced within two years. 
-^ None of the foregoing provisions shall apply to any action brought opon a prom- 
issory note which Is signed in the presence of an attesting witness, provided the 
Rctbn be brooght by the original payee, or by bis executor or administrator : nor 
to an action brought upon any bills, notes, or other evideuces of debt, issued by 
any bank. 

In all actions brought to recover the balance due upon a mutual and open ac* 
count current, the cause of action shall be deemed to have accrued at the time 
of the last item proved in such account. 

It shall be lawful for any person against whom sny action shall be commenced in any 
eonrt of this state, when the cause of action accrued without the state, upon a contract 
or agreement, express or implied, more than six years before the commencement of 
the action, or upon any sealed or attested instniment in writing, a judgment or decree 
of any court more than ten years before the cdmmencenipnt of the action, to plead the 
same, and give the same in bar of the plaintiirs right of notion. 

All personal actions on any contract no*t limited by the foregoing or by any other law 
of this state, shall be brought within twenty years after the accniingTof the cause of action. 

Jkrsons under age, insane, imprisoned, or absent from the United States, and married 
woRen, may have the same periods respectively after the removal of their disability. 



Collection of Debts. 

Attachment. — An attachment may issue against the property of a debtor 
when the plaintifl^ or some one on bis behalf, shall make an affidavit, stating that 
the defendant is indebted to the plaintiff, and specifying the amount of such debt 
over and above all set-offs, and that the same is due on contract, express or im- 
plied or upon jadgment or decree ; and containing, further, a statement that the 
deponent knows or has ^ood reason to believe, either — 

1. That the defendant has absconded or is about to abscond from this state, or 
that he is concealed therein, to the injary of his creditors ; or — 

2. That the defendant has assigned, disposed of, or concealed, or is about to 
assign, dispose of, or conceal, any of his property, with intent to defraud his cred- 
itors ; or — 

3. Thnt the defendant hss removed or is about to remove any of his property 
out of this state, with intent to defraud his creditors; or — 

4. That he fraudulently contracted the debt or incurred the obligation respect- 
ing which the suit is brought ; or — 

fi. That the defendant i^ not a resident of this state ; or — 

6. That the defendant is a foreign corporation ; or — 

7. That the defendant has fraudulently conveyed or disposed of hif property, 
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or a part of it, or ia aboat frandalently to oonvey or difpose of the lame, or a part 
of it, with Intent to defraud hit crediton. 

Arrest. — No person shall be imprisoned for debt azUmg oat of or foanded oo 
a contract, express or implied. 



Deeds. 

\ CoNVETANCES of lands, or of any estate, or interest therein, may be by deed, 
ngned and sealed bv the peraon.from whom the estate or interest is intended to 
pass, being of lawfal age, or by his lawful agent or attorney, and acknowledged 
or proved and recorded as directed (below), without any other act or ceremony 
whatever. 

De.eda executed within this state of lands or any interest therein, shall be exe- 
cuted in the presence of two witnesses, who shall subscribe their names to the 
same as such ; and the persons executing such deeds mnj acknowlidge the exe- 
cution thereof before an^ judge or commissioner of a court of record, or before 
any notary public or justice of the peace within the state; and the officer taking 
such acknowledgment shaU endorse thereon a certificate of the acbiowledgment 
thereof, and the true date of making the same, under his hand. 

if executed in aiiy other state, territory, or district of the United States, such 
deed may be executed according to the laws of such state, territory, or district ; 
and the execution thereof acknowledged before any judge of a court of record, 
notary public, justice of the peace, master in chancery, or other officer authorized 
by the laws of such state, territory, or district, to take the acknowledgment of 
deeds therein, or before any commissioner appointed by the governor of this state 
for such purpose. 

In the cases provided for in the last preceding section, unless the acknowledg- 
ment be taken before a commissioner appointed by the governor of this state for 
that purpose, such deed shall have attached thereto a certificate of the clerk or 
other proper certi^ng officer of a court of record of the county or district within 
'which inich acknowledgment was taken, under the seal of his office, that the 
person whose name is subscribed to the certificate of acknowledgment, was, at 
the date thereof, such officer as he ia therein represented to be ; that he believes 
the signature of such person subscribed thereto to be genuine ; and that the dead 
is executed and acknowledged accwding to the laws of such state, territory, or 
district 

If in a foreign country, then before a notary public, or minister plenipotentlarjr, 
or minister resident, or consul, appointed to reside therein. 

When any married woman residing in this state, shall join with her husband 
in any deed of conveyance of or relating to real estate, situate within this state, 
or when she alone without joining with her husband, shall execute a release of 
dower, her acknowledgment or the proof of the execution of such deed, convey- 
ance, or release, may be taken and certified the same as if she were sole, and if 
so taken and certified shall entitle such deed, conveyance, or release, to be re- 
corded. 

Form of Acknowledgment 

State of Wisconsin, > „ 

County of Dodge, y'' 
Be it remembered, that on this tenth day of Marehj one thousand eight hun- 
dred Kad^fty-oTtCf before me, John Jones, a notary public^ in and for said coun- 
ty, personally appeared John Dos and Susan his wife, to me known to be the 
persons described in and who executed the foregoing deed, and severribE ao- ~ 
Imowledged that they executed the same. ^f^ 

(Seal,) JOHN JONES, Notary fiAUe, '^ 
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Deeds mut be recorded in the oflBoe of the leguter of deeds of the ooooty 
where the landalie. 

A •croll or device, used as ft seel, shall have the same effect aa a seal ; but 
this does not apply to oflScial seals. 



Rights of Married VTomea 

The widow shall be entitled to dower of one third of all the lands whereof 
her has band was seized of an estate of inheritance at any time daring the mar- 
riage^ onless she is lawfully barred. 



Rate of Interest 

> Ant rate of interest, not exceeding twelve per eent, agreed upon by tiie par- 
ties in contract, specifying the same in writing, is legal and raJ&d ; u more bo 
taken the whole debt is forfeited. 

When no rate of interest is ai?reed upon or specified in a note or other eontradv 
seven per cent, per annum shall be the l^al rate. 



Wills. 



Wtlls most be in writing, and rigned hv the testator, or by some penmn in his 
presence and by his express direction, ana attested and snbscribed in the prea- 
ioce of the testator by two or more competent witnesses. ^ 
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CALIFORNIA. 

Consdtotioa tdopted 1849.— Square Miles, 188,9eL— Populatloii in 1849, 125,00a 




Mechanics' UexL 

All mafter-bxuldera, mechaatci) lumber-merchants, and all 
oiher persons performinff labor or-iiimiahing materials for 
tiie constructioii or repair of any building or wharC lliaU 
have a lien, separately or jointly, upon the building or build* 
ings, or whar^ which they may have constructed or repaired, 
or tor which they may have furnished materials of any de> 
acription, to the extent of the labor done or materials fur> 
nishcd, or for both. 

Any such contractor, Joumeymoi, or laborer, who mair 
be employed in the construetion or repairing of any build- 
faig or wharf, or in furnishing any materials for the saqi^ 
may give to the owner or owners of the building or buOd- 
faigs, or wharf, on which he may nave worked, or for the construction of which he may 
have furnished materials, notice in writing, particularly setting forth the amount of hia 
claim, and the service rendered, for which his employer is inoebted to him, and that he 
hdbds said owner or owners responsible for the same ; and the owner is hereby made 
liable for the amount so claimed, if indebted to the employer to Ihe amount ; if not^ 
tiien to the cuuount due from him to said employer at the time such notice was served. 
When any such contractor, Joumevman, or laborer, shall have given the notice pre* 
scribed in the preceding section, he shaU present to his employer a copy of such notice 
for his endorsement a such employer endorse thereon that the claim is correct, the 
owner dr other person liable shall pay the same, if indebted to the employer In the 
amount ; if not, men the amount due from him to said employer at the time the notice 
was served. If he fail or refuse so to pay, such sub-contractor, joumegr°m>i or laborer, 
■hall, within thirty days ^%er the service of the notice, commence an action in the 
proper court to enforce his lien. I^ by the terms of the contract between the owner 
and the contraictor, the money be payable at some fature d&y, such sub-contractor, 
journeyman, or laborer, may me the copy of the notice, with the endorsement thereon, 
m the recorder's office of the county in which the building[ or wharf is situated ; and 
shall have Uiirty days alter the money becomes due in which to commence his action. 
If he fioil to commence his action as prescribed in this section, his lien shall be losL 

If the employer fail or refiise to make ihe endorsement inquired by the preceding 
flection, such sub-contractor, journeyman, or laborer, shall lose his lien for the amount 
elaimed. unless he shall, vrithin thirty days after the service of the notice, commence 
%n action in the proper court affainst his employer to establish the amount of the claim. 
If he obtain judgment against his employer, he shall lose his lien for the amount thereof 
jnless, within thirty days thereafter, he shall commence an action against the owner 
for the amount established by the judgment, if the money be then due from the owner 
tc Uie contractor ; if not, then he shall file in the recorder's office of the county in which 
the building or wharf is situated, a notice of said claim and judgment ; and shall com- 
mence his action against the owner within thirty days alter the money is due from the 
owner to the contractor. 

The owner or other penan made liable, as aforesaid, for the amount admitted to be 
due, or established by jiidgment^ may set off the same in any action brought against him 
by the contractor or person otiierwise entitled to recover the same, under the contract. 
The land upen which any building shidl be erected, together with the space around 
the same, not exceeding five hundred square feet, clear of the building, shA «ka be 
subject to the above lien, if the said land shall have been at the tune of the ereeol^ of 
the building the property of the person or persons, corpon^on or association, contract* 
Ing for the erection or repair of the Eame. 

Any person wishing to avail himself of the provisions of the first section of this act^ 
whether his claim be due or not, shall file In the recorder's office of the county in which 
the building or wharf is situated, at any time before the expiration of sixty days after 
the completioii of the building or repairs, notice of hifl intenuoa to hold a lien upon the 
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propertj decbred by this act liaiife to nich lien, for tbe amonnt doe, or to become due 
to him, specificaDy aettiBg fortili die unoant claimed ; op^ his failure to do ao, the ties 
efaallbekist 

Mq aacfa lien ahall bind any bnildiiig or wharf for a Icsiger time ftan one year after 
flie work tm done, or the malerialB have been fnnushed, unlesa anit be bronchf m a 
proper court to enforce the same within that time, or if a credit be given, winiin one 
▼ear from die ezpiraticni of the credit; bat no lien ahall be continued in force for a 
longer term than two years firom the time die work is ccmipleted, or the materiala fur- 
nished, by any agreement to give credit. 

Tbe lioB for woiic or matoiab, given by this act, ahall be pre fet ied to every other 
Uen or incumbrance which attached upon the proper^ aubaequent to the time at which 
the work waa commenced or the materials were fniniahed. 

Any mechanic or artisan who shall make, alter, or repair, any article of personal 
property, at the request of the owner car \e^ poseeasor of such pn^>ei^, shall have a 
ben on sach proper^ so made, altered, or repaired, for his just and reasonable charges^ 
for his work done and materials furnished ; and may hold and retain the posaesaian of 
the same until such just and reasonable charges shall be paid ; and if not paid for within 
die spafce c€ two months after the work abtll have been done, such mechanic or artisan 
may proceed to aeD the property by him so made, altered, or repaired, at public auction, 
by givinsr titfee weeks' pubhc notice of such sale, by advertisement, in some newspaper 
p^ished in tiie county in which the work may be done ; or if tiiere be no such news* 
paper, then by posting up notices of such sale in tiiree of the most public places in the 
town where such work waa done : and the proceeds of said .sale ahaO be applied, first; 
to the diaAaige of such lien, and the costs and expenses of keeping and aelling su^ 
property, anS die remainder, if any, shall be paid ovor to die owner thereol 

LIEN ON VESSELS. 

Every boat md vessd used in navigating the water* of diis state shall be liable— 
L For all debts contracted by the master, owner, agent, or consignee thereof on ac- 
count of supplies furnished for the use of such boat or vessel ; oo account of work done 
or services rendered an board of such boat or vessel : on account of labor done or ma- 
terials furmshed by mechanics, tradesmen, or others, in and for the building, repaizing, 
and fitting out, furnishing or equipping such boat or vesseL 

2. For all sums due Ibr tbe whao-fage or anchorage of such boat or veaad within the 
state. 

3. For demands or d a mages accruing from the non-performance or mal-performanco 
of any contract touching tte transportati<»i of persons or property^ entered into by the 
master, owner, agent, or consignee, of the boat or vessel on which such contract is to - 
be performed; and — 

4. For all injuries done to -penatu or priqierty by such boat or vessel : provided the 
wages of mariners, boatmen, and others, employed in the service of such boats and ves- 
sels, shall have the prefisrence, and be first I)aid. 

Any parson having a demand as aforesaid, instead of proceeding for a recovery diereof 
against the master, agent, owner, or consi^ee, of a boat or Vessel, may, at his option,  
institute suit against such boat or vessel by name. 

All actions against a boat or vessel, under the provisions of this act^ shall be com- 
menced and sued within fifteen days after the cause of such action shall have accrued. 



Chattel Mortgages. 

Mo mortgage of personal prop^ty hereaflar made shall be vaKd against any odier 
persons than the parties thereto, unless possession of the mortgaged propertj be deliv- 
ered to and retained by the mortgageek 



loL^ regulating Contracts. 

In the following eases, every agreement shall be void, unless such agreement, or sotin 
note or memorandum thereof^ expressing die consideration, be in writing, and sub- 
scribed by the par^ cluurged tberswith :— 

1. Everr agretmientthat by the terms ia not to be performed within one year from 
fh« nrnkfifg thereof 



SPECIAL LAWS OF CALIFq||^. 337 

S. Evpry eprcfal promise to answer for the debt, default, or miPCMTtege, ofaaollicr. 

3. Every t\srrermriit, pronii»>e, or «ndtrt»iking, ouuie upon coneiderwtion of lUArriank 
«xc«>pt mutual pronii.^es to ninrrj' 

Every coiitriut for the t:«U; of imy eoods, chattels, or things in action, for the pries 
of two hundred dnlkri? (»r ovrr, shall lie vohl, utilees — 

1. A note or mcinontnduin oi (^U' h contract be uiade in writing, aod be tatMcribed 
by the ptirtky* to lie ihiirg^d therewith ; or^— 

2. Uuloef the huyrr shtill accept or receive part of sork goods, or the evidencea, or 
some of tliem, ol t-vnb thivgf in action ; or — 

3. Unless the l)uyer thall at the time ppy wrae part of the pvirchafte-moBey. 
Whenever any goods ^Iwll \h' sold at anctioa. and tJie auctioneer fchall, at the tiine<tf 

«ale, enter in a sale-book, a memorandum, specifying the nature and price of the pr<H>- 
erty pold, the lei-ins of the sale, the name of the purchaser, and the name of the pereoA 
on whof>e accovnt (he sf\]e is made, sue h memontutlum shidl be deened a note of the 
contract oi' saJc within the inetiniag of die kutt section. 

No eirtnte or intere.-t in lands, other than for lenses ftjr a term not excvjeding on« Tear, 
cor any tru-t or power over or <-oncertiing lands, or in any manner rehtjlg thiVvto^ 
ahall hereafter be created, granted, at^eigned. surrendered, or declared, unleas by act or 
operation of hiw, or by deed, or conveyiuice in writing, eul)«cribed by the party crea- 
ting, granting, assigning, surrendering, or declaring the came, or by cis tawful agent 
thereunto authorized by writing. 

Every instrument required by any of the provisions of this act to be subscribed 1^ 
•ny party, may he subscribed by the lawful agent of such party. 



Limitation of Actiona 

No action for tlic recovery of real property, or for tiie recovery of the pottcsaioa 
Hicreof, ahall be maintained, unless it appear that the plaintiii; his ancestor, predeoeasor. 
or grantor, was seized or4}os8e88ed of the premisefl in question, within five yeaiv bef<M 
the commencement of such action. 

No cause of action, or defence to an action founded upon the tifle to real property, or 
to rents or services out of the same, shall he effectual, unless it appear that the persoa 
prosecuting the action, or making the defence, or under whose title Uie action is prose- 
cuted, or tne defence is made, or the ancestor, predecessor, or grantor of such person^ 
was seized or possessed of the premises in question, within five years before the con^ 
mencement of^the act in respect to which su(;h action is prosecuted or defence made. 

No entry upon real estate shall be deemed sufficient or valid as a claim, unleas an 
action be commenced thereupon within one year after making such entry, and withia 
five years from the time when the right to make such entry descended or accrued. 

If a person entitled to commence any action for the recovery of real property, or to 
make an entry or defence, founded on the title to real property, or to rents or services 
out of the same, be, at the time such title shall first descend or accrue, dtiier — 

1. Within the age of twenty-one years ; or—. 

2. Insane; or — 

3. Imprisoned on a criminal charge, or in execution upon conviction of a criminal 
offence, for a term less than for life^t or"— 

4. A married woman — 

The time during whjch such disability shall contmue shall not be deemed any portion 
of the time in this act limited for the commencement of such action, or the making of 
such entry or defence ; but such action may be commenced, or entry or defence made, 
within the period of five years after such disability shall cease, or after the death of die 
person entitled, who shall die under such disability : but such action shall not be com- 
menced, or entry or defence made, after that period. 

Actions, other than those for the recovery of real property, can only be commenced 
as follows : — 

Within five years : an' action upon a judgnrent or decree of any court of liie United 
States, or of any state or territory withhi the United States. 

Within four years : an action upon any contract, obligation, or liability, founded 
upon an instrument of writing, except those mentioned in the preceding section. 

Within three years: 1. An action upon a liability created' by statute, other than a 
penalty or forfeiture. 2. An action for trespass upon real property. 3 j^^ action fg/p 
taking, detaining, or Injurhag, any goods or chattels, including actions Sri^^speCTlt 
recovery of pergonal property. 4. An action for relief on the ground M fraud, me 
cause of action in suchKaae not to bfe deemed to have accrued until the discovery, bjf 
the aggrieved partyi of ttic facts constituting the fraud. ' ^ 

29 .V 
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WWun two yeHTs : J. An action tipon r contract, obliarntion, or liRbility, uot founded 
vpoii ail instmint'Mi of writing, exc< pt un m tiuii on an open Recount, for goodi*, waree, 
ftiiil im?rchHn«li««f, anO an action for nny artirlp t Larind in a storR account. 2. An action 
against a isheritf, coroner, oi cc twtnl kf, up n the lii.bili y incurred by the doing of an act 
in hi:} official capacity, and in virtue of his oflk-c, or by the (.miction of an otiicial duty, 
inclndio^ the non-paynK'nt of mon< y toUectt'd upon on execution. But tiiis section 
■ball not' apply to an nction for an e^4 tipe. 

WiUiin our y«^ar: I. An artion upon a etatute for a prnnlty or forfriture, where the 
r.ctiuu iii j»iven to an individual, or to an Individual and the Ptnte, exc»n)t whrre the 
S.Htnte impo'-ing it pret^i riliof a dilt'prt>nt liin tfiticu. 2. An action for libel, ekuM^er, as- 
•huIl butfr-ry, or false inrjmsonaMnt, 3. An action upon a ^tatute for a forfeiture or 
penalty to the people of this state. 4. An action again.-'t a tberit)' or other officer for the 
escujx; of a prisoner, arretted or impritrozked on eivil process. & An action on an open 
acwjunt, for goudt>, wares, and niercliajidi»e, soid and delivered. 6. Ab action for any 
ftrticlo charged in a store acccmnt: 

In an action brought to recover a balance due upon a mntxtal, op|cn, and current 
account, where there have. been reciprocal demands between the parties, the caui-e of 
action shall be d( etued to fiave accrued from the time of the last item proved in the 
account on oitiier tride. 

If a psr. on, entitled to brhrg an action mentinned in the lapt preceding chapter, ex* 
cept for a peuulry or forfeiture, or asaintft a fiberill' or other officer for an escape, be, at 
file time the cauise of action accrued, e:ther — tirsl, within the age of tweMy-ooe yeatt ; 
or, second, insane ; or, third, iinpivoned on a criminal charge, or in execution under 
the sentence ot! a criminal court, lor a term l^ra than his natural life ; or, fourth, a mar* 
ried woman : tie time of PHcfa disability bhaU not be a part of the time Uaiited for the 
eommenpemcnt of tin; action. 

When a person shall bo an alien eub.ieet. or citize* of a co»ntry at war with the Uni- 
ted States, the time of Hie contiuuani. e of the war shaU not be part of the period linuted 
for the commencement of 1^ a&tioo. 

H^ acknowledgment or promise shall be rsfficient evidence of a new or contintiing 
CCfOltrkPt, whereby to take the case out of the operation of this statute. oxiAeea the 
be contained in some writings signed by the par^ to be charged thereby. 



Collection of Debta 

Abrest.—No person shall be arrested in a civil action except ae prescribed by ft^ 
•et ; but this provision shall not apply to proceedings for contempt 
The defend* nt may be arrested in the following cases : — 

1. In an action for money received, or property embezzled or fraudnlentty misatv 
plied, by a public officer, or by an attorney or counsellor, or by an officer or agent of a 
corporation, in the course of his employment as euch, or by any factor, agent, broker, 
or otbi^r person in a fiduciary capacity. 

2. When the defendant has been guilty of a fttrad in contracting the debt or incurring 
' the ol)ligation for which the action is brought, or in concealing or disposing of die 

property for the taking, detention, or conversion of which, the action is brought 

3. When the dei'oidant has removed or disposed of his property, or is about to do so, 
with intent to defraud his creditors. But no female shall be arirestcd in any actioi^. 

Attachment. — Any creditor shall be entitled to proceed, by attachment in- die dia> 
trict court, against the property of his debtor, in the manner provided in this act 

Before any writ of attachment shall be issued, the p)aiatit);his agent or attorney, sheS 
take and subscribe an affidavit in writing that the defendant is indebted to the plaintiff 
in tiie sum of two hundred dollars or over, specifying the amount'of such indebtedness 
as near as may be, over and above all legal set-offs, and that the sum is due upon con- 
tact, express or implied, and Hhat the i^eponent knows, or has good reason to believe^ 
• either — 

1. That the defendant has absconded, or is about to abscond from this state, or that 
he is concealed therein, to the injury of his creditors ; or — 

2. That the defendant has removed or is about to remove any of Yua property out of 
this stateyi^ intent to defraud his creditors ; or— 

3. ITimW fraudulently coittracted thfi debt, or incurred the obligation, respecting 
which thdMit is brought ; or — 

4. That nb defendant is a non-resident of the state ; or— 

5. lliatt^ defendant has fraudulently conveyed, disposed bf, or concealed his prop 
erty, or a pirt of it, or is about fraudulendy to convey, dkpose o^ or conceal the 
or apvt ir it^ with intent to defraud his creditors. 
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Vo writ of attachment shall be israed under the proriiions of this act fai the district 
court, unless the amount stated in such oath or aflidarit as due to the plaintid', over an4 
aboTe legal set-ofTs, shall exceed the sum of two hundred dollan. 

At the time of filing the aflidavit, and before the issuance of any writ of attachment, 
the plaintiff, or some rraponsible person in his behalf, shall execute a bond with suffi- 
cient surety; in a sum at least double the amount of the demand sworn to, payable to 
the defendant, and conditioned that the plaintilf shall pay to the defendant all damagea 
that he may in<far, by reason of the wrongful suing out of the writ of attachment 

Attachment may if>6ue, although the dei)t or demaXid of the plaintiff be sot due^ when 
it is shown by tte affidavit — 

1. That the defendant is about to abscond from the state, or that he la concealed 
therein, to the injury of his creditors ; or — 

ii. That the defendant is about to remore anj of his property out of ttie state, or that 
he ia^ibout fraudulently to convey, dispose ot, or conceal the same, vrixk intent ta de- 
fraud his creditors : 

In this case no judgment shall be rendered imtil the debtbecomea doe, but {be attach* 
sient shall give a lien as in oUier cases. 



Deeds. 

CoiwvTANCEfl of lands, or of any estate or interest therein, may te made by dee^ 
signed by the person from whom the estate or interest is intended to pa^a, being of ]ffW^ 
ful age, or by nis lawful agent or attorney, and acknowledged or proved and recorded 
as hereinaiter directed. 

A husband and wife may, by their joint deed, convey the real estate of the wife In 
like manner as she might do by her separate deed if she were unmarried. 

Every conveyance in writing, whereby any real estate is conveyed or may be aigfected, 
afaall be acknowledged, or proved and certified, in the manner hereinafter provided. 

The proof or acknowledgement of every conveyance affecting any real estate shall be 
taken by some one of the following officers : — 

1. If acknowledged or proved within this state, by some Judge or clerk of a court 
having a seal, or tome notary public, or justice oi the peace, of the proper county. 

2. if acknoprledired or proved without this state, and within the United States, by 
Bome judge or clerk of any court of the United States, or of any state or territory having 
a seal, or by any commis^oner appoiutedi by the government of this state for that 
purpose. 

3.. If acknowledged or ^foved without the United States, by some judge or clerk of 
any court of any state, kingdom, or empire, havinfj^ a seal, or by any notary public 
therein, or by any minfster, commissioner, or consul of the wnlted States, appointed to 
reside Uierein. 

Every officer that shall take die proof or acknowledgment of any convayance affect* 
ing any real' estate, shall grant a certificate thereof, and cause such certificate to be 
endorsed or annexed to such conveyance. Such certificnte shall be — 

1. When granted by any judge Or clerk, under the hand of such judge or clerk, and 
the seal of the court 

2. When granted by an officer who has a seal of office, under the hand and official 
aeal of such officer. 

No acknowledgment of any conveyance whereby any real estate is conveyed or may 
be affected, shall be taken, unless the person offering to make such acknowledgment 
thaU be personally known to the officer taking the same, to be the person whose name 
is subscnbed to such conveyance as a party mereto, or shall be prbred to be such by 
the oath or affirmation of a credible witness. 

The certificate of such acknowledgment shall state the fact of acknowledjoaent, 'and 
tiiat the person maktaig the same was personally known to die officer grantnj^ the oer- 
tificate to be the person whose name is subscril>ed to the conveyance as a party theretO) 
or was proved to be such by the oath or affirmation of a credible witness, whose name 
ahall be inserted in the certificate. Such certificate ahall be substantiaUy in the follow- 
ing form, to wit : — 

Forms of Acknowledgment, 

BtatB of CaUforoia, > 

, County of Sutter, J "* 
On tills thirtieth day of December, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and fifty, person- 
a&y appeared before me, John Jovaut » mtarypubUc [or jud^e, or tfjjicor, ts the eaM 
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* 

may be] in and for the said conntyi John Dor and Susan hix toife^ Imown to me to be 
the persons described in and who execub'd the foregoing inytrumenu who acknowledged 
to mr that they exccuU'd the same freely nnd vohintarily, and for the uses and purpoEes 
therein mentioned ; and the itaid Susan, having been hy mejirfst made arguainied with the 
contents of tttirh conveyance Orknotcl^dged, on an examination by me had apart front ana 
without the k(aring of her hiifhand, thai hhe exeruied the ^ame freely and volnntafHy. without 
fear^ or comptiLfion. or undue influence, of her husband^ and that she does not winh to retract 
the execution of the same. JOllH JOHEH, Hotary Public 

W^n the grantor is unknown to the court or officer taking the acknowledgment, the 
certificate may be in the following form, to wit : State of Califoi-nia, County of SofTO* 
mento: On this fenth day of Pecember, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and j|/^, per^ 
aonally appeared before me, John Jonrs, a notatf public [or fudge or o^xxr, as the casO 
mdy be] iif tind for the said county, John Doe, tatisfuctdrlly proved to me to be.tho 
pe^tei described in, and who executed the within tonveyance^ by the oath of JoHi^ 
Sarn*H, a competent and credible witness for that purpose, by me duly sworn ; and he, 
the said John Doe. acknowledged that he executed the same* freely and voluntarily, for 
the uses and purposes tfaerQJn mentioned. JOHN JOMES, Notary Public 



Rights of Married WomexL 

Ail propei^i both real and personal, of the wife, owned by her before marriage^ 
•Dd that ac(|Hired afterward by gift, bequest, devise, or descent, shall bfe her separate 
property ; and dl property, boUi real ana personal, owned hy the husband before mar- 
riag(e» and that acquired by him afterward by gill, bequest, devise, or descent, shall be 
his separate property. 

All property acquired after the marriage by either husband or wife, except such as 
may be acquired by gift, bequest, devise, or descent, shall be common, property. 

A full and complete inventory of the separate property of the wife shaUbe made out 
and signed by the wife, acknowledged or proved in the manner required by law for the 
acknowlcd^ent or proof of a conveyance of land, and recorded in the office of the 
recorder of the county in which the parties reside. 

If there be included in the inventory any real estate lying in other counties, the inven* 
tory shall also be recorded in such counties. 

The filing of the inventory in the recorder's office shall be netice of the title of the 
wife : and all property belonging to her, included in the inventory, shall be exempt 
from seizure or execution for the debts of her husband. * 

The hu-sband shall have the management and control of the separate property of the 
wife, during the con .« nuance of the marriage ; but no sale or other. alienation of any 

{)art of such property ca^ be made, nor any lien br incumbrance created thereon, un- 
ess by an instrument in writing, signed by the husband and wife, and acknowledged by 
her upon an examination separate and apait from her husband, before a justice of the 
supreme court, judge of the district court, county jud|:<e, or notary pubUc, or if executed 
out of the fixate, then so acknowledged befure^ome judge of a court of record, or be- 
fore a comil^sioner appointed under the authority of this state Co take acknowledgment 
of deeds. 

The husband shall have die entire management and control of the common property, 
with the like absolute power of disposition as of his own separate estate. The rents 
and profits of the separate property of either husband or wife shall be deemed common 
property. 

Upon the dissolution of the community by the death of either husband or wife, one 
half of the common property shall go to tiie survivor, and the other half to the descend- 
ants of the deceased husband or wife, subject to the payment of the debts of the de- 
ceased. If there be no descendants of the deceased husband or wife, the whole shall 
go to dl^p survivor, subject to such payn^ent. 

In case of the dissolution of the marriage, by the decree of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, the common property shall be equally divided between the parties, and the 
court granting the decree shul make such order for the division of the common prop- 
erty, or the sue and equal distribution of the proceeds thereof^ aa the nature of the case 
may mguire. 

'thki BOparvte property of the husband shall not be liable for the debts of the wife 
contracted before the marriage, but the separate property of the wife shall be and con- 
tinue hable for all such debts. 

In every marriage hereafter contracted m this state, the rights of htisband and wifo 
shall be governed py this ac^ unless there is a marriage contract containing stipulationi 
^ntrary th«ret(>. 
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Dower.— No estate ehall be allowed to the huBbasd as tpnant by conHesy upon tha 
decease of his wife, nor any eatate in dower be allowed to the wife «pon the deciaase of 
her* husband: 



Rate of Interest 

Whkk there is no express contract in writing, fixing a diifbrent rate of interest, intufu 
0st shall be allowed at the rate of ten per cent per annum, for all moneys after they 
become due on any bond, bill, promissory note, or other instrument of writing, on any 
judgment, recovered before any court in this state, for money lent, for money due on 
tiie settk^ment of accounts, from the Hay on which the balance is ascertained, and for 
money received to the use of another. Parties may contract for any rate as hig)i as 
eisrhtee i per cent., but principals and endorsers are held responsible, under henry pen- 
alties fur receiving a higher rate of interest 



■Wills. 

No will, except such nuncupative wills as are mentioned in the following section, 
shall be valid, unless it be in writing, and signed by the tevtator or by some person in 
his preisonce, and by his express direction, and attested by two or more competent wit. 
Defines euhscribing Uieir names to the will, in the presence of the testator. 

No nuncupative will shall be good, when the estate bequeathed exceeds the tsIuc of 
five hundred dollars ; nor unless the same be proved by two witnesses, who were prea* 
ent at the makinsr thereof; nor unless it be proved that the testator, at the time of pro- 
nouncing the 6ame, did bid some one present to bear witness that such was his will, er 
to that effect; nor unless such nuncupative will was made at the time of &e last sick- 
ness and at the dwelling-house of the decPHPed, or whore he or she had been residing 
for the space often da\s or more, except where su.:h person wa* taken tsick from home, 
and died before his or her return. Nothing contained herein shall prevent any soldier 
being in actual service, nor mariner being on shipboard, from disposing of his wages 
and other personal estate by a nuncupative will. 

Any married woman may ditipose of all her estate by will, and may altw or revoke 
the will, in like manner as a person under no disability might do ; provided that no 
such will, alteration, or revociition, shall he of any vulitlity, without the consent of the 
hut>band, in writinjr, annexed to' such will, alti^nition, or revocation, and attested and 
subscribed, and to be proven and recorded in like manner as a will is required to be 
witnessed, proven, andf recorded, unless the wile has power to make a will, conferred 
by marriage contract or authority in writing, executed by her huebaad before mar* 

XWSB. 



Homestead-Iisremption Law^. 

TfiR homestead, cnnslstin? of a quantity of land, to«rether with the dwelline-bouse there- 
on imi ifs appmteniinres, an<l nor exctWinr in vMiue the «nui cf five thoufsand «fonBr<». to 
be selected by the own^r ll»«<re«'f. eliu'1 not be Pi»l),W't t<i furred Pnle on » xecutioii, or ?my 
o'her final priKiess from »i conr . for Htiy debt oV liiibiliry contracted f»r inmrre'l jifter June 
fi^s^ 18^\, or if coiitr;ict"d or incnri-ed Ht any time in »inv otlier place thau in tbin fttate. 

This ext mptifin •)<»«> imf ex'tintl i<i niecbiinict»' or venders' lif n*. or to any raort •Hire law- 
ful y o!)ta'iie«i ; lint no mort A-jf, pale, or  i'-PHfiou, liy h nifirrit-d ma'\ ip v'ali.l witliout the 
signature of t! »■ wife, lickiiowli-d^ed l-y her ayurf fr« "ni ln-r I UBbHuri, nn'ess it be to secure 
tlie \n\ nn nt < f i mchiife-tnon» v- Neiiler is it exemyt fM^ni li;bility f'>r tHxes. 

Apf"'^ P^'f'* M' V Ik* ttppomted to v» ne tire houirfifeHd if the pliniiriffnqnires it. If the 
lot tiflecrt-d »g n (lomepteHil conhon 2.5(r rqiiare yanls or leu*, anri the nptniiseri) va^ue tlie 
Innd and inij'rovt nients ar m«»re than SV^', tl e « xceps or (lie whole may |<e soM ; if the 
whole, the amount cxemi't nin.>»t 1 e paid to the deftDdant, and no bid can be received for 
less tlinn $',(i'(i. If the l.ind seleced as a hotiieptead exceed £.50(1 rquire yardo, and $5,iiH^ 
in value, the appr iseis niUfrt set off Mich portion in conij.act form, iiic'udiny the dwelling-- 
bouse, as will l-e of the value of $.\»(r, Tl e deftmlunt u av aUo deni- latf mch articVs 
of prrs* iial pioper'y »r nte ex» mjit 1 y law fi* m lew and forced sale. The fani** benefits 
sccrue to tltts wife and his own legiiimtiie children, lipun the death of tllb bead of a family 
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^14 rNTTtD STMES AND FORE IG It BATK8 OF FOSTA6K. 

UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN POSTAGK 



UNITED STATES INLAND POSTAGE— Nkw Rates. 

T1>c fofTowiag abstract ooDfaiiM alf the prnvi8i"n8 relntiog lo letiHra and priated 
BMiter of ibe new piistfl^e law, paBwed JMarck3» 1852,. and wliicii goea into 
•ptrrAtion nu and after .}n/y 1, I65t. ^ 

Lkttkh. Pos-iAoe. — For a letter not excef^dinp hnlj an ounce in weighty 
«^avoird»f>«ii,) ftent not more titan 3 000 mileB. il prejfti^t three ceufy ; if not jmid 
before d^piMiitnig in the iiostoffice, Jire ceiU», For any distance otfer 3,000 miles, 
double the above fHtea. Each atldiriouiil weight of huff an oance or fraftion oT 
'balf aaoaiire, ia charged with an additional sinp^ie |KMtage,. according t«> tlie coo- 
ditioiis of distniice and nio<ie of fiayaaent before specified. Tl)e»« ralea apply only 
to pla«;eB wobin the Uniteil States. Dmp letters on»cent each. 

A Iftier, wheiw eonveyed wholly or in part hy trea. and to or fiv>m a fiireiga 
couBtry, orer 2,900 inilea, tveidy eent» ,- and under 2,500 niilea. leu cent* , except 
all casea whete tlie postages have been or ahall be adjusted at difft* rent rates hy 
postal truaty or convention. Each half franre or fraction of half an Mince to be 
rRt«'d at a single poHtage. Tbis law does not effect the old rateaof postage to 
England, hat redacea the postage to California and Oregon textxeeM/x if prepaid* 
or leu cfutst if not paid in advance. On Ivtters sent to the continent of l£urope 
(not sent throngh Bufifand) tbe post&ge will be 20 centii the single rate,, wiibout 
regard te distance the aanie are canied in the United Staiea. 

Nkwspapick Post AG k. — All newspaper not excet^iiig I kree ounces in weighs 
sent from the office f>f piibKcation to actaal' and bonafide subacribeiSr u* cbarge<i 
with the following rates of postage : — 

Neie^/per$ per QiiortfTf piefffixhedr-^ 

'PA'M^tJitim ^>/7«y>»M MoDiblj^ S'«»nii.. Weekly. SeaA». ' TfW Dailat. 
r^aynbl9 in advance, -^Monthly. Weekly. Weekly. ^ 

Not exceeding 50 milet» — . W ~' 

From 50 m 300 milei* : 2*€" 

From 300 to 1,000 miles 3X 

From nooo to 2,000 miles 5 

From 2,000 to 4000 miles %^ 

Exeefdiiig 4,000 miles.. ^.... 7)i 
Newtipapers lets than 300 square inches one fo^trth thpse rates. 
Weekly, newHp&pers only, aeut lo sabscribeni in tbe Couniy where psbliabed^ 
are fiee of postage. 

Other newapapers, am) each circnlar not aealed, handUII, engraving, periodi- 
cal, magazine, boand Xnxjk not exceeding thirty-two oanees in weis^bt,. and every 
ether description, of printed matter, anconnectt^d with any manm>onpt er writlea 
aoatter. not exceeding one ounce in weight,, pay tlie foHowing ratea: — 
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2^500 to n,5U0 miles 4 cents 

Exceeding 3,500 miles... 5 *' 



500 miles, or Icfs.. 1 cent 

600 to 1.500 milfS 2 ** 

J.nOO to 2.500 miles 3 " 

ErAch Additional ounce is charged an additienal rate. Tbe postage on- all prfnt^ 
cd matter (other than newHpapers and periodicals aent to salMcrihen*) aoapt be 
piepxil ; but iCaent wiihont prepayment, ft will be diarged double these rates 

Bonn-Ji^ subscribers to periodicals |)ubIi^h(«d at intervals not exceeding tbrf>» 
XQonrhs, are required to pay one qnarter's postage in advance ; and ii> all such 
eases the postage is om hftff the f«>regoitig rates. 

Pobiisliers of pamphleti^ perictdiiaU, magazines, and newsp»per^ which do 
»ot ex'-eed sixteen otwices in weight, are allowed to exchange a single copy 
fiee. They can also encloee in their pabllcatiuQs tbe billafor subscriptions with- 
out any nddrtio*)Hl charge for poatisie. 
Postage will be cfanrged arcordingr to tlift restilar nmil-roote, although it may net he the 

«riest d istance. Newspapers are not consklered us periodic iIs, and are not entitled turlift 
uced raies as such \>y prep»iynient. Sultonribers tu perioiJieals. to olnain ibe bent^fir of the 
pai(} rates, mttst pay tbe full quarter's postage h^or* the delivery of tke iiret number foe 
tbe quarter. Payments In advance on newspers and periodicals nnn only btt made by sub^ 
•cribers at Uw postulSfie wbare delivered* PubiisHexa have oadadoetioa £or piepajfiaeat. 
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POSTAGE WITH FOREIGN COtTNTRIES. 

FoRKTON Postage.— Between* any office in the United Statei (Oregon and 
Gali'rtrnfa excepted) and any office in Great Britain and Ireland, the entire pos^ 
ap:e is 24 cents the single tetter, which may he prepaid or sent onpaid. Payment 
of anything teas than the entire postage, goes for nothing. 

Between the offices of California and Orefftfn and thoee of Great Britain and 
Irelandi, the entire postage is 29 eents the single letter, which may be prepaid or 
■ent unpaid. 

On all correspondence between the United States and the follpwing-named 
conntries, the Unircd States postage, and that only, mnitt be collected in the Uni- 
ted States by prepayment when sent and on deh'very when received, at tbo rate 
of 5 pents the iffngle letter when conveyed by British packet (anless from or to 
Oregon or California, then 10 cents), and 21 cents the single letter when con- 
veyed by United States packet (anless, as aforesaid, from or to Oregon or CaU> 
foriiia, then 26 cents) ; newspapers each 4 cents, to be prepaid, to wit:-<- 

Alexandria, city of, via Marseillea. Staples, kingdom of, via Maraeillfis. 

Algeria. Norway, Oldenburg. 

Aufitria, and the Austrian states. Poland, Prussia. 

Baden, Bavaria, Belxium. Roman or Papal states. 

y Bremen, free city of Brunswick. Russia, Saxony. 

Beyroot. city of, via Marseilles. 8cuta:± city of^ via Marseilles. 

Dardauplles, the, " Smyrna, . • " # 

Denmark, France. Sweden. Switzerland. 

German states, Gibraltar. Turkey in Europe. 

Greece, via Marseiues. Tuscany, via Maneffles. 

Hamburg and Cuxhaven. Venetian starea. 

Banover, HollRnd. WaUachia, Wartemberg, 

Bong-Kong (China), island o£ West Indies, &,c., British, vis. : Antignti 
Ionian iflands. Barbadoes, Bahamas. Berbice, Cari* 

Lubec, free city o£ scou, Demerara, Dominica, Esse- 

Malta. island o€ quibo, Granada, Honduras, Jaraai- 

Meckleuhurg-Scbwerin. ca^ Montserrat, Nevis, St Rltta, St 

Mecklenburg-Strelitz. I.ucia, Sl Vincent, Tobago, Tortola, 

Moldavia. Trinidad. 

This leaves, in those cases, the British and foreign (lostage to be collected at the 
other end of the route. Bur. o<i British iiilnnd postage is t«> be charged in such caaea. 

Ou all corres|<oiiHenr*e between the United States (Oregon and CHliturnia ex- 
cepted) and the folkiwing-named countries, tfamagh tlie United Kingdom, and by 
the routes here s|>eciHed, there must he prepaid when sent, and collected when 
received, the followijig rates the single letter, not exceeding a half-ounce (anless 
to or from Oregon or Califbrnia, then 5 seats is to be added to e^ieb rale), viz. : — 

(Half-ounce Letters.) cents. (Half-ounr* Letters. ) CBNtV. 

Aden, A^^ia, iE>lHnd of Ceylon, China, Azores iiilmids, vis Southampton and 

Ea*t Indies, New Granadn, Philippine Lisbon 63 

ii»lands. Sierra Leone, Venezuela, via Brazils, via Falmouth 87 

Southampton 45 Buf-nos Ayres, *• ., S3 

Australia, Bourbon, inlands of, Borneo, Heligoland, island oC via Lontlon 33 

Java, LHhunn, Moluccas, New South Lucch and Modena, via France 31 

Wales, New Zealand, i8land of Su- Mauritius, via Southampton and India. 45 

mntra Van Dieman's Land, via South- Monr* 'video, via Falmoufh 83 

ampton and India 53 Parma and Placentia, via France 31 

Austi-iiliH, New South Wales, New Zea- Portugal, via rtouthnmpton 63 

lan«i, any Hriti-*h colony or furei^ Bpain, via Southampton 73 

country, when conveyed to or from West Indies (foreign), viz., Cuba, via 

the L'ui'ted Kinsrdom liy private shibs 37 Southampton 75 

Canary islaniis. Cape de Verde islanos, GuHdaloupe, Hayti, Martinique, Por- 

island of Madeira 65 to Rico, St, Croix, Sl Eurtatius, St. 

Egypt, Greece, Syria . ,. 57 Martin, St^ Thomas, via Southampton 55 
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Adni, Asin, East Indies 

C<7lon, bland of. 

China 

HoniT-Kong, ialand of > 

MiraritiiiB ....*....... J 

Ffaflilipine ielandt ( 

To be oent by doaed inafl, tU Mar- 1 
aenioa ) 

Aoetralia 

Kew Z«>«laiid 

Van Dif^nan'a JAod 

Bourbon, Borneo 

Java, Labaan 

Moloocaf, 3 q m a tra 

Or any odier place in the In^mi Archi 

ppl«go 

By doaed mail, TiaManeiOes...... 



For rineleVnen, wUcb nnut beVcv Ohb 
one JFonrth (tf an ovBoe ic wdgfaL 



Bn'tiBli aad i 
ForeiiEU ... 



ToUd. 



50 

10 

5 





Britiab aii4 aea SB 

Foreign 10 



Total. 



73 



Eaypt ......................... 

Syria 

By clooed maO, ria Harseillea. 



Eeypt 

Pyria 

Picilv, bland of 

Tunin. Africa 

By French pacbrt, via Marweillea. 



Sardinia , 

Spain 

Via France. 



J 



BrMahandae* 46 

Forei^ 10 

American inland.. ........ .......... 5 

Total 61 

British and aea 26 

Foreien 20 

American inland 5 

Total 51 

British andaea 26 

Foreiim 10 

American inland 5 

Total ^ 41 



(I 



NoTK. — The fnreifrn pnrtion of the above rates is to be charged according to 
the foHowinf? scale, viz. : — 

Weig^hing undn- a \ ounce 1 rate. 

Jounce, and under \ ounce 2 ratea. 
" •• i •• 3r»te8. 

I *^ •• » 1 " 4 rates. 

*' 1 " " " H *• Sratea. 

And so on, an additional rate being charged for each quarter of an ounce. 

Pontage by the New York, Soyfhamptont and Bremen Line 'of Steamers* 

The postage on letters and packages sent by this line, from or to any part of 
the United States (exempt Oregon and Califoruia when Spents will be added) tu 
or Inini the Continent, not exceeding half au ounce in weight, is 20 cents ; and 
for every additional fraction of an ounce, 20 cents. ' 

On letters aiidressed to the ib]tow||||g countries and places, the foi>eign postage, 
to tl»e pluceof deal ination. may be added to the United States postage of 20 

cents, and the vrhole prepaid — or the Anieri<*an postage alone may be prepaid 

or tbb whole postage may be left unpaid, at the option the aender, via : — 

„ »-, J^aif'Oiinee Jj$tttrt.) Cehts. 

MecKienbnrjK:«Scberwin ., ij 

Meckieuburg-Strelitz. 12 

NassHU ^ j2 

Oldenburir | ^ j 

Prussia (kingdom and i>rovlncaa) 12 

ReuM j2 

Saxe-Attenberg ;... 12 

Saxe-Meninf(ea 12 

Saxe- Weimar 12 

faxony (kingdom) 12 
cbaumburfT^ippe , 12 

Scliwartzburg-Rudolatad t. -. . 12 



(Half 'Ounce iMtert.) Cents. 

Altona e 

B Tf men Nothing 

BiuDSwick 6 

Cti«M>l 12 

Cohurfi: 12 

DHrinstadt. 12 

Fran)l^or^on•tb••Maine 12 

Ootha 12 

Hamburg 6 

Hanover 6 

llttfise-Homburg. 12 

Kiel 



Li ppe-Detmold . . . —-« 12 6ch wartzburg-Sondersbausenl . . ." i ^ ." i ' 12 

"*»»«»c 9 Wurtwnberg (kingdiwn). if 
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tJni^d 9Mea postage of ISO oents, onJf ■hn«M be fraid ab 1erf«erfl aifdn-eied to 
tlie fellow iyg placet. Letters lo these pkces caa be eeut wbully anpaifi, by Uia 

Copfnhsgm. and faithmt parts of Df<Bin«Tk ; Brrfni, Christkift, and fiiithf^ paitl 
t>f Norway : ijf. PotmlNirsli or Cron^tadt, Kutfvia : Btocklidtti, aad 1iiiilH>^ pnrt« of 
8w«>d(^ ; Alexandria ; finipirp and prmrinc^it of Auctrta ; Radnn ; B«(<Ip, and other parte 
«f Switzerland ; Bavaria ; Cairo iu li^pt ; Cinstaatinoi^ ; Greece; and eastera tvwiia 
of Italy. 

To Havre (Francp). or any othfr port or place on flio eoaPt of Prance. Citmsny, or 
liny oVbKr por: on the -contintniCj^I^rope wWr*^ the United States stPatn-paekeCs toxLvk 
^rnat BritHia and Ireland excfMpd), tbe poetaei* ii> 20 c«n1t^ which muat be prepaiA 
^vfaen sent from, md collected when received in tbe United dttOea. 

Olfeer Foreign Letter- Pontage. 

Bettr^m wiy place in Hie United Pttites (not oyer TJOOO milefl from the line of en>^ 
«liig), anil Canada, tbe provinces of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia New-foundland, Mid 
<}Ape BrHvn, on a l<^f>r not-excemiing htM m oonce, the pof ta»e i» 10 evmt ; over .KXtt 
«nilt?0 from tlie line of crossing, 15 cents; an adJitioaid rate Hat each baV oauoe or less; 
prepayment is ofitinnaL 

Oil l^'ttpre to UwvcnN <Ctiba), Antieaa, BarHadoee, Bahamas. Berhic*, Carioco, D<*mfl- 
rarn, Dominica. £»pi|uitM), Gr(«ada. iiondnniH, Jamaica, M(iotr<erniX. Ni-vis, tit. KittX 
€r. Lucia, St Vmcent, Tobago, Tort<^a, and Tiioitkid, if tfae-diiiTaneefrom the niailinc 
officH (iopsviot extreed 2,S00 milpr^ tbo po.-tHife ie ten ceati*: if it exceeds 2.500 tnilf>e, ii9 
cnti*. The alrave {wsf^ge nrnst be prepaid on letteri* M'nt from, and e»Uected oa thosn 
rpceiwd in fbe United .'Stales. Oi letters frana flic West India idands (not Tfriti:<h^ 
Mpxicu, ports -or points on tbe gwlt'ot' ASexico. or p)ace<4 on Ae Adancic>caa't «f N>uth 
Anierica^ not m Briti-b po^r^^siuax, tlhp pof«tagp i»35 (vnts, if li*ss tiiiin 2,500 aiilp», or 
45 cents if over ; which mart be prepMid nn It^ters sent from, the UidUHl ."^tciCefi. Init on 
Ifttern reoeiced, only 10 <or 80 <ents accardiMg tu distance, will be collected in tlie UaiteA 
^itHlieii. 

'ITie poetase on Ipttprs wiH Iroan tbe United Stflfes to the following fAaces <m thePa- 
citic ccM^t uf Soatb AnipricM, wiiJ lie SO cent's wliich nni<t i)e prepaid; on iettrrs reroived^ 
only 25 a-nu will bejxdiected in tbe United Smtps. HouTbwtfst cim^t «f South Ameri- 
ca: Baennvenhira, Rusota, New <lre«ada: iStiayaqiiil, Quito, EcwHrlor; P«yl«, I^a»- 
bayeque^ HaHnchncn, Ciiama, Hiaachtt, CidlaOf L^ima, Hacci. Uibiy^ Aric«, (quiqne, Peni; 
CuhiJM, I^a I'Aee, Bolivia ; C(ipia)K), Him^co, Coq«liTnl•<^ V«lpi>mii>o, St. higo. ChSi. 

Letters sent truoi the United t^tHtes tufureiunoouutrit-s b\ private ves:<iTn, are rlinratv 
able with inb^id pvsmge which >mI^t lie prenaiii. Letters are HPUt in this way from Cal> 
ifurni« to tbe f^aiidwicb iel^nds Cbi<ia,«nd New South Wuleb; aud aldoirom other 
liflftces ia the United States tu foreign cuuitries 

Nncstpoper and Prtmp^fel Postage, 

The resrnlar United Stirtes nates to and fi^om tbe line, are collected on newspapers la 
or frcMn Canaiia. Trie po'-tage lietween the Uidt«>d St^ites and Onat Britain and ir*^ land, 
is 2 cents : when seat to ittie -contineat tiuvHgk hinuhmd, 4 ccsftx; to (dttces on tbe couti- 
■tent when sent tiirfiugh the Brtmmn due, to the HriUi4. Wert Intfiesmd Havana. 2 cents^ 
to be prepaid wkm tmtt^ and outUtMd vAai rmetmed in the Oniied Sttto. To the West 
india ibltrndH, «nd plaues un the Ailafiitic coast oi Sou-tii America, not, in British posses- 
aiun. and Mexico. 4 oeatd wbeu soiU^ and 2 when receivf^'d, to l>e (irepHid. To places oa 
tbe IVciific coa»t of S<i«ith America, die poosge to be paid is 6 cents when toM from, and 
4 cents wh*^ received in the United States 

New8papera «ud periodieald to fureign coantries <partic(abir)y to ibe «ontinfvit of Eu- 
rope), m^t^t be sent ra aarrow bands, open at the sides or end ; otberwl-e they aiia 
chargeniile there with letter-portagn. 

Prhioocc.ai.8 — {Periodical works and pempblrts are not entitled to tranrit conveyance 
CAron^ik Ureac P.ritain and lr»-hind, Xvat tht y may be sent from the UnittHi State? tu the 
United KiiigdoflN, aud ei -e eerim at 2 cents United States po-'Cage each, if they do nut 
exceed 2 ounces ia weijjht ; and at I cent per ounce, or fraction of Ml ounce, when thev 
exceed that wei{zlit, to be collected ia aH cases in the United States ; and ibe same wtU 
be ^abject to an additioBsl like chartHs in die United Kingdom when not exceeding 8 
ounces ; bat the third ounce raises the British charge to sixpence, with an additional 
charge of twopence for each additional o«nce. Wben sent to or received from foretea 
countries, without patting ^ongk th( QmUed Kingdom, tbey -wili be chargeHble with tot 
tv^jular (buted States ratesb to be pKipidI wbon aeoi^ and ooUeOed wbea reoeivad^ 
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BOOK-KEEPING. 

TflK art or Bnok-keepine^ benches to recor.? sysfematically the rariotw traaw- 
scttoiis cif bonueiw in airy iiccapHrioii in wbich s person nmy lie eiT^ai^efl. m> that 
be nrk'iy know his pecuurary sitMHtiun. posHeas ^£0iiy to sal>8tantiHte his olsiina, 
•lid t.niCect 6is pri)pfrty» and Hi deHth lenve hehind him evid«iice that wifl ena- 
ble hiK fi-ieiids to oiiiffrHtHitd Ids hosinest) rflaifoiig and eniitiixrnfentR. and aettTe 
bis atfairs in a SHtisfactory nmmer. For thene reantiiis no one should fail to kee^ 
a book record. iustCMd of rel^'in:; on hi.-i meinur> or Itvise pHpers dr evidence. 

There are two iiieihodi of ()nok-keep»n^. Srn^^le and Doul^fe Entry; the laat 
M employed in extensive aui ci>niflic<iied n>t'rrantil«; hotiinei*!«, where a « heck is 
reqoirtd apOD ew:h en:ry, to pniTe that it U-m hefu fimperVy reeordtd. The 
first is trenerHlly ased hv persons en^a^^ed in tirdinary hnsinesH, a9 it is more simple 
and 8iifll«'iet)t?y corrfct for Much |»trr{K>ses. h reiinir-es hm thre*' honks — tlie D »y- 
Bookr Ledger, nnd CHi^h Btmk ; to these may he added, a Bill-BtK)k. hi which 
all nnteSr received or giveu. are recorded, sFiowing when drawn, by whom, in 
"whooe i'avor, length of rime» when dtw^ aiiMHiiu t>f note, and any explanatory 
remarks required ; also, a SaleH-KiK^k, in which orders tor poods or the details of 
«alea are entered, and a iiecei|»t Book wliere Peceipts can be penuaneutly kepc 

DAY-BOOK. 

The Day-book should contain statements of every basinesa tranractnon, whfch 
gives nse to persons owini? us or to our owini^ rhem, properly arranged under 
the head ol' debtor or creditor. The hcrounts shonid he entered hi this book 
mc the time tl-iey were created, or in tlie order in whieb they occorred in buHiueas. 

The book flKiuUi be cowmenred b> statinir ihe namf of the owo>r and his 
remdence. Tlie day. monr.h. »«nd year, should then be wirten, and repeated 
at the bei»d of t-arh (^spe corresponding wiih tJre iUrc of rhe "first trHnsnction on 
the pa«e» the nnb-^eq-ient Oatj^s »»n the pHi»e may stand above the transaction to 
vhi. h ihe\ br Ion :. To miikin^ an entr^ rhe nHnieofthe person wiih whom we 
de»d IB written, with Dr or Cr. at fhe riiiht <»f ihe name, to sliow whether Ire 
becomes debtor t>r creditor \>y the tr»i»sH(-trfM%. Tl>en a Matemeiit f^hould fi.llo>w 
,ot the ba-iineHS done, sp^'dfying tlk* articleH bou.&,'ht or s<»l«|, Hiid ihe price of each. 
The total amount shonid tie aiided np and eutered in tlie dollar ;iiid cent Ciihimna. 
Tt»e person witti whom yea dewl Ih dehtor for whatever he receiver of y«»u, and 
cre<lilor for whatever you re<:eiveof him, in tluj role for dererminhn; how an 
entry must be mad<^. The entries in the DHy-b«M»k are trHUsferred to the Ledger, 
where »li the trHn8a"tioM« relating: to an individuHl are recorded on a pnt;e d'vo- 
ted to his account. Thi^ figure at liie ,le't of an entry iniicates the page of the 
LedfitM to wh'ch it has been cirried (S.-e poKttna »cconnts.) 

If a m^take is niBde in an accoaut, it should uoi be corn cted V»y a'ltprinsr the ori- 
ffinal entry, but a new entry made debiiiut? or crediiing the amonnt of rhe enor, 
tima. "John Smith, Or. by [or Dr. toj error in aceount of Oct 6, Ill.flO.*' Thi« 
will enable a person to swetr before a court tliat his book coutaiua his originiJ 
entries wiciioat an alteration. 

LEDGER. 

The L»»dger fi emplnved for collertUig thp scattered acronnts of the Day-book. 
.The aecounis which rcfite to the s^me individnal are brought totfelher on one 
paLfe, showing all thrt debits an I credits, thtm ena!)lin;^ the owner to tell at a 
glnuce the state of his account with any pttSrson. The Dr. accounts are placed 
on the left hand of the pavre, and the Cr Im the right The Ledqrer may he 
ruled according to the example on page .'151. Every Ledger sliould have an 
index, in which all the names it contains are alphabetically arranged, with th% 
page of the Ledger on which the account can be (band. 
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Po«Tii»o Accounts. — Tmnnfrtrinp? •rmnnts from the Dny-hooli to the Led.eer 
is cnlled poRtine. Cornnieiire with ihe first uiime in the Dny-hook, which in oar 
exnmple 10 William Smith ; begin by writing h<8 iiiini« in a fuir hnml at the to^ 
of th«* pngr, wiJh bin n-Hideiire if (Hfl'ereut frtim \ oar own, (ilnciiif^ Dr. on the 
left, an«l Cr on the ri^ht of ihft name. Aa he ia debtor to na we rommence at 
the l^n hHiii), writing in the fiiat rnhimn the year, month, and day, in ilie ae«'ond 
the pnt;e of the Dny-book on wliirh the original euiry can lie fr>and, in the third 
the name of the urticle, or if ipyerai articles are recorded iind»'r one dite, they 
mny be entered with the genQrai deAiKnation of sandnea or nierciiand>i*e, and ia 
the fonrth cohimn the totaj anionnt of the trananction. Agniiiat the a(*C(Hint in the 
Day-^xw.k ma»k the |»age of the Ledger to which it has been pnared : a mark 
can rIho be made to Hhnw that it hna been trana'erred to the Ledger. Now take 
the second tranoactioo in the D8y-lK<ok. and if it ia aiMither nnme take a new 
p/i^t^ in ihp Ledger, nnd proceed in the »ame manner as the first. In this way 
all the entries in the Dny-b(N)k nre posred to each perann's HCitmnt, every week 
or month an opp<»rtuuity may occur. By snbtractiiig one side i'mro the other the 
balance which is due will be fonnd. The specimen page represents three pages 
of a Ledirer, to correspond with the three persoua who have transaciiuua in 
the Day-lxjok. 

• BAr.A^TK Shekt. — This mny be made to accomplish a doable pnrpose, as it 
-will exhibit the state of the owner's nccoantn. by determining the amounts owing 
biro Rnd thnt lie may owe, and also prove ihnt the acciNints have been correctly 

{>o»*ted and added The method is ns follows: rule a f>heet of paper aimilar to 
edjfer pnge, for debtor and creditor ; add up nil the items of credit on a page of 
the Day-book, nnd enter the amount on the sheet, then add the debitH in the same 
Dianncr, and proceeil in this way lor whatever lime ir is wished llie pnx)f slioald 
c«)ver, a«ld u[» the two columns and aubtract one total from ihe other, aod the 
diff«*rence will be the bHhoiceof rh^^ D«y-l»ook. Turn tothtj Ledger and obtain 
the f»Hl«nce of ea«-h fjerson'a account, and place it under its pmper head ; add 
these n(>, anfl the dilf M-encc will be the Leds^er biiance. If the two balances 
agree, it proves t' e entries have been correctly [Htsted. 

A complete balance sh-et shoul*! be made oat once or twice a year, when an 
inventory of stock on band is tsiken and added to the debtor babinces of ac- 
counts, and the origiu«l caiiital i.'» ad«kd to tlie credit balnncea. (or balances we 
owe,) these conr-ared will give ihe amount (tf profit «»r loss It will be remcm« 
bered tbaf tliia Hbeei if* an account between onrselveH and our books. 

All iJie account.!* in the Led^'eronylu to be ••alanced twice a year. To do this 
add np each column and find ilie differfnce, and niwke an entry of this balance 
on the side that is sniallent (this pboiild be mnde with red ink to diKtint^uiFh it 
from other entries) ; bofh si los now be'ng equal, draw a line under them to show 
the fict. Now place the balance on the opixjaite side, so that it will exhibit the 
true state of the account. (See V\'m. Smith's account on the Ledger page.) 

CASH-BOOK. 

The Caah-book records the payment and r»'ceipt of cash. Cash is made debtor 
to the cash on h«n«l and cash received, and c«»diied with what is paid out. At 
the close of e'ich day or week, the cash on hand is counted, and the amount en- 
tered on the credit side This »«hoald make the debira and credits equal; the 
amount of cnph on hand ia then entered on the debtor aide. If money is paid to 
or receiveil fiom a person \n ho haa an account with us it in aUo entered in the 
Daybook ; the tt>tal re<-ei|)r.a and expenditun'S are carried tti the Day-book as 
often as the Cash book is balanced. (See form of Cash-book.) 

Farmers and mechanica who make bnt few entries, and therefore require but 
one bo<»k for their accounta, cana»fopt the plan of the Ledarer, omitting the ct>l. 
nmn for day-book page, and n>ake their orierinnl entries on a page devoted to 
each person with whom they deal. It should have an index like the Ledger. 

30 



350 



BOOK-KSEPOrO. 



Dqr-Book. 

PsTEft Stone, Geketa, New York, October 2, 1S50. 



X3 
X2 



X 1 

X3 
X 1 

X3 

X2 



X3 

X3 

X« 
XI 



WUIiam Smith Dr. 

To 8 yds. of mnWin at9clB.myd. ..$0.72 

To 4 y<U of cloth, at 93 ayd 12 00 

To 1 scythe 1.10 



Henry Jones Dr. 

To 1 pr.of shoes 91.40 

To I lb. of tea 75 



Clisrles Joboaoii 
By 1 lokeof oxen.... 



Cr. 



Heory Jooes *Dr. 

To 14 Urn. uails. st 6 cU 90.84 

To 5 ^alli». molasses, st 32 cts. 1 60 

To 12 lbs. dieese, at 10 cts. 120 

Cr. 
By 8 lbs. wool, at 36 eta. 



WUItam Smith Cr. 

By 1 kiaWof hsy $6.00 

By 12 lbs. battT, at 9 cts 1 08 



ChHrles Jubnson 
To Cash 



Dr. 



WiUiam Smith Dr. 

Tol stove $14 00 

To8vds cloth, at $3 24.00 

To 1 horse 42.00 



Charles Johnsoa ' Dr. 
To 1 set or harness tSO.OO 

To 1 wagOD 64 00 

: 5 



Heorv Jones Dr. 

To 28 lbs. mgar, at 8 cts 92 24 

'lo 1 barrel oif floor 7.00 

To 3 brooms, at 14 cts 42 



Charles Johnson Cr. 

By 20 basliels com, at 02 cts 91240 

By cash 30 00 

By onlerou Peter Wilkins 21 00 

7 



Ctmrles Jr>hnson 
To cWk to balance account. 



Dr. 



Henry Jones 
By Cash tobalanoe aooount.. 



10 



Cr. 



12- 

Wniiam Smith 
By hi« note at 3 monthf from date* 



Cr. 



•13 

s 

115 



15 
00 



3 
2 

7 
50 



64 

88 

08 
00 



80 



84 



00 



00 * 



9 



66 



63 
44 

IS 
75 



40 
40 
57 

00 
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851 



Db. 



William Smith. (Waterloo.) Cr. 1 



1850. 
Oct. 2 
• 4 



12 



To Sandries 
** Saudries 



 ^» • • 



To Balance. 



• 13 

80 


82 
00 


1850. 
Oct. 3 
" 12 


1 
I 










93 
"~11 


82 
74 







I 



By hay and batter.. 
** note Bi 3 mofl. . . . 
** Balance 



• 7 

75 
Jl 



93 



08 
00 
74 

»<3 



Dr. 



Henry Jones. 



Cr. 



"lesoT 

Oct. 2 
3 
5 



<4 



Te Sandries 
** Sandries 
** Sundries 







1850. 




• 2 


15 


Oct. 3 


1 


3 


64 


" 10 


1 


9 66j 






15 


45 







By wool. 
*' cash. 



• 2 
12 



15 



88 
57 



45 



Dr. 



Charles Johnson. 



C«. 



1850. 
Oct. 3 
« 4 
«« 7 



To Cash 

** harnects & w^flgon 
^ check, to balance. 







1 1850. 




$r^o 


00! 1 Oct. 2 


I 


84 


00, 


" 5 


I 


44 


40 






178 


40 







By oxf*n.,.. 
"' sundries. 



•115 
63 



178 



00 
40 



40 



Cash-Book. 



Dr. 



Cash. 



Cr. 



i850. 

Oct. 2 
*• 5 
" 5 
« 9 



Oct. 9 

*» 10 



To cash on hand . . . . ^. 
Received of C. Johnson 
Order on P. Wilkins.. 
Heceipts of store 



To cash on hand 

Received of H. Jones. 



•1.50 

30 

21 

106 



307 



$130 



00 
00 
00 
75 



75 



15 



1850. 
Oct. 2 
" 3 

** 9 
" 9 



Paid rent of 8tore.6niOB. 

" Charles Johnson.. 

" Charles Johnson.. 

** expenses in store 
Ca$k on hand, 



>75 

60 

44 

8 

130 



307 



00 
00 
40 
20 
15 

75 
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INTEREST. 

Pftijvcir AL is the ram on ^irhicli mterat is paid. Inlerest is the rrnii|>fimHi»B 
cbaciped by the lender to the borrower for the ase of tlie prin^paL and is the real 
mesDUig of the word ««wry, tlioogh this lerm is ifor ouderstood as a rate abovB 
legal interest: osarions interest, therefiire. is the amount above the legal rata 
establiohed by the state. Amatint is the princtpal and intereA added togetiier, 
or the whole som of several items. Per cent, is a rate on a bandied dollars, cenu^ 
or pooods, alkiwed by the lender for the ose of money. Per amtnm signiSea by 
tlie year. Per cent, per annvm means the rate of interest on a handned for one 
year, ss six per cent, per annum means six dollars to be charged for the ose of 
one hundred dollars for one year. Dhcmntt is a dedaction of the interest 
from the principal at the time the money is lent; or an allowance of interest 
on a sam paid before it is doe ; or a snm leoi tlian par valae. Commissiom or 
brokerage is the percentsge allowed for aenrices in boying, selling, or tranFacting 
basjiiess, for another. P*ir or itomindl valve is the sam expressed on the face 
of a stock certiBcate. note, coin, &c Premiuta is a mm charged for iosaraziceb 
or is the sum exceeding the par value of anything. 







INTEREST TABLE, 






SIX m cxNT., nr DOLr^as xm cbkts, raoM 


ONB DOLX.AX TO TXlff THOUaA 




I da J 


7 . s. 


15 day*. 


1 mo 


3mo«. 


6 mos. 


12mo«. 


• 


• c. 


• c. 


• c. 


• c. 


• c. 


• c 


• c. 


1 


00 


00 


0<,i 


oci 


on 


03 


06 


9 


00 


Off 


0(i 


01 


03 


06 


12 


8 


00 


0(i 


01 f 


Oil 


041 


09 


18 


4 


00 


0(i 


01 


02 


06 


12 


24 


5 


00 


oA 


OH 


021 


071 


15 


30 


6 


ou 


o.f 


m 


03 


09 


18 


36 


7 


00 


0(f 


«' ! 


031 


101 


21 


42 


§ 


00 


01 


Ov 


04 


12 


24 


48 


9 


00 


^\ 


02i 


041 


131 


27 


54 


10 


00 


01} 


021 


05 


15 


30 


60 


• 


oni 


0-^^ 


05 


10 


30 


60 


 1 20 


30 


ooi 


03i 


071 


15 


45 


90 


1 80 


40 


(Hi 


04 i 


10 


20 


60 


1 20 


2 40 


50 


01 


06 


J2i 


25 


75 


1 50 


3 00 


lOO 


OH 


111 


25 


50 


1 50 


3 00 


6 00 


300 


03 


2oi 


50 


1 00 


3 00 


6 00 


12 00 


300 


05 


35 


75 


.,1 50 


4 50 


9 00 


18 00 


400 


07 


4(i 


1 00 


2 00 


6 00 


12 00 


24 00 


500 


08 


5^i^ 


1 25 


2 50 


7 50 


15 00 


:)() 00 


lOOO 


17 


1 J^ 


2 50 


5 00 


15 00 


30 00 


60 00 


2000 


33 


2 3:1 


5 00 


10 00 


30 00 


60 00 


120 00 


30J0 


50 


3 5(> 


7 50 


15 00 


45 00 


90 00 


180 00 • 


40)»0 


67 


4 04 


10 00 


20 00 


60 00 


120 00 


240 00 


" »^ '\ <\ 


83 


5 e- i 


12 50 


25 00 


75 00 


150 00 


MHi 00 


lOOOO 


1 67 


11% ^25 00 


.*>0 00 


150 00 


300 Of) 


600 00 
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INTEREST TABLE, 

AT 6SVSK FEB CKNT., IN DOLLA&S AND CEI>rr8, VmOM ONS VOhLAM TO TKN THOVSAICD. 





1 day. 
00 


7 days. 


15 ditya. 


1 mo. 


3 mofl. 


6ino0. 


ISmos. 


• 


6 c. 


• c. 


$ c. 
0(} 


$ c 


i c. 


$ c. 


1 


00 


ot.} 


01! 


03} 


07 


2 


00 


oui 

oo} 


0(} 


01} 


o;i} 


07 


14 


3 


00 


0(4 


01 f 


05} 


10} 


21 


4 


00 


ooi 


01 


02} 


07 


14 


28 


5 


00 


0(.| 


01} 


03 


oef 


17} 


35 


6 


00 


ooi 


0]J 


03i 


10} 


21 


42 


7 


00 


01 


02 


04 


12} 


24} 


49 


8 


00 


01 


02} 


04} 


14 


28 


56 


9 


00 


OJi 


02} 


05} 


15f 


31} 


es 


10 


ooi 


01} 


03 


05{ 


I'i 


35 


70 


30 


00 1 


0*^1 


06 


m 


35 


70 


1 40 


30 


00} 


04 


09 


n} 


52} 


1 05 


2 10 


40 


OOJ 


OH 


12 


23} 


70 


1 40 


2 80 


50 


01 


06 ! 


15 


29} 


87} 


1 75 


3 50 


100 


02 


13} 


29 


5^^ 


1 75 


3 50 


7 00 


dOO 


04 


27 i 


58 


1 lif 


3 50 


7 00 


14 00 


30O 


06 


40f 


87} 


1 75 


5 25 


10 50 


21 00 


40O 


08 


54} 


1 17 


2 3: J 


7 00 


14 00- 


28 00 


500 


10 


68 


1 46 


2 9Jf 


8 75 


17 50 


35 00 


lOOO 


19i 


1 36 


2 92 


5 8:}} 


17 50 


35 00 


70 00 


20{>0 


39 


2 72} 


5 83 


11 6rf 


35 00 


70 00 


140 00 


30 DO 


58 


4 08} 


8 75 


17 50 


52 50 


105 00 


210 00 


4000 


78 


5 44} 


11 67 


23 3:^} 


70 00 


140 00 


280 00 


5000 


97 


6 80 J 


14 58 


29 llf 


87 50 


175 00 


:i50 00 


lOOOO 


1 94 


13 61 


iO 17 


58 33 


175 00 


350 00 


700 00 



TABLE FOR BANKING AND EaUATION, 

Shottin*!' the nvrnher of Dnyx from nny D"te in one Month to the fnvie Date in 
any other Month. Ex'iviple : Hom many Pnynfrom the 2d of Fcbj^tnry to 
ike 2/i of An.o-HHt ? Jy)okf>r Ffhrnary at the left hnud^ and Anfrvxl nt the 
to/f — in the angle t« 181. In feap-year, add one tiny if February beinchided. 



From 



To 



.Irtiiuarv 

F*'bmary 

Manrh 

April 

Mnj' 

.lime 

u iiiy •••••-•••• 

Aui^nat ., 

Se|it»*mber.... 

October 

November 

December..... 



365 

334 

30fi 

275 

245 

214 

1P4 

153 

lv'2 

9-3 

61 

31 



Si 



31 
365 
337 
306 
276 
245 
215 
IP4 
153 
123 

92 



^ 



59 
28 
365 
334 
304 
273 
243 
212 



< 



90 
59 
31 
365 
335 
304 
274 
243 



cs 



151 1182 

120' 151 

90 ! 121 



a 

9 



ISl 
120 
92 
61 
31 
365 
335, 
304 
273 
243 
181:212. 

isiiiaaj 



120 

89 

61 

30 

365 

334 

304 

273 

242 

212 



•-» 

181 

150 

122 

91 

61 

30 

365 

.334 

303 

273 

242 

212 



< 

212 

181 

153 

122 

99 

61 

31 

365 

334 

3rf4 

273 

243 



a. 



243 
212 
184 
1 53 



o 
Oi_ 

273 

242 

214 

183 

123 1 )3 

9 2,122 

62 1 92 

3.1 1 61 

365' .30 

.335 3G5. 

304 334 

2741304 



o 

304 

273 

245 

214 

184 

153 

123 

92 

61 

31 

365 



334 

3(»3 

275 

244 

214 

183 

153 

122 

91 

61 

30 

335 I3M 



S 

C 



^: 
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INtXRE9T MENSURATION. 



CALCULATION OF INTEREST. 

T^Jind the Interest on any number of DoWtr* for one Year. — MoUiply the 
•am by tlic rate pt*r ct., and divide by lu6,or(-ut«>ff tlie tworifiibt-hiiTid Btfures, and 
the aiiswer will be the intereVt in dollars: but if the orijijiiinl sum be dollars and 
cent.*, iimrced in the same manner, and the answer wnM he the interest in rents. 
To find the interest for more than one yoat oiolt^y the answer by the oomber 
of years. What ia the interest on ••'^50 50 for one year at 5 per ceut ? 

(550.50 cti, 
5 

Diviaor 100)275250($27, 52 ctf., 5 miUa. 

To find the Interest on any nvmlter of DtiJart ^469.7)2 

and Ceut* for nuy number of Diyx. — Multiply the 25 

■am by thf number of days ; divide the product by   

6 ; rut off the tw o ri^ht-hand figures, and the answer 1734660 

will be in dollars, cents, and mills- 693864 

What is the interest on $3,469.3*^ for 25 days, at 

C per cent, per annum 7 Am. (14, 45 eta , 5 'mUIa. Diviaor 6)6673300 

1445550 

Although the rate of interest may vary from 6 per cent., this method can still 
be used, i>y adding when it !s more and substracting when it is less than 6 per 
cent. First find the interest at 6 per cent, as in the preceding example, and 
then — Add .... one sixth of itself..... for 7 per cenL 

Add .... one third " ** 8 percent. 

Add .... one half ** *' 9 per cent. 

Add two thirda ** "10 percent. 

Subtract one sixth " " 5 percent. 

Subtract one third " '* 4percent. 



MENSURATION. 

To find tlie Svfferficial Nvmber of Feet a Board contains. — Multiply the 
kngth of the board in feet by the breadth in inches, and divide the product by 
12 : the quotient is the contents in square feet If the board is wider at one end 
than the other, add the breadths of the two ends t<^ether, and take half the 
mmount for the mean breadth ; tlien multiply this by the length, and divide by 12 
as before. If the length be feet and inches, reduce the whole to inches, multiply 
it bv the breadtli, and divide by 144, when the answer will be feet 

To find the Cuitic Contents of Sqnare 

^, m, ... . ., . ,.. ^ . ?. . , What are the contents of a board 9 

feet 8 inches long and 15 inches widel 
9 ft 8 iiiches=116 inches. 
15 



T/OT^.— Multiply the width and thick- 
liess in inches together, and this amount 
by the length in feet : then divide the 
product by 144 — the answer will be cubic 
feet If the length be feet and inches 
reduce the length to inches, and multipl3- 
as before, dividing the product by 1728 : 
the answer will be cubic foet 

For "Ronttd Timber. — Take the mean 
diameter of the log clear of the bark ; de- 
ducting from this diameter one fourth, 
will give die square of the log ; multiply 
the square thus found in inches into it- 
■elf; and this product by the length fn 
feet ; divide the amount by 144, which 
«ill gbre the cabio contenta in feet. 



580 
116 

144)1740(19 feet 1 inch. 
144 

300 
888 

18 
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" WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

Tn 1837, Congress paaaerl a Inw for regulating the weigrbts and measures of tlie 
Union, by whicii the secretary of the treaauiy was iHrecied to sa{>i*Iy standarils 
of weighta, of leiitffh, and or" capacity. ac-C( rdiog to llie 8taiida.rls of Crreat Britain, 
to the goverttors of status and re^en le roUecttirs. The measure of time and cir- 
cular motion vn the same in Ameiiea aud Europe The Troy wei^llt oi Kuf^land 
•VTKA adopted by the U S. for wAtp^hiu^ i-oin and bullion. Apothoc:«rie*» compound 
their medicines by thtj Tray lb an. I a sub liviMiouof their own* The avoiidupoia 
^Vfight used in Kngland is also tMf le^al standard for weiyUinpf all oilier ariiclcs 
boiiirht ami suld by w«'ii,'ht. The Brit'sh and the United States stutute acre, wpiare 
yard, ai|a;ire ioot, au<l square incii, and the mile, yard, foor, and inch, are the name. 

Conf^resii re:ain«-d tlie old English wine gallon, ajs a meaauit; tor liijuide, aud tlie 
"WLichcster basiiel tor grain, &(;■ ; though England has abandoned fanDth, and sub- 
Bti'.uted what she term.<< the imperial measure, whether for wines, beer, and otlier 
liquids, or dry articles sold by mea-'Jure ; her imperial gallon is exactly 1 l-5th of 
onr wine t^allnn, and meftsa]*e8 '^77.274 scdid inches ; our WincheAteir gallon raeaA- 
aring 266.8. or aboat 8i cubic ioolies le^s ; her new bushel is e()ual to 1 .0.32 of ours ; 
h'^aped measure was abolishe.J by law in Scotland 200 years ago, tiiough not 
always in practice. Kuglanrl recognise it in recent; laws and the United &>tates 
have Homerimes ordered duties to be collected by it. 

•* Apothecaries* Weight. — 20 grains make I scruple 3 , 3 scruples 1 dram 3 ; 
6 drams I ounce ^ ; 12 ounces 1 pound }^. 

fU. iS.J Troy Weiahl — 24 arrains make 1 pennyweight; 20 pennyweights, 1 
oance ; 12 onnces 1 pound. 1 lb. Troy is to 1 lb. avoirdupois as 144 is to 175 ; or, 
5,76U grains make I lb Trov, and 7,000 grains 1 lb. Avoirdujiois. 

(U .S J Avoirdupois iVeigkl.'—H dram or 27 U-32 grains equal 1.7712 
grammes]— 16 drams make 1 ounce [equal to 28.334 grammes] ; 16 ounces, I 
pound ; 28 pounds, 1 qtlarter ; 4 quarters, 1 hundred weight ; 20 hundred weight, or 
S.240 pounds, 1 ton. **^ 

In Philadelphia, and many other places 2,240 lbs. are generally considered a ton. 
In the state of New York, unless by special bargain, 2,000 lbs. are a ton. Sales 
by the lb. are the most common ; notuing is sold by the cwL of 112 lbs. In Avoir- 
dapois. 7 lbs. make 1 clove of wool, and 14 lbs. 1 stone. A pack of wool is 240 lbs. 
In Ohio, when sales are made by the bushel, without a sf/ecial agreement, the 
following are the legal weightsof a bushel — wheat 60 lbs.; Indian corn 56 ; barley 
48 ; o Its 3<) ; rye 56 : flaxseed 56 : cloverseed 64. Corn is usually sold in the 
WeHtern States 56 lbs. to the bnsheL In Boston, 53 lbs. are considered a busliel 
of Western corn. 36 bushels, or 57^ cubic feet, of English coal make 1 chaldron. 

In ft'ei^hts, by the rules ot the N. Y. Chamber of Commerce, a ton is composed of 
8 barrels of flour ; 22 bushels of grain, peas, or beans, in casks, or 36 in bulk ; 36 bush- 
^ European, or 31 bowels W.I. salt ; 6 barrels of beef| pork, tallow, or pickled 
fish ; 200 gallonx. wine measure, of oil, wine, brandy, or otiier liquids ; S9 bushels 
of sea-coal; 40 cabic feet of square timber, oak-plank, pine, cotton, wool, and bale 
goodit ; 2,000 lbs. of bar or pig iran, ashes, and all other heavy goods. 

fU, S.J Linear Measui-e. — 3 barley-corns make 1 inch ; 12 inches 1 fix)t; 3 feet 
1 j^^ard ; 5^ yards 1 rod or pole ; 40 rods I furlong ; 8 furlongs 1 mile. A hand ia 
4 mches ; a fathom 6 feet ; 120 fathoms 1 cable's length ; a cubit 1^ feet ; 69^ stat- 
ute, or 60 sea miles, 1 degree ; 360 degrees a great circle of the earth ; 3 miles are 
a league ; 1 link is equal to 7.92 inches; 100=792 inches, or 66 feet, or ^rods, or 
1 chain ; 80 chain8=320 rods, or 1 mile. 

An English or American mile is 5280 feet ; A Dutch mile 24303 feet ; a Bo- 
man 4884 feet; an Arabian 6444 feet ; a Persian Parasang 18108 feet; 4} English 
miles make 1 German ; 2i English 1 Frei^ league ; the Spanish and Polish mile ia 
about 3^ Engh'sh miles ; the Russian flnle er verst is about throe fourth of an 
English mile ; the Hungarian, Danish, and Swioi mile is between five and six 
English miles ; the Swedish newly seven. 



856' WETGHie AND MEASURES. 
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Cloth Memtvre. — 4 nails or 9 inches make 1 quarter; 4 qnnrters, 1 jrard. 
((/. S.J Si/»ffre Meintvre. — 144 square iiichefl make I square font4 9 gq. fest, 
1 sq. yartl ; 30J sq. 5'ard8, 1 sq. rod : 40 sq. ro'Js, 1 rood ; 4 roods, or 43560 ftHJt, 

1 acre ; 640 acres I sq. mile ; 16 square rods or 10 square chains make nn acre. 
(U. Sj Solid Me'jfire-—l.72fi cubic iuches make 1 cubic foot,- 27 cubic feet, I 

cubic yard; 42 cubic feel. 1 ton of shipping; 40 cubic feet, 1 ton of unhewn lim- 
ber; .^0 cubic feet 1 ton squared timber. A pile of wood 8 feet long, 4 feet wide, 
and 4 feet hi 'h for 128 cubic feet), make 1 cord. 

fC/ S J IViue Mcntnrc — 4 gills make 1 pint; 2 pints. T quart; 4 quarts, 1 pal- 
Ion; 3U gaUous, 1 barrel; 63 gallons, 1 hogshead i ^iiogsheads, I pipe; 2 pipes, I 
tun. • 

(US.) Dfy^or Wincheitfer Meonvre. — 4 pills make 1 pint = 33.6 cnhic inches 
=0.5.M).i3 French litres; 2 pints 1 quart = fff-40 cubic mches= 1.10107 litres, 
4 quarts 1 pnnon= 268.8 cub in, = 4 40428 litres; 2 gallons 1 peck = 537.6 cub. 
b. = 8.808 litres ; 4 pecks 1 bushel = 2150.42 cab. in. = 35.2343 litres; 5 quar- 
ters 1 ^ey or load. 

The VVinrbester bushel is 18^ inches wide and 8 inches deep; it cnntaina 2150 

2 n solid iiiclies, beinp 47 1-5 less tlian tlie imperial bashel. Of wheat the bushel 
is 60 lbs. Tlie barrel «>f flour contains 5 Wiiicltester busliels, and weighs, net, 196 
lbs. The barrel of Indian con) contains 3 1-8 bushels. The weight of a gallon of 
molasses is usually 11 lbs. but sometimes 10 or 12. 

Britinh Imperini (?m»w) Slnnffftrd Menniire. compftred fHtk Winrhrstfer find 
Wine Meimtire. — Our exten.<4ve dealings with Rnsrland make it useful for bu^ness- 
men to have an exfilanation of the difference between the imperial measure for 
li(iuid.s and dry articles, and our Winchester and wine measures, which latter 
Were ti>rnierly used in Kngiand. 

By the im^ierial standard, adopted in England in 1826. 1 gill is =8 665 solid 
inrhes : 4 ^ills =: 1 pint; 2 pints 1 quart; 4 quarts 1 gallon, or 277.t>74 solid 
inches: 2 gallons 1 peck; 4 pecks 1 bushel, or 2216.191 inches; 4 bushels are 1 
coomb ; 2 coombs (8 bushels) 1 quarter. 

The qu'^rter of wheat is eqaid \a the quarter of a ton of 2240 lbs or f>60 lbs ; 70 
lbs. in weight are an EnL,'li.«»li bushel wheat, while 60 lbs. of wheat make our bush- 
el; so that the U. 8. wheat bushel is just 6-7lhsof the Knglish or imperial, and a 
qnnrler of wheat in Knuland is equal to 9i bubhels in the United States, tlicmgh in 
CcipaiMty to onlv 8J bushels. 

Tbe'U. S grain gallon measures 268 8 solid inches ; the wine gallon 231 inches; 
the Imperial measures 277^ inches ; 36 of our wine gallons are very nenrly e<|URl 
in 311 imperial gallons. The obsolete English ale and beer gallon measured 283 
cui'ic iui'heA. 

The iiniicrial standard gallon is a measure that will hold 10 lbs avoirrlupois of 
pure (dUtilled) water, weighed in air at 62^ Fahrenheit, the barometer being at 
30^. 

This is the unit standard in Britain of capacity-, %>r liquid.^, ale, beer, \»^ine, spir- 
its, and dry articles not mexpured by lieapcd nlenJ[^nte. Oar Winchester galloQ 
weighs 9 Ihs. lU oz and 1 3-4 drams of pure water. 

1 WinrhestiT qua»1er == 0.9«94.'> ol an imperial qnarter; 33 Wlne^Btcr quar> 
ters = .'U 99175 imp. ; 98 W. =s 9.'>.00.'>81 imp. ; 100 W. =96.94470 imp. 

To Rrdtire the Price of Whent^ in Sterling, per Imperiai Qufnter, to DoIJnrt 
and CentH. — Reduce tlic shillings per quarter into dollars and cents, at 24.2 cli. 
per shilling, and divide b\' 9| the number of U. S. bushels in an imperial quarter. 

KXA||i't.K — Retfiired the price of wheat jyer U. S bushel in Liverfiool. when it 
ftttches 588 6d. per impenal quarter. 568. 6d. equaU $14.15, which, divided by 
9k, gives $1.5U ibe price per bushel 
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TABLE OF FCWREieN WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, 

REDUCED TO THK STAl^DAED OF THE UNITED STATK8. 
CThe two right hand figures ere the hundredth parts of a whole number.) 




rBANCK. 

^^»tre 

DfHjimetre (1-lOtfa metre) — 

Velt 

Hwjtolitre 2(>-4' 

Decalitre 264 

Litre 211 

Kilolitre 35':fi 

Hectolitre 2-84 

Decalitre 908 

MilHcr 2205 

Quintal 220-54 

Kilogramme 2-21 

AUSTKBDABf. 

100 lbs. 1 centner 108-93 

Last of grain 85-25 

Ahm of wine 4100 

Amsterdam foot 0-93 

Autwerp foot 0*94 

Rhineland foot 1-03 

Amsterdam ell 2-26 

Ell of the Hague 2^ 

£11 of the Brabant 2-30 

NETHBBLANXM. 

Ell 3-28 

MuddeofZak 2-84 

Vat hectolitre 26 42 

Kanlitre 2-11 

Pond kilogramme 2*21 

HAMBU&a. 

Last of grain 89*64 

Ahm of wine 38'25 

Hamburg foot 096 

Ell 1-92 

PBU8SIA. 

100 lbs. of 2 Cologne marks 

each 10311 lbs. 

Quintal, 110 lbs 113-42 lbs. 

Sheffel of grain 1-56 bush. 

Eiinar of wine 1814 galls. 

Ell of doth. 2-19 feet. 

Foot 103 feet. 

DBNMAHX. 

100 lbs. 1 centner 110-28 lbs. 

Barrel or toende of com. . . . 3 95 bush. 

Viertel of wfaie 204 galls. 

Copenhagen or Rhineland 

foot ^.. l-03feet. 

SWKOBN. 

100 lbs. or 5 lispunds 7376 lbs. 

Kan of com.« 7-42 bush. 

Laat..: 75-00 bush. 

Cannofwine 6909 galls; 

Ell of cloth 1-95 feet. 

BUS8IA 

100 lbs. of 32 laths each ..... 90-26 lbs. 

Chertwert of grain 5 95 bush. 

Vedroofwine 3-25 galls. 

Petefsburgh foot 118 feet. 

Moscow foot 1*10 feet. 

Pood 36-00 Ibfl. 



feet 
inches. 
;all8. 
_ lis. 
galls, 
pints. 
feet, 
bush. 
quarts, 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

lbs. 

bush. 

^alla. 

toot. 

foot. 

lieet. 

feet 

feet. 

feet 

feet. 

bush. 

galls. 

f»ints. 
bs. 

bush, 
falls, 
foot, 
feet 



SPAIN. 

QuintaI,*or 4 arrobas 101-44 lbs. 

Arroba .u 25-36 lbs. 

Arroba of wine. <,.••. 4-43 galls. 

Fanega of grain 160 bush. 

PORTifOAL. 

100 lbs 101 19 lbs. 

2Slbs a arroha) 2226 lbs. 

4 «nobas of 22 lbs. (1 quintal) 89-05 lbs. 

Alquiere 4-75 hunh. 

Mojo of grain 230'.)hiij|h 

Lastof salt 70K)0b«lh 

Almude of wine 4-37 gallt. 

8ICILT. 

Cantaro groso 192 50 lbs. 

Cantaro sottile 175-00 lbs. 

100 lbs 7000 lbs. 

Salma grossa of grain 9-77 bush. 

Salma geoarale 7-85 bush. 

Salma of wine 23-06 galls. 

NAPLKS. 

Cantaro groso 196-50 lbs. 

Cantaro picolo 106 00 lbs. 

Carro o grain 5224 bush. 

Carroofwine 264-00 galls. 

BOMB. 

Rubbio of grain 8-36 bvdb. 

Barihofwme 15-31 galls. 

GENOA. 

100 lbs. or peso groso 76 87 lbs. 

100 lbs. or peso sottile 69-89 lbs. 

Mma of grain 3 43buA 

Mezzarofa of wine 39 22 galls. 

PLOBENCK AND LEOHOBN. 

100 lbs. or 1 cantaro 74 86 lbs. 

Moggio of grain,. 16 59 bush. 

Barileof wine 12 04 galls. 

VENICE. 

100 lbs. peso groso 10518 lbs. 

100 lbs. peso sottile 6404 lbs. 

Moggio of grain.... 9-08 bush. 

Aniforaof wine 137 00 galls. 

TBIESTE. 

100 lbs 123-60 lbs. 

Stajo of grain 2 34 bush, 

Oma or eimer of wine 14-94 Rails. 

Ell for wooUens 2-22 feet 

EUforsilk 2-lOfeet 

XALTA. 

100 lbs. 1 cantar 174 50 lbs. 

Salma of gram 822 bush. 

Foot 85 foot 

SOCYBNA. 

100 lbs. a quintal) 129 48 lbs. 

Oke. .....; 283 lbs. 

QuiUot of grain 1-46 bush. 

Quillotofwine 13-50 galls. 

CHINA. 

Tail 1-33 oz. 

16 tails 1 catty l-SSlbs. 

100 catttw 1 picul 133-25 Ibi. 



t« ' 
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GOLD AND SILYER COINS* . 



TABLE OF GOLD AND SILVER COINS 

WITH THEIR TALDE, ACCOUDIBft TO WEIGHT. 



GOLD coma 

• $ CTS. 

United FUit*^ Double Ea^ifi 20 (X) 

Uoitpd States Eagle <ein0el834) 10 Ou 

lAitted StBtea Eajrle (before IRM) 10 50 

United t'tates Half Eagle (since 1834).. 5 00 
United States Hulf-Eagle (before 1834). 5 25 

United States Quarter Eagle 2 50 

California Half- Eagle 4 90 to 5 PQ 

United States Gold Dollar 1 00 

Doubloon, Mexico, Central America, 

Mew Granada, Ecuador, Colombia, 

Peru, BoUvia, Chili 15 60 

Doubloon, 8pain 16 00 

Half-Doubloon, Bolivia, Peru, dec 7 75 

Half-Doubloon. Spain 8 00 

Quarter>DoubIoon, Mexico, Colombia, 

Peru. Bolivia, Chili, &c 3 75 

Quarter-Doubloon, Sptiin 4 00 

Eighlh-Doubloon. Spain 2 00 

Sixtt^nth-Doubloon, Mexico, Central 

America, New Granada, Sec 90 

Sixteenth-Doubloon, Spain 1 00 

Half-Joe, Brazil 8 50 

Half-Joe. Portugal 6 to 8 50 

Kigfath-Joe, Portugnl 1 75 

Moi^bl^. Brazil and Portugal.. .4 75 to 6 00 
TenS-Moidore, Brazil and Portugal ... 50 

Crown, Portugal ^ 5 75 

Dobraon, Portugal 34 00 

Five Sovereigns, England 24 20 

DoiAle Sovereign 9 67 

Sovereign 4 80 to 4 83 

Half-Sorercign 2 4] 

Guinea 5 00 

Half-Guinea 2 50 

Third of a Guinea ; 1 66 

One Mobur, East India Company 6 75 

Double Louis d'or» France 9 00 

Louis d'or 4 50 

Forty Francs 7 66 

Twenty Francs 3 Kl 

Six Francs 1 12 

Ten ITialers, Germany 7 80 

FiveThalers 3 90 

Frederick d'or, Prussia 3 90 

Double Frederick d'or 7 80 

Sovereign 6 50 

Half-Sovereign 3 25 

Ten Gilders 3 98 

Five Gilders 1 98 

Corolin 4 75 

Half-Carolin 2 85 

Quarter-Carolin 1 18 

Twelve Marks 1 55 

Ducat 2 20 

Quadruple Ducat, Austria 8 80 

Twenty-Five francs 4 75 

Aoperinl, ilussia 7 78 

BBwl-Imperinl, or Five Roublos 3 90 

Hundred Lire, Italian States 19 15 



£ighty Lire 



9 OT*. 

Forty Lire , 7 6Q 

Twenty Lire 3 83 

Ten Lire 1 90 

Sequin 2 20 

Ten Scudo 10 00 

Twenty Drachms, G re ece 3 30 

Turkish Gold Coin 24 

SILVER coma 

United States Dollar 1 0& 

Half-DoUar 50 

Quarter-Dollar 25 

One Dime... 10 

Half-Dime 5 

Dollar, Mexico, Central America, New 
Granada, Colombia. Peru, Chill, 
Argentine Confederation, &c..... 1 CO- 

Base Dollar, New Granada .* 65 

Base Dollar, BoKvia 90 

960 Rcis, Brazil and Portugal 98 

1,200 Reis , 1 00 

One Real, South American states.. 6 to 13 

Half-Dollar 30 to 50 

Quarter-Dollar...'. 22 to 24 

Spanish Dollar 1 00 

Half-Dollar 40 to 50 

Quarter-Dollar 23 to 24 

Head-Pistareen ig 

Pistareen 16 

Half-Pistareen 8 

Five Pccetas 90 

One Peceta 1$ 

Crusado, Portugal '. SO 

Six Vintems 12 

Tcstoon 6 

Crown, England 1 OOfo 1 12 

Half-Crown 50to 56 

Shilling 23 

Sixpence 11 

Rupee, East India Company 40 

Crown, France 106 

Five Francs 93 

Two Francs..... .* 34 

One Franc 17 

Crown, Italy..- 93 to 97 

Scudo 86 to 97 

One Livre 17 

Rix-Dollar 93 

Florin 20 

Crown, Germany 1 00 to 1 03 

Thaler 66 to 1 02 

Florin 40to 45 

Gilder 36 

Six Stivers 6 

Six Kreutzers 2 

Dttcatoon, Germany 1 15 

Dncntoon, Belgium 93 

Crown, Switzerland 100 

Rix-Dollar, Denmark, Sweden, Nor> 

way, &c 75 to 1 10 
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LAW OF COPYRIGHT. 

A»T«T perpon or persons, beinsr a citizen or citizens of the UViited States, or irsl- 
dent tKerefb, who shall be the author or authors of any book or books, map, chart, 
or mHsJcal composition, which may be now made orcompf>8ed and not.priuted and 
pablished, or shail hereafter bApiadeor opmposed, or who|JMU invent* design, etch, 
engrave, work, or cause to IHengraved, etched, or worHPrrom his own design, 
anv print or engravm.?, and St executors, adniitiistratorflPJp' legal assigns of such 
person or persons, shall have the sole right and liborty of |>rhuing, re- printing, pub- 
lish mg, and vending, such book or books, map, chart, musical compositTon, print, 
cat, or engraving, in whole or in part, for the^i^ypi of twenty-eight vears from tho 
time of recording the title thereof, in the maWKt- hereinafter directed. 

No person shall be entitled to the benefit of this act, unless he aliall, before pub- 
lication, depoeite a printed copy of the title of such book, or books, map, chart, musi- 
cal composition, print, cut, or engraving, in the clerk's office of the district court of 
the district wherein the author or proprietor shall reside; and no person shall be en- 
titled to the benefit of this act, unless he shall g:ive information of copj-right hemg 
secured, by causing to be inserted, in the several copies of each and every edition 

eablished during the term, secured on the title-page, or the page immediately foi- ' 
>wing, if it be a book, or, if a map, chart, muncal composition, print, cut, or engra- 
ving, by causing to be impressed on the face thereof, or if a volume of maps, charts, 
TDfisIc or engravings, upon the title or frontispiece thereof, the following words, viz. : 

•* J'intered according to Act of Congress, in the year , by A. B , in the Clerk's 

Office of the District Court of ," (naming the district in which it was entered). 

There is a fine of one hundred dollars for putting on a false copyright notice. 

If^'any person from and after the recording the title of any book, shall print, 
publish, or import, or cause to be printed, published, or imported, any copy oi euch 
book, without the consent of the person legally entitled to the copyright thereof 
first had and obtained in writing, signed in presence of two or more credible wit- 
nesses, or shall, knowing the same to be so printed or imported, publish, sell, or ex* 
pose to sale, or cause to be published, sold, or exposed to sale, any copy of such 
book without such consent in writing ; then such ofiender shall forfeit every co^y 
of such book to the person legally, at the time, entitled to the copyright thereof; 
and shall also forfeit and pay fifty cents for every such sheet which may be found 
in his possession, either pnnted, or printing, published, imported, or exposed to sale, 
©nitrai-y to the intent of this Act, the one moiety thereof to such legal owner of the 
copyright as aforesaid, and the dther to the use of tlie United States, to be recover- 
ed by action of debt in any court having competent jurisdiction thereof. 

The penalty for violating the copyright on engravings, maps, &c , by copying 
either on the whole, or by varying, adding to, or diminishing the main design with 
intent to evade the law, or by prfnting, importing, or selling, or causing either 
to be done, is forfeiture of the plates or engraving, with all the sheets copied or 
printed, besides a forfeit of one dollar for every sheet of such map, chart, mufflcal 
composition, print, cut, or engraving, which may be found printed, published, or 
exposed for salq, one half to the proprietor, and the other half to the United States. 
An action must be brought within two years after the cause of action shall arise. 

A copyright can be renewed for fourteen years by re-entering it six months be- 
fore the expiration of the first term, but the renewal must be published four weeks 
in one or more newspapers printed in the United Statea within two months from 
the date of the renewal. The fee for entering a copyright is fifty cents, and a like 
gum for a certified copy of the record. 

A copy of the book, or wliatever is copyrighted, must be deposited in the clerk's 
office where it has been entered, within three months from the publication of the 
same, and also a copy delivered to the lil^arian of the Smithsonian Institution and 
another copy to the Librarian of the Congress library, at Washington. . 

An assignment of copyright, to be good against a subsequent purchaser, must 
be acknowledged and recorded in the office wbja|^ the original copyright was 
taken oat, within ctixty days after its execiMioQ. ^^ 



NOTICES OF BEADLE'S AMEfllCAN LAWYER & FORM-BOOK. 

 

From the Hon* Jtt^ Kent, of New York. 

Nbw Yohk, March 6, 1P5I. 
Dea» Sin: • • • I have looked over your work and like it exceeJ- 
ngly. It seems to me an adinirab'e compend. and of great aae t«) men of . 
business. Yours, faithfully, W. KENT. 

From the Hon. JudgA Edxcitds, Justice jof tl^ Supreme Court, N. York. 

City Hall, New Yokk, April 13, I85I. 
Drar 8rH : I have examined with some care, the copy of your Ameri- 
can Lawyer and Form-Book, which your puhii^hers sent me, and it afTiinls 
me pleasure to hear testimony to its general accuracy and value. It must 
be of great service to almost every man of busincKS ; and from the man- 
ner iu which it has been prepared it may be fully relied upon. 

Truly, yours, J. W. EDMONDS. 

Jkffkrsoit F. Jackson-, Esq., U. S. District Attorney, Montgomery, 
Alabama^ says : " Your book will be of great value to the profession." 

Chbstbr Harbiito, Esq., Attorney, 6cc, St. Louis, Mo., says: " It will 
be a very great convenience to our profession, as well as to business men." 

N. J. Emmons, Esq., Counsellor, &c., Milwaulzee, Wis., writes: " Your 

work promises to be a useful and valuable one — judging of its scope from 

the pages shown me — both to the profession and business-men generally.*' 

" The hijrhly practical character of the information comprised in this volume, its great 
scope, and undoubted accuracy, adapt it alike to the convenience of the merchant and 
tbe^profussional man. The author is a young mem tier of the bar, in excellent standing 
in his profession. From intimate knowledge we do not hesitate to commend his indus- 
try, precision, and sound judgment In order to secure the highest degree of ncctiracy, 
the author is in correspondence with jurists of each state, submitting to them his labors, 
and obtaining the latest enactments on each subject The Maps of each state, bound in 
(bp volume, showtncr the county boundaries, will often be found of great convenience 
for reference." — Journal of Commerce. 

"A form-book of some kind is almost indispensable to every man doing business, 
who dreads, as every man ought tc dread, the lawyer's office. A thousand occasions 
occur in which it becomes necessary to observe legal accuracy in the drawing of instru- 
ments and papers, and yet are not of sufficient moment to justify seeking legal advice. 
This work steps in at tiiis point to assist The proper forms and directions for the 
transaction of all kinds of business, when straightforward and free from intricacy, are 
given in a systematic manner. Besides, the laws of the various States on questions apt 
to come up in practical business, are digested so as to prevent mistakes. A great varieQr 
of tables, such as tnriflf of postage, interest tables, equation of time, mensuration rules, 
value of coin, weights and measures, are added, of great utility. A map of each State 
of the Union accompanies the description of the laws and usages of the State. The 
book shows research, comprehensiveness, and practical tact ; andf poeaesses that brevity 
and clearness of style, ana explicitness of directions, which the business man desires. 
We should suppose that merchants, tradesmen, and honseholders generally, would bo 
apt to find great saving and benefit in die use of it" — JVeto YoHi EvMtgtUat. 

" A useful volume this, not attempting to make every man hfi own lawyer and give 
him a fool for his client but presenting a great variety of forms for legal and business 
Instruments, with the laws of the different states on exemptions, deeds, mechanics' lien, 
debts, interest, wills, and otlier topics of every-day importance. With the large amount 
of inforfiiation, which is condensed within a narrow compass, this work must prove a 
highly valuable manual for reference to all classes of business-men."— iVl Y. Tr'Autu. 

** This is one of the most useful aids that a business-man can employ, containing as it 
doe^^besides other instructions, correct forms of all legal instruments in use, from a 
due-bill to a full-covenant deed. We believe it to be highly deserving the confidence 
and patronage of the business community, and that every man belonging to the sane 
should possess a copy." — Orleans Democrat, 

** A book for ereiybody— tqi9p(a con^rebensive work."-'PAi2ad Amtriean Oawrkt 
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